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CHAPTER    I. 
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Jtjhb  8,  1415-JuLy  1,  1415. 

Wkat  must  bave  been  tlie  feelings  of  Huss  as  the 

guard  escorted  him  back  to  his  cell !    For  six  months 

he  had  been  kept  a  close  prisoner.     His  health  had 

given  way  under  the  hardships  to  which  he  had  been 

VOL.  n.  1 
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2  LIFE   AND   TIMES    OF   JOHN   HUSS.  [Ch.  I. 

subjected.  Once  his  life  had  been  in  such  danger 
that  the  council  were  like  to  lose  their  victim,  and 
from  policy  rather  than  compassion  he  was  removed 
to  a  more  airy  and  comfortable  cell,  and  the  pope's 
physician  had  been  sent  to  attend  him.  With  the 
interval  of  a  slight  recoveiy,  he  was  again  attacked 
with  a  new  access  of  his  severe  distemper.  "  I  have 
been,"  so  he  writes,  "  a  second  time  dreadfully  tor- 
mented with  an  affection  of  my  bladder,  which  I 
never  had  before,  and  with  severe  vomiting  and  fe- 
ver ;  my  keepers  feared  I  should  die,  and  they  have 
led  me  out  of  my  prison."  ^  This  was  probably  for 
a  few  moments  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air.  His  keepers 
eeem  to  have  been  moved  to  compassion  by  his  suf- 
ferings,* and  some  of  them  appear  to  have  shown 
him  no  little  kindness.®  After  four  months'  impris- 
onment at  Constance,  Huss  was  removed  to  Gottlie- 
ben.  Here  his  situation  was  changed  much  for  the 
worse.  His  prison  was  the  tower.*  In  the  day-time 
he  was  chained,  yet  so  as  to  be  able  to  move  about. 
At  night,  on  his  bed,  he  was  chained  by  his  hand  to 
a  post.  His  subsequent  treatment  was  still  more 
harsh.     His  keepers  were  changed  after  the  flight  of 

'  Epis.  xssviii.  '  Epls.  lii. 

'  Huss' jailers  were  kiud  and  noble-  '  At  Qottlieben,  the  narrow  cell  Is 

hearted     men.      They   became  very  still  pointed  out  in  the  caatle — atprea- 

Etrongly  attached  to  their  prisoner,  ent  the  property  of  the  Count  of  Ber- 

and  at  their  request  Husswiote  eev-  oldingen,  of  Stuttgard — inwMehHuss 

eralbrieftreatiseaon  prominentdutieB  was  confined.     A  late  visitor  at  the 

and  doctrines  of  CbriBtianity.   There-  Caatle  writes, — "High  up  under  the 

peated   oonversationfl  between  them  roof,  at  the  top  of  a  long  stait-oase, 

BaUafied  the  jailers  that  the  dootrines  and  shaded  by  thiclr  pines,  ia  a  garret 

of  Huss  were  those  of  scripture,  and  it  in  which  one  cannot  stand  upright, 

wastbe  sympathy  and  affection  which  This  is  the  prison  of  the  martyrs  John 

they  were  le5  to  feel  for  him.  that  drew  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague."  Becker, 
them  to  the  scene  of  liis  < 
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HUS9   DENIED   AN    ADVOCATE. 


the  pope — and  not  for  tlie  better.  His  friends  were 
not  allowed  to  see  him.  New  attacks  of  his  disease,^- 
violent  head-aches,  hemorrhage,  colic, — followed  io 
consequence  of  this  close  and  cruel  confinement.  For 
more  than  two  months  his  sufferings  were  extreme, 
It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Jun^ 
that  he  was  removed  from  his  prison  at  Gottlieben. 
and  conveyed  to  Constance.  Without  the  uninter- 
rupted quiet  of  even  a  single  day,  his  trial  proceeded. 
He  found  himself  compelled  to  meet  it  in  infirm 
health,  and  in  a  most  weak  and  exhausted  condition. 
He  had  demanded  of  the  judicial  committee  an  ad 
vocate  to  manage  his  cause  for  him,  but  this,  which 
he  was  at  first  encouraged  to  expect,  was  fi.nally  re- 
fused him,  on  the  ground  that  no  such  privilege 
could  be  granted  to  a  heretic.^  He  was  thus  pre- 
sumed guilty  even  before  he  was  tried.  Gerson  did 
not  hesitate  afterwards  to  ascribe  the  condemnation 
of  Huss  to  the  injustice  of  this  proceeding.  "  Had  he 
been  allowed  an  advocate,  the  council  would  never 
have  been  able  to  convict  him  of  heresy."  Huss  waa 
undoubtedly  disappointed  at  the  refusal  of  a  request 
so  just  and  reasonable.  Yet  he  calmly  submitted  to 
the  wrong.  ""Well,  then,"  said  he,  "let  the  Lord 
Jesus  be  my  advocate,  who  also  will  soon  be  my  judge." 
He  was  thus  forced  of  necessity  to  depend  upon 
himself  alone  for  his  defence.  In  chains,  and  in  the 
endurance  of  the  most  severe  sufferings,  he  was 
obliged  to  draw  np  his  answers  to  the  charges  pre- 
sented. And  here  he  found,  to  his  grief  and  indig- 
nation, that  the  most  unfair  advantages  had  been 

'  EpU.  xMx. 
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taken  of  him.  Passages  from  intercepted  letters,  in 
part  distorted,  and  conversations  with  theologians 
once  his  friends,  but  who  had  now  deserted  him,  in 
which  he  had  used  familiar  expressions  in  confidence, 
were  recalled  and  employed  to  his  prejudice.^  Hie 
letters  to  his  friends  at  Prague,  by  a  system  of  es- 
pionage as  well .  as  through  their  indiscretion,  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  been  used 
against  him.  Paletz  sometimes  visited  him  in  prison, 
and  sought  to  overwhelm  him  by  harsh  language. 
"  Sad  greeting"  ^  Husa  calls  it,  as  well  he  might.  He 
speaks  of  Paletz  generally  ae  his  fiercest  enemy,  who 
did  him  the  most  injury.  Still  his  Christian  spirit, 
overcoming  every  revengeful  thought,  led  him  to 
pray,  "  May  God  Almighty  forgive  him."  "  Yet,"  says 
he,  "  never  in  my  whole  life  did  I  receive  from  any 
man  harsher  words  of  comfort  than  from  Paletz."  In 
such  circumstances  as  these  Huss  had  to  look  around 
him  for  the  means  of  making  his  defence.  But  he 
found  himself  totally  in  want  of  books.  At  first  he 
had  not  even  a  Bible,  and  was  obliged  to  ask  his 
ffiends  to  procure  him  one.*  He  says,  indeed,  that 
he  had  brought  with  him  the  Sentences  of  Lombard 
and  a  Bible,  but  he  could  not  have  taken  them  with 
him  into  his  prison.  Could  the  cruelty  of  his  ene- 
mies have  deprived  him  even  of  these?  It  must 
have  been  so. 

All  these  things  were  enough  to  have  driven  any 
ordinary  man  to  despair.  To  be  denied  an  advo- 
cate— to  have  his  few  books  withheld  from  him^to 
have  numerous  and  skilful  enemies  taking  every  p(^ 

'  Epia.  xliii.  ilTJiL   '  "  Solatslioue  barribilissima,"  Epla,  xItL   '  Epis.  lii.  liii. 
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Bible  advantage  of  his  helplessness,  in  framing  charges 
of  which  he  was  long  kept  in  ignorance — to  know 
that  the  learning,  talent,  and  sympathies  of  the 
whole  council,  spurred  on  by  the  bitterest  malice, 
were  arrayed  against  him, — was  enough  to  discourage 
the  efforts  and  palsy  the  energies  of  any  man  whose 
help  was  not  iu  a  more  than  mortal  arm.  Enfeebled 
by  disease,  worn  out  with  suffering  and  want  of  sleep, 
he  bad  been  called  to  appear  before  the  councU  and 
enter  upon  his  defence.  On  every  side  he  saw  hostile 
faces  and  prejudiced  judges.  His  conscientious  scru- 
ples were  met  by  derision,  and  his  arguments  were 
answered  by  ridicule.  He  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted or  cut  short  in  his  replies.  New  articles  were 
presented,  which  he  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  until 
the  moment  when  they  were  produced.  His  request 
for  a  further  and  fuller  hearing  was  met  by  threats 
of  the  consequences  should  he  persist  in  his  demand 
of  what  had  been  promised.  A  form  of  retraction 
had  been  presented  him,  which  he  could  not  consci- 
entiously adopt.  His  request  to  be  instructed  in 
what  respects  he  had  erred,  that  he  might  intelli- 
gently disavow  his  errors,  was  set  aside.  He  saw 
before  him,  instead  of  an  impartial  jury,  a  band  of 
men,  through  malice  or  prejudice,  conspiring  to  effect 
his  ruin.  Well  might  he  look  around  him  as  he  left 
the  councU,  disheartened  and  despondent.  We  can. 
hut  follow  him  as  he  is  led  back  to  his  prison,  with 
the  sympathies  ever  due  to  the  innocent  and  the 
wronged.  How  slowly  and  sadly  must  the  hours  of 
a  sleepless  night  have  dragged  along,  bringing  new 
burdens  and  anxieties,  instead  of  repose  to  his  ex- 
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hausted  frame !  Xow  his  mind  reverts  to  the  scenes 
of  the  previous  day,— and  the  tumultuous  assembly, 
like  a  stormy  sea  of  angry  faces,  is  present  before 
him.  He  recalls  the  years  that  are  past,  and  stands 
again  in  his  Bethlehem  chapel,  in  the  presence  of 
those  who  had  been  awakened  to  a  new  life  by  his 
thrilling  words.  Forgetting  the  tragedy  of  which 
he  is  to  be  the  victim,  he  is  only  anxious  that  the 
cause  for  which  he  has  labored  may  still  live  on, 
nurtured  to  a  more  vigorous  growth  by  the  ashes  of 
his  funeral  pile.  The  light  of  another  day  at  last, 
steals  in  upon  the  prisoner,  restless  on  his  bed,  and 
brought  back  to  self-consciouaness  by  the  clanking 
of  his  chain.  He  I'ecalls,  as  his  exhausted  energies 
wUl  permit  him,  the  points  on  which  he  alternately 
hopes  and  despairs  to  be  permitted  to  address  the 
council.  How  fondly  he  lingers  over  the  possibility 
that  some  at  least  in  that  assembly  who  shall  hear 
his  words,  shall  carry  them  away  in  memory,  and 
thus  in  after  days  be  enabled  to  repeat  to  others  the 
lessons  of  his  dying  testimony.  Fully  convinced  he 
is,  that  the  truth  he  has  preached  shall  still  live. 
The  God  of  ti'uth  will  not  suffer  it  finally  to  perish. 
A  century  or  even  centuries  may  pass  over  it,  buried 
beneath  martyr's  dust,  but  the  time  of  its  resurrec- 
tion and  triumph  will  come  at  last. 

At  his  last  appearance  before  the  council,  Huss 
had  vainly  been  urged  to  accept  the  terms  they  had 
presented.  But  he  could  not  conscientiously  recant 
doctrines  that  he  had  never  held,  nor  could  he  dis- 
avow those  of  the  error  of  which  he  was  not  con- 
vinced.    A   milder  form    of  abjuration    had    been 
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promised  him  by  Zabarella,  tbe  Cardinal  of  Florence. 
This,  it  was  intimated,  be  might  safely  subscribe.  To 
this  course  he  was  advised  and  urged  by  some  of  his 
friends,  more  anxious  for  his  life  than  he  was  himself. 
This  form  was  brought  to  Huss  in  his  prison  by  the 
Cardinal  of  O^tia,  the  president  of  the  council.  It 
had  been  drawn  up  by  their  order,  and  the  tenor  of 
it  was  as  follows: 

"I,  John  Huss,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the  protesta- 
tions made  by  me,  which  I  hereby  renew,  do  protest, 
moreover,  that  although  many  things  are  imputed  to 
me  which  I  never  entertained  the  thought  of,  I  sub- 
mit myself  with  humility  to  the  merciful  orders  and 
correction  of  the  sacred  council,  touching  all  things 
that  have  been  objected  or  imputed  to  me,  or  drawn 
from  my  books,  or,  in  fine,  proved  by  the  deposition 
of  witnesses — in  order  to  abjure,  revoke,  and  retra-ct 
them,  and  to  undergo  the  merciful  penance  imposed 
by  the  Council,  and  generally  to  do  all  that  ite  good- 
ness shall  judge  necessary  for  my  salvation,  recom- 
mending myself  to  its  pity  with  entire  submission."^ 
In  this  formula  of  recantation  there  was  manifest  a 
greater  leniency  than  was  exhibited  by  the  Bohe- 
mian enemies  of  Huss.  Cardinal  Zabarella,  by  whom 
it  was  probably  drawn  up,  was  evidently  more  in- 
clined to  moderation  and  mercy  than  many  other 
members  of  the  council.^  And  although  no  one 
dared  openly  to  advocate  his  cause,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  among  the  few  in  the  council 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  329.  church  waa  to  be  done  away,  the  oel- 

'  Becker  says,  I  know  not  on  what  Ibaey  of  the  clergy  must  be  ^ven  up 

nuthoiity,  that  Zabarella  hdd  that  — p.  lOS. 

If  one  of  tbegTOitpst  scandals  of  the 
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wlio  were  kindly  disposed  to  him,  or  at  least  sought 
to  save  his  life,  there  were  some  of  no  little  influence. 
The  presiding  cardinal,  John  de  Viviers  of  Ostia, 
treated  him  with  hamanity  and  kindness.  The:^ 
were  strong  inducements,  not  only  in  the  hope  of 
saving  his  life,  but  in  the  entreaties  and  persuasions 
of  his  friends,  to  lead  Huss  to  adopt  the  form  of  re- 
cantation that  had  been  drawn  up.  But  it  was  here, 
and  in  these  very  circumstances,  that  his  character 
shone  forth  most  brightly.  He  had  no  ambition  to 
found  a  sect,  or  attain  notoriety  by  putting  forth 
new  and  strange  dogmas.  His  constant  appeal — 
and  this  was  his  real  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  coun- 
cil that  had  judged  the  pope,  and  allowed  no  other 
being,  human  or  divine,  to  share  its  tribunal — was  to 
the  word  of  God.  Nobly  did  he  exhibit,  and  he- 
roically did  he  adhere  to  that  pnnciple  which  was 
the  stronghold,  a  century  later,  of  the  great  German 
reformer, 

Huss  could  not  accept  the  form  of  recantation 
drawn  up  for  him,  grateful  as  he  expressed  himself 
for  the  kindness  by  which  it  had  been  modified,  if 
not  dictated.  He  felt  that  to  adopt  it  would  be  a 
compromise  of  principle.  Calmly  and  clearly  he 
stated  his  reasons  for  rejecting  it :  "  My  father," 
said  he,  in  reply  to  the  cardinal,  "may  the  Almighty 
Father,  most  wise  and  holy,  count  you  worthy  the 
reward  of  eternal  glory,  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Most  reverend  father,  I  am  truly  grateful  for  your 
kind  and  fatherly  favor.  But  I  dare  not  submit,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  this  proposition  made  by  me 
to  the  council.     For  in  such  a  ease  I  must  needs  con- 
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demti  many  truths,  an  act  which  (as  I  have  heard 
from  their  own  lips)  they  call  scandalous.  Besides, 
through  such  an  abjuration  I  must  perjure  myself 
by  the  confession  that  I  have  held  errors.  By  these 
things  should  I  give  scandal  to  the  people  of  God, 
who  heard  from  me  in  my  preaching  that  with 
which  this  would  be  inconsistent.  If  therefore  Ele- 
azar,  under  the  Old  Testament,  of  whom  we  read  in 
Maccabees,  would  not  falsely  confess  that  he  had 
eaten  meat  by  the  law  forbidden,  lest  he  should  sin 
against  God,  and  leave  an  evil  example  to  those  that 
should  come  after  him, — how  shall  I,  a  priest  of  the 
New  Testament,  although  unworthy,  for  fear  of  a 
punishment  which  will  soon  be  passed,  consent,  by 
a  grievous  sin,  to  transgress  the  law  of  God, — first, 
by  departing  from  the  truth ;  secondly,  by  commit- 
ting perjury?  In  truth,  it  is  better  for  me  to  die,  than, 
by  flying  from  a  momentary, pain,  fall  into  the  hands 
of  God,  and  perhaps  have  fire  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt for  my  portion.  And,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
appealed  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  most  powerful  and 
righteous  Judge,  committing  his  own  cause  into  his 
hands,  I  do  therefore  abide  by  his  most  holy  de- 
cree and  sentence,  knowing  that  he  will  judge  each 
man,  not  according  to  false  testimony,  nor  according 
to  fallible  councils,  but  according  to  truth  and  indi- 
vidual desert." 

Such  an  answer,  from  one  whose  woi'ds  meant  what 
they  expressed,  was  worthy  of,  and  could  have  pro- 
ceeded only  from  a  spirit  lifted  above  the  world,  and 
made  heroic  by  faith  in  God.  Many,  no  doubt,  of 
the  friends  of  Hoss  regretted  the  decision  which  he 
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had  made.  Under  the  pressure  of  the  immediate 
danger  of  his  life,  they  would  at  least  have  counselled 
him  to  temporize.  One  of  these,'  a  member  of  tho 
council,  whose  tindness  Hnss  had  before  experienced, 
sought  to  overcome  by  gentle  persuasions  the  scru- 
ples which  he  felt  in  regard  to  recanting.  "As  to 
your  first  objection,"  said  he,  "  let  not  this,  my  most 
loving  and  beloved  brother,  have  weight  with  you, 
that  you  thus  condemn  the  truth.  For  it  is  not  we, 
but  they,  who  condemn  it — they  who  now  are  your 
and  my  superiors.  Consider  the  saying,  '  Lean  not 
to  thine  own  understanding.'  There  are  many 
learned  and  conscientious  men  in  the  council.  '  My 
son,  hear  the  law  of  thy  mother.'  This  much  to 
your  first  objection. 

"  As  to  the  second,  in  regard  to  peijury :  This  per- 
jury, if  it  he  perjury,  would  recoil  not  upon  you,  but 
upon  those  who  require  it.  Your  views  on  these 
subjects  are  not  heresies  unless  you  persist  obstinately 
in  maintaining  them.^  Augustine,  Oiigen,  the  Mas- 
ter of  Sentences,  and  others  have  fallen  into  error,  but 
they  cheerfully  forsook  it.  I  have  many  times  be- 
lieved myself  to  be  aeq^uainted  with  mattera  in  which 
I  was  ill-informed.  When  set  right,  I  joyfully  re- 
turned to  correct  views. 

"  I  write,  moreover,  briefly,  for  I  write  to  a  man 
of  understanding.  Yon  wUl  not  recede  from  the 
truth,  but  will  approximate  to  the  truth.  You  will 
not  peijure  yourself,  but  will  better  yourself.  You 
will  not  give  scandal,  but  you  will  edify.     Eleazar 
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was  a  noble  Jew.  Judas,  witli  his  seven  sons  and 
the  eight  martyrs,  was  nobler.  St.  Panl  was  let 
down  from  the  wall  secretly  in  a  basket,  that  he 
might  work  out  better  things.  May  Jesns  Christ,  the 
judge  of  your  appeal,  grant  you  apostles,^  and  these 
are  they.  Confly;ts  yet  await  you  for  the  faith  of 
Christ." 

By  othei-s,  also,  Huas  was  urgently  pressed  to  re- 
cant. Again  and  again,  both  in  private  and  public, 
he  was  beset  by  the  importunities  of  those  who  felt 
for  him  a  strong  attachment,  or  who,  highly  respect- 
ing his  character  and  talents,  wished  to  snatch  him 
from  the  flames.  The  cooncil,  moreover,  with  all 
the  eagerness  of  some  of  its  members  for  the  severest 
measures,  could  not  be  altogether  blind  to  the  wiser 
policy  of  forcing  Huss  to  acknowledge  publicly  the 
supremacy  and  infallibility  of  their  judgment.  The 
question,  in  fact,  was  reduced  to  this  :  The  council,  or 
private  judgment — which  must  yield?  The  council 
would  allow  no  rival.  They  had  deposed  a  pope, 
arid  the  acknowledgment  of  their  supremacy  was 
with  them  a  vital  point.  Huss  could  not  blindly 
submit  to  place  them  in  the  seat  of  Christ— to  en- 
throne them  above  the  word  of  God.  This  was  his 
crime.  In  the  eyes  of  the  council  it  was  an  aggra^ 
vated  one,  and  it  ensured  his  doom. 

The  piTsoner  remained  steadfast  in  his  purpose. 
His  conscience  forbade  him  to  sacrifice  the  truth.   To 
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all  the  solicitations  of  friendship,  to  all  the  authoii- 
tative  advice  of  members  of  the  council,  to  public 
and  private  pereuasiona,  he  remained  equally  un- 
moved. "  I  would  sooner,"  said  he,  "  have  a  mill- 
stone bound  about  my  neck,  and  be  cast  into  the  sea, 
than  give  occasion  of  scandal  to  my  neighbor ;  and, 
having  preached  to  others  constancy  and  endurance, 
I  will  set  them  an  example,  looking  for  help  to  the 
grace  of  God."  ^  There  was  never  in  the  prisoner  a 
moment's  wavering.  Among  others  that  visited  him 
was  Paletz,  his  former  friend.  He  evidently  had 
not  counted  on  the  constancy  of  Huss,  Kesolved  to 
humble  him  as  a  rival,  he  could  scarce  have  sought 
his  life.  All  the  persuasions  of  Paletz  were  em- 
ployed to  shake  the  prisoner's  finnness.  "Put  your- 
self," said  Huss,  "  in  my  place.  What  would  you  do 
if  you  were  thoroughly  assured  that  you  had  never 
held  the  errora  which  they  wish  you  to  retract?" 
"I  confess,"  said  Paletz,  "it  is  hard,"  and  for  once 
the  tears  filled  his  eyes.*  The  persecutor  paid  his 
victim  the  tribute  of  sympathy,  wrung  out  by  respect 
for  truthful  constancy,  and  perhaps  the  memory  of 
former  friendship.  It  is  not  impossible  that  remorse 
for  his  conduct,  which  was  leading  to  a  strangely 
fatal  result,  had  something  to  do  with  his  tears. 

In  one  of  his  letters*  Huss  gives  the  substance  of 
the  argument  of  one  of  the  doctors  who  was  urging 
him  to  a  blind  submission  to  the  council.  "Even 
though  the  council,"  said  he,  "  should  tell  you  that 
you  have  but  one  eye,  and  you  have  two,  you  would 
be  bound  to  assent  to  their  statement."     "  And  I," 

'  Ej).  xxxii:.  '  lb.  SIX.  '  lb.  xsxiii. 
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replied  Huss,  "  while  God  spares  my  reason,  would 
never  allow  such  a  thing,  though  the  whole  world 
were  agreed  upon  it,  because  I  could  not  say  it  with- 
out wounding  my  conscience,"  No  wonder  the  doc- 
tor was  confused  by  the  reply.  The  iUugtration  he 
had  selected  was  too  ridiculous  for  ridicule.  It  only 
set  the  conscientiousness  of  Huss,  as  well  as  the  ab 
surdity  of  the  demands  made  upon  him,  in  a  too  ob- 
vious light. 

Nothing  now  remained  for  Hubs  but  to  prepare 
himself  and  his  friends  for  the  fatal  result  which  his 
own  constancy  rendered  inevitable.  Carefully  and 
clearlydoes  he  lay  down  the  principles  upon  which 
his  conduct  wa?  based.  He  does  not  trifle  with  his 
fate.  His  words  are  calm  and  serions,  as  were  be- 
fitting his  circumstances.  "  Often,"  says  he,  "  have 
the  demands*  of  the  council  upon  me  been  urged. 
But,  inasmuch  as  they  imply  that  I  recant,  abjure, 
and  submit  to  penance,  In  matters  of  truth  which  I 
must  give  up — requiring  me  to  abjure,  and  perjure 
myself  by  confessing  eri'ors  falsely  imputed  to  me — 
demanding  that  I  should  give  offence  to  many  of 
God's  people  to  whom  I  have  preached, — for  which  I 
should  deserve  that  a  mill-stone  should  be  tied  about 
my  neck,  and  I  be  cast  into  the  midst  of  the  sea — 
and  because,  if  I  should  submit,  in  order  to  escape  a 
temporary  trouble  and  penalty,  I  should  plunge  my- 
self into  far  greater,  unless  I  should  repent,-— for 
these  reasons  I  cannot  yield.  And  for  my  consola- 
tion, I  thint  of  the  seven  martyrs  of  the  Maccabees, 
who  chose  rather  to  be  cut  in  pieces  than  disobey 
God  by  eating  flesh.     I  think,  moreover,  of  ] 
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wlio  would  not  even  say  that  he  had  eaten  flesh  con- 
trary to  the  law,  lest  be  should  set  an  evil  example 
to  those  that  shoTild  come  after  him,  choosing  rather 
to  endure  martyrdom.  Wherefore,  having  these  be- 
fore my  eyes,  as  well  as  many  holy  men  and  women 
of  the  New  Testament  who  gave  themselves  up  to 
martyrdom  because  they  would  not  consent  to  sin ; 
and,  moreover,  having  preached  so  many  years  on 
the  duty  of  constancy  and  endurance,  I  cannot  but 
say  of  a  course  by  which  I  must  utter  many  false- 
hoods, and  commit  perjury,  giving  offence  to  many 
of  God's  children — far  be  it,  far  be  it  from  me  !  For 
my  Master,  Christ,  shall  be  hereafter  my  reward, 
while  even  now  he  gives  me  the  aid  of  his  pres- 
ence." ^ 

Such  were  the  reasons  which  Hnss  repeatedly  and 
on  different  occasions  urged  in  defence  of  his  coarse. 
They  were  neither  fanciful  nor  fanatical,  but  such  as 
would  be  appreciated  by  his  friends  and  followers 
at  Prague.  To  these  he  wrote  from  time  to  time  as 
occasion  offered,  and  his  letters  were  publicly  read  in 
the  Bethlehem  chapel,  where  his  voice  had  once  been 
so  often  heard.  "My  dear  brethren,  (so  he  writes 
back  to  Bohemia,)  I  have  thought  that  it  might  be 
well  to  admonish  you  how  my  books  written  in  the 
Bohemian  language  have  been  condemned  in  the 
council  of  Constance — though  itself  full  of  pride,  av- 
aiice,  ambition,  and  almost  every  vice — as  being 
heretical.  They  have  hardly  been  seen  or  read,  or, 
if  read,  not  understood.  ...  If  ye  had  been  present 
here  at  Constance,  ye  would  have  seen  this  council, 

'  Epis.  sx. 
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called  boly,  and  ^therefore  claimed  to  be  infallible,  as 
thougli  it  could  not  err,  to  be  sbamefal  and  scanda- 
lous ;  for  the  very  citizens  of  tliis  country  aay,  as  I 
have  heard,  that  this  city  will  not  recover  in  thirty 
years  from  the  sins  and  scandals  of  this  eoancil."  He 
bids  his  friends  not  to  be  frightened  at  the  decision 
against  his  books.  "  They  have  attempted  to  frighten 
me  from  the  truth  of  Christ,  bat  the  strength  of 
God  in  me  they  have  been  unable  to  overcome.  .  .  . 
They  would  not  venture  to  discuss  with  me,  though 
I  professed  my  willingness  to  be  instructed,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  .  .  .  Not  by 
these,  but  by  terrors  and  threats  have  they  tried  to 
overcome  me.  But  the  God  of  mercy,  to  whose 
word  I  bow,  is  with  me,  and  still  will  be,  as  I  am 
confident,  and  in  his  grace  will  keep  me  even  until 
death." 

In  another  letter  Huss  reminds  his  friends  of  the 
treatment  of  the  books  of  Jeremiah — fuU  as  harsh 
as  that  which  his  own  had  experienced,  and  yet  they 
were  not  suppressed.  In  later  times  the  sacred 
writings  were  burned,  as  well  as  the  works  of  sev- 
ei'al  of  the  father,  but  they  could  not  be  suppressed. 
He  bids  them  not  to  neglect  his  books,  or  give  them 
to  his  enemies  to  be  burned.  As  to  themselves, 
they  need  not  be  terrified.  The  forces  of  Antichrist 
would  perhaps  leave  them  at  peace.  The  council  of 
Constance  would  scarcely  come  to  Prague,  and  some 
of  his  followers,  he  believed,  would  sooner  die  than 
give  up  his  books. 

Even  in  the  danger  in  which  Huss  found  himself 
of  his  life,  he  did  not  fear  to  give  free  expression  to 
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the  severe  judgmeot  he  had  formed  of  his  judges. 
He  speaks  of  their  having  condemned  their  head, 
while  many  of  themselves  were  guilty  of  the  same 
crimes.  "  Would  to  God,"  says  he,  "  that  in  this 
council  it  had  been  said  by  divine  authority,  Let 
him  that  is  without  sio  among  you  first  pass  sen- 
tence. "Undoubtedly  they  would  have  gone  forth, 
one  after  the  other.  Why,  then,  have  they  hereto- 
fore bowed  to  him,  kissed  his  feet,  called  him  Most 
Holy,  when  they  have  known  and  seen  that  he  was 
a  heretic,  a  murderer,  a  reprobate  wretch,  as  they 
have  publicly  charged  him  with  being?  Yea,  why 
did  the  cardinals  speak  of  him  as  holy,  when  they 
knew  that  he  murdered  his  predecessor  ?  Why  did 
they  allow  him,  while  he  was  yet  pope,  to  drive  such 
a  traffic  as  he  did  in  holy  things  ?  They  are  bis 
counsellors  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  him  the 
best  advice,  and  if  they  failed  to  do  it  are  they  not 
equally  guilty  ?  .  .  .  I  think  we  may  plainly  see 
Antichrist  revealed  in  the  pope,  and  others  present 
at  the  council." 

Such  were  the  views  which  Hnss  had  held  at 
Prague — ^now  confirmed  by  his  experiience  at  Con- 
stance— and  in  the  conviction  of  the  tiiith  of  which 
he  was  willing  to  die.  In  full  anticipation  of  the 
final  result,  he  wrote,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  a  letter 
to  his  friends  in  Prague,  in  which  he  gives  them  for 
the  last  time— as  he  feared — his  counsel  and  en- 
couragement. In  this  parting  address,  that  might 
be  almost  dated  from  the  martyr's  stake,  he  speaks 
with  an  apostolic  earnestness  and  unction.  He  for- 
gets no  class,  neither  rich  nor  poor,  male  nor  female, 
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but  adapts  his  words  to  the  circumstances  of 
each.^ 

"I,  Master  John  Huss,  in  the  hope  that  I  am 
God's  servant,  wish,  on  behalf  of  all  the  faithful  of 
Bohemia  who  love  God,  that  they  may  live  and  die 
in  the  grace  of  GocI,  and  at  last  be  saved.  Amen. 
Ye  pi'jnces,  high  and  low,  I  pray  for  and  admonish 
you,  that  ye  obey  God,  reverence  his  word,  and  live 
according  to  it.  I  beseech  yon  to  abide  in  the  truth 
of  God,  which  I  have  preached  and  written  to  you 
from  his  word  and  from  the  holy  prophets.  I  be- 
seech you,  if  any  one  among  you  has  heard  from  me, 
by  public  speech  or  otherwise,  or  has  read  in  my 
books,  anything  conti'ary  to  the  truths  of  God,  that 
you  reject  it,  although  I  am  not  conscious  of  having 
written  or  taught  any  such  error. 

"  I  beseech,  moreover,  if  anyone  has  observed  any 
levity  in  my  speech  or  conduct,  that  he  copy  not  my 
example,  but  intercede  with  God  in  my  behalf  that 
such  levity  may  be  forgiven  me.  I  beseech  you  to 
love  and  hold  in  high  esteem  those  priests  who  dis- 
charge well  the  duties  of  their  office,  especially  those 
who  labor  in  the  word  of  God.  But  beware  of  the 
wicked,  especially  those  Godless  pastors  that  go 
about,  as  the  Master  says,  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  in- 
wardly they  are  I'avening  wolves.  Ye  nobles,  I 
beseech  you,  deal  fairly  with  your  subjects,  and 
maintain  just  govex'nment.  Ye  burghera,  I  beseech 
you  that  ye  each  live  in  his  estate  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  keep  a  clear  conscience.  Ye  artisans,  labor 
faithfully,  and  earn  your  bread  in  the  fear  of  God. 
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Ye  servants,  serve  yonr  masters  in  truth.  Ye  school- 
masters, instruct  the  youth  to  purity  of  life,  and 
teach  them  with  diligence  and  fidelity.  First  of  all, 
that  they  fear  God,  and  keep  him  before  their  eyes. 
Then,  that  they  study  with  all  diligence,  not  for  gain 
or  the  honor  of  the  world,  but  for  God's  glory,  the 
good  of  men,  and  their  own  salvation.  Students  tn 
the  university,  and  all  other  pupils,  I  pray  you  be 
obedient  to  your  mastei-s  in  all  that  is  honorable  and 
praiseworthy,  following  their  good  example,  and  dili- 
gently studying,  that  by  your  means  God's  glory  may 
be  promoted,  and  yourselves  with  others  advance  in 
all  that  is  good. 

"  Finally,  I  pray  you  all  gratefully  to  regard  the 
excellent  lords  Wenzel  de  Duba,  John  de  Chlum, 
Henry  Plumlow,  William  Zagetz,  and  other  nobles 
from  Bohemia,  Moldavia,  and  Poland,  and  ti'eat  them 
with  studious  respect.  For  many  a  time  have  they 
set  themselves  against  the  whole  council,  and  man- 
fully defended  the  truth,  exerting  themselves  to  the 
utmost  to  save  my  life,  expeeially  Duba  and  Chlum, 
to  whom  you  may  give  full  credit  in  the  entire  ac- 
count which  they  will  render  yon  of  what  has  taken 
place.  For  they  have  been  often  by,  when  I  have 
answered  before  the  counci],  and  they  know  who 
those  Bohemians  are  who  have  treated  me  with 
severity  and  harshness,  and  how  the  whole  council 
cried  out  against  me  when  I  merely  answered  the 
questions  which  they  asked. 

"  I  beseech  you,  moreover,  to  pray  to  God  for  the 
emperor,  and  for  your  king  and  queen,  that  the  God 
of  mercy  may  be  with  and  among  you  forever. 
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"  This  letter  have  I  written  to  you  in  prison  and 
in  chains,  and  this  morning  I  have  heard  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  council  that  I  must  be  burned.  But  I 
have  full  confidence  in  God  that  he  will  not  forsake 
me,  nor  permit  me  to  deny  his  truth,  or  with  perjury 
confess  as  mine  the  errors  falsely  imputed  to  me  by 
lying  witnesses.  But  how  gently  God  my  Master 
deals  with  me,  and  supports  me  through  surprising 
conflicts,  ye  shall  learn  when,  amid  the  joys  of  the 
life  to  come,  we  shall,  through  the  grace  of  Christ, 
behold  one  another  again. 

"  Of  my  dear  friend.  Master  Jerome,  I  hear  noth- 
ing, except  that  he  is  kept  close  in  prison,  where, 
like  me,  he  awaits  death  for  the  faith  which  he  has 
manifested  in  Bohemia,  But  our  bitterest  enemies, 
■  the  Bohemians  who  have  ill-treated  us,  go  from  bad 
to  worse.  I  beseech  you,  pray  God  in  their  behalf. 
But  this  one  thing  I  do  especially  beseech  of  you, 
that  ye  cherish  the  Bethlehem  church,  and  faithfully 
attend  to  it  as  long  as  God  shall  give  you  grace,  that 
God's  word  be  preached  therein ;  for  of  such  a  church 
is  the  devil  the  sworn  enemy,  and  he  raises  up  against 
it  the  priests  and  their  tools,  for  he  sees  that  by  its 
means  his  kingdom  is  in  danger  of  being  broken  up. 
But  I  hope  in  God  that  he  will  sustain  the  church  in 
his  good  pleasure,  and  cause  his  word  to  be  imparted 
there  through  others  more  largely  than  it  has  been 
by  my  poor  efforts. 

"  I  beseech  you,  love  one  another — swerve  not  from 
the  truth.  Meditate  upon  it — how  the  righteous  may 
not  be  crushed.  Given  on  Monday  night  before  the 
day  of  St.  Vitus,  by  a  faithful  messenger." 
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Such  was  the  calm  and  manly  tone  of  this  letter 
of  Huss,  wi-itten  under  the  impre^ion  that  it  would 
be  his  last!  It  manifests  throughout  a  noble  and 
Chi'istian  spirit.  There  is  no  railing  at  his  ene- 
mies. There  is  no  wild  fanatic  enthusiasm.  There 
is  no  despondency.  In  a  more  than  human  strength 
he  prepared  himself  to  meet  his  fate. 

But  events  of  which  Huss  was  not  aware  led  to  a 
postponing  of  the  time  of  his  execution.  While  the 
couueil  had  resolved  that  if  he  should  refuse  to  re- 
cant be  should  be  burned,  and  this  fact  had  been 
communicated  to  him  to  awe  and  frighten  him  into 
submission,  they  had  also  secretly  resolved,  in  the 
confident  expectation  that  he  would  consent  to  the 
form  of  recantation,  that,  after  having  given  this  con- 
sent, he  should  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  be  doomed 
to  close  imprisonment.  The  tenor  of  this  proposed 
decree,  giving  hope  of  the  issue  which  the  council 
most  desired,  shows  that  among  its  members  there 
were  those  who  entertained  no  doubt  of  being  able 
to  persuade  Huss  to  recant,  and  save  his  life.  This 
proposed  decree  is  worthy  of  being  given  entire,  as  it 
shows  what  the  tender  mercies  of  the  council  would 
have  been  even  in  case  Huss  had  submitted.  It  is  as 
follows  •} — 

"  But,  inasmuch  as  from  some  manifest  signs  it  is 
conjeetui'ed  that  the  said  John  Huss  experiences  con- 
trition for  his  former  sins,  and,  influenced  by  sound 
advice,  is  desirous  of  returning  to  the  truth  of  the 
church  of  God,  with  a  pure  heart,  and  with  faith  un- 
feigned,— therefore  this  holy  council  cheerfully  allows 

'  Van  der  lUi-At,  \w.  432. 
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him  to  present  himself  voluntarily,  for  the  purpose 
of  abjuring  and  revoking  all  heretical  pravity  and 
error,  specially  the  errors  of  John  Wickliffe,  receiv- 
ing him,  upon  confessing  of  his  own  accord,  with  the 
prodigal  SOD,  the  sins  he  has  committed,  and  mani- 
festing penitence,  and  absolving  him,  humbly  seeking 
absolution  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication 
which  rests  upon  him.  But,  inasmuch  as  from  the 
doctrines  of  the  said  John  Hubs,  unsound,  inconsis- 
tent with  the  faith,  and  full  of  error,  innumerable 
scandals  and  seditions  have  sprung  up  in  the  church 
of  God,  and  among  the  people,  and  through  him 
grievous  sins  have  been  committed  against  God  and 
the  holy  church  in  the  matter  of  perverse  doctrine, 
and  contempt  for  the  keys  and  censures  of  the  church, 
to  the  immittent  danger  of  the  Catholic  faith, — there- 
fore this  present  most  holy  council  decrees  and  de- 
clares that  the  said  John  Huss,  as  a  man  scandalous, 
seditious,  pernicious  to  the  holy  church  of  God,  shall 
be  deposed  and  degraded  from  the  sacerdotal  rank, 
or  whatever  rank  in  the  church  he  may  hold;  com- 
mitting, nevertheless,  to  the  most  reverend  fathers  in 
Christ.,  the  archbishop  of  Milan,  the  bishops  of  Felti-i, 
Asti,  Alexandria,  Bakora,^  to  execute  in  a  becoming 
manner,  as  the  order  of  the  law  requires,  the  degra- 
dation of  John  Huss  in  the  presence  of  this  most 
holy  council ;  and  the  council  pronounces  and  decrees 
that  John  Huss,  as  a  man  dangerous  to  the  Christian 
faith,  for  the  aforesaid  reasons,  shall  be  immured  and 
imprisoned,  and  ought  to  be  immured  and  impris- 
oned, and  thus  perpetually  to  remain,  and  shall  be 

'  Bachovena  (Bangor?) 
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proceeded   against  in    other  respects   according  to 
canonical  sanctions."  ^ 

This  sentence  was  to  have  been  read  in  case  Huss 
should  consent  to  abjure,  when  his  degradation  from 
the  priesthood  was  immediately  to  follow.  The  im- 
pression, thus  shared  by  the  council,  that  Huss  would 
yet  be  induced  to  recant,  was  due  in  part  undoubt- 
edly to  the  hopes  of  the  pnsoner's  friends,  rather 
than  to  any  words  or  actions  of  his  own.  From  fii-st 
to  last,  the  idea  of  escaping  by  a  feigned  retraction 
seems  never  to  have  entered  his  mind.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  tenth  of  Jime,  such  an  announcement  of  the 
action  <if  the  council  was  made  to  him — with  the  inten- 
tion, no  doubt,  to  induce  him  to  recant — as  led  him  to 
believe  that  he  was  to  be  executed  the  following  day. 
Under  this  impression  he  wrote  his  farewell  letter  to 
the  Bohemians.  But  the  next  day  came,  and  the 
next,  and  the  execution  of  the  sentence  was  still  de- 
ferred. It  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  mind  of  the 
prisoner  there  should  have  sprung  up  a  faint  hope 
that  he  might  yet  be  delivered  from  the  power  of 
his  enemies.  In  his  letters,  which  he  still  continued 
to  write  to  his  friends  in  Prague  during  this  interval, 
we  see  traces  enough  of  this  latent  and  feeble  hope 
to  show  us  that  Huss  did  not  regard  death  with  the 
indifference  of  a  stoic,  or  prolonged  life  with  the  re- 
pugnance of  a  misanthrope.  He  felt,  in  the  sense  in 
which  Paul  did,  that  it  was  Chnst  for  him  to  live, 
but  if  truth  demanded  a  victim,  be  was  ready  to  be 
offered  up.  In  the  doubtful  hope  that  he  might  yet 
be  by  some  means  rescued,  he  writes :  "  Our  Saviour 

'  See  Manai.     Van  der  Hardt,  i<r.  482.     L'Enfent,  334, 
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recalled  Lazarus  to  life  after  he  had  lain  in  the  grave 
four  days,  and  had  upon  him  the  smell  of  cori'uption. 
He  preserved  Jonah  three  days  in  the  belly  of  the 
fish,  and  sent  him  back  to  preach  again ;  he  called 
forth  Daniel  from  the  den  of  lions,  to  record  the 
prophecies ;  kept  the  three  young  men  in  the  farnace 
from  the  power  of  the  flames,  and  liberated  Susan- 
nah when  already  condemned  to  death.  Therefore, 
easily  might  he  deliver  me  too,  poor  mortal  !■ — if  it 
served  to  promote  Mis  own  glory,  the  p^ogrei^^  of 
believers,  and  my  owu  best  good — for  this  time,  from 
prison  and  from  death.  For  His  hand  is  not  short- 
ened, who  by  his  angel  led  Peter,  whUe  the  chains 
of  his  bands  fell  off,  from  the  dungeon,  when  already 
condemned  to  die  at  Jerusalem.  But  ever  let  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  which  I  desire  may  be  ful- 
filled in  me,  to  his  glory  and  to  my  own- purification 
from  sin." 

Huss  did  not  fail  to  write  again  to  his  friends  at 
Prague  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  was  afforded.  "  God 
be  with  you,"  he  says,  "  my  most  beloved  in  the  Lord. 
I  had  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  my  previous  let- 
ter to  you  would  be  my  last,  so  near  then  was  the 
pi-ospect  of  the  goal  of  death.  But  now,  when  I 
learn  that  I  am  spared,  my  joy  is  that  I  may  write 
to  you  yet  once  again,  and  testify  my  gratitude. 
As  it  concerns  my  death,  God  knows  why  I  and  my 
dear  brother,  Master  Jerome,  are  not  executed.  He, 
aa  I  hope,  will  die  innocent  and  blameless,  and  he 
gives  evidence  that  he  will  suffer  and  die  more  cour- 
ageously than  I,  poor  sinner  I  But  God  has  kept  us 
60  long  in  prison,  that  we  may  think  so  much  the 
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more  humbly  on  our  past  sins,  and  so  mucli  more 
deeply  repeat  of  them  ;  and  he  has  given  us  time  and 
space  for  the  severe  conflict  which  blots  out  great 
sins,  and  that  our  converaation  may  be  so  much  the 
more  abundant.  Yea !  he  has  given  us  time  enough, 
in  order  that  we  might  so  much  the  more  fully  reflect 
upon  the  shameful  igoominy  and  cruel  death  of  our 
loved  King,  the  Lord  Christ,  and  be  so  much  the 
more  patient  to  suffer.  Thus  may  you  learn  that 
eternal  joys  are  not  to  be  reached  through  the  joys 
of  this  world,  but  the  saints,  through  much  tribulation 
and  anguish,  have  pressed  into  the  kingdom.  For  some 
of  them  were  hewn  asunder ;  some  were  spit  upon  ; 
some  sodden ;  some  flayed  alive,  or  buried  alive, 
stoned,  crucified,  crushed  between  mill-stones,  and 
dragged  hither  and  thither  until  they  died.  Some 
■were  drowned,  burned,  hung,  torn  in  pieces,  and,  be- 
fore they  died,  shamefully  and  cruelly  treated  in 
prison.  But  who  could  undertake  to  recount  all  the 
fomas  of  pain  and  martyrdom  which  were  endured 
Tinder  the  Old  Testament,  and  have  been  repeated 
since,  to  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  those  who  in- 
flicted them — the  ecclesiastics  !  Why  should  any 
one  then  be  surprised  that  now,  with  all  their  base 
deeds  and  the  injuries  they  inflict,  they  remain  un- 
punished? Indeed,  I  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
forced  to  read  my  books,  in  which  their  baseness  is 
plainly  set  forth;  and  I  know  that  they  have  read 
them  far  more  diligently  than  they  read  the  holy 
gc«pel,  only  that  they  may  discover  something  with 
which  they  may  be  able  to  find  fault." 

The  anxiety  of  the  council,  and  especially  of  the  em- 
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peroi',  to  induce  Huss  to  retract,  led  them  to  continue 
efforts  of  exhortation  and  pei'suasion.  The  emperor 
at  least  could  not  contemplate  the  prospect  of  the 
execution  of  Huss  without  apprehension  as  to  the 
results  that  might  follow.  It  would  undoubtedly 
exasperate  the  whole  Bohemian  nation,  and  their 
execration  would  fall,  not  without  reason,  upon  his 
own  head.  The  cry  of  an  indignant  people,  and  per- 
haps the  secret  reproaches  of  his  own  conscience, 
arose  before  him  and  made  him  hesitate.  He  had 
gone  too  far  with  the  council  already  to  attempt  to 
shield  Huss  from  the  sentence  of  death,  unless  some 
I'etraction  on  his  part  could  be  secured.  The  attempt 
to  do  it  would  only  exasperate  the  council  and  lead 
it  to  counteract  his  schemes,  or  perhaps  regard  him 
as  implicated  in  heresy.  The  abjuration  of  Huss 
alone  could  relieve  the  emperor  from  his  perplexity ; 
and  to  obtain  it  he  spared  neither  prayers,  persua- 
sion, nor  threats.  From  first  to  last,  all  these  efforts 
were  vain.  "I  have  refused  to  abjure," — so  Huss 
writes  to  the  University  of  Prague, — "  at  least  till  the 
articles  1  hold  are  proved  to  be  erroneous  on  the 
authority  of  Sacred  Scripture."  ^  He  disavowed  any 
wish  to  cling  to  anything  incorrect  which  could  be 
found  in  his  writings.  "I  exhort  you,"  he  says,  "to 
hold  in  detestation  whatever  you  shall  find  to  be 
false  in  my  articles."  * 

The  efforts  of  the  emperor  to  induce  Huss  to  ab- 
jure, only  filled  the  prisoner  with  a  sad  and  melan- 
choly pity  for  his  oppressor.  He  would  not  have 
exchanged  places  with  hira  for  the  world.     "Place 

'  Epis.  xvlii,  "  Epis,  li. 
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not  your  confidence  in  princes  of  the  earth," '  wrote 
he  to  his  Bohemian  friends.  Sorely  had  he  heen  de- 
ceived in  his  estimate  of  the  character  of  Sigismund, 
He  now  acknowledged  the  more  correct  appreh^ 
sions  of  his  friends.  "  Truly  did  they  say  that  Si^ 
mund  would  himself  deliver  me  up  to  my  adversarii 
he  has  done  more, — he  has  condemned  me  Before 
them."  * 

Thus  by  his  firmness  Htiss  forced  the  emperor  to 
incur  the  disgrace  of  his  own  conduct,  and,  had  he 
sought  revenge  for  the  violation  of  the  imperial  faith, 
he  had  it  in  denying  him  the  power  to  rescue  him 
from  the  funeral  pile. 

The  most  sanguine  friends  of  Huss  must  by  this 
time  have  become  fully  convinced  that  his  doom  was 
sealed.  The  firmness  of  his  purpose  was  proof 
against  all  persuasions.  His  mind  was  fully  made  up 
to  meet  the  result  which  appeared  inevitable.  His 
main  anxiety  now  was  to  secure  such  an  audience 
before  the  council  as  had  been  promised  him  by  the 
emperor.* 

It  only  remained  for  him  to  take  a  final  leave  of 
his  eai-thly  friends  and  interests.  In  letters  of  touch- 
ing pathos  he  utters  his  farewell  to  those  to  whom 
he  was  bound  by  a  mutual  attachment.  He  wrote 
to  Hawlikj*  his  successor  in  Bethlehem  chapel,  urging 
him  not  to  oppose  the  doctrine  of  the  cup.  He  ex- 
horted Christiann  of  Prachatitz  to  diligence  in  pas- 
toral duty,  and  requested  him  to  greet,  in  his  name, 
Jacobel  and  the  friends  of  truth."  He  admonished 
the  members  of  the  university  to  mutual  love  and 

'  Ejds.  xjxv.  '  lb.  » 11).  S2XV,  *  lb.  xvi.  '  lb.  xvil 
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sobriety  of  conduct,  stating  to  them  also  tlie  reasons 
■which  forbade  him  to  recant,  while  he  prayed  for  his 
enemies  that  God  would  forgive  them.  He  begged 
them  to  stand  by  Bethlehem  chapel,  and  to  appoint 
Gallus  as  hia  successor.  To  their  love  and  confidence 
he  recommended  his  faithful  friend,  Peter  the  Notary.' 
To  his  benefactors*  he  returns  his  hearty  thanks,  ad- 
monishing them  to  stand  fast  in  their  fidelity,  and 
expre^ing  his  confidence  that  God  would  repay  them 
for  what  they  had  done  in  h^  behalf.  He  expresses 
his  apprehension  that  a  severe  persecution  of  the 
true  servants  of  God  in  Bohemia  would  follow  his 
death,  unless  God  should  make  use  of  the  civil  power 
to  prevent  it.^ 

To  his  friends  generally,  whom  he  does  not  ven- 
ture to  name  lest  the  unavoidable  omission  of  some 
should  give  offence,  he  extends  his  salutations,  de- 
claring it  his  unshaken  purpose  not  to  recant,  yet 
protesting  his  desire  to  be  instructed  that  he  might 
disavow  any  article  which  could  be  shown  to  be  false. 
He  expresses  hia  sense  of  obligation  to  the  king  and 
queen,  the  barons  and  nobles  of  Bohemia  and  Mo- 
ravia, and  especially  to  the  Bohemians  in  Constance, 
for  their  friendly  offices,  and  their  efforts  to  secure 
his  liberation.^  From  his  own  espeiience,  he  admon- 
ishes his  friends  not  to  put  their  trust  in  an  arm  of 
flesh."  To  Chlum  (June  29)  he  addresses  cheering 
words  of  the  future  glory  with  Christ,  of  those  who 
suffer  for  him  now.^  Of  his  different  friends,  includ- 
ing Martin,  Peter  the  Notary,  Duba,  the  family  of 
Liderius,  and  others,  he  takes  leave,  in  tender  and 

' Bpis.  svili.      ' lb.  niy.      '  lb.  lix.      '  lb.  n.     'lb.  xxl     '  lb.  n.  nu. 
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affecting  words.  He  urges  tliat  care  sbould  be  taken 
of  his  letters,  and  that  they  should  be  carried  back 
to  Bohemia,  lest  his  friends  should  be  implicated  or 
brought  into  danger  by  means  of  them'.  The  lines 
which  he  received  from  time  to  time  from  his  friends, 
he  immediately  destroyed.^ 

In  the  letter  in  which  he  narrates  his  sad  interview 
with  Paletz,  he  expresses  his  joyful  assurance  of  the 
heavenly  glory  that  shall  crown  h^  martyrdom,  and 
his  confidence  in  the  strength  which  ChiTst  alone  can 
impai't,  praying  for  "  a  fearless  spirit,  a  true  faith,  a 
firm  hope,  and  perfect  charity."  ®  He  does  not  forget 
his  nephews,  (sons  of  his  brother,)  but  directs  that 
they  should  be  placed  in  some  secular  ealHng,  since 
he  feared  that  if  they  were  educated  for  the  priest- 
hood, they  would  not  discharge  its  duties  as  they 
ought.*  He  dissuades  his  friends  generally  from 
coming  to  him  at  Constance,  for  fear  of  the  conse- 
quences ;  and  the  sight  of  Christiann,  who  had  come 
in  the  vain  hope  of  serving  him,  completely  un- 
manned him,  and  melted  him  to  tears.  All  the  pro- 
vision which  he  could  make  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts  at  Prague,  was  made,  and  in  ease  it  proved  in- 
sufficient, he  begged  his  creditors  to  forgive  him  for 
the  sake  of  their  common  Master,  Christ. 

Disburdened  of  other  cares,  Huss  was  now  anxious 
only  for  a  final  hearing  before  the  council.  He  beg- 
ged that  the  emperor  might  be  present,  and  that  he 
might  himself  have  a  place  assigned  him  near  the 
imperial  presence.  He  requested  also  that  the  noble 
knights,  Chlum,  Duba,  and  Latzenibock,  would  take 

'  Epis,  iivii,  '  lb.  xxiiv.  '  lb.   xxx.  '  lb.  siviii. 
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good  care  to  be  present,  to  witness  to  Lis  words,  and 
prevent  any  false  repoi-ts  in  regard  to  his  statements 
from  going  abroad.^ 

In  the  prospect  of  the  doom  before  him,  Huss 
sought  a  confe^or.  Whom  would  he  select  ?  Scarcely 
could  he  wish  for  such  a  one  as  the  council  would 
appoint.  He  could  value  but  lightly  the  absolution 
conferred  by  hands  stained  with  simony  and  coi-- 
ruption.  His  conscience  was  void  of  offence,  and  at 
peace  with  God,  and  no  superstitious  reverence  for 
the  priesthood  induced  him  to  believe  that  his  sal- 
vation was  dependent  on  sacerdotal  absolution.  It 
was  undoubtedly  more  with  the  desire  of  a  full  and 
free  conference  with  his  former  fiiend,  than  from 
any  other  motive,  that  he  sought  the  privilege  of 
having  a  confessor  granted  him,  and  asked  that 
Paletz  might  be  appointed.* 

Nothing  could  more  fully  testify  the  humility  and 
the  forgiving  spirit  of  Huss  than  this  request.  He 
felt  that  he  had  been  wronged  by  those  Bohemians 
who,  before  the  council,  had  pursued  him  with  unre- 
lenting hostility.  Among  these  Paletz  had  held  the 
foremost  rank,  and  he  it  was  whom  Huss,  with  a 
magnanimity  unsurpassed,  selected  to  hear  his  dying 
confession.  Of  him  he  had  most  to  complain,  and 
to  him  he  had  the  most  to  forgive.  "  Alas  ! "  said 
he,  "  the  wounds  which  we  receive  from  those  persona 
in  whom  our  soul  has  placed  its  hope,  are  the  moat 
cruel;  for  to  the  sufferings  of  the  body  are  joined 
the  pangs  of  betrayed  friendship.  In  my  case  it  is 
from  Paletz  that  my  most  profound   affliction  pro- 
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ceeds."  Again  lie  says,  "  Paletz  is  my  greatest  ad- 
versary ;  it  is  to  him  that  I  wish  to  confess  myself." 
This  request  of  Huss  was  refused  him,  and  in  his 
place  the  bishops  sent  a  monk,  whom  he  speaks  well 
of,  and  who,  after  having  given  him  absolution,  re- 
commended to  him  to  submit,  but  without  absolutely 
commanding  it.^ 

Paletz,  moreover,  who  had  previously  been  applied 
to,  had  refused.  He  recoiled  from  the  painful  task 
which  the  humility  and  magnanimity  of  Huss  had 
imposed.  He  was,  however,  vanquished  by  the  noble- 
ness and  generosity  of  the  prisoner's  conduct,  and  he 
determined  to  visit  him  in  his  cell, 

AVTien  Huss  saw  him  enter,  he  addressed  him  not 
in  the  language  of  reproach  or  passion,  but  in  a  mild 
and  melancholy  tone.  "  Paletz,"  said  he,  "  I  uttered 
some  expressions  before  the  council  that  were  cal- 
culated to  offend  you.  Pardon  me."  This  was  un- 
doubtedly the  confession  which  he  most  desired  to 
make.  And  now  he  had  made  it,  and  Paletz  was  his 
confessor.  His  persecutor  was  deeply  affected,  and 
entreated  Huss  to  abjure,  undoubtedly  with  the 
deepest  sincerity ;  for  he  never  seems  to  have  appre- 
hended that  his  prosecution  would  cost  him  the  life 
of  one  that  was  once  his  friend,  and  whom  he  conld 
never  have  ceased  really  to  respect.  "  I  conjure  you," 
said  he,  "  do  not  look  to  the  shame  of  retracting,  but 
only  to  the  good  that  must  result  from  it."  "  Is  not 
the  opprobrium,"  replied  Huss,  "  of  the  condemnation 
and  the  punishment  greater  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
than   that   of  the    abjuration?     How,  then,"  asked 
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Hnss,  as  if  in  gentle  reproacli  for  the  imputation  of 
sucli  a  motive — "  How,  then,  can  yon  suppose  that  it  is 
a  false  shame  which  prevents  me  ? "  It  was  on  this 
occasion,  probably,  that  Huss  asked  the  question  be- 
fore referred  to,  of  PaJetz,  what  he  would  do  if  the 
case  were  his  own,  and  he  were  required  to  retract 
errors  that  he  never  held.  With  tears  Paletz  con- 
fessed that  the  case  would  be  hai'd  indeed.  "  Is  it 
possible,"  rejoined  Huss,  "  that  you,  who  are  now  in 
this  state  before  me,  could  have  said  in  full  council, 
when  pointing  to  me,  '  that  man  does  not  believe  in 
Grod  ? '  "  Paletz  denied  having  said  it.  "  You  said 
so,  however,"  repeated  Huss ;  "  and,  in  addition,  you 
declared  that  since  the  birth  of  Jesos  Christ  there 
never  was  seen  a  more  dangerous  heretic.  Ah  1 
Paletz,  Paletz,  why  have  yon  wrought  me  so  much 
evil  ? "  Paletz  repHed  by  again  exhorting  him  to  sub- 
mit, and  then  withdrew,  weeping  bitterly.^ 

It  is  no  wonder  that,  in  the  excited  state  of  the 
prisoner's  mind,  and  in  the  solitude  of  his  cell,  his 
dreams  should  have  partaken  of  the  character  of 
his  waking  thoughts,  or  that  they  should  have  as- 
sumed a  prophetic  aspect.  He  believed  that  in  this 
manner  he  had  received  intimations  of  fnture  events. 
"  Know,"  he  writes  to  his  friends,  "  that  I  have  had 
great  conflicts  in  my  dreams.  I  dreamed  beforehand 
of  the  flight  of  the  pope,  and  after  relating  it,  Chlum 
said  to  me  in  my  dream,  '  The  pope  will  also  return.' 
Then  I  dreamt  of  the  imprisonment  of  Jerome,  though 
not  literally  according  to  the  fact.  All  the  diff'erent 
prisons  to  which  X  have  been  conveyed  have  been 

'  Epi5.  xxx.  and  suti. 


dbyGoogle 


32  LIFE   AISTD   TIMES   OF   JOHN   HUSS.  [Cii.  I. 

represented  to  me  beforehand  in  my  dreams.  There 
have  also  appeared  to  me  serpents,  with  heads 
also  on  their  tails,  but  they  have  never  been  able  to 
bite  me.  I  do  not  write  this  because  I  believe  my- 
self a  prophet,  or  wish  to  exalt  myself,  but  to  let  you 
know  that  I  have  had  great  temptations,  both  of 
body  and  soul,  and  the  greatest  fear  lest  I  might 
transgress  the  commandraent  of  our  Lord  Jesua 
Christ."  ^ 

What  must  have  been  the  strength  of  the  consola- 
tion by  which  Huss  was  sustained  amid  all  the  gloomy 
scenes  and  trials  of  his  tedious  and  cruel,  imprison- 
ment, and  especially  with  no  prospect  of  relief  except 
by  death !  In  the  noble  letter  which  he  wrote  on 
the  eve  before  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
he  displays  the  grounds  of  his  comfort,  peace,  and 
confidence.  "Much  consoles  me,"  he  says,^  "that 
word  of  our  Saviour,  'Blessed  be  ye  when  men  shall 
hate  you.  Kejoice  ye  in  that  day,  and  leap  for  joy, 
for,  behold,  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven.'  A  good 
consolation ;  nay,  the  best  consolation  ;  difficult,  how- 
ever, if  not  to  understand,  yet  perfectly  to  fulfil,  to 
rejoice  amid  those  sufferings.  This  rule  James  ob- 
serves, who  says,  '  My  beloved  brethren,  count  it  all 
joy  when  you  fall  into  divers  temptations;  knowing 
this,  that  the  trying  of  your  faith,  if  it  is  good,  work- 
eth  patience.'  Assuredly  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  rejoice 
without  perturbation,  and  in  all  these  manifold  temp- 
tations to  find  nothing  but  pure  joy.  Easy  it  is  to 
say  this,  and  to  expound  it,  but  hard  to  fulfil  it  in 
very  deed.     For  even  the  most  steadfast  and  patient 
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warrior,  who  knew  that  he  should  rise  on  the  third 
day ;  who,  by  his  death,  conquered  his  enemies,  and 
redeemed  his  chosen  from  perdition,  was,  after  the 
last  supper,  troubled  in  spirit,  and  said,  'My  soul  is 
troubled  even  onto  death  ; '  as  also  the  gospel  relates, 
'  that  he  began  to  tremble,  and  was  troubled ;'  nay,  in 
his  conflict  he  had  to  be  supported  by  an  angel,  and 
he  sweat,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down 
to  the  gronnd  ;  but  he  who  was  in  such  trouble  said 
to  his  disciples,  '  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  and 
fear  not  the  cruelty  of  those  that  rage  against  yon, 
because  ye  shall  ever  have  me  with  you  to  enable  you 
to  overcome  the  cruelty  of  your  tormentors.  Hence 
his  soldiei"S,  looking  to  him  as  their  king  and  leader, 
endured  great  conflicts,  went  through  fire  and  water, 
and  were  delivered.  And  they  received  from  the 
Lord  the  crown  of  which  James  speaks,  i.  12.  That 
crown  will  God  bestow  on  me  and  you,  as  I  confi- 
dently hope,  ye  zealous  combatants  for  the  truth, 
with  all  who  truly  and  perseveringly  love  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  suffered  for  us,  leaving  behind  an 
example  that  we  should  follow  in  his  steps.  It  was 
necessary  that  he  should  suffer,  as  he  tells  us  himself; 
and  we  must  suffer,  that  so  the  members  may  suffer 
with  the  head ;  foi'  so  he  says,  '  whoever  would  fol- 
low me,  let  him  take  op  his  cross  and  follow  me.' 
O  most  faithful  Christ,  draw  us  weak  ones  after 
thee,  for  we  cannot  follow  thee  if  thou  dost  not  draw 
us.  Give  us  a  strong  mind,  that  it  may  be  prepared 
and  ready.  And  if  the  flesh  is  weak,  succor  us  be- 
forehand by  thy  grace,  and  accompany  us,  for  with- 
out thee  we  can  do  nothing ;  and  least  of  all, 
VOL.  II.  3 
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can  we  face  a  cruel  death.  Give  us  a  ready  and  will- 
ing spirit,  an  undaanted  heart,  the  right  faith,  a  firm 
hope,  and  perfect  love,  that  patiently  and  with  joy 
we  may  for  thy  sake  give  np  onr  life."  Such  was  the 
letter  of  Huss — worthy  of  the  noblest  of  the  mar- 
tyrs. Only  in  its  subscription  does  it  show  any  trace 
of  the  errors  or  peculiarities  of  the  Romish  church. 
It  clos^  thas :  "  written  in  chains,  on  the  vigils  of 
St.  John,  who  because  he  rebuked  wickedness  wa.s 
beheaded  in  prison :  may  he  pray  for  us  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

Huss  had  written  what  he  supposed  was  his  fare- 
well letter  to  his  countrymen.  During  the  season  of 
his  reprieve — if  such  it  may  be  called — he  writes  to 
various  friends.  Some  of  these  have  already  been 
referred  to.  But  one  of  the  last  was  addressed  to 
Chlum,  who  seemed  to  him  dearer  than  a  brother. 
Many  a  time  had  his  cheering  words,  or  the  warm 
grasp  of  his  hand,  or  his  genial  sympathy,  brought 
comfort  to  the  lonely  and  neglected  prisoner.  Huss 
now  expi'esses  to  this  noble  knight  his  joy  at  hear- 
ing that  he  meant  to  renounce  the  vanities  and  toil- 
some services  of  the  world,  and,  retiring  to  his 
estates,  devote  himself  wholly  to  the  service  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose  service  was  perfect  free- 
dom. In  like  manner,  he  expresses  his  joy  at  learn- 
ing that  the  knighf^  Duba  had  resolved  to  retire 
from  the  world  and  marry.  "It  is  even  time  for 
him,"  he  writes,  "to  take  a  new  course,  for  he  has 
already  made  journeys  enough  through  this  kingdom 
and  that,  jousting  in  tournaments,  wearing  out  his 
body,  squandering  his  money,  and  doing  injury  to 
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his  soul.  It  only  remains  for  tim  therefore  to  re- 
nounce all  these  things,  and,  remaining  quietly  at 
home  with  hia  wife,  serve  God,  with  his  own  domes- 
tics around  him.  Far  better  will  it  be,  thus  to  serve 
God,  without  cares,  without  participation  in  the  sins 
of  the  world,  in  good  peace,  and  with  a  tranquil 
heart,  than  to  be  distracted  with  care-s  in  the  service 
of  others,  and  that,  too,  at  the  imminent  nsk  of  his 
own  salvation."  ^  To  his  friend  Christiann,  the  rector 
of  the  university,  he  writes  :  "  My  fnend  and  special 
benefactor,  stand  fast  in  the  truth  of  Christ,  and  em- 
brace the  cause  of  the  faithful.  Fear  not,  because 
the  Lord  will  shortly  bestow  his  protection  and  in- 
crease the  number  of  his  faithful.  Be  gentle  to  the 
poor,  as  thou  ever  hast  been.  Chastity  I  hope  thou 
hast  preserved  ;  covetouaness  thou  hast  avoided,  and 
continue  to  avoid  it ;  and  for  thy  own  sake,  do  not 
hold  several  Tjenefices  at  once ;  ever  retain  thy  oiim 
chnrch,  that  the  faithful  may  resort  for  help  to  thee 
as  an  affectionate  father."  Jacobel,  moreover,  with 
"all  the  friends  of  the  truth,"  are  saluted.  The  let- 
ter is  snbscnbed — "written  in  prison,  awaiting  my 
execution  at  the  stake,"  *  Last  of  all,  Huss  wrote 
his  second  farewell  letter  to  his  friends  at  Prague. 
He  besought  them  that  for  his  sake  who  would  be 
already  dead  as  to  the  body,  they  would  do  all  that 
lay  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  knight  of  Chlum 
from  coming  into  any  danger.  "  I  entreat  you,"  he 
writes,  "  that  you  will  live  by  the  word  of  God  ;  that 
you  obey  God  and  his  commandments,  as  I  have 
taught  you.     Express  to  the  king  my  thanks  for  all 
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the  kindnesses  he  has  shown  me.  Greet  in  my  name 
yoor  families  and  your  friends,  each  and  all  of  whom 
I  cannot  ennmerate.  I  pray  to  God  for  you :  do  you 
pray  for  me  ?  To  him  shall  we  all  come,  since  he  gives 
lis  help." 

This  letter  of  Huss,  so  full  of  Christian  kindli- 
ness of  feeling,  was  written  probably  on  the  fourth 
day  of  July,  in  the  immediate  expectation  of  his 
martyrdom.  In  the  addition  which  he  made  to  it 
on  the  following  day,  was  a  sort  of  postscript  to  in- 
form them  of  his  approaching  exeention.  "Already 
I  am  confident  I  &hall  suffer  for  the  sake  of  the 
word  of  God."  He  begged  his  fi'ienda,  for  God's 
sake,  not  to  allow  any  cruelty  whatever  to  be  prac- 
tised against  the  servants  and  the  saints  of  God.  He 
makes  the  bequest  of  his  fur  cloak  with  a  small  sum 
of  money,  to  the  friendly  notary,  Peter ;  to  others, 
small  legacies,  or  some  of  his  books :  it  was  nearly, 
if  not  quite  all  that  he  had  to  give.  Instead  of 
being  rich,  as  was  charged  in  prison,  he  had  to  re- 
quest his  frien(^  to  discharge  for  him  a  few  small 
debts,  that  his  creditors  might  not  suffer. 

One  of  the  last  requests  that  Huss  had  to  make 
of  his  friends  was  addressed  to  the  faithful  Chlum. 
He  wished  this  brave  man  whom  he  loved  so  ten- 
derly, to  remain  with  him  to  the  last.  "O  thou, 
the  kindest  and  most  faithful  friend,"  said  he,  "  may 
God  grant  thee  a  fitting  recompense !  I  conjure  thee 
to  grant  me  still  this — not  to  depart  until  thou  hast 
seen  everything  consummated.  Would  to  God  that 
I  could  be  at  once  led  to  the  stake  before  thy  face, 
rather   than   be  tom  away  in    prison,  as  I  am  by 
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perfidious  manceuvres !  I  still  have  hopfs — I  still 
hare. confidence — that  Almighty  God. will  previous- 
ly snatch  me  from  their  hands  to  himself,  through 
the  merits  of  his  saints.  Salute  all  our  friends 
for  me  ;  and  let  them  pray  to  the  Lord  that  I  may 
await  my  death  with  humility  and  without  mur- 
muring." 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  Huss  prepared  himself  for 
the  final  scene.  Many  were  the  letters  written  and 
messages  sent,  which  spoke  in  the  calm  and  touching 
eloquence  of  a  raartyr,  to  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  addressed.^  His  first  and  last  anxiety  was,  that 
they  should  be  faithful  to  the  truth — not  of  his  own 
teachings,  for  they  might  be  in  some  respects  erro- 
neous— but  of  the  word  of  God.  To  some  who  might 
be  called  to  follow  him  to  the  stake,  he  addressed 
such  exhortations  as  were  enforced  by  his  own  exam- 
ple. "Fear  not  to  die,"  said  he  to  priest  Martin, 
one  of  his  disciples,  "if  thou  desirest  to  live  with 
Christ,  for  he  has  himself  said,  '  Fear  not  them  that 
kill  the  body,  but  cannot  kill  the  soul.'"  And  yet 
Huss  gave  his  friend  this  I'are  counsel,  as  remarkable 
prudence  as  modesty :  "  Should  they  seek  after 
jhee  on '  account  of  thy  adhesion  to  my  doctrines, 
make  them  this  reply :  I  believe  that  my  master  was 
a  good  Christian ;  but,  in  regard  to  his  wiitings  and 
instructions,  I  have  neither  read  all,  nor  comprehend- 
ed all."  ^ 

In  his  adieus,  Huss  showed  no  respect  of  persons. 

'  The  letters  of  Huaa  are  not  ohro-     their  date.     In  most  oaaes,  however, 
nologically  arranged,  and  it  is  some-    it  may  be  ascertained  from  internal 
timeB,  therefore,  difficult  to  determine    evidsnaa. 
'  Epie.  xsviii. 
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He  remembered  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  He 
speaks  of  the  cordwainers  ia  the  same  breath  with 
the  doctors  and  the  magistrates.  Several  of  the 
families  of  his  church  in  Prague  ai-e  mentioned  in  one 
of  his  letters  as  specially  to  be  saluted.  His  words 
to  them  "  recommend  them  to  be  zealous  for  the  love 
of  Christ,  to  advance  in  humility  with  wisdom,  and 
not  to  indulge  in  comments  of  their  own  making,  but 
to  recur  to  those  of  the  saints." 

Among  the  enemies  of  Huss  none  had  shown  a 
more  inveterate  and  unrelenting  malice  than  Causis. 
Unlike  Paletz,  his  heart  was  moved  neither  to  sym- 
pathy and  compassion,  nor  to  remorse.  Several 
times  the  hardened  wretch  had  gone  to  the  prison 
where  Huss  was  confined,  and  exclaimed,  exulting  in 
the  savage  ci'uelty  of  his  nature  over  his  destined 
victim,  "  By  the  grace  of  God,  we  shall  soon  burn 
this  heretic,  whose  condemnation  has  cost  me  much 
money," '  But  even  this  failed  to  excite  in  Huss  any 
revengful  feelings.  "  I  leave  him  to  God,  and  pray 
for  this  man  most  affectionately,"  was  the  language 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  virulent  pereecutor. 

A  noble  object  does  Huss  thus  present  for  our 
study  and  admiration.  Sometimes  depressed  by  the 
fears  and  weakness  of  the  flesh,  but  never  declining 
the  crown  of  martyrdom — loving  his  own  life  in  the 
hope  of  future  usefulness,  but  far  more  anxious  for 
the  troth  he  had  preached— surrounded  by  the  ex- 
treme of  human  terror,  yet  stUl  exclaiming,  "  The 
Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall  I  fear  ? 
the  Lord  is  the  strength  of  ray  life  ;  of  whom  shall  I 
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be  afraid?"  Kindly  does  iie  remember  hia  friends 
while  he  forgives  his  enemies.  His  last  hours  and  his 
last  earthly  counsels  are  given  to  the  cause  he  loved, 
and  to  his  frieni'j — some  perhaps  soon  to  follow 
him  in  the  thorny  path  of  suffering  for  the  cause  of 
truth. 
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FINAL   AUDIENCE  A.ND  EXECUTION  OF  HUSa 

PenaDisioss  lo  Imduoe  Hnss  to   Ebcant.  — Michael   de   Causis.  — The  Empb- 
hoh's  Abbenoe  ynou  Cokstance.  ^  Thb  Refusal  of  Hoaa  to  Abjure.  —  Der^ 

-TAIION     FEOU     THE     EmPBHOH. — Adtics    OF    Chlbh. — RkPLY  Off    Hd33.— ThE 

Deputatios  Pails  of  its  Object.  — Fifteenth  Sessiom  of  the  Couhcjl. — 
Sbhhon  of  the  Bishop  op  Lodi.— Thb  Sabbath  Codnoil's  Bkobee,  Entoisino 
Silence.— Sixty  Ahticles  of  WiCKLiffFB  Condemnbd.-tStateubnt  in  RaciEB 
TO  Eras.— Thikty  Arti<;le3  of  His  Conqemneb.— He  ATTEBpra  to  Reply  to 
Bach.— Is  Silekceb.— Aoaih  Si lenceb.— Entreats  to  ek  Heahc.— Denies  Some 

op   tub   CHAEUE9.— ChABOE    OF   CLAIMING    TO   BE    THE    PoBRTH    PeESON    IN    THB 

— Calls  on  Christ  to  Witness  the  Counoii's  Scoff  at  Appeal  to  Hih.— Con- 

THE  Mention  OF  the  Safk-Cosduct. — Sebtencb  Pkonocnced  Aoainst  the  Books 
of  Huss, — His  Ekpi.t.— Sentence  Abainst  Huss. — His  Comments  Upon  it  as 
Beab.  —  His  Peater.  —  Tee  Cerekont  of  Deqraqation,  —  The  White  Robe.  — 
Abduess  TO  THE  Asssmelt.  —  MiiEHnEa.  —  Huss  Stripped  of  His  Sackiuiotal 
Habits.  —  Tonsdiie.  —  Lodichous  Dispute.  —  The  Papeb  Cbown.  —  Rhuabk  or 
Huss,  —  He  is  Given  Ovsb  to  the  Seohlar  Arm.  —  Is  Leb  Out  to  Ekecutiok 
Under  Charge  of  the  Electob.  —  Indirect  Route.  —  Bdrsing  op  the  Books 

DHGSS  op  Hi'ss,  IN  German,  TO  the  Cbowd.  —  Huss  Fbays  on  Bbachinq  the 
P  E       iiTioN.  — Fatoeable  Iupeession,- ACoNFEssoB.  — The  Privi- 

A  aaiNQ  Tus  Crowd  13  Denied.- Hoss  Peais.— His  Mitre  Pali.b 
0  — S  ak  to  His  Keepebs.  —  The  Stake  and  Coeds.  —  Is  not  Allowkd  to 
P  E      .  -  The  Sooty  Chain.  -  Hnsa  Once  Mors  Aoted  to  Recant.  - 

H      R  —The  Closino  Scene. -BnurALiTY   OF  the  Esecdtioners. — 

Te>         NY       ^NEAs  Syltids.  — Why  Huss  was  Bbknbd.  — Sot  foe  Hia  Hete- 
KY  — Not  His  Reproof  of  Sis.  —  His  Attack  op  Propitable  Abuses. — 

E  —The  Pbejudice  of  the  Germans.  —  Pauitz  and  Michael  cb 

July  1,  1415— July   6,  1415. 

Up  almost  to  tlie  last  moment,  urgent  persuasions 
were  addressed  to  Hnss  to  induce  him  to  recant.    In 
(40) 
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meeting  hie  objections,  a  casaistry  was  adopted  wor- 
thy the  acutcneas  of  the  Jesuit  doctors,  Sanchez  and 
and  Eaeobai'.  Many,  whom  Huss  calls  pedagogues, 
and  a  few  of  the  fathers,  almost  overwhelmed  him 
with  their  importunities.  Among  others,  au  English- 
man attempted  to  Influence  him  by  the  example  of 
those  who,  in  England,  had  abjured  the  opinions  of 
Wickliffe.  "By  my  conscience,"  said  he,  "if  I  were 
in  your  case  I  would  abjure."  Causis,  however,  pur- 
sued a  different  policy.  He,  in  all  probability,  had 
no  wish  to  have  Huss  escape  the  flames.  By  his 
means  the  prisoner's  sltDation  had  been  rendered 
more  harsh  and  grievous.  None  of  his  friends  were 
permitted  to  see  him  ;  the  wives  of  his  jailersj  who 
were  disposed  to  show  him  kindness,  were  henceforth 
denied  the  privilege.  Sigismund,  to  whom  he  might 
have  applied,  and  probably  with  success,  for  relief, 
had  left  Constance.  Under  the  pretence  of  recrea- 
tion, he  had  withdrawn  to  a  village  some  miles  dis- 
tant, attended  by  numbers  of  his  court.  We  can 
readily  believe,  without  the  hints  of  the  annalist, 
that  other  than  his  avowed  reasons  had  their  influ- 
ence. Among  these,  his  own  conduct  suggests  that 
he  might  not  have  wished  to  be  too  near  the  victim 
he  had  himself  betrayed.  From  the  twenty-third  to 
the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  he  remained  at  Ueber- 
lingen,  returning  in  season  to  hear  the  public  refusal 
of  Huss  to  retract. 

An  assembly  was  held  on  the  first  of  July  in  the 
Franciscan  monastery,  and  Huss  was  brought  be- 
fore it  and  publicly  urged  to  abjure.  He  now  pre- 
sented a  paper,  drawn  up  by  his  own  hand,  in  which 
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he  once  more  stated  tlie  grounda  of  Ms  refusal.  "  I, 
John  Huss,  ia  hope,  a  priest  of  Jesus  Christ,  fear- 
ing to  sin  against  God  and  fearing  to  commit  per- 
jury, am  not  willing  to  abjure  all  and  each  of  the 
articles  which  have  been  produced  against  me  on 
false  testimony.  For,  God  being  my  witness,  I  have 
not  preached,  asserted,  nor  defended  them  as  they 
have  said  that  I  have  preached,  defended,  or  assert- 
ed. Moreover,  in  regard  to  the  extracted  articles, 
if  any  of  them  implies  anything  false,  I  disavow  and 
detest  it.  But  through  fear  of  sinning  against  the 
ti-ath,  and  speaking  against  the  views  of  holy  men,  I 
am  unwilling  to  abjure  any  of  them.  And  if  it  were 
possible  for  my  voice  now  to  reach  the  whole  world 
— as  every  falsehood  and  every  sin  which  I  have 
committed  will  be  brought  to  light  in  the  day  of 
judgment— I  would  most  cheerfully  recall  everything 
false  or  erroneous  which  I  ever  spoke  or  thought  of 
speaking,  and  I  would  do  it  before  the  world.  These 
things  I  say  and  write  freely,  and  of  my  own  accord." 

In  this  language  we  recognize,  not  the  obstinate 
and  bigoted  partisan — ^not  the  terrified  and  yielding 
supplicant — but  the  sincere  lover  of  truth,  and  the 
conscientious  confessor.  But  such  a  position  as  Huss 
had  taken  did  not  pay  that  homage  to  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  council  which  was  considered  essential. 
He  was  sent  back  to  his  prison.  For  four  days  the 
council  were  engaged  in  discussing  other  subjects. 
Gerson  brought  up  the  propositions  of  John  Petit. 
"Business  in  regard  to  the  abdication  of  Pope  Gregory 
was  discussed. 

On  the  fifth  of  July  came  a  deputation  from  the 
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emperor,  once  more  to  iaquire  if  Hass  would  not  re- 
cant. The  deputation  consisted  of  the  cardinals  of 
Cambray  and  Florence,  the  patriarch  of  A.ntioch, 
six  bishops,  and  a  doctor  of  laws.  They  were  ac- 
companied by  the  two  brave  knights,  CMum  and 
Duba.^  They  asked  Huss  whether  he  had  deter- 
mined to  abjure  the  articles  which  he  acknowledged 
as  h^,  and  which  had  been  proved  by  witnesses ; 
whether  he  was  willing  to  asseverate  that  those 
which  he  did  not  acknowledge,  but  had  been 
proved  by  witnesses,  were  not  held  by  him,  but  that 
he  chose  rather  to  think  with  the  church.  He  an- 
swered, that  he  still  would  abide  by  the  decision 
which  he  had  given  in  writing  to  the  council,  when 
he  last  appeared  before  them,  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  Upon  this  he  was  plied  with  new  arguments 
aud  persuasions.  It  was  represented  to  him  that  he 
ought  not  to  cling  to  his  own  opinion,  but  rather 
yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  whole  church,  and  bow 
to  the  authority  of  the  many  learned  men  who  com- 
posed the  council.  But  all  their  arguments  were 
vain.  The  purpose  of  Huss  atiU  remained  unshaken 
in  the  near  prospect  of  death.  It  was  a  trying  mo- 
ment to  his  friends  who  had  accompanied  the  depu- 
tation.    "What  counsel  should  they  give  ? 

Knowing  well  the  attachment  to  Hoss  of  his  noble 
fiiend,  and  the  strong  influence  which  his  words 
would  have  upon  his  miud,  the  emperor  had  besought 
Chlum,'  along  with  his  associate  Duba,  to  accompany 
the  deputation.  He  thought  it  probable  that  Huss 
might  be  induced  to  listen  to  theu'  united  representa- 

'  Fleury,  xsvi,  86,  '  Mod.  Hus,,  U,  346, 
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tions;  but  for  once  lie  was  mistaken.  Had  they 
attempted  to  perauade  Huss  to  recant,  they  would 
probably  have  failed.  But  they  did  not.  Ohium 
■was  the  firat  to  address  him.  "  Dear  master,"  said 
he,  "I  am  not  a  learned  man,  and  I  deem  myself 
unable  to  aid  you  by  my  counsels ;  you  must  there- 
fore yourself  decide  on  the  course  which  you  are  to 
adopt,  and  determine  whether  you  are  guilty  or  not 
of  those  crimes  of  which  the  council  accuses  you.  If 
you  are  convinced  of  your  error,  have  no  hesitation  — 
be  not  ashamed  to  yield.  But  if,  in  your  conscience, 
you  feel  yourself  to  be  innocent,  beware,  by  calum- 
niating yourself,  of  committing  peijury  in  the  sight 
of  God,  and  of  leaving  the  path  of  duty  through  any 
apprehension  of  death."  ^ 

Such  language — so  difFej'ent  from  the  unqualified 
exhortations  to  recant  which  were  addressed  to  him 
by  the  council,  and  of  the  sincerity  and  affection  of 
which  he  could  not  doubt— almost  overpowered 
the  prisoner,  and  he  replied  with  a  flood  of  tears. 
"  Indeed,"  said  he,  "  as  I  have  done  before,  so  now  I 
call  the  Almighty  God  to  wltoras,  that  if  I  were  aware 
of  hiaving  taught  or  written  anything  contrary  to  the 
law  or  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  church,  I  would  re- 
tract it  with  the  utmost  readiness;  and  ev^en  at  the 
present  time,  I  desire  exceedingly  to  be  better  in- 
structed in  sacred  learning.  If  therefore  any  one 
will  teach  me  a  better  doctrine  than  I  have  inculcated 
myself,  let  him  do  it.  I  am  ready  to  hear  him  ;  and, 
abandoning  my  own,  I  will  fervently  embrace  the 
other,  and  confess  that  I  have  erred," '' 

Mon,  Hns.,  L  25.  Sas  aleo  ii  345.  '  lb.  L'Enfant,  261.   Van  der  Hardt,  iy.  386. 
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"  Bo  you,  then,"  aaked  one  of  tlie  bishops,  "  believe 
yourself  to  be  wiser  thau  the  whole  council  ? "  "I 
conjure  you,"  replied  Huss,  "  in  the  name  of  Almighty 
God,  to  give  me  as  my  instructor  in  the  divine 
word  the  least  pei-aon  in  the  council,  and  I  will  sub- 
scribe to  what  he  says,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
the  conncil  will  be  satisfied," 

"See,"  said  the  bishops,  "how  obstinately  he  per- 
severes in  his  eiTors  !  "  It  was  enough.  The  depu- 
tation plainly  perceived  that  farther  attempts  to  per- 
suade Huss  blindly  to  abjure,  and  pay  the  homage 
of  sacrificing  his  conscience  and  reason  to  their 
idol — -the  council's  infallibility — would  be  utterly 
futile.  Huss,  who  had  been  led  forth  from  his  pi'^on 
to  meet  the  deputation— little  disposed,  even  for  a 
single  hour,  to  share  its  comforts— was  ordered  back 
under  the  care  of  his  jailers,  and  the  deputation  re- 
turned to  report  to  the  emperor.^ 

Nothing  now  remained  but  the  promised  audience 
and  the  final  sentence.  It  was  on  the  following  day, 
July  6,  that  Huss  appeared  for  the  last  time  before 
the  council,  now  in  its  fifteenth  general  session. 
There  was  a  full  attendance.  The  Cardinal  de  Viv-: 
iers  presided.  The  emperor  himself  was  present, 
seated  upon  his  throne,  surrounded  by  the  princes 
and  the  insignia  of  the  empire.  An  immense  crowd 
had  assembled  from  all  quarters,  interested  to  behold 
the  scene,  or  to  receive  the  earliest  intelligence  of 
what  was  to  transpire.  The  celebration  of  mass  had 
already  commenced  when  Huss  arrived,  but  he  was 
kept  outside  the  door  till  the  religious  services,  in- 

■  Van  der  Ilardt,  iv.  S86-1,     L'Enfont,  270.     Mod.  Hns,,  ii  845. 
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eluding  tlie  litanies,  were  over,  under' the  pretence 
that  the  holy  mysteries  would  be  profaned  by  the 
presence  of  so  great  a  heretic. 

At  length  Hu3S  was  brought  in.  A  high  platform 
had  been  erected  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  and 
on  it  was  placed  a  bos  containing  the  sacred  vest- 
ments of  the  priesthood,  with  which  Huss  was  to  be 
robed  previoi^  to  his  degradation.  He  was  required 
to  take  his  stand  in  front  of  the  platform,  on  a  foot- 
stool, by  which  he  was  so  raised  as  to  be  visible  to 
the  whole  council.  Here  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and 
remained  for  some  time  engaged  in  prayer  in  a  low 
tone. 

Meanwhile  the  Bishop  of  Lodi  ascended  the  pul- 
pit from  which  the  decrees  of  the  council  were 
usually  announced.  He  had  been  selected  to  deliver 
the  sermon  which  was  to  whet  the  appetite  of  the 
council  for  the  blood  of  a  heretic.  His  text  was 
taken  from  Eom.  vi.  6— "That  the  body  of  sin 
might  be  destroyed,"  His  object  was,  to  expose  the 
evils  of  heresy,  and  justify  the  measures  necessary 
to  its  extirpation.  He  began  his  sermon  by  a  quo- 
tation from  Aristotle,  following  it  up  by  a  citation 
from  Jerome,  in  order  to  enforce  his  persecuting 
and  bigoted  doctnne.  After  venting  his  indig- 
nation upon  Arias  and  Sabellius,  the  speaker  pro- 
ceeds to  discriminate  the  most  dangei'ous  kinds  of 
sins.  Among  these  he  places  schism  in  the  first 
rank.  To  this  he  traces  the  aggravated  iniquities 
and  corruptions  of  the  times-— the  discords  and  con- 
flicts which  desolated  the  nations — the  vices  and 
simony  which  deformed  the  church.     "  How  many 
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;a,"  he  exclaims,  "  have  made  their  appear- 
ance! How  many  heretics  remain  unpunished ! 
How  many  churches  have  "been  broken  in  and  plun- 
dered !  How  many  cities  oppressed !  How  many 
religious  rites  fallen  into  neglect !  How  many  dis- 
cords among  the  clergy !  How  many  slaughters 
among  Christian  people  !  Look,  I  pray  you,  at  the 
church  of  God,  the  spouse  of  Christ,  the  mother  of 
the  faithful,  how  she  is  daily  given  up  to  contempt! 
Who  now  venerates  the  keys  of  the  church  ?  Who 
fears  her  censures  ?  Who  defends  her  privileges  ?  nay, 
rather,  who  does  not  offend  against  them  ?  who  does 
not  invade  them  ?  Who  is  there  that  does  not  dare  to 
lay  violent  hands  upon  the  patrimony  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 
The  property  of  the  clergy,  bought  by  sacred  blood, 
and  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  food  of  pilgrims,  is  plun- 
dered and  wasted."  In  the  prevalent  disorders  the 
speaker  seems  to  see  (he  ahomination  of  desolation 
brought  into  the  sacred  temple.  Tyranny  is  destroying 
the  bodies,  and  schism  the  souls  of  men.  Those  guilty 
of  the  first,  may  sin  in  ignorance ;  the  last  are  with- 
out excuse.  As  the  result,  the  speaker  sees  before 
him  the  church,  like  a  boat  upon  the  waves,  endan- 
gered by  pirates  or  thrown  upon  the  rocks.  Heresies 
have  sprung  up  on  all  sides,  and  discord  has  entered 
among  the  flock  of  Peter  and  the  fold  of  Christ. 
Many  had  toiled  in  vain  to  suppress  these, — kings, 
princes,  and  prelates:  "Wherefore,"  exclaims  the 
bishop,  turning  to  the  emperor,  "most  Christian 
king,  this  glorious  triumph  has  awaited  thee,  this 
unfading  crown  is  due  to  thee,  and  a  victory  ever  to 
be  celebrated  is  thine,  in  order  that  by  thee  the 
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wounded  churcli  may  be  bound  up,  the  inveterate 
schism  removed,  simony  restrained,  and  heretics  rooted 
out.  Do  you  not  see  how  gi-eat  will  be  this  last- 
ing fame,  how  celebrated  this  glory  ?  What  could 
be  more  just,  what  more  holy,  what  more  fitting, 
what,  in  fine,  more  acceptable  to  God,  than  to  extir- 
pate this  nefarious  schism,  restore  the  church  to  its 
former  liberty,  put  an  end  to  simony,  and  destroy  and 
condemn  erroi-s  and  heresies  from  among  the  flock 
of  believers  ?  Surely  nothing  could  be  better,  holier, 
more  desirable  for  the  world,  or  acceptable  to  God. 

"  To  execute  this,  so  pious  and  holy  a  work,  thou 
hast  been  elected  by  God, — deputed  in  heaven,  be- 
fore chosen  on  earth.  Heavenly  principalities  made 
thee  emperor  before  the  suffrage  of  the  imperial 
electors  was  cast.  And  especially  was  this,  in  order 
that  thou  mightest  destroy  and  condemn,  by  imperial 
ordinance,  the  heresies  and  errors  which  we  have 
here  before  us,  in  our  hands,  already  condemned. 
To  'the  performance  of  so  holy  a  work,  God  has  con- 
ferred upon  thee  the  wisdom  of  divine  truth,  the 
power  of  royal  majesty,  and  the  justice  of  right 
equity.  As  the  Most  High  ha.s  said,  Jer.  i.,  '  Lo,  I 
have  put  my  words  into  thy  mouth  by  Imparting 
wisdom,  and  I  have  placed  thee  over  the  nations  and 
kingdoms  by  conferring  power,  that  thou  mightest 
root  up  and  destroy  by  executing  justice.'  So  mayest 
thou  destroy  heresy  and  error ;  and  especially  this 
obstinate  heretic,  by  whose  malign  influence  many  re- 
gions have  been  infected  with  the  pest  of  heresy,  and 
by  reason  of  whom  many  things  have  gone  to  ruin. 

"  This  sacred  labor,  O  glorious  prince,  is  Ifeft  to 
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thee.  On  thee  is  it  the  more  incumbent,  to  whom 
has  been  given  the  supremacy  of  justice.  And  as 
the  result,  from  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings 
shall  thy  praises  be  long  celebrated,  as  the  destroyer 
of  its  enemies  and  the  avenger  of  the  Catholic  faith. 
The  which,  that  it  may  prosperously  and  happily  be- 
come thy  lot,  may  he  who  is  blessed  for  ever  more, 
Jesus  Christ,  graut.    Amen."  ^ 

Such  was  the  disconrae,  delivered  in  full  council, 
and  upon  the  Sabbath — the  session  was  held  on  that 
day — ^by  which  the  minds  of  men  were  to  be  brought 
into  a  frame  devout  enough  to  give  over  an  innocent 
man  to  the  flames.  It  seems  as  if  the  black  deed 
would  not  have  been  perfect  in  its  horror,  without 
this  dark  feature  of  Sabbath  profanation. 

Immediately  after  the  sermon,  the  decree  was 
read,  by  which  the  council  enjoined  silence.  Its 
language  betrays  the  self-sufficient  and  arrogant  tone 
of  authority  which  the  council  had  assumed.  "  The 
holy  council  of  .  Constance,  lawfully  assembled  by 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  decrees  and  orders 
every  one,  with  whatever  dignity  he  may  be  invested, 
whether  impeiial,  royal,  or  episcopal,  to  abstain,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  from  all  language,  murmur, 
and  noise  which  may  disturb  this  a^embly,  convoked 
with  the  inspiration  of  God ;  and  this  under  pain  of 
incurring  excommunication,  and  imprisonment  of  two 
months,  and  of  being  declaimed  an  abettor  of  heresy." 
The  procurator  of  the  council  then  demanded  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  process  which  they  had 
in  hand,  insisting  that  there  should  be  no  pause  or 

'  Tan  der  Hardt,  («□!.  iii.,  gives  the  discoarae  in  full, 
vol.  II.  i 
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cessation  in  tlie  proceedings   till  Huss  was  finally 
condemned  and  sentence  pronounced. 

The  council  now  directed  that  sixty  articles  of 
Wicldiffe,  extracted  from  the  two  hundred  and  sixty 
whicli  iad  been  "brought  before  them  by  the  Euglisli 
deputation,  should  be  read.  After  sentence  against 
these  was  pronounced,  the  council  proceeded  to  the 
works  of  Huss.  Thirty  articles  were  presented,  some 
of  whicli  had  not  before  been  publicly  read,  but 
most  of  which  were  in  substance  those  upon  which 
lie  had  been  interrogated  in  the  presence  of  the 
council.  Some  with  which  he  had  first  been  charged 
were  found  to  be  but  duplicates  of  others,  or  implied 
in  them,  and  were  consec[uentIy  left  out,  reducing 
them  to  the  number  mentioned  above.^  A  statement 
was  then  made  of  the  character  and  scope  of  the 
several  articles,  together  with  the  testimony  by  which 
they  were  severally  supported.  Instead,  however,  of 
giving  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  only  their  office 
or  ecclesiastical  rank  was  stated..  This  was  the 
course  that  had  been  pureued  on  the  trial  of  John 
XXm.  In  that  case  there  could  have  been  little  or 
no  objection  to  it,  for  the  pope,  when  summoned  to 
confront  the  witne^es  against  him,  had  declined  the 
privilege,  and  had  confessed  to  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence by  a  voluntary  submission.  But  in  the  case  of 
Huss,  this  course  was  one  of  manifest  injustice.  He 
was  not  permitted  to  confront  his  witnesses.  In  few 
instances  could  he  even  know  who  they  were.  His 
enemies  were  permitted  to  testify,  without  scrutiny 
or  question,  whatever  they  pleased, 

'Van  tier  Hardt,iT.  408. 
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In  these  eircumstaoces,  it  was  but  natural  tliat 
Hu^  should  seek  to  meet  each  article,  as  it  was  read, 
by  a  final  statement.^  This  he  wished  and  attempted 
to  do,  but  the  privilege  was  deoied.  As  the  first 
article  was  read,  "  that  there  is  one  Catholic  church, 
which  is  composed  of  the  body  of  believera  predes- 
tined to  salvation,"  Husa  added  in  a  distinct  and 
and  clear  voice,  "  Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
is  one  holy  Catholic  church,  which  is  the  congrega- 
tion of  all  the  elect,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  in 
the  world  of  spirits,  embracing  those  who  belong  to 
the  invisible  body  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  he  is 
the  head."  To  the  succeeding  articles  Huss  also  at- 
tempted to  reply,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  Bishop 
of  Cambray,  who  ordered  him  to  be  silent,  and  when 
he  answered,  to  reply  to  all  at  ouce.  "  But,"  said 
Huss,  "  you  forbid  me  to  answer  to  each,  while  it  is 
out  of  my  power  to  remember  the  whole  list  of  ac- 
cusations." As  another  article  was  read,  Huss  again 
attempted  to  reply.  Upon  this,  the  Cardinal  of  Flor- 
ence arose  and  exclaimed,  "  You  deafen  us," — a 
strange  complaint  after  the  previous  scenes  of  uproar 
and  confusion  of  which  the  council  had  bad  experi- 
ence. The  ushers  of  the  council  were  ordered  to 
seize  him  and  force  him  to  be  silent.  So  gross  a 
wrong  Huss  could  have  borne  for  himself,  but  he 
was  unwilling  that  the  immense  crowd  assembled 
upon  the  occasion  should  receive  the  articles  of  the 
council  as  a  reliable  statement  of  his  real  views. 
With  a  loud  voice,  and  with  his  hands  lifted  to 
heaven,  he  exclaimed,  "  In  the   name  of  Almighty 

'  L'En&ot,  371. 
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God,  I  beaeecli  you,  deign  to  afford  me  an  equitable 
hearing,  that  1  oiaj  clear  myself  at  least  before  those 
who  aurroand  me,  and  remove  from  their  minds  the 
suspicion  of  errors.  Grant  me  this  favor,  and  then 
do  with  me  what  you  will," 

Here  he  was  again  interrupted  and  required  to  be 
silent.^  Finding  that  he  was  not  to  be  permitted  the 
privilege  of  speaking  and  vindicating  himself  from 
such  a  multitude  of  accusations,  he  kneeled  down, 
and  raising  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  commended 
his  cause  in  prayer  to  God,  the  most  righteous  judge. 

At  length  the  old  accusation  which  had  before 
been  abandoned,  was  brought  forward.  It  was 
charged  that  Huss  had  written  and  taught,  that  in 
the  consecration  of  the  eacharist  the  material  and 
substantial  bread  (the  matter  and  substance  of  bread) 
remained.  To  this  was  added  the  article  "that  a 
priest  in  mortal  sin  cannot  baptize,"  etc.,  with  other 
articles  of  a  similar  tenor,  or  that  had  before  been 
fully  answered.  Wben  Huss  wished  to  reply  to 
these,  the  Cardinal  of  Florence  again  enjoined  si- 
lence. But  again  Huss  urgently  entreated  that  he 
might  be  heard  kindly,  at  least  on  account  of  those 
around  him,  whom  he  would  not  have  misled  by  the 
imagination  that  he  defended  such  errors  as  were 
now  adduced.  "  For,"  said  he,  "  I  utterly  deny  that 
I  ever  believed  or  taught  that  after  the  consecration 
in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  the  material  bread  re- 
mains. Moreover,  I  assert  that  baptkm  and  conse- 
cration, and  the  administration  of  other  sacred  rites, 
performed  by  a  priest  guilty  of  mortal  sin,  is  infamous 

'  Mon.  Hnfl.,  346. 
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and  hateful  in  the  sight  of  God.  Whenever  he  is 
full  of  iiapuiity,  he  is  least  of  all  a  worthy  minister 
of  sacred  and  divine  offices."  To  other  accusations 
upon  the  list  he  replied  briefly  in  much  the  same 
manner  as  he  had  done  before  in  writing,  either 
briefly  refuting  some,  or  candidly  confessing  others. 

Hu8S  was  now  accused  of  giving  out  that  he  was 
the  fourth  person — now  added — of  the  Holy  Trin- 
ity.^ This .  was  established  by  the  testimony  of  a 
single  doctor,  whose  name  was  not  mentioned.  "  Give 
me  the  name,"  said  Huss,  "  of  that  doctor  who  testi- 
fies thus  against  me."  But  the  bishop  who  read  the 
accusation  refused  this  request.  He  merely  replied, 
"  There  is  no  need  of  it."  Huss,  mastering  his  indig- 
nation, solemnly  declared,  "  God  forbid  that  such  an 
imagination  as  that  I  should  call  myself  a  fourth 
person  of  the  Trinity  should  have  been  thought  of 
by  me,  nor,  by  the  love  of  Christ,  has  it  ever  entered 
my  mind."  He  then  repeated  the  article  from  the 
Athanasian  creed  upon  the  Trinity,  declaring  in  it 
his  fii-m  and  abiding  belief.  At  length  the  words  of 
his  appeal  to  God,  as  supreme  Judge,  were  read,  and 
this  solemn  appeal  was  pronounced  an  impious  error. 
To  the  council  Huss  had  no  reply  to  make  in  his  de- 
fence. Mastering  his  emotions,  he  looked  up  to 
heaven,  and  said,  in  a  tone  that  should  have  thrilled 
the  assembly,  "Most  blessed  Jesus,  behold  how  this 
council  holds  as  error,  and  reprobates  thine  own  deed 
and  the  law  which  thou  didst  prescribe,  when  thou 
thyself,  overwhelmed  by  enemies,  didst  commend  thy 
cause  to  thy  Father,  God,  the  most  holy  Judge,  leav- 

'  Mon.  Hub.,  ii.  346. 
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ing  us  an  example  in  our  woe  aod  weakne^,  that, 
with  prayer  for  aid,  we  should  suppliantly  flee  in  our 
wrongs  to  the  most  righteous  Judge."  Here  he  paused 
a  moment,  and  then  added,  "  But  I — I  say  coofideutly, 
that  the  surest  and  safest  of  all  appeals  is  to  the 
Mastei',  Christ.  For  he  it  is  whom  no  one  can  sway 
from  the  right  by  any  bribes,  nor  deceive  by  false 
testimony,  nor  snare  in  any  sophistry, — since  to  each 
he  gives  back  his  own  reward." 

He  was  next,  charged  with  having  treated  the 
papal  excommunication  with  contempt,^  still  unwai'- 
rantably  continuing  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  even 
to  the  celebration  of  mass.  "  I  did  not,"  said  Huss, 
"despise  the  excommunication,  but  publicly  in  my 
sermons  I  appealed  to  him  who  is  the  Judge.  And 
thus  it  was  that  I  continued  to  discharge  the  sacred 
offices.  Meanwhile,  I  thrice  sent  to  the  chief  pontiff 
those  who  should  act  as  my  procurators,  to  give  sat- 
isfaction in  my  behalf.  For,  for  good  and  satisfactory 
reasons  I  could  not  appear  in  my  own  behalf,  as  has 
been  stated.  Yet  I  was  never  able  to  obtain  a  hear- 
ing. My  representatives,  moreover,  were  cruelly 
treated.  Some  were  imprisoned,  some  were  insult- 
ingly rejected,  or  subjected  to  torturing  hardships. 
The  records  will  readily  certify  you  of  this,  in  which 
my  case,  and  the  injustice  done,  are  written  out.  For 
this  reason  I  came  hither  freely  to  this  council,  rely- 
ing npon  the  public  faith  of  the  emperor,  who  is  here 
present,  assuring  me  that  I  should  be  safe  from  all 
violence,  so  that  I  might  attest  my  innocence,  and 
give  a  reason  of  my  faith  to  all  who  compose  it." 

'  Mon  Hub.,  il  346. 
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As  Hu33  Spoke  of  the  public  faith — the  safe-con- 
duct which  he  had  received — he  fixed  his  eyes 
steadily  upou  the  emperor.  A  deep  blush  at  once 
mounted  to  the  imperial  brow.^  Sigiamuad  felt  the 
shame  and  meannesa  of  which  he  had  been  guilty, 
and  his  own  previous  declarations  before  the  council 
deprived  him  of  any  chance  to  vindicate  his  integrity 
or  honor.  This  circumstance  was  not  soon  forgotten 
in  Germany.  To  it,  perhaps,  the  safety  of  Luther 
and  the  success  of  the  German  reformation  a  century 
later  were  in  part  due.  When  Charles  V.,  at  the 
celebrated  diet  of  Worms,  was  pressed  to  consent  to 
the  seizure  of  Luther  in  contempt  of  his  safe-con- 
duet,  his  Spanish  honor  i-evolted  at  the  proposal. 
"No!"  said  he,  "I  should  not  like  to  blush  like 
Sigismund." 

At  length,  when  the  several  articles  of  accusation 
had  been  read,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  arose, 
and  made  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  Huss 
had  been  repeatedly  asked  whether  be  would  main- 
tain or  disavow  them.  In  his  prison  at  Gottlieben 
he  had  promised  to  submit  himself  to  the  decision 
of  the  council.  He  had  afterward  repeated  this 
before  the  commission  sent  to  blm  upon  his  removal 
to  Constance.  A  third  time  he  had  made  a  similar 
declaration,  and  had  given  it  in  writing  under  his 
own  hand.  This,  as  already  presented,  was  then  read, 
and  it  was  added,  that  on  the  day  preceding,  (July  5,) 
Huss  had  been'once  more  asked  by  the  prelates  dep- 
utized to  risit  him  by  the  council,  whether  he  would 
abjure  the  articles  which  he  acknowledged  to  be  his, 

'  Mod.  Huh.,  ii.  U6.    L'Enfcnt,  212. 
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promising  no  longer  to  hold  them,  and  no  more  to 
teach  those  which  he  did  not  aetnowledge ;  hut  he 
chose  still  to  abide  by  his  previous  declaration,  un- 
moved from  his  purpose  by  all  the  means  of  persua- 
sion which  could  be  employed. 

The  Bishop  of  Concordia,  Italian  by  birth,  whose 
bald  head  and  advanced  years  gave  him  a  venerable 
aspect,  had  been  selected  to  read  the  two  sentences 
of  the  council,  one  condemning  the  books  of  Huss  to 
be  burned,  and  the  other  requiiing  his  degradation 
fix)m  the  priesthood,  in  order  that  he  might  be  given 
over  to  the  seculai'  arm.  Upon  the  requisition  of  Henry 
de  Piro,  the  prosecutor  of  the  council,  these  sentences 
were  then  read.  The  first,  against  the  books  of 
Hubs,  was  as  follows :  ^  "  This  most  holy  general  coun-. 
cil  of  Constance,  representing  the  Catholic  church, 
etc.,  etc. : — Because,  as  the  truth  itself  testifies,  an 
evil  tree  brings  forth  evil  fruit,  hence  it  is  that  John 
"Wicklifi'e,  a  man  of  damnable  memory,  by  his  de- 
structive doctrine, — not  like  those  holy  fathers  of  old, 
who  in  Jesus  Christ,  through  the  gospel,  begot  believ- 
ing children, — but  against  the  saving  faith  of  Christ, 
like  a  root  of  poison, — has  begotten  sons  of  per- 
dition, whom  he  has  left  behind  him  as  successors 
in  the  inheritance  of  h^  perverse  doctrine,  against 
whom  this  holy  council  of  Constance  is  compelled  to 
rise  up  as  against  bastard  and  illegitimate  sons,  and 
cut  off  their  errors  as  noxioia  tai'es  from  the  garden 
of  the  Lord,  by  watchful  ,care,  and  the  knife  of  eccle- 
siastical authority,  lest,  like  a  canker,  thgy  spread 
abroad  to  others'  destruction ;  and  since,  moreover, 

'  See  Mansi.    Also,  Mon.  Has.,  ii.  349.    Van  dor  flardt,  iv.  429H132, 
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in  the  sacred  general  council  lately  lield  at  Rome,  it 
■was  decreed  that  the  doctrine  of  John  Wickliffe,  of 
damnable  memoiy,  ought  to  be  condemned,  and  his 
books  which  contain  this  said  doctrine  should  be 
burned  as  heretical,  and  this  decree  was  carried  into 
effect, — therefore  should  this  said  decree  be  approved 
by  the  authority  of  this  present  sacred  council.  And 
yet,  nevertheless,  a  certain  John  Huss,  in  this  sacred 
council,  here  present  in  person,  a  disciple,  not  of 
Christ,  but  rather  of  the  heresiarch  John  Wicklifie, 
after  and  against  this  condemnation  and  decree  afore- 
said, with  venturous  audacity,  has  dogmatized,  as- 
serted, and  preached  many  of  his  errors  and  hei'esiea, 
which  have  been  long  condemned  by  the  most  rev- 
erend fathera  in  Christ,  their  lordships  the  archbish- 
ops, the  bishops  of  different  kingdoms,  and  masters 
of  theology  in  many  universities, — especially  in  his 
resisting,  along  with  his  confederates  in  the  schools, 
and  in  his  sermons  in  public,  the  scholastic  condem- 
nation of  the  articles  themselves  of  Wickliffe  several 
times  pronounced  in  the  University  of  Prague ;  and  in 
favor  of  his  doctrine  he  has  declared,  in  the  presence 
of  a  multitude  of  the  clergy  and  the  people,  that 
John  Wickliffe  was  a  Catholic  man,  and  an  evangeli- 
cal doctor.  He  has,  moreover,  published  certain 
articles  hereinafter  written,  and  many  others  deserv- 
ing of  condemnation,  asserting  them  to  be  Catholic, 
which  articles  are  contained,  as  is  notorious,  in  the 
books  of  this  very  John  Huss.  Wherefore,  full  and 
sufficient  information  being  had  in  the  premises,  as 
well  as  careful  deliberation  on  the  part  of  the  most 
reverend  fathers,  their  lordships  the  cardinals  of  the 
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holy  Roman  churcli,  the  patriarchs,  the  archbishops, 
the  bishops,  and  other  prelates,  and  doctors  of  scrip- 
ture and  of  laws — composing  a  large  assembly — this 
most  holy  council  of  Constance  declares  and  decrees, 
that  the  articles  hereinafter  written,  which  have  been 
found  on  collation,  by  many  masters  of  the  sacred 
page,  to  be  contained  in  his  books  and  treatises  writ- 
ten by  his  own  hand,  and  which,  moreover,  this  same 
John  Huss,  in  the  presence  of  the  fathers  and  pre- 
lates of  this  sacred  council,  has  confessed  to  be  con- 
tained in  his  books  and  treatises,  are  not  Catholic, 
nor  to  be  taught  as  such  ;  but  some  of  them  are  erro- 
neous, some  scandalous,  others  offensive  to  pious  eara, 
many  of  them  rash  and  seditious,  and  some  notori- 
ously heretical,  and  long  since  by  the  holy  fathers 
and  general  councils  reprobated  and  condemned ;  and 
to  preach,  teach,  or  in  any  way  approve  them,  is  pro- 
hibited. But  since  the  hereinafter  written  articles 
are  expressly  contained  in  his  books  or  treatises,  viz., 
in  the  book  which  he  has  entitled  '■'■  De  Ecdesia^'' 
and  in  his  other  works,  therefore,  the  aforesaid  books, 
and  their  doctrine,  and  each  of  his  other  treatises 
and  works,  edited  by  him  in  Latin,  or  in  the  vulgar 
Bohemian,  or  by  him  or  others,  one  or  more,  trans- 
lated into  some  foreign  idiom,  this  most  holy  council 
reprobates  and  condemns ;  and  doth  decree  and  ap- 
point that  they  shall  be  barned,  solemnly  and  pub- 
licly, in  the  presence  of  the  clergy  and  people,  in  the 
city  of  Constance,  and  elsewhere,  adding,  moreover, 
for  the  reason  aforesaid,  that  his  whole  doctrine  is 
and  ought  to  be  suspected  as  to  faith,  and  should  be 
avoided  by  all  the  faithful  of  Christ.     And.  that  this 
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pernicious  doctiine  may  be  rooted  out  from  the  midst 
of  the  church,  this  holy  syDod  ordei-a,  that,  by  the 
oi'dinaries  of  dlfiferent  localities,  treatises  and  works 
of  this  nature,  by  means  of  ecclesiastical  censure,  and 
even,  if  need  be,under  penalty  of  favoring  heresy, 
shall  be  carefully  sought  out,  and,  when  found,  shall 
be  committed  publicly  to  the  flames.  And  if  any 
one  be  found  to  violate  or  despise  this  sentence  and 
decree,  this  same  holy  synod  ordains  that  such  per- 
sons shall  be  proceeded  against,  as  suspected  of 
heresy,  by  the  oi'dinaries  of  different  localities,  and 
the  inquisitors  of  heretical  pravity."  ^ 

As  this  sentence  was  read,  Huss  replied,  "  Who  are 
ye,  that  ye  can  justly  condemn  my  writings?  For  I 
always  desired  that  they  should  be  coiTected  by  a 
better  application  and  understanding  of  Christian 
truth,  and  this  is  still  my  wish.  And  yet,  hitherto 
ye  have  not  presented  any  solid  arguments  against 
them,  nor  have  ye  convicted  of  error  a  single  word 
of  my  wiitingB.  Why,  then,  have  ye  been  impelled 
to  destroy  my  books,  whether  rendered  in  the  Bohe- 
mian, or  other  language — those,  moreover,  which 
doubtless  ye  have  never  seen  ?  And  if  ye  were  to 
see  them,  your  ignorance  of  the  Bohemian  language 
would  prevent  your  understanding  them."  But  after 
complaining  of  other  injustice  in  the  accusation,  he 
knelt  down,  and  with  his  eyes  to  heaven  uttered  fer- 
vent prayer. 

The  sentence  against  Huss  himself  was  then  read. 
"  The  things  done  and  to  be  done  in  the  cause  of  in- 
quisition of,  and  concerning  the  heresy  of,  John  Huss 
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"being  considered,  and  a  faithful  and  full  report  of 
the  commission  deputed  to  act  in  tkis  case  having 
been  had,  as  well  as  of  other  masters  in  theology 
and  doctors  of  law,  in,  of,  and  concerning  the  acts 
and  words  of  witnesses  worthy  of  credit,  and  in 
great  number — which  testimony  has  been  openly  and 
publicly  read  to  John  Huss  himself  before  the  fa- 
thers and  prelates  of  this  sacred  council,  by  which 
testimony  it  is  made  most  clearly  manifest  that  this 
same  John  Hii^s  has  taught  many  things  evil,  scan- 
dalous, seditious,  and  dangerously  heretical,  and  has 
preached  the  same  through  a  long  course  of  years ; 
this  most  holy  council  of  Constance — the  name  of 
Christ  being  invoked— having  only  God  before  their 
eyes,  doth  by  this  definitive  sentence,  in  these  writ- 
ings, pronounce,  decree,  and  declare,  that  the  said 
John  Huss  was  and  is  a  true  and  manifest  heretic, 
and  that  he  has  taught  errors  and  heresies  long 
time  condemned  by  the  church  of  God,  and  many 
things,  moreover,  scandalous,  offensive  to  pious  ears, 
rash,  and  seditious ;  and  that  he  has  publicly  preached 
them,  to  the  gi'ievous  offence  of  the  divine  majesty, 
the  scandal  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  the  prejudice 
of  the  Catholic  faith ;  that  he  has,  moreovei',  treated 
with  contempt  ecclesiastical  censures  and  the  keys 
of  the  church,  persisting  obstinately  in  this  spirit  for 
many  years,  sandalizing  Christian  believers  by  his 
extreme  stubbornness,  while  neglecting  ecclesiastical 
rules ;  that  he  has  interposed  his  appeal  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  supreme  Judge,  in  which  appeal  he 
has  laid  down  many  positions,  false  and  unjust,  scan- 
s  in  regard  to  the  Apostolic  See  itself,  eontemn- 
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ing  ecclesiastical  censures  and  the  keys  : — wherefore, 
for  the  aforesaid  reasons,  as  well  as  many  others,  this 
holy  synod  pronounces  John  Huss  to  have  been 
heretical,  and  concludes  that  he  ought  to  be  judged 
and  condemned  as  a  heretic,  and  by  these  presents 
doth  condemn  him,  reproving  his  appeal  as  unjust, 
scandalous,  and  derisive  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction, 
and  himself  as  having  seduced  Christian  people  from 
the  faith,  especially  in  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  by 
his  preaching  and  by  his  writings,  and  as  having  been 
not  a  true  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  according 
to  the  exposition  of  the  holy  doctors,  but  rather  a 
misleader  of  the  people. 

"  But  because,  by  those  things  which  it  has  seen  and 
heard,  this  holy  synod  knows  this  same  John  Huss 
to  be  pertinacious,  incorngible,  and,  moreover,  of  such 
a  disposition  as  not  to  desire  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  holy  mother  church,  nor  abjure  the  heresies  and 
errors  which  he  has  publicly  defended  and  preached, — 
therefore  this  holy  synod  of  Constance  declares  and 
decrees  that  the  same  John  Huss  be  deposed  and 
degraded  from  the  order  of  the  priesthood,  or  other 
dignity  with  which  he  is  invested,  giving  in  charge 
to  the  ever  reverend  fathers  in  Christ,  the  archbishop 
of  Milan,  the  bishops  of  Feltri,  Asti,  Alexandria, 
Bangor,  and  Lavaur,  the  due  execution,  in  the  presence 
of  this  most  holy  synod,  of  the  said  degradation,  as 
the  canonical  rule  of  order  requires." 

As  the  charges  of  the  sentence  were  read,  Huss  in- 
terposed brief  comments.  It  was  in  vain  that  they  for 
bade  him  to  speak.  His  indignant  sense  of  the  wrong 
done  him  would  not  permit  him  to  be  silent.    When 
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tlie  accusation  of  obstinacy  was  read,  he  promptly 
denied  it.  "This,"  said  he,  "I  do  utterly  deny.  I 
have  ever  desired  and  I  still  desire  to  be  bettei-  in- 
structed from  scripture ;  and  I  solemnly  declare  that 
such  is  ray  zeal  for  the  truth,  that  if  by  a  single  word 
I  might  confound  the  errors  of  all  heretics,  there  is 
no  danger  that  I  would  not  face  in  order  to  do  it." 
Who  could  doubt  the  sincerity  and  conscientiousness 
of  the  speaker? 

"When  the  reading  of  the  sentence  was  concluded, 
Huss  again  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  in  earnest  and 
distinct  tones  prayed  for  his  enemies.  "  0  Lord 
God,  through  thy  mercy  I  pray  thee  deign  to  pardon 
all  my  enemies,  for  thou  knowest  that  I  have  been 
unjustly  accused  by  them,  overcome  by  false  witnesses, 
oppressed  by  fictitious  accusations,  and  unrighteously 
condemned.  For  thy  mercy's  sake,  therefore,  remit 
their  sins,"  The  scene,  in  its  circumstances,  had  a 
deep  and  solemn  significance  that  might  have  re- 
minded the  judges  of  the  prayer  once  offered  on  the 
cross  of  Calvary.  But  the  history  of  persecution 
was  to  carry  out  the  parallel  of  the  tragedy  in  a  still 
more  striking  manner.  Scorn  and  derision  were 
traced  in  the  features  of  the  members  of  the  council, 
and  were  uttered  in  their  sneers.  They  saw  in  Huss 
a  victim,  of  whom  they  felt  they  might  safely  make 
an  example. 

The  ceremony  of  degradation — -the  first  step  in  the 
execution  of  the  sentence — was  now  commenced.' 
By  the  direction  of  the  bishops  he  was  clothed  in 
priestly  robes,  and,  as  if  he  had  been  about  to  cele- 

'  Hon  Eua.,  1.  28,  and  11.  346. 
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brate  mass,  the  chalice  was  placed  in  his  hand.  As 
they  put  the  white  robe  upon  bim,  Huss  could  not 
forbear  to  say — "  My  Master,  Jesus  Christ,  when  he 
was  sent  away  by  Herod  to  Pilate,  was  clothed  in  a 
white  robe." 

At  length,  being  clad,  the  prelates  admonished  him 
to  retract  while  he  yet  might,  and  abjure  the  errors 
with  which  he  stood  charged.  But  he  replied  aloud, 
as  he  stood  upon  the  platfoi-m  to  which  be  had  been 
raised— turning  as  he  spoke  toward  the  people,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes  and  his  voice  trembling  with  emo- 
tion— "Behold,  these  bishops  persuade  and  exhort 
me  to  retract.  But  I  fear  to  do  it,  lest  hereafter  I 
be  charged  with  falsehood  before  God,,  in  case  I  should 
confess  myself  to  be  guilty  of  errora  of  which  I  was 
never  conscious,  which  I  have  never  taught,  and  thus 
sin  against  my  conscience  and  divine  truth  at  once. 
Never  have  I  asserted  those  articles,  but  they  are 
unjustly  imputed  to  me  on  false  testimony,- — ^while  I 
have  written  and  taught  the  exact  opposite.  Above 
all,  I  fear  lest  the  minds  of  so  great  a  multitude  as 
that  to  which  I  have  preached  so  long,  as  well  as  of 
others  who  are  faithful  ministers  of  the  divine  word, 
should,  through  the  offence  thus  given,  be  torn  away 
from  truth."  ^ 

'  Thelanguage.as^Ten  by  another  them  as  eertdnties,  shonid  become 

Hetoriou,  though  to  the  same  purport,  mattere  of  doubt ;  if,  bj  my  esample, 

is  more   spirited.     "  How  conld  I,"  I  caused  confusion  und  trouble  in  so 

BBked  iluss,  "  after  such  a  hypocriti-  many  souls,   so    many   uonscienoea, 

cal  abjuration,  lift  my  face  toheaTen  ?  whioli  I  have  filled  with  the  pure  doo- 

Witli  what  eye  could  I  enpport  the  trine  of  Cbriat's  gospel,  Mid  which  I 

loolts  of  that  crowd  of  men  whom  I  haye  strengthened  against  the  Bntiraa 

have  instructed,  sbonld  it  come  to  of  the  devil?    No!  no  i  it  shall  nerer 

pitf  s,  through  my  lault,thae  those  same  be  said,  I  preferred  my  life  to  their 

tilings  which  are  now  regarded  by  salTation." — Soniiecltose 
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Such  language,  while  it  might  have  moved  some 
to  pity  and  respect,  only  provoked  the  bishops. 
"  See,"  said  they^— and  the  murmur  went  round  the 
assembly— "how  perverae  he  is  in  his  wickedness, 
and  how  tenacious  of  his  heresy  !  " 

The  bishops  now  directed  Huss  to  descend  from  the 
platform.  They  then  began  to  strip  him  of  the  sacer- 
dotal habit  in  which  he  had  been  clothed.  They 
took  from  him  first  the  chalice,  accompanying  the 
act  with  the  words — "  O  thou  accursed  Judas,  who, 
breaking  away  from  the  counsels  of  peace,  hast  con- 
sulted with  the  Jews  !  Behold  !  we  take  from  thee 
this  chalice,  in  which  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world  is  offered."  Unmoved 
by  the  united  curee  and  outrage,  Huss  esclalmed,  in 
a  clear,  loud  voice,  to  be  heard  by  all,  "  But  I  have 
all  hope  and  confidence  fixed  in  my  God  and  Saviour, 
that  he  will  never  take  from  me  the  cup  of  salvation  ; 
and  I  abide  finn  in  my  belief  that,  aided  by  his  gr'ace, 
I  shall  this  day  drink  thereof  in  his  kingdom." 

The  bishops  proceeded  to  strip  him  of  the  remain- 
ing symbols  of  the  priestly  office,  accompanying  the 
removal  of  each  with  a  correspondent  curse.  "  All 
these  insults,"  said  Huss,  "  I  can  endure,  undisturbed 
and  calm,  for  the  name  and  truth  of  Jesus  Christ." 

When  this  work  of  removing  the  sacerdotal  habits 
was  accomplished,  it  still  remained  to  efface  the 
marks  of  the  tonsure,  and  thus  take  away  the  last 
symbol  of  the  priestly  office.  Here  a  singular  and 
ludicrous  controversy  arose.*  In  order  to  crop  the 
hair,  some  were  for  using  a  raaor,  and  some  insisted 

'  MoE.  Hub.,  a,  Sil. 
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that  the  sheai-s  were  the  proper  instrument.  Some 
would  be  satisfied  if  the  tonsui'e  were  but  disfigured ; 
others  would  have  the  hair  entirely  removed. 

The  scene  was  one  that  Huss,  even  in  his  circum- 
stances, felt  to  be  ridiculous.  "  Ah  !  "  said  he,  turning 
to  the  emperor  where  he  sat  upon  his  throne,  edified 
doubtless  by  the  pious  heresy-  of  some  on  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion — "  Ah  !  these  bishops  cannot 
easily  agree  among  themselves,  even  in  regard  to  the 
method  by  which  to  insult  me," 

At  last  the  shears-party  was  triumphant.  His 
hair  was  cut  in  four  directions,  so  as  to  leave  bare 
the  form  of  a  cross.  This  was  then  washed,  as  if  to 
remove  the  oil  of  his  anointing  by  which  he  was 
consecrated  to  the  priesthood.  It  was  then  declared 
that  "This  holy  council  of  Constance  doth  now  re- 
move John  Huss  from  the  order  of  the  pi-iesthood 
and  the  offices  of  honor  which  he  has  discharged, 
thus  jdeplaring  that  the  church  of  God  disowns  this 
man,  and  gives  him  up,  no  longer  shielded  by  her 
protection,  to  the  secular  arm."  As  they  were  about 
to  place  upon  his  head  the  paper  crown  which  he 
was  to  wear  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  which  in 
derision  was  covered  with  pictured  fiends,  they  said, 
"We  devote  thy  soul  to  the  devils  of  hell."  "  But 
I,"  said  Huss,  lifting  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  rever- 
ently folding  his  hands — -"I  commend  it  to  my  most 
merciful  Master,  Jesus  Christ."  The  crown  was  now 
eet  upon  "his  lieatl.  It  was  a  sort  of  pyramidal  mij,re, 
rising  to  a  considerable  height.  On  each  of  its  three 
sides  the  frightful  figure  of  a  demon  was  painted, 
while  on  each  was  written,  so  as  to  be  visible  to  all 

VOL.  II,  5 
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and  from  every  direction,  the  crime  for  which  he 
■was  condemned — Heresim-ch.  Huss  looked  at  it  and 
calmly  said,  "  My  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  though  innocent, 
deigned  to  bear  to  an  infamous  death,  for  wretched 
me,  a  far  rougher  and  weightier  crown  of  thorns,"  ^ 

The  ceremony  of  the  degradation  of  Huss  was  now 
complete.  He  was  disowned  by  the  church,  and 
no  longer  as  a  priest  was  subject  to  its  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  Given  over  to  the  secular  arm,  it  be- 
longed to  the  emperor — such  was  the  orthodox 
theory  of  persecution — to  do  with  the  prisoner  as 
Pilate  with  Jesus — what  the  priests  could  not — exe- 
cute capital  Sentence.  Sigismund  committed  Huss 
to  the  charge  of  Louis,  the  Elector  Palatine,  direct- 
ing  him  to  go  and  see  that  he  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  proper  officers.  Huss  was  given  over 
by  the  elector  to  the  mayor  of  Constance,  and  by  the 
latter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  it 
belonged  to  see  the  sentence  executed.  They  were 
commanded  to  burn  him,  with  his  clothes,  and  all 
indiscriminately  that  belonged  to  him,  even  to  his 
knife  and  to  his  purse,  from  which  they  were  not  to 
take  80  mach  as  a  single  penny. 

He  was  led  to  the  place  of  execution,  walking  be- 
tween two  officers  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  with- 
out being  chained ;  two  of  the  police  of  the  city 
preceded  and  two  followed  him.  The  princes,  with 
an  escort  of  eight  hundred  armed  men,  and  followed 
by  an  immense  multitude,  drawn  by  curiosity,  in- 
terest, or  anxiety,  accompanied  them  to  the  place  of 
execution. 

'■  Mon.  Hus.  ii.  847  ;  also  i.  28. 
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The  proeessioa,  instead  of  taking  the  direct  route 
thitber,  moved  first  in  a  nearly  opposite  direction,  in 
order  to  pass  upon  the  way  the  episcopal  palace,  in 
front  of  which  a  pile  of  the  prisoner's  writings  had 
been  heaped  up  for  the  flames.  The  fire  was  kindled 
and  the  books  burned  as  the  procession  passed. 
They  had  "been  first  condemned,  and  were  first  to 
be  consumed.  Bat  to  Huss  the  scene  appeared 
simply  lidiculoas,  as  indeed  it  was.  Nor  did  it  need 
a  prophet's  sagacity  to  discern  that  the  course  pur- 
sued was  like  to  defeat  its  own  object.  It  was  al- 
together out  of  the  power  of  the  council  to  obtain  and 
thus  destroy  all  the  writings  of  the  reformer.  They 
were  too  widely  scattered  and  too  deeply  cherished, 
and  this  act  of  impotent  vengeance  would  only  make 
them  the  more  prized — -would  attach  to  them  a  new 
importance,  and  excite  a  more  eager  curiosity  for 
their  perusal.  The  scene,  even  in  the  solemn  circum- 
staaces  in  which  Huss  was  placed,  did  not  fail  to 
draw  from  him  a  smile  at  the  senOe  malice  which  it 
displayed. 

As  the  procession  passed  on,  they  reached  a 
bridge  at  which  it  was  necessary  to  pause.  It  was 
not  considered  safe  for  the  whole  multitude  to  pass 
over  it  at  once.  The  armed  escort  first  proceeded, 
one  by  one,  and  then  the  crowd  of  citizens  followed. 
Huss  improved  the  occasion  to  say  a  few  words  to 
the  throngs  that  pressed  around  to  catch  a  sight  of 
him.  He  told  them,  in  the  German  language,  that  it 
was  not  for  any  heresy  that  he  had  been  condemned, 
but  through  the  injustice  of  bis  enemies;  that  they 
had  not  been  able  to  convict  him  of  any  error,  al- 
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tliough  hti  bad  clialleuged  them  to  do  it  so  often  and 
80  urgently.  As  he  approached  the  place  where  he 
was  to  be  burned,  which  was  a  meadow  adjoining 
the  garden  on  the  north  side  of  the  city,  outside  the 
Gottlieben  gate,  the  procession  paused,  that  every- 
thing might  be  made  ready  for  the  execution.  Here 
Huss  kneeled  down,  and  lifting  his  eyes  toward 
heaven,  prayed — using  the  language  of  some  of  the 
penitential  psalms,  especially  the  thirty-first  and 
fiftieth.^  Repeatedly  he  used  the  petitions,  "Lord 
Jesus,  have  mercy  on  me,"  and  "  O  God,  into  thy 
hands  I  commit  my  spirit."  The  crowd  around  him 
were  surprised  at  such  an  exhibition  of  devotion  in 
one  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  regard  as  a 
heretic.  "  What  this  man  may  have  done  before," 
said  they,  "  we  know  not,  but  now,,  certainly,  we 
hear  him  speak  and  pray  in  a  godly  and  devout 
manner."  * 

Huss  was  then  asked  by  some  who  stood  by — 
probably  in  the  hope  that  the  fear  of  death  might 
lead  him  to  recant — ^if  he  would  have  a  confessor. 
A  piiest  near  by  on  horseback,  clothed  in  a  green 
gown  drawn  together  with  a  sash  of  red  silk,  heard 
the  question  asked,  and,  more  anxious  for  the  execu- 
tion than  for  a  recantation  which  might  even  yet 
snatch  the  victim  from  the  flames,  declaimed  that  a 
confessor  ought  not  to  be  allowed  him  because  he 
was  a  heretic.  Huss,  however,  replied  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  have  one.  Ulrie  Reicheathal — one  of  the 
historians  of  the  council — as  he  himself  relates,  call- 
ed for  a  priest  then  present  to  come  and  receive  the 

'  More  probftUj  the  fifty-first.  '  Mod.  Hua.,  il  347. 
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prisoner's  confession.  The  name  of  tbia  priest  was 
Ulric  Schorand,  a  man  of  repute  for  learning  and 
integrity,  and  highly  esteemed  by  the  council.  He 
asked  Huss  whether  lie  was  willing  to  renounce  the 
errore  for  which  he  had  been  condemned  to  the 
punishment  which  he  now  saw  awaiting  him.  If  so, 
he  was  ready  to  confess  him  ;  but  if  not,  he  must  be 
aware  that  a  heretic,  according  to  the  canon  law, 
could  neither  administer  or  receive  the  sacraments. 
Huss  having  heard  the  conditions  on  which  he  might 
be  confessed,  declined  to  accept  them.  He  replied, 
that  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  for  him  to  confess, 
inasmuch  as  he  did  not  feel  himself  to  be  guilty  of 
any  mortal  sin.  He  desired,  howevei',  the  privilege 
of  improving  the  occasion  to  address  the  people  in 
the  German  language.  But  the  brutal  elector,  true 
to  the  instincts  of  his  cruel  nature  and  in  perfect  con- 
sistency with  his  previous  course,  instead  of  allowing 
permission,  gave  orders  that  he  should  immediately 
be  committed  to  the  flames.  Huss  at  once  lifted  up 
his  voice  in  prayer.  "  O  Lord  Jesus,  I  would  eadore 
with  humility,  for  thy  gospel,  this  cruel  death  ;  and  I 
beseech  thee,  pardon  all  my  enemies."  Such  were 
some  of  the  expressions  of  his  prayer.  While  he 
was  thus  engaged  in  his  devotions,  with  his  eyes 
toward  heaven,  the  paper  mitre,  which  had  been 
placed  upon  his  head  in  the  council,  fell  off.  As 
Huss  turned  to  behold  it,  a  smile  played  over  hia 
features.  Perhaps  he  saw  in  the  frail  thing  an  em- 
blem of  that  impotent  malice  which  in  vaiu  attempt- 
ed to  affix  calumny  to  his  name.  The  soldiers,  how- 
ever, more  inclined  to  sympathize  with  their  harsh 
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leader,  replaced  the  mitre  upon  his  bead,  and,  refer- 
ring to  the  images  painted  upon  it,  declared  he  ought 
to  be  burned  with  the  devila  he  had  sei'ved. 

Having  asked  and  obtained  permiasion  to  speak  to 
his  keepera,  Huss  thanked  them  for  the  kind  treat- 
ment which  he  had  received  at  their  hands.''  "  Ye 
have  shown  yourselves,"  said  he,  "  not  merely  my 
keepers,  but  brethren  most  beloved.  And  be  assured 
that  I  rest  with  fii'm  faith  upon  my  Saviour,  in  whose 
name  I  am  content  calmly  to  endure  this  sort  of 
death,  that  I  this  day  may  go  to  reign  with  him." 
These  woi'ds  were  spoken  in  German.  We  have 
other  testimony,  also,  to  show  that  even  among  his 
jailers,  Huss  must  already  have  seen  the  fruits  of 
his  fidelity.  He  now  wished,  with  his  dying  breath, 
to  seal  the  impression  that  had  been  made  by  his 
life. 

He  was  now  stripped  of  his  garments  and  bound 
fast  to  a  large  stake,  through  which  holes  had  been 
bored  to  secure  the  cords.  Of  these  there  were  sis 
or  seven,  which  had  been  wet  in  order  longer  to  re- 
skt  the  heat  of  the  flames.  One  was  bound  about 
his  ankles,  one  below  and  another  above  the  knees, 
while  others  were  distributed  over  the  upper  part 
of  his  body  as  far  as  the  armpits.  His  hands  had 
previously  been  bound  behind  his  back,  and  he  was 
now  made  fast  in  this  position.  The  stake  was  driven 
downwai'd  and  made  to  stand  erect  in  the  earth,  so  as 
to  support  the  victim  while  the  flames  consumed  him. 
By  some  accident  it  had  happened  that  Huss,  as 
bound  to  the  stake,  stood  facing  the  east.'     This  was 

■  Mod.  Hu9.,  ii.  347.         '  lb  348. 
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observed  by  some  of  the  bystanders,  and  tbe  order 
was  given  that  he  should  be  turned  so  aa  to  face  the 
west.  As  a  heretic,  he  might  not  die  with  his  eyes 
dii'ected  toward  the  Holy  Laud.  The  order  was  im- 
mediately obeyed.  The  neck  of  the  prisoner  was 
now  bound  to  the  stake  by  a  black  and  sooty  iron 
chain,  which  had  been  used  by  a  poor  man,  its  former 
owner,  for  suspending  his  kettle  over  the  fire.  Huss 
bent  his  head  somewhat  so  as  to  obtain  a  sight  of 
it,  but  instead  of  turning  pale  with  affright,  he  be- 
held it  with  a  cheei'ful  smile.  "The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  said  he,  "  my  beloved  Redeemer  and  Saviour, 
was,  for  my  sake,  bound  with  a  harsher  and  more 
cruel  chain.  Why,  therefore,  should  wretched  I 
blush,  for  his  most  holy  name,  to  be  bound  with  this 
sooty  one  ? " 

Two  piles  of  fagote  were  placed  about  the  feet 
of  Huss,  which  had  been  stripped  of  their  covering. 
Bundles  of  straw  were  placed  erect  around  the 
stake,  reaching  as  far  upward  as  the  neck  of  the 
victim.  Every  thing  was  now  ready  for  the  kindling 
of  the  flames.  Before  the  torch  was  applied,  how- 
ever, one  more  effort  was  made  to  induce  Huss  to  re- 
cant. It  was  the  wish  of  the  emperor  even  yet,  un- 
doubtedly, to  save  if  possible  his  honor  with  the 
prisoner's  life ;  and  it  was  probably  by  his  direction — 
given  beforehand,  for  he  did  not  choose  to  witness 
the  scene — that  the  marshal  of  the  empire  with  the 
elector  approached  the  funeral  pile,  and  exhorted 
Huss  yet  to  save  his  life  by  retracting  and  abjuring 
his  doctrines.  It  was  the  last  opportunity.  Would 
Huss  now  hesitate  ?     In  a  loud,  clear  voice,  he  re- 
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plied,  with  a  firmness  wbich  the  immediate  prospect 
of  death  could  not  shake,  "  I  call  God  to  witness, 
that  I  have  never  taught  nor  written  those  things 
which  on  false  testimony  they  impute  to  me ;  but 
my  declarations,  teachings,  writings,  in  fine,  all  my 
works,  have  been  intended  and  shaped  towai'd  the 
object  of  rescuing  dying  men  from  the  tyranny  of 
sin.  "Wherefore  I  will  this  day  gladly  seal  that  truth 
which  I  have  taught,  written,  and  proclaimed — estab- 
lished by  the  divine  law,  and  by  holy  teachers — by 
the  pledge  of  my  death."  ^ 

On  hearing  this  final  decision  of  Huss — unshaken 
in  his  purpose  to  the  last — the  marshal  and  the 
elector  left  him.  The  executioners  kindled  the 
flames.  Amid  the  smoke  and  blaae,  Huss  could  be 
heard  engaged  in  prayer.  "O  Christ,  thou  Son  of 
the  living  God,  have  mercy  on  me."  The  prayer 
was  repeated,  and  again  he  was  heard  uttering  the 
words  of  the  creed,  when  the  wind,  rising  with  the 
flames,  kindled  the  pile  to  a  fiercer  heat,  and  he  was 
suffocated  by  the  smoke  that  prevented  his  saying 
more.  Still  was  he  observed  for  one  or  two  minutes 
obviously  engaged  in  devotion.  He  bowed  his  head, 
and  his  lips  were  seen  to  move  as  if  in  utterance  of 
prayer.  At  last  all  was  silent.  The  charred  carcass 
was  motionless,  and  the  spirit  had  fled.^ 

As  the  fagots  burned  away,  they  left  the  body 
visible,  still  hanging  to  the  stake  by  the  iron  chain. 
The  executioners  with  poles  pushed  the  fragments 
of  the  burning  brands  back  ai'onod  the  stake,  and 
heaped  up  new  fuel  about  the  half-consumed  skele- 

'  Hon.  Hua,,  ii,  848.  '  lb. 
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ton.  They  sti'uck  at  the  bones  and  limba,  to  break 
them  in  pieces,  that  they  might  the  sooner  be  cbn- 
sumed.  ■  His  head  rolled  down.  It  was  beaten  into 
pieces  with  a  club  and  thrown  back  into  the  flames. 
His  heart,  found  amoijg  his  intestines,  was  pierced 
by  a  sharp  stick  of  wood,  and  roasted  at  a  fire  apart 
until  it  was  reduced  to  ashes.  One  of  the  execu- 
tioners was  seen  still  having  in  his  possession  some 
of  the  garments  of  Huss.  The  elector,  on  observing 
it,  commanded  that  these  and  all  that  belonged  to 
Huss  should  be  cast  together  into  the  flames,  promis- 
ing the  executioner  compensation  for  the  loss,  "  The 
Bohemians,"  said  he,  *'  would  keep  and  cherish  such 
a  thing  as  a  sacred  relic,"  When  every  thing  had. 
been  consumed,  the  ashes,  and  eveiy  fragment  or 
memorial  of  the  scene  of  martyrdom,  were  shov- 
elled up  and  carted  away,  to  be  emptied  into  the 
Khine. 

Thus  perished,  upon  his  forty-second  birthday,  in 
the  full  vigor  of  his  powers,  and  in  the  strength  and 
promise  of  manhood,  one  of  those  men  whom  the 
world  has  been  constrained  to  acknowledge  well 
worthy  of  the  martyr's  crown.  Even  his  enemies 
could  not  but  eulogize  his  noble  bearing,  and  I'espect 
his  manly  and  heroic  spirit.  "  They  went,"  said 
.^neas  Sylvius,  who  afterward  filled  the  papal  chair, 
and  who  knew  all  the  cii'camstances  of  the  execu- 
tion of  Huss  and  Jerome — "They  went  to  their  pun- 
ishment as  to  a  feast.  Not  a  word  escaped  them 
which  gave  indication  of  the  least  weakness.  In  the 
midst  of  the  flames  they  sang  hymns  uninterruptedly 
to  their  last  breath.     No  philosopher  ever  suffered 
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death  with    such   constancy    as   they   endured    the 
flames."  ^ 

The  question  here  rises— "What  were  the  real  causes 
which  led  to  the  condemnatioD  of  Huss  ?  He  him- 
self would  never  allow,  even  to  the  last,  that  he  had 
departed  from  the  orthodox  standards  of  the  church 
—the  scriptures  and  the  fathers.  In  fact,  with  the 
exception  of  his  .late  approval  of  the  views  of  Jaco- 
bel  in  regard  to  the  communion  of  the  cup,  there 
was  scarce  a  doctrine  which  he  held,  upon  which  he 
could  not  have  found  many  members  of  the  council 
to  agree  with  him.  "When  questioned  upon  transub- 
stantiation  and  the  Trinity,  he  replied  by  a  full  and 
frank  confession  of  the  Catholic  formula.  In  regard 
to  confession,  he  did  not  reject  it,  though  like  many 
of  his  contemporaries  whose  orthodoxy  passed  unsus- 
pected, he  did  not  attach  to  it  that  supreme  and 
superstitious  importance  which  belonged  to  it  in  the 
eyes  of  many.  On  other  points  of  belief, — as  inter- 
cession of  the  saints,  the  adoration  of  images,  works, 
purgatory,  and  tradition,  his  replies  before  the  coun- 
cil show  that  his  views  differed  but  slightly  from 
those  of  the  French  theologians,  and  the  more  intel- 
ligent and  liberal  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church.  As  to  the  doctrine  of  the  absence  of  the 
spiritual  character  in  bad  priests — a  doctrine  so  long 
obscure  in  his  mind,  and  which  at  first  he  seems  to 
have  adopted  from  Wickliffe — he  finishes  by  giving 
it  an  orthodox  explanation,  declaring  that  in  the 
ministry  of  an  unworthy  priest,  God  works  worthily 
and  effectually  by  unworthy  hands.     Even  with  re- 
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gard  to  indulgences,  te  declares  liimself  indisposed 
to  withhold  any  prerogative  which  God  may  have 
given  to  the  Komau  pontiff,  but  merely  denies  that 
they  were  of  any  value  when  given  for  unworthy 
purposes.  Many  of  the  propositions  attributed  to 
him  by  the  council  he  publicly  disavowed,  and  oth- 
ers he  explained  in  such  a  manner  that  they  could 
not  properly  be  regarded  as  heretical.  Huss  attacked, 
not  so  much  the  doctrines  of  the  Eomish  church,  as 
theii'  abuse,  and  in  this  respect  might  have  found 
sufficient  precedent  for  his  justification,  had  he 
sought  it,  among  the  writings  of  naembers  of  the 
council. 

Nor  can  we  ascribe  the  condemnation  of  Huss  to 
the  severe  language  whicli  he  used  in  regard  to  the 
cormptiou  and  degeneracy  of  the  church.  No  lan- 
guage to  be  found  in  his  writings  can  exceed,  if  even 
equal,  in  severity,  that  which  w^  employed  upon 
this  subject  by  Gerson,  Clemengis,  and  D'Ailly. 
Many  a  sermon  was  preached  before  the  council,  in 
which  plain  and  terrible  expositions  of  the  prevalent 
depravity  were  presented,  startling  enough  to  fill  the 
mind  of  every  hearer  with  astonishment  and  horror. 
No  one  ever  attempted  to  deny  the  truth  of  what 
Huss  asserted  on  this  subject.  The  Cardinal  of  Cam- 
bray  merely  complained  that  it  was  said  inoppor- 
tunely. 

One  prominent  feature  of  the  criminality  of  Huss 
may  perhaps  be  found  in  some  lines  written  in  an 
old  manuscript  copy  of  his  works.  "  As  long  as 
John  Huss  merely  declaimed  against  the  vices 
of    the    seculars,    every   one    said   that  he    was  in- 
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spired  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  but  as  soon  as  he  pro- 
ceeded against  ecclesiastics,  he  became  an  object  of 
odium,  for  he  then  reaJly  laid  his  finger  upon  the 
sore," 

Huss  traced,  like  WieklLffe,  a  large  part  of  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  clergy  to  the  riches  which,  by  the  vio- 
lation of  ecclesiastical  order,  they  had  been  enabled 
to  accumulate.  He  saw  them  becoming  lords  and 
princes,  entangled  in  worldly  business,  and  inspired 
by  worldly  ambitions.  He  believed  that  it  was  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  secular  power  to  secure  the 
proper  employment  of  the  property  of  the  church, 
and  when  it  had  been  perverted  from  its  uses,  it 
might  be  taken  away  altogether.  This  doctrine  was 
a  heinous  one  in  the  eyes  of  the  clergy.  It  gave  a 
mortal  blow  to  their  worldly  rank  and  temporal 
authority.  Undoubtedly  its  avowal  made  Huss 
many  enemies,  and  these  of  a  most  unrelenting  and 
vindictive  character. 

Various  parties  in  the  council  stood  arrayed  against 
Huss  upon  distinct  gi'ounds.  The  theologians  of  the 
University  of  Paris  saw  in  him  an  adherent  of  the 
philosophy  of  the  Realists,  apd  the  odiimi  philosoph- 
iomn,  full  as  much  as  the  odnmi  theologicum,  brought 
them  as  Nominalists  into  bitter  conflict  with  him. 
The  English  deputation,  indifferent,  or  perhaps  hos- 
tile to  the  philosophical  views  of  the  Parisians,  tak- 
ing but  little  delight  in  the  verbal  quibbles  with 
which  the  dialectic  skill  of  the  Cardinal  of  Cambray 
sought  to  entrap  Huss  into  self-contradiction,  regarded 
him  yet  as  a  disciple  of  "WictlifFe,  and  when  they  heard 
him  defending  his  memory,  resolved  to  give  him  ap 
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as  another  victim  to  their  hatred  of  their  own  coun- 
tryman. 

The  deputation  of  the  German  nation,  moreover,  had 
come  to  Constance,  many  of  them  bitterly  envenomed 
by  prejudice  against  Huss.  They  regarded  him — 
some  of  them,  at  least — almost  in  the  light  of  a  per- 
sonal enemy.  They  charged  him  with  being  the 
principal  agent  in  the  measures  which  led  to  the  vir- 
tual expulsion  of  the  German  nation  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  PragttBi  AJmong  those  who  are  mentioned  af* 
especially  eager  to  secure  his  conviction  and  -condem- 
nation, we  find  many  who  in  all  probability  bad 
stadied  in  that  university,  and  carried  back  with 
them  from  Bohemia  the  inveterate  hostility  and 
prejudice  whicli  had  there  been  excited.^  The  most 
pertinacious  antagonist  of  Hass — according  to  the 
historian,  the  only  one  who  could  vanquish  him  in 
argument — was  John  Za'charise,  professor  of  theol- 
ogy, who  represented  the  University  of  Erfurth  in 
the  council  of  Constance,  and  who  is  spoken  of  as  a 
man  of  extensive  learning  and  consummate  ability. 
To  him  the  same  historian  ascribes  the  prevailing 
influence  which  secured  the  sentence  of  Huss.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  there  can  "be  no  doubt  that  the 
German  nation  in  the  conncil,  to  which  Huss  should 
have  looked  for  defenders,  was  envenomed  against  him 
by  the  reports  that  had  gone  forth  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Prague. 

To  bring  the  various  interests,  antipathies,  and 
prejudices  of  the  several  parties  to  bear  against  the 
prisoner,  there  were  only  needed  the  skill  and  malice 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  896. 


dbyGoogle 


Y8  LIFE   AND   TUTES   OF   JOHN   HUSS.  [Ch.  II. 

of  men  like  Paletz  and  Causis,  Paletz,  a  former  com- 
panion and  asTOciate,  -soon  a  rival  in  influence,  at 
lengtli  in  a  moment  of  terror  yielding  np  his  better 
convictions  to  secure  his  own  safety,  and  virtually 
sold  over  to  the  enemies  of  the  man  whom  he  now 
pursued,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his 
life,  as  for  the  privilege  of  triumph  over  a  pi'ostrate 
foe  ; — Michael  de  Causis,  a  villain  from  the  start,  and 
schooled  by  all  the  practised  arts  of  fraud  to  do  the 
meanest  things  which  the  tool  of  other  men's  malice 
needs  tc  Jo,  while  he  gratifies  his  own: — these  were 
thv!  leaders  in  a  plot  of  which  bribery  was  an  ac- 
kowledged  element,  and  which  combined  and  wove 
into  its  web  of  intrigue  the  basest  passions,  and  the 
most  unhallowed  and  even  conflicting  interests. 

And  yet  it  is  probable  that  all  those  arts  by  which 
they  poisoned  the  minds  of  the  council,  and  all  the 
false  testimony  which  they  heaped  together  in  order 
to  convict  Huss,  would  have  proved  vain,  but  for 
that  which  was  in  reality,  after  all,  the  chief  crime 
that  rested  upon  his  head.  He  would  not  admit  the 
infa]lil>ility  of  the  council.  He  had  too  much  good 
gense,  not  to  say  piety,  to  allow  the  word  of  any 
man,  or  any  body  of  men,  to  silence  or  overthrow 
the  clear  authority  of  the  word  of  God.  He  had 
appealed  from  the  pope  to  Christ,  the  supreme 
Judge,  in  vain,  if  any  council  was  to  sit  in  judgment 
on  Christ  himself,  wrest  his  words  from  their  true 
meaning,  or  replace  them  by  human  decisions  from 
any  source.  He  demanded,  and  again  and  again  did 
he  repeat  the  demand,  that  be  should  be  set  right 
and  instructed  by  the  authority  of  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
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tures.  To  these  alone,  and  not  to  the  dicta,  of  any 
body  of  men,  was  he  willing  to  submit.  Here  was 
the  root  of  the  difficulty.  Hnss  was  a  Protestant 
before  the  name  was  known.  He  protested  against 
superseding  the  plain  word  of  Christ  by  any  inven- 
tions or  decisions  of  fallible  men.  This  constitoted 
his  crime.  To  this  position  he  remained  steadfast  to 
the  last.  Sigismand,  like  a  second  Nebuchadnezzar, 
required  that  Huss  should  Tjow  down  and  worship 
the  great  image  of  syn.odical  infallibility  which  he 
had  set  up  in  place  of  the  pope.  The  council  itself 
repeated  the  demand.  Obedience  and  submission 
were  the  only  terms  on  which  his  life  would  be 
spared.  These  conditions  Huss  rejected  with  disdain ; 
and  his  doom  was  sealed.  He  went  to  the  stake 
with  a  clear  conscience,  forcing  the  very  flames  which 
bis  enemies  had  kindled,  to  emblazon  before  the 
world  in  fiery  lettera  his  reverence  for  the  word  of 
God.  Had  his  life  been  spared,  we  can  readily  be- 
lieve that  new  light  would  have  daivned  upon  him, 
and  that  Luther  would  have  been  preceded  in  his 
career  by  a  man  who  combined  some  of  the  noblest 
qualities  of  the  martyr  spirit  with  a  firmness  and 
decision  fully  eqnal  to  his  own. 

The  character  of  Huss  is  one  that  the  most  viru- 
lent calumny  has  scarce  dared  to  touch.  The  purity 
of  his  life,  the  simplicity  of  his  manners,  his  love  of 
truth,  his  deep  conscientiousness,  his  averaion  to  all 
assumption  or  display,  his  strong  sympathy  for  the 
poor  and  ignorant,  his  chivalrous  readine^  to  obey 
each  prompting  of  duty,  though  it  might  carry  him 
to  the  prison  or  the  stake,  are  plainly  legible  in  the 
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whole  story  of  his  hfe.  He  has  no  false  pride  that 
forbids  him  to  retract  an  eri'or,  or  reject  a  truth.  He 
only  asks  to  be  convinced,  and  he  is  willing  to  con- 
fess his  mistake.  We  can  see  at  times  the  impetuone- 
ness  of  his  nature  breaking  out  under  the  indignant 
sei^e  of  wrong  or  injustice.  He  utters  his  feelings 
jn  sharp  and  even  burning  words.  Fearing  not  the 
face  of  man,  he  dares  avow  his  doctiines  before  the 
world ;  and,  if  the  occasion  demands,  can  lash  the 
vices  of  men  in  power  with  unsparing  invective  and 
reproof.  And  yet,  so  thoroughly  is  he  master  of  him- 
self, 80  perfectly  has  he  schooled  his  passions  to  self- 
control,  that  rarely  a  word  escapes  his  lips,  or  a  step 
is  taken,  which  he  needs  to  recall.  In  all  the 
prominent  men  of  his  age  we  look  in  vain  for  that 
combination  of  qualities  by  which  he  was  eminently 
fitted  for  the  task  committed  to  his  hands.  He 
showed  throughout  his  trial  a  presence  of  mind,  and 
a  power  and  quickness  of  -  appreheosion,  which  are 
perfectly  surpri^ng,  when  we  consider  the  hardships 
of  his  severe  and  protracted  imprisonment-— for  the 
most  part  deprived  of  books — and  the  tumultuous 
scenes  in  the  council,  which  at  times  made  it  more 
like  a  mob  than  a  body  of  men  assembled  to  delib- 
erate and  judge.  In  other  reformera  we  can  in 
almost  every  instance  detect  some  weakness  or  ex- 
cess that  led  them  into  blunders,  and  which  we  sadly 
regret.  Luther  might  have  been  too  defiant,  Me- 
lanchthon  too  compliant.  Jerome,  the  a^ociate  of 
Huss,  was  impetuous,  perhaps  to  an  extreme ;  but 
Huss  himself  pursued  a  course  in  which  his  decision 
and  moderation,his  conscientiousness  and  docility,  his 
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loyalty  to  tratli,  and  His  respect  for  the  rights  and 
judgment  of  others,  are  happily  blended.  We  eould 
scarcely  wish  him  to  have  been  other  than  he  was. 
Even  without  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  we  should 
have  been  constrained  to  pronounce  him  brave  and 
true,~-the  possessor  of  a  manly,  noble  nature. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  sum  up  at 
length  the  character  of  Huss;  for  its  leading  fea- 
tures are  quite  distinctly  brought  out  in  the  course 
of  the  narrative.  Frank,  genial,  and  confiding,  he 
scorned  all  disguise  of  his  views  or  feelings.  His 
motives  are  transparent  and  avowed,  and  he  is 
never  ashamed  to  confess  them.  The  man  stands 
forth  before  us,  delineated  in  his  own  words  and 
deeds. 

That  he  valued  and  desired  the  love  of  all  good 
men  is  obvious ;  but  he  Seems  never  to  have  been 
carried  away  by  the  mere  love  of  applause.  Severe- 
ly, and  perhaps  at  times  morbidly,  conscientious,  his 
moral  character  is  above  the  reach  of  calumny.  The 
malice  of  his  enemies  could  not  detect  in  it  a  flaw 
or  stain.  In  his  familiar  letters,  he  censures  himself 
for  faults  which  most  would  have  scarcely  esteemed 
foibles.  He  reproaches  himself  for  playing  chess, 
and  for  an  attention  to  dress  which  was  unbecoming. 
But  his  gentleness  and  charity,  his  purity  and  integ- 
rity, ai'e  above  question.  They  were  eloquently 
attested,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  by  the  document 
in  w:hich  the  univei'sity  vindicated  his  memory  from 
the  charges  of  the  council. 

In  his  controversies  he  never  descends  to  personal 
abuse.    He  expresses,  in  strong  language,  his  disap- 
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proval  of  the  coarse  of  some  of  his  party  in  the  uae 
of  reproachful  epithets.  Yet  it  is  evident  that  he 
lacked  neither  the  occasion  or  ability,  had  he  been 
so  disposed,  to  cover  his  opponents  with  ridicule,  and 
convert  his  success  into  a  personal  triumph.  But  this 
his  loyalty  to  truth  as  well  as  the  kindliness  of  his 
nature  forbade. 

His  social  affections  were  warm  and  tender.  His 
letters  in  exile  and  from  prison  unfold  his  heart  to 
us.  We  have,  indeed,  in  Huss  a  man  whose  facul- 
ties were  admirably  balanced, — true  and  devoted  aa 
a  friend,  powerful  yet  courteous  as  an  antagonist, 
eloquent  in  the  pulpit,  faithful  as  a  witness  to  the 
truth  before  the  council,  a  hero  in  the  prison,  and  a 
martyr  at  the  stake. 
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CHAPTEK    III. 

JACOBEL,  GERSON,  AND  VOLADAMIE. 

The  Ubb  of  the  Cdp.  — Decreb  of  thk  Council. —  Eeasoks  oh  which  it  wis 
Basbd.  —  HiSTOBi  or  the  Ubb  op  the  Cup,  —  Jacobbl's  TaEATigE.  —  His  Ahbu- 

UBNT  ChARACTEEIZED.  —  SOAIIP  SBNTKNCBS.  —  PEBaECUTIONREBUSED.  —  TheBOLD 

ToWE  or  Jacobel's  Treatise.  —  Ghesort's  Abdicatiok.  —  Bbnedict  XIII.  SuM- 
MOJiEn.  — Afs-aib  Of  John  Pbtit,  — His  Character.  — His  Propositioks  Cob- 
demked  at  Fabis.— The  Duke  of  Buhousdv  Appeals  to  the  Pope.  — The 
Question  Before  the  Councii..  —  The  Aspect  of  the  Cask  Chabqed. — Ems- 

LiND  AlLIBQ  WTH  THE  DUKB  OF  EdkudSDT.  —  TlUIDITT  OW  THB  COUNCIL.  —  DlSApi 
POIKTMBNT   OP   GeRSON.— ThE  KiNO  OF   POLAND   AKD   THE   TbdtoNIC  KnigdtS. — 

Sketch  OF  the  Ordbb.  —  Question  Before  tiie  Council.  — Paul  Voladahir  and 
His  PROFoamONS.  —  Thbib  Libekal  Tone.  — Von  Fai,kbnBdrb.  —  Apolobiiks 

FOE  THE   ObdEE.— Hia   BoOK  ESCATES   CONDEMNATION. —  Gerson'S    MOTIVES. — 

Pbrsonal  Danger.  — Attacud  bt  Falkenbueo.  —  Futile  Hopes. 

Mat,  1415 — August,  1415. 

DuEiNG  the  period  whicli  intervened  between  the 
fii-st  appearance  of  Huss  before  the  eouncil  and  his 
final  sentence,  there  were  other  subjects  of  discussion, 
of  grave  importance,  which  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  that  body.  The  Bishop  of  Lito- 
inischel,  as  we  have  already  seen,  entered  his  com- 
plaint against  the  innovation  introduced  by  Jacobel 
at  Prague.  The  matter  had  been  given  in  chai'ge  to 
the  theologians  of  the  council,  who  were  directed  to 
examine  and  report.  The  result  of  their  laboi-s  was 
a  small  treatise,  in  reproof  of  the  innovation.^  This 
treatise  was  submitted  to  the  council,  and  famished 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  tom.  iii.,  pt  ivii,,  p.  688. 
(83) 


dbyGoogle 


84  LIFE   AHD   TIMES   OF   JOHN   BUSS.  [Cb.  III. 

the  grounds  upon  which  their  subsequent  decree 
(June  15th,  1415)  was  based.  It  pronounces  the 
authority  and  long  practice  of  the  church  a  sufficient 
warrant  for  the  withholding  of  the  cup,  and  declares 
heretical  any  who  should  maintain  the  contrary  opin- 
ion ;  and  such  persons,  as  heretical,  are  to  he  pro- 
ceeded against,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  by  the 
diocesans,  their  vicars,  or  the  inquisitora  of  heretical 
pravity,  even  to  the  infliction  upon  them  of  severe 
penalties.^ 

The  conclusions  of  the  doctors  and  the  penal 
decree  of  the  council  were  not  calculated  to  set  the 
question  at  rest.  As  to  the  first,  by  their  admissions 
they  stultified  themselves.  As  to  the  latter,  Jacobel 
was  not  a  man  to  be  intimidated  by  its  terrors.  The 
doctors  had  admitted — as  they  could  not  well  deny — 
that  as  the  sacrament  was  instituted  by  Christ,  and 
observed  by  the  early  church,  the  communion  of  the 
cup  had  been  allowed.  Their  argument  for  with- 
holding it  from  the  laity  was  based  upon  the  practice 
and  authority  of  the  church,  A  custom  long  ob- 
served, had,  they  remarked,  the  force  of  law,  and  the 
church  had  the  right  to  make  or  adopt  such  changes 
in  the  sacraments  as  she  deemed  fitting.  On  these 
grounds,  which  would  allow  age  to  sanctify  error, 
and  permit  the  institutions  of  Christ  to  be  mutilated 
or  abrogated  by  human  caprice,  they  justified  the 
practice  of  the  church  in  the  withholding  of  the  cup. 

But  the  plea  in  its  favor,  drawn  from  custom  and 
precedent,  was  by  no  means  a  strong  one.  Scarce 
two  centaries  had  passed  since  the  cup  had  been  first 

•  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  332.    FlBnrj,  axTi-  103. 
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withheld.  In  England  the  practice  seems  iirst  to 
have  prevailed,  and  yet,  from  the  writings  of  Anselm 
we  infer  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it.  The  celebrated 
Thomas  Aquinaa  is  the  fii-st  of  any  eminence  who 
taught  that  the  communion  of  both  kinds  was  unne- 
c^sary,  inasmuch  as  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Lord 
are  found  in  each.  Bonaventura  goes  further,  and 
advises  the  withholding  of  the  cup  from  the  laity. 
These  two  men,  whose  names  supplied  the  place  of 
authority  with  the  Dominicans  and  Franciscans  re- 
spectively, first  gave  an  impulse  to  the  innovation. 
The  mendicant  monks,  swarming  all  over  Europe, 
carried  the  practice  with  them.  By  degrees  the  com- 
munion of  the  cup  fell  into  disuse.  In  order  that 
laymen  might  communicate  in  both  kinds,  a  dispen- 
sation was  at  length  required  by  the  popes.  This 
gainful  prerogative,  once  secured,  was  not  likely  to 
be  given  up.  It  was  a  new  jewel  in  the  tiara  of 
papal  prerogative.^  The  first  ecclesiastical  statute  dis- 
coverable on  the  subject,  dates  from  the  year  1261. 
It  was  enacted  at  a  general  chapter  of  the  Cistercian 
order,  and  is  grounded  on  the  pretence  that  evils 
arise  from  making  the  communion  of  the  cup  gen- 
eral. In  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  centuiy,  yet 
less  than  fifty  years  before  the  birth  of  Huss,  the 
denial  of  the  cup  to  the  laity  had  become  common. 
But  in  Bohemia,  on  the  confines  of  tbe  Greek  church, 
the  innovation  made  slower  progress.  Matthias,  who 
died  at  Prague  in  1389,  and  who  is  said  to  have 
maintained  the  same  doctrine  on  the  subject  with 
Jacobel,  must  have  seen  and  conversed  with  those 

'  Spittler's  Histoty  of  the  Cap. 
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to  whom  the  cup  had,  been  allowed.  Many  of  the 
citizens  of  Prague,  who  had  as  yet  scarce  passed 
middle  life,  must  have  remembered  how  Chai'les  IV., 
and  Blanca  hia  wife,  at  their  coronation  In  1347,  had 
been  allowed  to  partake  of  the  communion  in  both 
kinds.  In  Bohemia,  therefore,  at  least,  the  argu- 
ments of  the  council,  futile  and  inane  as  they  were 
in  themselves,  would  lose  all  their  foi-ce.  So  far  as 
the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  were  concerned,  the 
communion  of  the  cup  had  in  its  favor  the  practice 
of  twelve  centuries.  One,  or  even  two  hundred 
yeare  of  innovation  was  a  poor  o£feet — even  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  council  argued — against  a 
precedent  of  such  long  and  continuous  standing.  But 
Jacobel  did  not  rest  the  weight  of  his  arguments 
even  upon  this  ground.  He  had  already  learned, 
like  Huss,  to  go  back  to  the  original  records  of  Chris- 
tianity itself;  and  to  the  authority  of  these — sustained 
as  it  was  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Christian 
fatbers — he  was  willing  to.  leave  the  question.  His 
conti'overey  with  Broda  already  referred  to,  shows 
that  he  had  informed  himself  in  regard  to  the  whole 
subject,  with  care  and  diligence.  He  could  scarcely 
have  been  taken  by  surprise  at  the  announcement  of 
the  conclusions  and  tbe  decree  of  the  council.  These 
were  published  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  and  must 
have  been  known  at  Prague  before  the  death  of 
Huss. 

But  at  nearly  the  same  time  the  report  of  the 
views  which  Huss  entertained  upon  the  subject  must 
have  been  received.  His  words  would  carry  especial 
weight  with  them,  as  the  dying  testimony  of  one 
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whora  tens  of  thousands  revered  and  loved.  In  his 
case,  it  was  to  be  presumed,  there  was  no  blinding 
motive  of  self-interest  to  lead  him  to  a  wrong  con- 
clusion. In  the  circumstances  of  the  case  his  author- 
ity would,  with  the  mass  of  the  citizens  of  Prague, 
more  than  counterbalance  that  of  the  council.  The 
latter  bad  exposed  itself  to  contempt,  not  only  by 
its  treatment  of  Huss,  which  excited  the  deepest  in- 
dignation, but  by  its  notorious  intrigues  and  corrup- 
tions, unblnshingly  proclaimed  by  members  of  its 
own  body.  Huss,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been  al- 
most canonized  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen, 
by  the  injustice  which  the  council  bad  inflicted  upon 
him.  Contrary  to  their  design,  they  had  crowned 
their  victim  with  a  dignity  and  power  with  which 
their  own  could  not  compete.  The  preacher  was  to 
be  elevated  into  the  confessor,  the  hero  into  the 
martyr.  Powerful  as  the  words  of  Huss  might  be 
from  his  pulpit  in  Bethlehem  chapel,  they  were  more 
eloquent  as  traced  by  his  manacled  hand  in  the  cell 
of  his  Grottlieben  prison.  The  decree  of  the  council 
stood  little  chance  of  securing  favor  or  recognition 
when  the  views  of  Huss  were  once  known. 

Jacobel  was  encouraged  and  strengthened  by  the 
approval  of  hia  countryman  at  Constance.  His  own 
convictions  had  been  deliberately  formed,  and,  confi- 
dent of  the  rectitude  of  his  course,  he  did  not  qnail 
before  the  storm.  But  although  the  decree  of  the 
council  doomed  him  as  a  heretic  to  inquisitorial  ven- 
geance, it  failed  to  frighten  him  from  the  stand  whit^ 
he  had  made.  He  toot  it  up,  along  with  the  con- 
closions  on  which  it  bad  been  based,  and  hurled  it 
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back  ill  the  face  of  tbe  council,  riddled  through  and 
through  by  the  arrows  of  scripture  logic'  He 
brought  the  array  of  the  Christian  fathei's  in  un- 
broken phalanx  against  an  innovation  of  legs  than 
three  hundred  years'  standing  at  the  utmost.  Nor 
did  he  fail  to  improve  so  fair  an  occasion  of  speaking 
some  plain  truths  upon  kindred  topics. 

The  argument  of  Jacobel  displays  throughout  an 
uncompromising  love  of  truth,  a  thorough  detestation 
of  all  hypocrisy  and  injustice,  a  devoted  fidelity  to 
the  authority  of  scripture,  as  well  as  a  most  vigor- 
ous intellect  and  a  glowing  eloquence.  As  he  takes 
up  the  conclusions  of  the  doctors,  adopting  the 
fii-st,  and  exposing  the  more  fully  thereby  the  fallacy 
and  absurdity  of  the  last,  and  then  proceeds  to  at- 
tack the  decree  of  the  council,  which,  in  its  cruel 
severity,  bore  its  condemnation  on  its  face,  all  his 
powers  and  feelings  are  aroused,  and  his  argument 
grows  fierce  and  terrible  as  it  clothes  itself  in  the 
mantle  of  injured  and  insulted  truth.  His  irony, 
contempt,  sarcasm,  and  grave  reproof,  not  unmingled 
with  a  sadder  tone  that  breathes  a  dirge-like  music 
over  the  bleeding  wounds  of  pei-secuted  truth,  carry 
us  along  on  the  tide  of  argument,  and  we  feel  that 
resistance  is  vain.  The  man's  words  come  from  the 
deepest  fountains  of  feeling  and  conviction.  His 
heart  is  a  volcano,  pouring  forth  a  lava  tide  of  fiery 
logic  that  scathes  and  burns  all  it  touches.  He  does 
not  fight  as  one  that  beateth  the  air.  He  feels  that 
he  is  dealing  with  real  antagonists. 

Each  paragraph  is  sharp  and  pointed  as  a  dagger. 

'  The  endre  discaasion  on  botJi  sides  is  to  be  fonud  in  Van  dec  Burdt,  torn,  iii. 
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Every  sentence  stings.  "  If  we  are  Cbrist's  priests," 
he  says,  "  I  know  not  whom  we  should  follow  rather 
than  Christ  himself."  "If  Christ  is  the  founda- 
tion— as  we  have  heard  from  their  own  mouth  in  re- 
gard to  this  doctrine — not  only  the  doctora  of  the 
council  of  Constance,  but  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  it."  "  Whoever  loves  the  truth,  let 
him  dismiss  these  doctors,  even  though  there  were  a 
legion  of  them,  and  hear  him  who  is  the  Truth — 
Christ,  that  great  Prophet,  the  well-beloved  of  the 
Father."  "Into  such  senselessness  do  they  fall,  who, 
when  anything  obscure  prevents  them  from  discern- 
ing the  truth,  have  recourse,  not  to  the  words  of  the 
prophets,  the  writings  of  the  apostles,  or  the  author- 
ity of  the  gospel — and  so  become  masters  of  error 
because  they  never  were  disciples  of  the  truth." 

Jacobel  takes  occasion  to  show  how  the  disciples 
of  Christ,  who  truly  followed  in  his  steps,  have  been 
persecuted  and  charged  with  heresy.  Abel  was 
killed,  Joseph  sold  as  a  slave,  Isaiah  sawn  in  sunder, 
Christ,  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  crucified,  Paul,  after  the  manner  that  men 
called  heresy,  worshipped  the  God  of  his  fathers. 
"Such  men  the  council  takes  on  false  testimony,  con- 
victs and  condemns  them  of  heresy,  and  then  delivera 
them  over  to  the  secular  arm  to  be  punished.  O 
Jesus  Christ,  the  author  of  this  truth  1  do  they  not,  as 
far  as  in  them  is,  make  thee  an  heresiarch  ?  They 
give  up  thee  and  thy  holy  primitive  church  to  the 
secular  arm,  and  still  wish  to  be  called  guiltless  of 
murder,  and  charitable  !  As  of  old  the  Pharisees  and 
the  priests,  so  holy  that  they  would  not  enter  the 
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prBetorium,  or  tlie  house  of  a  Gentile,  gave  up  the  In- 
nocent One  to  be  crucified,  while  they  said  '  It  13  not 
lawful  for  us  to  put  any  one  to  death,' so  now  is  their 
example  copied  by  those,  who  first  defame,  then  cite 
to  ti-ial,  excommunicate  and  hastily  an-est,  and  de- 
grade, cm'sing  body  and  soul  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
and  handing  their  victims  over  to  the  secular  court. 
And  as  the  Jews  then  said,  'If  thou  lettest  this  man 
go,  thou  art  not  Caesar's  friend,'  so  now  these  men 
say — 'Powerful  master,  this  man  is  under  your  juris- 
diction ;  the  church  has  no  more  to  do  with  him,  and 
so  be  must  be  restrained  by  the  ci^il  power.'  .  .  .  O 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  tribulations  are  on 
every  side,  thou  Eternal  Father !  For  if,  according  to 
thine  own  command,  I  am  to  hear  thy  well-beloved 
Son,  and  listen  to  the  gospel,  as  that  well-beloved 
Son  himself  gave  commandment,  and  so  live  after  the 
example  of  the  primitive  church,  I  shall  be  excom- 
municated, accounted  a  heretic,  condemned,  burned, 
or  in  some  other  way  put  to  death  by  this  Roman 
church,  which  savors  not  the  nature  or  practice  of 
the  primitive  one.  But  if  I  do  not  obey  the  gospel, 
eternal  death  and  everlasting  fire  will  be  my  portion 
when  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  revealed  from 
heaven  with  his  angels,  to  take  vengeance  upon  those 
that  know  not  God  and  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesns  Christ.  What  choice  then  shall  I  make  ? 
But  I  know  that  if  I  should  please  men,  I  should  be 

no  more  the  servant  of  Jesus  Christ Fear  not 

those,  therefore,  who  can  only  kill  the  body.  Not  a 
hair  of  your  head  shall  perish  without  our  Father ; 
in  patience  possess  ye  your  souls. 
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"  Since,  tlien,  all  power  is  given  to  Cbrist,  in  Iieaven 
and  on  eartli,  who  would  dare  to  bring  liim  into 
subjection  to  bis  own  rules,  sbaping  His  gospel 
law  according  to  bis  O'wn  capnce — wbo,  but  the  sou 
of  perdition,  who  is  exalted  above  all  that  is  called 
God?" 

Jacobel  does  not  spare  the  persecuting  doctrines  of 
the  council  embodied  in  their  decree.  "  Ye  know  not 
what  spirit  ye  are  of.  Christ  came,  not  to  destroy 
men's  lives,  but  to  save  them.  Mahomet  taught  his 
followers  to  persecute  and  kill ;  Christ  did  not,  .  .  . 
By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them, — yea,  those  who 
invoke  the  secular  arm  against  such  as  practice  gos- 
pel truth.  .  .  .  Antichrist,  as  Thomaa  says,  forces,  by 
threats  and  torture,  those  whom  he  cannot  otherwise 
subdue."  Jacobel  seems  to  see  fulfilled  before  his 
eyes  the  prophecies  in  regai'd  to  the  last  days.  ■  He 
quotes  the  language  employed  in  previous  centuries 
by  those  whom  the  church  still  honored,  and  shows 
how  severely  it  bore  against  those  who  chose  to  obey, 
and  force  othera  to  obey,  men  rather  than  God.  Their 
final  doom  he  holds  up  as  a  fearful  warning. 

The  whole  treatise  is  written  in  a  bold,  manly,  and 
uncompromising  spirit.  It  was  the  gauntlet  of  defi- 
ance thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  council.  From 
first  to  last,  it  breathes  not  a  note  of  fear  or  sub- 
mission. While  pei'fectly  decorous  in  language,  it 
tears  away  the  last  thread  of  apology  with  which 
the  council  would  veil  its  tyranny  and  iniquity. 
The  occasion  upon  which  it  was  written  lent  it  a  new 
force.  The  whole  Bohemian  nation  were  indignant 
at  the  outrage  offered  to  their  countryman.    Jacobel's 
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woj'cls  gave  expression  to  the  convictions  of  tTiousands. 
They  sank  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
animated  them  to  a  noble  reaistance  of  ecclesiastical 
tyranny.^ 

The  council,  meanwhile,  did  not  neglect  the  sub- 
ject of  the  schism  of  the  church.  By  deposition  they 
had  disposed  of  John,  XXIII.,  bnt  Gregory  and  Bene- 
dict still  maintained  their  lival  claims  to  the  pontifi- 
cate. The  former,  however,  worn  out  with  years  and 
cafe,  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  long  defying  the  au- 
thority of  the  council.  At  the  opportune  moment 
he  had  intimated  his  willingness,  on  certain  conditions, 
to  resign  his  office,  and  thus  remove  another  obstacle 
to  the  union  of  the  church.  Negotiations  upon  the 
subject  had  been  commenced,  and  the  matter  was  so 
far  matui-ed  that  in  the  fonrteeuth  session,  two  days 
before  the  death  of  Hues,  the  act  of  abdication  was 
solemnly  executed.  Charles  Malatesta,  Lord  of 
Eimini,  was  authorized  by  Gregory  to  act  as  pleni- 
potentiary in  his  behalf.  The  two  conditions  of  ab- 
dication which  his  master  insisted  upon  were,  that 
the  council  should  consent  to  he  convoked  anew  by 
him  so  that  he  might  regard  it  as  legitimate,  and 
that  a  cardinal  of  his  obedience  should  preside  over 
the  council.  The  first  of  these  conditions  was  admit- 
ted without  much  difficulty,  the  council  readily  per- 
ceiving that  although  its  previous  sessions  would  thus 

'  The  variona  treatises  of  Jaoobel  dered  him  a  moat  formidable  oppo- 

and  his  antagonists  are  given  bj  Van  nent.     The   closing  treatise   of  the 

der  Hardt,  in  hia  third  Tolmne.    Ja-  series  is  remarkable  as  eoatroverting 

cohel  left  none  of  their  arguments  the  doctrine  of  WioUifie  on  transvlb- 

unanswered.     His    familiarity    with  stantiatlon— presenting  those  views 

aeriptnre  and   the   fathers,  and  his  which  the  CaliKtines,  of  whom  Jaeo- 

remarkabLe  lo^  and  eloquence,  tea-  bel  waa  the  leader,  aabsequentl;  held. 
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bear  the  imputation  of  being  unauthorized,  even 
Gregory  himself  would  admit  the  justice  of  the  pro- 
cess by  which  Lia  rival,  John  XXIII.,  had  been  de- 
posed. The  other  condition  the  council  refused  to 
grant,  but  compromised  the  matter  by  directing  the 
emperor  to  preside  while  the  abdication  of  Gregory 
took  place.* 

The  council  forbade  any  steps  to  be  taken  for  a 
new  election  without  its  permission,*  There  might 
have  been  reason  for  apprehension  lest  the  united 
cardinals,  weary  of  the  couocirs  delay,  might  assume 
their  prerogative,  and  give  the  church  a  new  head 
from  among  their  own  number.  The  usages,  rights, 
and  privileges,  allowed  in  previous  elections,  were 
therefore  suspended.  The  council  reserved  to  itself 
the  authority  of  regulating  the  time,  place,  and  form 
of  this  election. 

It  was,  moreover,  decreed  that  the  council  should  not 
be  dissolved  until  such  an  election  had  taken  place, 
and  the  emperor  was  Invoked  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend its  rights.  To  this  request  Sigismund  acceded. 
He  published  an  edict,  threatening  severe  penalties 
against  any  who  should  conspire,  or  attempt  anything 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  liberty  of  the  assembly. 

Upon  his  abdication  Gregoiy  was  allowed  by  the 
grateful  council  to  retain  the  dignity  of  cardinal,  and 
to  hold  the  highest  rank  in  the  college  of  which  lie 
was  a  member.  His  six  cardinals  were  confirmed  in 
their  offices,  and  the  two  obediences  were  united. 

The  council  terminated  its  fourteenth  i^ession  by 
the  reading  of  a  decree*  sumraoiiing  Benedict  XIH., 

» Henry  ixyi.  1!2,  118.        '  L'Enfiint,  269.        '  FleuTy,  ixyi.  121. 
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the  last  i-ecusant  pope,  to  keep  his  promise,  and  abdi- 
cate the  pontificate  within  ten  days,  under  pain  of 
being  proceeded  against  as  schismatic,  incorrigible, 
devoid  of  faith,  and  peijured.  In  case  of  contumacy, 
the  emperor  was  authorized  to  act  in  the  matter  ac- 
cording to  his  discretion. 

Another  subject,  which  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  members  of  the  council  was  of  scarcely  less  im- 
portance than  the  unity  of  the  church,  had  already 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  council.  This  was 
the  affair  of  John  Petit.'  We  have  heretofore  no- 
ticed the  part  which  he  took  on  the  questions  that 
arose  out  of  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  "by 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  The  last— bold,  perfidious, 
and  desperate  in  his  daring— had  awed  the  court  of 
France  by  the  terror  aud  power  of  his  name.  He 
boldly  avowed  the  wicked  deed  by  which  he  removed 
an  odious  rival,  and  demanded  and  received  from  the 
weak  king  of  France,  the  brother  of  the  murdered 
man,  the  pardon  of  his  crime.  But  no  sooner  did  he 
return  to  his  hereditary  states  than  the  scale  turned 
against  him.  His  deed  ceased  to  be  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  patriotic  act,  and  his  enemies  represented 
it  as  being — what  it  really  was^ — a  heinous,  inexcus- 
able, and  deliberate  murder.  The  Duke  of  Burgun- 
dy needed  the  aid  of  logical  casuistry  to  justify  what 
he  had  done  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  did  not  fear 
the  glitter  of  hia  sword.  He  found  it  in  the  person 
of  John  Petit,  a  member  of  the  university,  who, 
grateful  for  the  patronage  of  the  duke,  by  whom  he 
had  been  educated  and  supported,  offered  his  bene- 

■  Monstrelet,      Gers,  op.  v.  391.     Tan  der  Hardt,  iv.  8*6. 
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factor  the  aid  of  an  unscrupulous  couacience,  a  strong 
intellect,  and  the  ability  of  a  thorongh  master  of 
scholastic  arts. 

This  Fi'anciscan  friai"  waa  just  the  man  for  the  oc- 
casion. A  blind  and  violent  logician,  sci'upling  not  to 
reason  against  reason,  and  justify  murder  by  scripture 
and  all  the  principles  that  should  condemn  it,  he 
entered  upon  his  task.  Prompt  where  all  others 
hesitated,  taking  by  storm  what  others  would 
patiently  besiege,  almost  raving  in  his  furious  advo- 
cacy or  invective,  yet  always  master  of  himself,  and 
calculating  with  cool  reason  the  effect  of  his  very 
paradox,  he  was  the  person  to  carry  along  with  him, 
by  the  logical  energy  of  his  nature,  the  mass  of 
minds  whose  weakness  or  timidity  demanded  a  leader. 
He  preached  before  the  university  a  discourse  as  re- 
markable almost  for  its  scholastic  logic  as  for  its 
dariog  doctrine.  In  this  curious  but  masterly  pro- 
duction he  hews  h.ia  way  to  his  conclusion  with  a 
direct  and  sti-aightforwai'd  energy, — leaving  each 
granite  step  by  which  he  mounts,  visible  and  defiant 
to  every  eye.^  His  enemies  must  have  admired  the 
art  and  boldness  of  the  man  they  denounced,  and 
few  there  were  who  could  safely  venture  to  encoun- 
ter such  a  disputant. 

But  the  thing  must  be  done,  and  upon  Gerson,  as 
the  ablest  man  in  Prance,  the  task  was  devolved. 
Nor  did  he  shrink  from  it.  Although,  like  Petit,  he 
was  a  ■  debtor  to  the  charities  of  the  house  of  Bur- 
gundy, his  mind  and  heart  were  both  arrayed  on  the 
side  of  justice.    He  hated  the,  logic  that  defended 

'  Monatrelet,  i.  61-81, 
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the  crime,  as  he  detested  aad  boldly  denoanced  the 
deed  itself.  With  a  chivalrous  devotioa  to  hia  cause, 
Gerson  threw  himself  into  the  midst  of  the  discus- 
sioc.  For  a  long  time  he  struggled  in  vaia.  The 
Duke  of  Burgundy  carried  the  university  with  him, 
and  triumphed  temporarily  in  the  person  of  Petit. 
But  his  violence  made  him  odious.  The  relations  of 
parties  were  in  a  state  of  constant  change.  At  last, 
in  1412,  Gerson  secured  from  the  univeisity  the  con- 
demnation of  seven  articles  from  Petit's  wiitings,  in 
which  he  had  maintained  that  a  subject  may  justly 
put  a  tyrant  to  death  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
even  deserves  to  be  recompensed  therefor.  The  king 
of  France,  in  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  di- 
rected the  Bishop  of  Paris  and  the  Inquisitoi-  of  the 
Faith  to  join  to  themselves  such  a  number  of  the 
doctors  of  the  university  as  they  should  see  fit,  and 
give  judgment  upon  the  disputed  propositions  !  Thus 
originated  the  celebrated  assembly  called  the  Council 
of  the  Faith.  By  this  body  thirty-seven  propositions,^ 
drawn  from  the  writings  of  Petit,  who  had  mean- 
while deceased,  were  condemned  to  be  publicly 
burned.  The  sentence  was  duly  executed,  and  was 
inscribed,  by  the  king's  order,  in  the  register  of  each 
parliament  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  felt  that  this  blow  was 
aimed  at  him.  In  stamping  the  argument  of  h^ 
apologist  with  infamy,  the  council  had  left  him  with- 
out an  apology  for  his  cnme,  and  he  stood  charged 
before  the  world  with  the  murder  of  his  relative. 
He  appealed  to  the  Apostolic  See.    John  XXIII.  was 

'  L'Eofant  (242)  givea  only  the  aeren  first  condemned. 
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not  indisposed  to  listen  favorably  to  the  cause  of  a. 
powerful  ruler,  who  hated  his  rival,  Benedict  XIII., 
with  a  venomous  malice  equal  to  his  own.  Three  car- 
dinals, appointed  to  examine  into  the  affair,  reported 
in  favor  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  They  quashed 
the  sentence  of  the  Bishop  of  Paris.  The  question 
was  thus  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  world,  and  the 
issue  joined  in  the  face  of  Christendom.  It  remained 
for  each  party  to  present  his  cause  at  the  council  of 
Constance,  and  strive  to  secure  its  judgment  in  his 
favor. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  had  now,  however,  the 
manifest  advantage.  He  merely  needed  to  have  the 
council  reject  the  appeal  of  the  opposite  party. 
Silence—a  passing  over  of  the  whole  subject — was  all 
that  he  demanded.  Each  party  nerved  itself  for  the 
struggle,  and  each  was  sti'ongly  supported  in  the 
council.  Among  the  representatives  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  were  Peter  Cauchon,  who  afterward  sat 
in  judgment  on  the  celebrated  Joan  of  Arc,  and 
Martin  Porree,  bishop  of  Arras,  who  had  purchased 
his  mitre  by  tbe  advocacy  of  the  doctrines  of  Petit. 
Among  the  bishops  and  doctors  of  the  other  party, 
representing  Charles  VI.,  the  king  of  France,  stood 
forth  illustrious  above  all  others  John  Gerson,  a  host 
in  himself.  Scarcely  had  he  reached  Constance 
before  he  took  measures  to  bring  the  question  that 
had  agitated  France  before  the  council.  He  wished 
to  have -it  committed  to  those  members  who  were 
known  as  the  commission  of  the  faith,  and  the  re- 
formatory college.  It  was  the  biiminess  of  this  body 
to  examine  into  all  causes  concerning  faith,  doctiine, 
TOJ-  n.  f 
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auj  reformation.  They  were,  after  investigation,  to 
prononnce  judgment,  subject  to  the  definitive  sen- 
tence of  the  council.  To  this  step  Martin  Porree, 
as  well  as  the  other  I'epresentatives  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  objected.  They  sought  to  keep  the  cause 
of  their  patron  entirely  disconnected  with  questions 
that  concerned  the  faith,  "  It  was  nothing  more," 
they  aaid,  *'  than  a  simple  question  of  morality,  and 
religion  had  no  connection  with  it."  But  the  council 
on  this  point  did  not  at  first  agree  with  them. 

Foiled  here,  the  Bishop  of  Arras,  who  showed 
himself  an  adroit  tactitian  and'  an  able  advocate, 
studied  the  composition  of  the  commission  to  whom 
the  qnestion  was  to  be  submitted.  He  found  upon 
it,  perhaps  in  part  secured  the  appointment  to  it,  of 
the  three  cardinals  of  John  XXIII.,  who  had  already 
reported  in  favor  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  But 
along  with  these,  also,  was  fouud  D'Ailly,  cardinal 
of  Cambray,  whose  views  upon  the  question  of  Petit's 
doctrines  varied  little,  if  any,  from  those  of  Geraon 
himself  From  such  a  man,  bold,  able,  and  influen- 
tial, a  leading  mind  among  any  with  whom  he  might 
come  in  contact,  the  Bishop  of  Arras  had  everything 
to  fear.  He  resolved,  if  possible,  that  he  should  not 
be  suffered  to  sit  and  act  as  judge,^  He  entered  be- 
fore the  council  a  solemn  protest  against  his  serving 
on  the  commission,  at  least  in  the  cause  at  issue  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  king  of  France,^ 

By  this  time  Gerson   must  have  begun  to  grow 

'  Vaa  der  Hardt.iv.  887. 
-  The  Bishop  of  Arraa  proposed  to    he  might  bare  made  ea  good  a  case 
bringcharges  of  heresy  against  D'Ail-    against  him,  perhaps,  as  the  cardinal 
ly.    Had  he  carried  out  his  purpose,    had  against  B.iiss.—L'£!nfanl,  326. 
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somewhat  anxious  as  to  tlie  result.  He  found  him- 
self circumvented  by  management  and  intrigue. 
Although  he  had  secured  one  object— to  have  the 
doctrines  of  Petit  regarded  as  matters  pertaining  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  commission  on  faith — yet  the 
commission  itself  was  so  composed  that  his  confidence 
must  have  been  not  a  little  shaken  in  the  result  at 
which  they  would  arrive. 

Other  events  occurred  that  might  well  have  in- 
creased the  despondency  of  Gerson.  The  weak  and 
vacillating  monarch  of  France  withdrew  from  him 
the  authority  previously  granted,  to  act  in  his  name 
in  bringing  the  affair  of  Petit  before  the  council.* 
Gerson  could  hence  act  in.  his  own  name  only,  as  a 
private  member  of  the  body.  The  Duke  of  Bar- 
gundy  had  agreed  to  adopt  the  same  policy  with  the 
French  monarch,  and  direct  the  Bishop  of  Arras  and 
his  colleague  to  proceed  no  longer  ou  the  authority 
of  his  name.  But  he  did  not  keep  his  promise.  It 
was  not  to  have  been  expected  that  be  would  do  so 
against  his  own  interest.  Guilty  already  of  perfidy 
and  murder,  this  violation  of  his  word  was  but  an- 
other grain  thrown  into  the  scale  of  his  enormous 
crimes, 

Gerson  had  therefore  to  act  in  his  own  name  against 
the  avowed  representatives  of  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful princes  of  his  time.  Nor  was  the  duke  himself 
idle.  Deeply  anxious  to  secure  from  the  council  the 
silence  that  would  be  for  him  virtually  a  verdict  of 
acquittal,  he  had  approached  near  the  confines  of  the 
city  where  the  council  was  assembled.*     This  con- 

■  L'Enfent,  248.  '  Mohelet,  il  79. 


dbyGoogle 


100  LIFE   AMD   TIMEa    OF   JOHN   HU^.  [On.  III. 

fidence  of  security  made  his  power  more  teriible. 
His  preteuce  was,  he  wished  to  hear  by  night  the 
belling  of  the  stags.  But  with  his  tent  pitched  in 
the  great  forest  of  Argilly,  we  can  see  the  proof  of 
the  eager  and  anxious  feelings  with  which  he  watch- 
ed the  proceedings  of  the  council.  The  earliest  in- 
telligence was  conveyed  to  him.  We  seem  to  see 
the  princely  criminal  walking  amid  the  twilight 
glooms  of  the  deep  woods,  visited  by  the  spectres  of 
ancient  crime,  and  hourly  haunted  by  memories  that 
drove  him  almost  to  desperation,  in  his  efforts  to  cir- 
cumvent the  great  chancellor.  Nor  did  he  labor  in 
vaiu.  The  terror  of  his  name  was  felt.  The  power 
of  his  intrigues  and  the  skill  of  bis  agente  were  pro- 
ducing their  impression.  His  lavished  gold  was  aa 
argument  which  Gerson  could  not  refute. 

Meanwhile  new  obstacles  rose  into  view  with  more 
threatening  front.  England  and  France  were  on  the 
brink  of  a  war,  in  a  few  months  to  be  made  forever 
memorable,  to  the  dishonor  of  France,  by  the  terrible 
battle  of  Agincourt.  On  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1415, 
Henry  of  England  had  announced  to  parliament  his 
intention  of  making  a  descent  upon  France.  On  the 
twenty-ninth,  he  ordered  ail  his  barons  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness.^  The  English  church  shared 
in  the  feeling  of  the  English  nation,  which  demanded 
war.  Henry's  claim  to  the  crown  of  France  found  men 
to  justify  it  who  wore  the  robes  of  the  ecclesiastical 
order.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  directed 
to  summon  his  vassals.  In  such  circumstances  it  was 
obvious  that  the  two  enemies  of  France,  the  English 
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moaaruh  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  would  be  in- 
clined to  yield  each  other  a  mutual  support.  The 
laat  derived  a  new  accession  of  strengtli  from  the 
virtual  alliance  of  the  former. 

Intelligence  of  these  things  would  reach  Constance 
while  the  commission  on  the  faith  was  holding  Its 
sessions,  and  discussing  this  very  question.  Its  in- 
fluence could  not  fail  to  be  felt,  not  only  on  the 
English  members  of  the  body,  but  upon  othera  in- 
clined to  the  prudent  measure  of  not  offending  a 
powerful  ruler.  Still,  with  all  these  things  against 
him,  Gerson  did  not  despair.  Undoubtedly  he  had 
hoped  to  humble  the  powerful  duke.  He  had  meant 
that  in  his  person  the  council  should  manifest  its 
power  to  rebuke  sin  even  in  high  places,  and  make 
the  criminal  tremble.  But  in  this  hope  he  was 
doomed  to  disappointment.  The  council  refused  to 
implicate,  in  the  matter  brought  before  them,  the 
powerful  Duke  of  Burgundy,  or  any  of  his  partisans. 
It  did  not  even  venture  to  pronounce  the  name  of 
his  apologist,  John  Petit.  In  the  most  general 
terms  it  condemned  the  principal  proposition  of  the 
apology  as  erroneous  in  faith  and  subversive  of  civil 
order.^  This  proposition  was  expressed  in  such  a 
way,  that  the  condemnation  could  scarcely  have 
found  an  opponent.  It  was  as  follows:  "That  any 
tyrant  may  lawfully  and  ought  meritoriously  to  be 
put  to  death,  by  any  subject  or  va&sal,  whether  by 
ambush,  lure,  or  treachery,  notwithstanding  any  oath 
or  treaty,  and  witliont  waiting  for  the  sentence  or 
authority  of  any  judge."   Such  a  principle  one  would 

■  L'Enffint,  2'JB. 
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scarce  suppose  admitted  even  of  debate.  In  later 
years  it  became,  however,  a  dangerous  weapon  in  the 
very  city  where  it  was  first  forged  by  the  bold  scho- 
lastic skill  of  Petit.  Its  import  has  become  forever 
memorable  in  connection  with  the  dagger  of  Eavail- 
lac,  and  the  murder  of  the  heroic  Henry  IV,  Its 
condemnation  was  secured  in  the  council  in  great 
measure  by  the  urgency  of  the  emperor,  who  de- 
nounced it  in  no  measured  terms.  This  condemtia- 
tion,  genei'al  as  it  was,  cost  Gerson  the  most  stren- 
uous efforts. 

D'AHly,  who  in  this  matter  had  been  rejected  as 
a  judge,  appeared  by  his  side.  These  two  men  ex- 
hausted the  stores  of  their  eloquence  in  describing 
the  necessary  results  of  such  a  dangerous  principle.^ 
They  took  up  the  several  arguments  urged  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  for  leaving  the 
matter  at  least  iu  doubt,  and  not  regarding  it  as  a 
q^uestion  of  the  faith,  and  demolished  them  one  after 
another  with  a  merciless  logic.  D'AIUy  did  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that  the  doctrine  of  Petit  merited 
condemnation  infinitely  more  than  the  proposition 
of  Wickliffe,  which  asserts  that  if  princes  fall  into 
error,  their  subjects  may  reprehend  and  correct 
them. 

The  condemnation  of  Petit's  doctrine  was  pro- 
nounced while  Huss  was  on  his  way  to  the  scene  of 
his  martyrdom."  To  Gerson,  the  moment  must  have 
one  of  the  deepest  anxiety.  The  council  had  just 
sent  Huss  to  the  stake,  and  now,  in  a  condemnation 
so  general  as  to  leave  the  real  offenders  unmolested, 

'  Sea  Tol.  r.  of  Gerson'a  worts.  '  Floury,  xxyi  129. 
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denounced  a  principle  wHicli  would  overtlirow  all 
tlie  foundations  of  social  and  civil  order.  Sometliing 
had  been  obtained,  but  far  from  what  he  had  hoped. 
Was  it  all  that  he  could  expect  ?  Gloomy  thoughts 
must  have  filled  his  mind,  as  he  reverted  from  the 
victim  who  had  just  been  sentenced  to  the  fiames,  to 
the  charactei'  of  those  judges  who  had  been  tampei-ed 
with  by  the  agents  and  the  bribes  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy.  We  may  well  believe  that  at  such  a 
moment  bitter  words  may  have  escaped  his  lips; 
that  in  the  soreness  of  disappointment,  he  gave  ut- 
terance to  statements  which  hia  convictions  declared 
true,  but  which  others  might  account  rash.  Did  he 
begin  to  doubt  whether  after  all  it  might  not  have 
been  that  in  the  case  of  Huss  the  council  had  com- 
mitted a  judicial  murder  ?  Did  the  image  of  the 
holy  man,  on  bended  knee  before  the  assembled 
council,  appealing  to  the  sentence  of  the  great  Judge, 
haunt  him  with  the  presentiment  that  he  too  must 
answer  at  another  bar  to  the  charge  of  injured,  of 
murdered  innocence?  We  cannot  tell.  We  only 
know  that  he  boldly  avowed  that  if  Huss  had  been 
properly  defended,  he  would  never  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  the  stake.  We  know  that  his  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  council,  years  afterward,  was  such  that 
he  could  speak  of  it  with  a  severity  equal  to  that  of 
Huss'  prison  letters,  and  declare,  "  I  would  rather 
have  Jews  and  pagans  forjudges  in  matters  of  faith, 
than  the  deputies  of  the  council." 

It  is  but  a  little  while  after  Huss  has  been  burned 
as  a  heretic,  that  Gerson  himself,  one  of  his  judges, 
is  arraigned  on  charges,  some  of  which  were  not 
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altogether  dissimilar.^  His  enemies  were  resolved  to 
break  down  his  influence  in  the  council,  and  no  effort 
was  spared  to  make  him  odious.'  It  is  true  be  tri- 
1  in  the  conflict.  His  position,  standing,  and 
abilities,  carried  him  safe  through 
the  ordeal ;  but  had  his  circnmstancea  been  only  like 
those  of  Huss,  who  could  have  foreseen  the  result  ? 

Another  affair  in  which  Gerson  took  a  deep  inter- 
est was  that  of  the  complaint  of  the  king  of  Poland 
against  the  Teutonic  knights.*  This  order  had  ai'iaen 
during  the  crusades,  at  the  siege  of  Acre.  Some 
German  merchants  from  Bremen  and  Lubect  had 
witnessed  the  sufferings  of  the  Christian  army,  and, 
under  the  promptings  of  humanity  and  charity,  had 
formed  themselves  into  an  organization  to  afford  re- 
lief. They  applied  to  the  pope  for  the  charter  of  an 
order,  whose  rule  was  to  be  similar  in  many  respects 
to  that  of  the  Templai-s.  The  original  object  of  the 
association  was  to  defend  the  Christian  religion 
against  infidels,  and  to  take  care  of  the  sick  in  the 
Holy  Land,  Driven  out  from  Palestine,  the  order 
was  first  removed  to  Venice,  and  afterward  was 
called  in  by  the  Poles  to  aid  them  against  their  in- 
fidel neighboi's,  the  Prussians.  They  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  with  the  arguments  of  sword  and 
battle,  at  last  succeeded,  in  the  space  of  fifty-three 
years,  in  accomplishing  the  task. 

'  One  of  tlie  articles  for  wHct  Get-  noted  above, — "  Malo  in  eauaia  fidei, 

Bon  was  charged  with  heresy,  mas  his  Judieos  vel  Gentiles  jadices  iiabere, 

declaration  "  that  if  John  Hnss,  whom  quam    depatatoe    coneilii." — Fleury, 

the    counciT    condemned   and     pro-  xxvi.  161, 

nonnced  a  heretic,  had  had  an  advo-  '  Ger.  op.  T.  439. 

cate,  he  would  never  have  been  con-  '  L'Enikut,  160,  288,  et  aeq.     Van 

lioted."    Another  waa  his  language,  der  Hardt,  iv.  046. 
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MeanwLik  the  order  increased  in  strength  and 
number?,  and  enlarged  its  territories  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  become  a  formidable  power.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifteenth  century  they  had  reached 
the  highest  point  of  their  prosperity.  Grown  inso- 
lent with  succe^,  and  utterly  regardless  of  the  object 
of  their  institution,  they  were  ready  at  the  first  op 
portonity  to  arm  against  the  tmg  of  Poland.  If 
we  are  to  believe  the  statemente  of  the  latter,  pre- 
sented in  a  letter  to  the  Emperor  Robert,  in  which 
he  implores  his  aid,  they  dealt  out  an  indiscriniiuate 
and  impartial  vengeance  alike  to  Christian  and  infi- 
del. Mutual  recnminations  were  followed  by  fre- 
quent and  bloody  battles.  The  knights  extended 
their  ravages  beyond  the  regions  to  which  they 
could  fairly  lay  claim,  attacking  the  allies  of  Poland, 
already  Christianized,  without  sparing  the  territory 
of  those  whom  they  should  have  regarded  as  their 
benefactors,  the  Polish  nation  itself  The  knights 
were  defeated  in  numerous  battles,  but  soon  con- 
trived to  recover  from  the  loss.  They  complained 
that  the  king  of  Poland  was  become  indifferent  to 
the  convei'sion  of  infidels,  as  was  indeed  the  case  if 
hia  zeal  was  to  be  measured  by  their  violence  and 
ambition.  His  humanity  is  attested  by  the  tears  he 
shed  when  battle  was  successively  forced  upon  him. 
At  last  he  had  recourse  to  the  council  of  Constance. 
His  ambassadors  were  charged  to  bring  the  matter 
to  its  notice.  It  was  committed  for  investigation  to 
Cardinal  Zabarella,  assisted  by  two  deputies  from  each 
of  tte  nations  composing  the  council.  It  was  on  the 
eleventh  of  May  that  the  commission  was  appointed. 
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The  question  brought  before  them  was,  "  Is  it  right, 
under  the  pretext  of  propagating  religion,  to  invade 
foreign  territory  and  wage  war  upon  it  ?  "  It  was  a 
question  in  regard  to  which  humanity  and  justice  de- 
manded to  be  heard.  The  old  doctrine  of  the 
church  had  been,  not  merely  in  theory,  but  in  prac- 
tice, that  as  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  belonged 
to  Christ,  an  infidel  ting  had  no  right  to  reign,  and 
might  justly  be  deposed.  The  bloody  record  of  the 
Albigenses  had  attested  the  faithful  application  of 
this  pnnciple,  when  Simon  de  Montfort  had  signal- 
ized his  infamy  by  the  slaughter  of  thousands,  and 
turned  the  fertile  fields  of  Southern  Fi'ance  into  an 
uninhabited  desert.  The  career  of  the  Teutonic 
knights  could  be  justified  on  the  strength  of  this 
principle  alone.  Strictly  considered,  it  was  the  pnn- 
ciple of  the  religious  bigot  everywhere.  It  built  up 
the  inquisition,  and  invented  its  tortures.  It  tri- 
umphed in  the  crusades,  and  was  vindicated  in  the 
execution  of  Huss.  But  men  of  that  day  did  not 
see  it  in  the  whole  extent  of  its  application.  Gerson 
could  allow  Huss  to  be  sent  to  the  flames,  but  was 
nobly  inconsistent  with  himself  when  the  same  prin- 
ciple was  to  be  applied  on  a  more  extended  scale. 
His  sympathies  were  strongly  enlisted  on  the  side  of 
the  Polish  king,  and  his  ambassador,  Paul  Voladimir. 

The  latter,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  burning  of 
Huss,  (July  5,)  presented  to  the  German  nation,  by 
them  to  be  considered  and  communicated  to  the  other 
nations,  a  treatise,  entitled  "  A  Demonstration,"  in 
which  he  undertook  to  prove  against  the  Teutonic 
knights,  "  that  Christians  are  not  permitted  to  employ 
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violent  means  for  the  conversion  of  infidels,  nor  under 
this  pretext  to  plunder  them  of  their  goods."  After 
stating  the  excesses  and  ferocious  cruelties  of  the  order 
which — invoked  by  Poland  as  a  shield — had  become 
a- lash,  and  giving  a  brief  history  of  the  peaceful 
progress  of  Christianity  among  those  who  were  now 
molested  by  them,  he  proceeds  to  show,  in  fifty-two 
■consecutive  propositions,^  that  such  conduct,  and  the 
doctrine  by  which  it  is  sustained,  are  equally  opposed 
to  natural  equity  and  the  law  of  God.  Some  of  his 
positions  would  scarcely  be  allowed  at  the  present 
day,  but  others  are  characterized  by  sound  sense  and 
true  humanity.  Infidels,  he  maintains,  if  not  of  the 
fold  of  the  church,  are  yet  of  the  fold  of  Christ; 
as  he  said,  "  I  have  other  sheep  not  of  this  fold." 
From  this  he  infers  that  Christ's  successor  should 
protect  them  and  defend  them  .in  their  right,  while 
they  live  as  good  citizens,  instead  of  maltreating 
them,  or  suffering  them  to  be  maltreated.  Even  he, 
though  he  may  sead  preachers  among  them  whom 
he  may  sustain,  must  not  constrain  them  by  force  to 
embrace  the  gospel.  They  must  be  left  to  the  free- 
dom of  their  own  will,  inasmuch  as  eonvereion  is 
God's  work,  and  faith  is  not  to  be  forced  by  blows. 
He  condemns  the  cruelty  which  had  been  too  com- 
mon in  Europe  in  the  treatment  of  the  Jews  and 
other  unbelievers,  contending  that  Christian  princes 
ought  not  to  plunder  them,  or  expel  them  from  their 
lands.  He  enforces  the  teachings  of  natural  reason 
in  regard  to  the  rights  of  individuals,  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  proverb  not  to  trespass  on  a  neighbor's 

'  VuL  der  Hordt,  iil.  10,  el  uq. 
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landraarka.  Infidels  possess  their  authority  as  rulers 
from  God,  and  by  no  gmit  of  their  own,  Voladamir, 
while  he  inconsistently  excepts  heretics  from  the 
privileges  allowed  to  infidels,  declares  that  they  are 
not  to  be  dealt  harshly  with,untried  and  uncondemned. 
He  maintains  that  even  letters  of  the  Roman  pontifi', 
conferring  privileges  upon  any  man  or  order,  are  to 
be  interpreted  in  accordance  with  law  and  the  rights 
of  individuals — a  doctrine  that  would  have  spared 
the  world  the  sight  of  many  a  horror,  now  to  be 
charged  to  the  claims  of  papal  infallibility.  He 
condemns  the  principle  of  doing  evil  that  good  may 
come.  We  are  not  to  injure  our  neighbor,  and  thus 
transgi'ess  the  commandment  in  order  to  convert  him. 
The  decision  of  the  council  of  Toledo  is  referred  to, 
as  condemning  the  use  of  violent  and  hard  methods, 
and  recommending  only  the, arts  of  pei-suasion  and 
gentle  means.  Voladimir  goes  even  beyond  the  spirit, 
not  of  his  own,  but,  we  may  even  say,  of  the  present 
age,  in  maintaining  that  the  individual  soldier  must 
be  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
is  engaged.  If  a  subject,  and  the  matter  is  in  doubt, 
it  may  be  possible  that  his  sovereign's  command  may 
be  paramount.  But  no  fear  of  temporal  losses  should 
induce  him  to  take  part  in  a  war  which  he  knows  to 
be  unjustly  waged.  In  these  views,  the  Polish  am- 
bassador unconsciously  passes  the  limit  of  that  servile 
rule  which  proscribes  the  right  of  private  judgment. 
He-  is  unconsciously  arguing  against  the  infallible 
authority,  whether  of  pope  or  council.  It  shows, 
moreover,  the  liberal  spirit  by  which  he  was  anima^ 
ted,  that  he  dares  to  throw  off  the  bigoted  scruples 
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of  tte  age,  and  assert  that  a  Christian  prince  might, 
in  case  of  danger,  justly  seek  the  alliance  of  an  infi- 
del. He  closes  his  treatise  by  picturing  the  horrid 
results  that  would  follow  the  adoption  of  the  princi- 
ple of  his  adversaries.  If  all  unbelievers  were  vpso 
facto  disqualified  from  ruling ;  if  they  might  be  as- 
saulted with  force  of  arms  to  bring  them  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Christian  faith,  the  door  is  opened 
to  ail  manner  of  violence.  The  command,  "Thou 
shalt  not  kill,"  stands  in  the  way,  and  forbids  all 
these  forms  of  cruelty  and  injustice.^ 

Erroneous  as  some  of  the  positions  of  Voladimir 
were,  the  humane  and  sensible  character  of  othei-s 
shows  the  ability  and  Christian  feeling  of  the  man. 
As  rector  of  the  University  of  Cracow,  and  represen- 
tative of  the  king  of  Poland,  he  honored  the  office 
and  position  which  he  occupied  in  the  council.  In 
many  respects  he  and  Gerson  found  themselves 
drawn  together  by  strong  sympathies.  And  as  if 
the  more  to  unite  them  in  feeling,  they  had  much  the 
same  experience  of  the  character  of  the  council.  It 
was  for  a  long  time  in  vain  that  Voladimir  sought  to 
obtain  from  the  council  some  judgment  in  favor  of 
his  proposition.  But  he  too  had  Ms  Duke  of  Bv/r- 
gmxdy.  The  Teutonic  order  was  powerful,  and  not 
lightly  to  be  offended.  Sigismund,  earnest  as  he 
was  for  peace,  was  unwilling  to  do  anything  which 
should  tend  to  alienate  their  sympathies  from  the 
great  cause  he  had  at  heart, — the  union  of  Christen- 
dom against  the  Turk.  And  might  not  some  of  the 
principles  of  Voladimir's  demonstration  rise  up  to 

'  Van  der  Hwdt,  Ui.  p,  2, 
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protest  even  against  Bis  cherisbed  project?  In  vain 
did  GersoQ  lend  all  the  weight  of  his  .influence  to 
enforce  the  representations  of  his  Polish  brother. 
"Weightier  motives  than  those  of  simple  justice,  be 
must  once  more  have  felt,  in  the  bitterness  of  bis  soul, 
controlled  the  action  of  the  council. 

But  Voladimir  had  not  only  his  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy in  the  Teutonic  order,  but  the  order  itself 
had  its  John  Petit  in  the  person  of  a  Dominican 
monk,  John  Von  Falkenberg.^  The  latter  became, 
at  the  instance  of  the  order,  their  apologist  against 
the  king  and  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  he  showed 
himself  not  unworthy  in  some  respects  of  his  Parisian 
prototype.  The  apology  itself,  as  a  whole,  has  per- 
ished, but  fragments  of  it  have  been  preserved, 
enough  to  show  the  venomous  spirit  that  pervades  it. 
It  is  directed  to  all  kings,  princes,  prelates,  and  to 
Christendom  generally,  and  the  author  promises 
eternal  life  to  all  that  will  league  together  to  exter- 
minate the  Poles  and  Jagellon  their  king.  He  was 
accused  of  maintaining  that  the  king  was  an  idol, 
and  his  subjects  idolaters ;  that  both  should  be  hated, 
as  they  deserved  to  be ;  that  they  were  heretics  and 
shameless  dogs,  turning  back  to  their  vomit  by  fall- 
ing into  heathenism ;  that  to  kill  the  Poles  and  their 
king  is  more  meritorious  than  to  slay  pagans ;  that 
secular  princes  who  shall  do  it  at  the  risk  of  earthly 
dignity  will  merit  eternal  glory,  while  those  who 
tolerate  them  or  aid  them  will  be  damned;  and 
that  all  Poland,  with  Jagellon  its  king,  is  to  be  ac- 
counted criminal  as  committed  to  schism  and  heresy. 

'  L'Enfant,  678-8. 
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This  treatise,  which  the  emperor  met  with  in  Paris  a 
few  months  after  the  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
fore the  council,  was  subsequently  condemned  to  be 
burned,  as  erroneous  in  faith  and  morals,  seditious, 
cruel,  scandalous,  injmious,  impious,  offensive  to  pi- 
ous ears,  and  heretical.  But  no  sentence  was  passed 
upon  it  in  public  session.  The  order  exerted  their 
influence  with  Martin  V.,  just  then  elected  pope, 
(1418,)  and  he  dared  not  offend  so  powerful  a  body. 
In  vain  did  the  French  and  Polish  deputations,  who 
felt  that  their  cause  was  one  and  the  same,  urge  the 
matter. 

Neither  Falkenberg's  book,  nor  Petit'a  apology, 
odious  as  they  both  were,  could  be  brought  to  share 
the  fate  to  which  the  works  of  Huss  had  been  doom- 
ed. Falkenberg  himself  was  imprisoned,  but  to  leave 
the  matter  there  seemed  to  Gei-son  a  mockery  of  all 
justice.  His  deliberate  view  of  the  matter,  as  he  saw 
it  in  retrospect,  is  expressed  in  his  works.^ 

The  course  of  the  council,  so  he  remarks,  "gives 
the  Bohemians  just  occasion  to  accuse  it  of  a  most 
criminal  partiality,  in  treating  with  indifference  a 
matter  so  vital  to  Christian  morals  and  civil  society, 
while  other  heresies  less  fatal  are  dealt  with  sc 
harshly.  It  opens  the  gate  to  robbeiy,  peijury,  mas- 
sacre, and  assassination.  It  takes  from  bishops  the 
power  of  i-epressing  heretics,  or  correcting  those  whc 
err  within  their  diocese  ;  for  if  they  see  that  the  coun- 
cil  had  no  such  authority,  they  will  not  dare  tc 
undertake  its  exercise.  Secular  princes  will  find 
themselves  under  the    necessity  of  using  tempera 

'  Gcr.  Op.  torn.  v.  1014. 
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weapons  against  such  as  teach  pestilent  doctrine  in 
their  states.  Thus  the  authority  of  the  conncil  is 
made  cheap ;  its  deeds  are  null  and  void ;  it  becomes 
a  laughing-stock  for  infidels,  schismatics,  especially 
for  Peter  de  Luna  (Benedict  XIII.)  and  his  adherents, 
who  will  not  fail  to  exult  at  the  resolt  of  a  measure 
so  exciting  in  expectations,  so  futile  in  its  issue." 

It  is  more  than  possible  that  motives  of  a  more 
personal  and  worldly  nature  than  Gerson  was  aware 
of,  found  a  place  in  his  heart.  His  zeal  was  quick- 
ened, perhaps,  by  a  sense  of  what  he  considei'ed  in- 
dignities offered  to  himself.  He  had  boldly  stemmed 
the  tide  of  popular  opinion,  when  the  power  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  was  at  its  height  in  Paris.  His 
name  had  been  mingled  with  the  curses  of  the  popu- 
lace. His  house  had  been  sacked,  and  his  life  en- 
dangered by  a  lawless  mob.^  He  doubtless  felt  him- 
self to  have  been  a  persecuted  man.  Nor  had  his 
treatment  in  the  council  been  such  as  he  might  deem 
justly  due  to  his  position  and  his  ability.  He  found, 
to  his  sorrow  and  disappointment,  that  human  nature 
was  much  the  same  at  Constance  and  at  the  French 
capital.  The  scenes  of  the  coimcil  were  sucb,  that  to 
take  a  part  in  them  must  at  times  have  wounded  his 
own  self-respect.  They  were  anything  but  models 
of  decorum  and  order.  Shouting,  stamping,  recrim- 
ination, and  almost  eveiy  form  of  confusion,  were  not 
infrequent.  In  Von  Falkenberg  he  found  another 
Johfl  Petit,  and  the  cause  each  defended  was  much 
the  same.  -Nay,  the  foiTuer  had  even  volunteered, 
incited,  doubtless,  by  the  bribes  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 

'  Sketch  of  GerBon'3  Life  in  Von  der  Hardt. 
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gundy,  and  to  secure  his  alliance,  to  become  the 
avowed  champion  of  Petit.  In  this  character  he 
assaulted  D'Ailly  and  Gerson  in  no  measured  terras. 
His  pamphlets  teem  with  insults,  full  of  abuse  and 
contemptuous  insolence.  He  speaks  of  Gerson  as  bo 
unversed  in  logic  that  he  should  be  sent  to  school  to 
learn  its  rules.  Not  the  gloi'y  of  the  University  of 
Paris,  bat  the  disgrace  of  its  ignorance,  is  manifest 
in  the  stupidity  of  its  chancellor.  No  wonder,  he 
says,  if  such  a  man  as  he,  unacquainted  with  the 
rudiments  of  logic,  occupied  that  post,  the  Bishop 
of  Paris,  with  the  doctors  of  his  council  of  faith, 
should  have  blundered  into  the  error  of  condemning 
the  propositions  of  Petit. 

It  is  not  strange  that  Gersou's  zeal  was  inflamed 
by  some  sense  of  the  personal  outrage  to  which  he 
was  subjected.  The  consciousness  of  his  own  integ- 
rity perhaps  needed  this  new  spur  to  rouse  him  to 
the  most  strenuous  effort.  And  that  effort  was  put 
forth.  The  great  man,  with  his  noble  heart  and 
gigantic  intellect,  toUed  on,  hoping  against  hope,  and 
trusting  with  the  fondness  of  affection  to  the  action 
of  a  council  that  was  forever  humbling  his  idolatrous 
I'cspeet  for  it  by  showing  itself  but  a  prostrate  Da- 
gon.  Efforts  that  would  have  crushed  others  in 
weeks,  were  by  him  continued  without  intermission 
for  years.  It  was  with  feelings  that  none  can  envy, 
that  he  at  last  withdrew  from  a  scene  that,  at  once, 
had  witnessed  his  glory  and  humiliation.  The  dreams 
of  early  years  were  dashed  to  the  earth.  His  enemy, 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  was  triumphant.  The  coun- 
cil, which  he  had  at  firet  idolized,  dared  not  touch 
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the  powerful  criminal.  The  University  of  Paris  was 
uo  longer  his  home.  The  murderer  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  ruled,  there  still ;  and  the  broken-hearted 
esUe  found  the  only  repose— the  only  real  peace  he 
was  again  to  enjoy  on  earth— in  the  humble  monas- 
tery of  a  distant  city.  There,  at  Lyons,  we  see  that 
intellect,  which  found  not  its  peer  in  the  assembled 
representatives  of  the  Christian  world,  engaged  in 
the  instruction  of  little  children,  and  teaching  them — 
in  a  humility  which  had  been  taught  by  advereity — 
as  they  should  pass  the  spot  where  his  ashes  would 
soon  rest,  to  "  pray  for  poor  John  Gerson ! " 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

THE  COUNCIL  AND  THE  BOHEMIANS.— JEROME  RECAKTS. 
IiipaiBsioNa  MiDB  bt  the  Exbcdtion  qy  Hdss.  —  Tinvnsax.  ~  Skemon  of  thb 

MOHK  OF  MilBNCE.  —  1x3    SBTBHirT.  —  SlUILAB  SbKMONS.  —  IhIEEBMOE.  —  ThK 

Council  Cosdbhns  Itself,  ^  Death  of  Hnas  Known  at  PaiODE.  —  Constkkna- 
iiON. —Veneration  fob  the  UuaoHr  of  Unss.  —  Unaniwitt  of  Feelikg.— 
Voice  of  the  UNivEESiir.-JBttOHB  Visited  by  a  Deputation  of  tbe  Coukcil. 
Otheh  Matters.  — SiQishdnd  Zealous  foh  tub  Cokdehbation  of  PeTifs  Prof- 
osiiioNS.  —  His  Mission  to  Spain.  —  Obstinaoi  of  Benedict.  —  Sioismund  Phs- 
PARESFoaHisJoDaNET.  — Decree  OF  ihb  Codkoil.  —  SiOibmond'b  Depaeture. 

—  CONFBBBSCB  WITH  BENEDICT.  —  Thb  CouNCIL  IN  SiGISMUND'S  ABSENCE.  — SLOW 
FeOGKEBS.  —  DiSPDTBS,    GAMES,    AMD    VIOLENCE.  —  MaNT     LeATE    ConSTAMCE. — 

Qbhson's  Sbbhon.  — The  Council's  Lettee  to  Bohemia.  — Its  TnEBiTS.— 
Provocation.  —  Eioitembnt  at  Pkague.  — Jeromb's  Severe  Imtoisosment.  ^ 
Feesomption  OF  His  Heboish.- His  Reoantatiob  Esplained.  — Qualified  Sub- 
mission to  the  Council.  —  Chsatispaotory.  — Nisetbenth  Sbssioh.  —  Jerome's 
Second  Form  oi  Submission.  —  His  Speech,  Espiahatobi  and  Inteoductobt. — 
How  Fab  Sincere. 

Aug.  1,  1415  — Sept.  23,  1415. 

The  execution  of  Huas,  as  the  intelligence  of  it 
went  abroad,  was  variously  received.  To  some  it 
afforded  occasion  for  exultation ;  in  the  minds  of 
others  it  excited  only  grief  and  indignation.  The 
enemies  of  the  reformer  gained  nothing  by  it.  The 
council  had  only  aggravated  its  own  infamy  by  the 
cruel  deed.  Sigismund  had  forever  alienated  from 
himself  the  sympathies  of  the  Bohemians,  by  the 
complacency  with  which  he  had  tolerated  the  viola- 
tion of  his  safe-conduct.  The  instigatora  of  the  pros- 
ecution had  covered  their  own  memory  with  an  odi- 
um which  would  follow  them  to  their  j 
(115) 
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There  were  some,  undoubtedly,  wlio  exulted  in 
the  fate  of  a  man  charged  with  heresy, — one  whose 
name  had  been  so  long  coupled  with  that  of  Wick- 
liffe,  or  who  had  been  recognized  by  them  only  as 
a  dangerous  innovator.  But  there  were  not  want- 
ing those,  even  at  Constance,  who  regarded  the  pi'o- 
ceedinge  of  the  council,  in  the  case  of  Huss,  with  in- 
dignation and  abhoiTence.  The  doctrines  for  which 
he  was  willing  to  die  assumed  a  new  importance.  The 
persecuting  bigotry  of  the  council,  in  their  method 
of  dealing  with  him, — the  outrage  committed,  ia  his 
imprisonment,  trial,  and  execution,  upon  all  the  forms 
of  justice, — combined,  with  the  notoiious  corruption 
of  the  council  itself,  to  tear  from  the  eyes  of  men 
the  veil  of  its  false  assumptiona.  Any  public  mani- 
festations of  the  feelings  which  had  thus  been  excited 
would  have  been  hazardous  in  the  extreme,  and  yet 
their  expression  could  not  be  entirely  suppressed.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  conceive  anything  more 
bitterly  severe  than  the  method  which  was  taken  to 
set  forth  the  contempt  which  the  council  had  invited 
upon  itself  On  the  day  after  the  execution  of  Huss, 
the  following  writing  was  found  affixed  to  the  doors 
of  all  the  churches  in  the  city.  "  The  Holy  Ghost, 
to  the  believers  in  Constance,  greeting: — Pay  atten- 
tion to  your  own  business.  As  to  us,  being  occupied 
elsewhere,  we  cannot  remain  any  longer  in  the  midst 
of  you.     Adieu."  ^ 

None  would  dare  to  avow  the  authorship,  and  few 
perhaps  would  approve  the  spirit  of  this  pasquinade. 
Yet  many  were  dissatisfied  and  disgusted  with  the 

'  L'Enfant     Van  der  Hardt 
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pi'oceedings  of  the  council.  It  was  not  many  months 
after  the  death  of  Huss,  that  an  Augustinian  monk, 
of  Mayence,  preached  before  it  a  sermon,  the  severe 
rebukes  of  which  were  ternble  truths  or  atrocious 
libels.  "  It  is  related,"  said  he,  "  of  Socrates,  that 
he  once  laughed  at  seeing  great  robbers  drag  little 
ones  to  the  gibbet ;  more  reason  would  he  have  to 
laugh  if  he  were  here  now  at  this  council  of  Con- 
stance, where  we  see  great  rogues,  that  is,  Simonists, 
suspend  little  ones."  ^  In  truth,  one  only  needs  to 
note  the  measures  of  the  council  ia  connection  with 
the  sermons  preached  before  it,  to  be  convinced  that, 
so  far  as  morality  and  religion  were  concerned,  the 
whole  business  of  the  assembly  was  a  pompous  farce. 
But  for  the  blood  and  crime  accumulated  upon  the 
hands  of  the  actors,  the  council  would  have  seemed 
but  a  theatre,  on  which,  before  the  eyes  of  Europe 
and  to  the  scandal  ChiTstendom,  was  played  out,  in 
the  name  of  religion,  a  grand  "  comedy  of  errors." 
Scarce  a  sermon  was  pi'eached,  for  months  after  the 
esecution  of  Huss,  which  was  not  its  virtual  con- 
demnation. The  most  fi'ightful  pictures  of  the  prev- 
alent immorality  and  corruption  of  the  clergy  were 
successively  presented  to  view,  and  presented  by  men 
who  were  eye-witnesses  of  what  they  described,  and 
looked  the  conncil  in  the  face  while  they  exhibited 
the  memorials  of  its  disgi-ace,  A  Carmelite  doctor 
from  Montpelier  preached,  a  few  weeks  after  the 
martyrdom  of  Huss,  a  discourse  on  the  necessity  of 
a  reformation  of  the  church.  He  demanded  that 
most  prompt  and  effectual  measures  should  be 
'  L'Enfent 
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adopted  !jy  the  council  to  correct  the  prevalent 
abuses, — "  the  insatiable  avarice,  the  indomitable  am- 
bition, the  gross  ignorance,  the  shameful  indoleuce, 
and  execrable  impurity  of  the  ecclesiastics.^  Still, 
a  few  weeks  later,  another  preacher  before  the  coun- 
cil expatiates  on  the  same  theme.  After  depicting 
the  wretched  condition  of  the  church,  he  traces  it  to 
its  causes, — "  in  the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  the  eccle- 
siastics, their  haughtiness  and  pride."  "Who,"  he 
asks,  " are  those  that  most  oppose  reform?  Secular 
princes  ?  No !  far  from  it.  They  are  the  eccle- 
siastics, who  tear  the  robe  of  Christ  in  pieces,  and 
whom  we  may  compare  to  famished  wolves,  who 
come  into  the  fold  in  sheep's  clothing,  and  who,  un- 
der the  habits  of  religion,  conceal  hearts  impious 
and  heinous  with  enormity."* 

Still  later  (October  25)  the  Bishop  of  Lodi,  who 
had  urged  the  council  to  severity  against  Huss  at 
the  session  in  which  his  sentence  was  pronounced, 
preached  a  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  Landolph 
Maramour,  Cardinal  de  Bar!.  He  says  not  a  word 
of  the  dead,  but  takes  for  his  subject  of  discourse 
the  vices  of  the  ecclesiastics,  and  the  necessity  of 
refoi'm.  The  council  might  well  blush  at  such  re- 
proof, if  any  sense  of  shame  was  left  it.  "  Instead  of 
being,"  says  the  bishop,  "  an  example  to  the  people, 
it  is  they,  (the  people,)  perhaps,  that  will  need  to 
teach  us  how  to  live.  Do  we  not  see  in  the  laity 
more  gravity,  decorum,  exemplariness  in  morals  and 
conduct,  more  respect  and  devotion  in  church,  than 
in  the  ecclesiastics  themselves  ?    Are  we  to  be  sur- 
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prised  that  secular  princes  despoil,  persecute,  and 
scorn  us,  making  of  us  a  public,  mockery  ?  This  is  a 
just  judgment  of  God,  who  will  not  allow  this  perse- 
cution to  cease  until  we  remove  its  cause  by  a  change 
in  our  lives."  He  represents  the  clergy  as  so  plunged 
into  excess  of  luxury  and  brutal  indulgence,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  Diogenes,  seeking  a  man  among  them, 
would  only  find  beasts  and  ewine.^ 

As  if  the  subject  was  too  large  to  be  exhausted, 
we  find  an  English  preacher,  the  following  week, 
proceeding  in  the  sarae  strain  in  a  sermon  before  the 
council.  With  his  English  aversion  to  the  mendi- 
cants, he  empties  out  upon  them  the  vials  of  his 
wrath,  and  then  proceeds  to  administer  his  rebuke 
to  the  bishops  and  doctors,  who  neglect  sciipture, 
theology,  and  morals,  for  the  contentious  and  lucra- 
tive study  of  the  canon  law.  He  depicts  the  ig- 
norant and  sensual  ecclesiastics,  who  leave  their 
charges  and  churches,  and  go  to  the  great  cities  to 
live  in  wantonness  and  splendor.  He  applies  to  them, 
on  the  part  of  the  church,  the  language  of  scripture  : 
" '  My  husband  is  not  at  home  ;  he  has  gone  a  long 
journey:  he  has  taken  with  him  a  bag  of  silver,  and 
will  not  return  until  the  full  moon ' — that  is,"  saya 
the  preacher,  "  until  autumn,  when  he  shall  find  the 
granaries  and  cellare  full,  and  with  his  full  purse  may 
return  to  buy  many  rich  benefices."  ^ 

It  would  be  tedious  even  to  sketch  the  successive 
discourses,  which  turned  almost  uniformly  upon  this 
theme.  Nothing  could  have  justified  them,  nothing 
could  have  secured  them  a  hearing  in  the  council, 

■L'Enfent,  839.  'lb.  310. 
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but  the  notonous  and  undeniable  truth  which  they 
contained.  The  facts  upon  which  they  were  based 
were  too  patent  to  be  denied. 

The  deliberations  of  the  council  in  its  assemblies, 
moreover,  were  often  characterized  by  a  confusion 
approaching  to  mob  violence.  Repeatedly  the  at- 
tempt to  read  a  statement  or  a  protest  would  be  clam- 
ored down.  Cnmination  and  recrimination  were 
rife,  and  Gersoo  had  reason  for  saying  that  he  would 
sooner  have  Jews  and  pagans  for  his  judges,  than  the 
deputies  of  the  council.  Thus  all  the  language  which 
Huss  had  used  at  Prague,  in  reference  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  church,  was  more  than  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  his  countrymen.  The  council  itself  had  ex- 
hibited the  proof  that  the  charges  brought  against  it 
were  true.  It  had  refuted,  beforehand,  those  who 
would  have  been  its  apologists.  It  had  deposed  the 
pontiff  by  whom  Husa  had  been  excommunicated. 
The  mutual  recriminations  of  its  members  had  ex- 
ceeded in  severity  the  calmer  and  more  moderate 
statements  of  Huss. 

It  was  inevitable  that,  as  the  intelligence  of  the 
execution  of  their  countryman  reached  the  citizens 
of  Prague,  it  should  at  once  be  coupled  in  their 
minds  with  the  confessed  character  of  a  large  portion 
of  his  judges.  The  known  purity  of  Huss,  the  noto- 
rious corruption  of  the  council — the  constant  appeal 
of  one  to  the  authority  of  scripture,  the  tyrannic  de- 
mand of  the  other  for  a  blind  submission  in  which 
perjury  was  implied — ^presented  contrasts  too  obvious 
to  allow  hesitation  as  to  which  party  should  receive 
their  sympathies.    The  whole  city  was  in  commotion. 
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Grief,  indignation,  and  resentment  pervaded  the  com- 
munity. The  exasperated  multitude  flocked,  as  by 
one  common  impulse,  to  the  Bethlehem  chapel.  It 
was  the  place  hallowed  to  them  now  by  every  mem- 
ory of  him  whose  words  still  seemed  to  echo  along 
its  walls.  All  classes  alike  felt  the  enthusiastic  im- 
pulse to  demand  revenge.  The  dictates  of  prudence 
conld  scarce  restrain  them  from  an  instantaneous  its- 
ing.  The  torch  of  the  executioner  at  Constance  had 
set  the  nation  on  fire. 

The  ashes  of  Huss  had  been  carefully  gathered  up 
and  thrown  into  the  Ehine.  The  council  had  rightly 
suspected  that  his  disciples  might  seize  upon  them, 
if  the  occasion  was  offered,  to  bear  them  off  as  treas- 
ured reHcs.  But  the  ingenuity  of  their  malice  went 
further.  As  a  last  insult  to  the  memory  of  the  mar- 
tyr, a  dead  mule  was  buried  on  the  spot  where  he 
was  burned.  "It  was,"  says  a  Protestant  author, 
"  that  the  stench  proceeding  from  the  body  might 
lead  the  people  to  imagine  that  it  came  from  the 
heretic." 

But  all  this  was  of  no  avail.  The  earth  itself, 
about  the  funeral  pile, — ^in  place  of  the  martyr's 
ashes,— was  taken  up,  and  carried  into  Bohemia.^ 
Huss  was  honored  as  the  apostle  and  the  martyr 
of  the  nation.  The  cruelty  and  faithlessness  of  the 
council  were  denounced  in  no  measured  terms.  Nor 
was  it  merely  a  blind  and  misjudging  crowd  that 
paid  this  homage.  The  barons  and  nobles  of  the 
kingdom  met  together,  and,  with  hand  on  sword, 
swore  to  avenge  what  they  regarded  at  once  as  an 

'  Maeaa  SjItIus'  His.  Boh.,  cxxxtI. 
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outrage  upon  innocence,  and  a  national  insult.  The 
University  of  Prague  sympathized  strongly  in  the 
popular  feeling.  The  presence  at  Constance  of  those 
membei-s  of  it  who  were  hostile  to  Huss,  relieved  it 
of  the  opposition  which  might,  perhaps,  have  sought 
to  silence  its  voice,  or  stay  or  modify  its  decision. 
Prague  was  no  place  for  them  now.  Their  partici- 
pation in  the  measures  that  led  to  the  fatal  deed, 
would  have  concentrated  upon  them  the  national  ven- 
geance. The  doctors  of  the  university  indignantly 
appealed,  and  with  a  unanimity  that  awed  all  dis- 
sent,—even  if  there  was  any,- — to  the  whole  of 
Europe,  against  the  sentence  of  the  council,  and  the 
reproaches  that  had  been  directed  against  them- 
selves. "  In  the  midst  of  our  innumerable  and  poign- 
ant subjects  of  grief,"  said  they,  "we  consider  it  an 
imperious  necessity  to  defend  the  insulted  reputation 
of  our  university,  hitherto  always  esteemed  so  pure, 
against  the  attacks  of  blasphemers.  To  all  the 
other  motives  which  induce  us  to  adopt  this  course, 
is  added  the  remembrance  of  the  honor  and  the 
virtue  of  that  man  who  is  now  lost  to  us  forever.  .  .  . 
We  desire  to  do  this,  that  the  great  I'enown  of  one 
of  our  own  children,  John  of  Hussinitz,  surnamed 
Huss,  should  not  fade  away,  but  shine  forth  more  and 
more  in  the  eyes  of  the  universe.  .  ,  .  We  desire  the 
more  ardently  that  our  words  may  be  heard  by  all 
believers,  because  the  presence  of  so  great  a  man 
among  us  has  produced  so  much  good,  before  God 
and  before  man.  .  .  .  For  his  life  glided  on  before 
our  eyes,  from  his  very  infancy,  and  was  so  holy  and 
pure,  that  no  man  could  show  him  to  be  guilty  of  a 
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single  fault.  O  man,  truly  pious,  truly  humble  1 
thou  who  wast  conspicuous  with  the  lustre  of  such 
great  virtue — who  wast  accustomed  to  despise  riches, 
and  to  succor  the  poor,  even  to  experiencing  want 
thyself — whose  place  was  by  the  bedside  of  the  un- 
fortunate— who  invitedst,  by  thy  teare,  the  most 
hardened  hearts  to  I'epentance,  and  soothedst  rebel- 
lious spirits  by  the  inexhaustible  mildness  of  the 
word  !  thine  it  was  to  root  out  from  every  heart,  and 
particularly  from  that  of  a  clergy,  rich,  covetous, 
and  haughty,  their  manifold  vices,  by  applying  to 
them  the  ancient  remedy  of  the  scnptures,  which 
appeared  as  new  doctrines  in  thy  mouth ; — thou,  in 
fine,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  apostles,  re- 
storedst  the  morals  of  the  primitive  church,  in  the 
clergy  and  the  people !  .  .  .  Ah !  beyond  a  doubt, 
nature  had  loaded  this  man  with  all  her  gifts,  and 
the  divine  grace  was  so  abundantly  shed  around 
him,  that  not  only  was  he  virtuous,  but  it  may  even 
be  permitted  to  assert,  that  he  was  virtue  itself ! 
But  why  employ  words  when  acts  speak  ?  A  fright- 
ful death,  inflicted  by  his  enemies,  and  supported 
with  such  wondeiful  patience,  proves  that  he  placed 
his  trust  on  a  heavenly  foundation.  ...  It  is,  in  fact, 
a  divine  thing- — it  is  the  effect  of  a  courage  inspired 
by  God  alone,  to  endure  so  many  outrages,  so  many 
tortures,  and  so  much  infamy  for  the  divine  truth,  to 
receive  all  these  insults,  with  a  visage  calm  and  se- 
rene, to  shine  forth  by  the  greatest  piety,  in  the  face 
of  tyrants,  and  thus  to  terminate  an  irreproachable 
life  by  the  most  bitter  death."  ^ 

MoQ,  Eus.,  I  62, 
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Language  like  this  from  the  university  of  which 
Huas  had  once  been  rector,  and  whose  members 
could  claim  with  him  an  intimate  acquaintanceship 
of  years,  is  significant.  Its  testimony  to  his  ability, 
purity,  and  worth  is  above  impeachment. 

The  council  seem  to  have  imagined  that,  with  the 
terrible  example  of  Huss  before  him,  his  friend  and 
a^ociate,  Jerome,  could  be  more  easily  brought  to 
retract.  It  was  on  the  nineteenth  of  July,^  nearly 
two  weeks  after  the  execution  of  Huss,  and  two 
months  after  his  own  examination  at  the  time  of  his 
capture,  that  he  was  again — after  having  been  vis- 
ited in  his  prison  by  the  commission — brought  before 
the  council.  These  two  months  had  been  to  hini  a 
period  of  suffering  and  hardship.  The  severity  of  his 
imprisonment  had  affected  his  health,  and  he  fell 
dangerously  ill.*  To  his  boddy  sufferings  was  added, 
also,  a  more  oppressive  mental  anxiety.  The  fate 
of  Huss  must  have  been  felt  as  a  terrible  blow.  We 
have  scant  record  of  the  prison  examination,  or  of 
his  appearance  before  the  council*  A  manuscript 
history  states,  that  among  the  questions  put  him 
were  those  on  the  real  presence,  and  on  the.  Realist 
doctrine  of  universals.  On  these  points  his  views 
agreed  with  those  of  Huss.  After  this  public  ex- 
amination, Jerome  was  left  to  the  sadness  of  his 
prison  meditations.  The  council  hoped  that  the 
execution  of  Huss  would  have  a  salutary  and  molli- 
fying influence  upon  the  mind  of  his  disciple.  They 
had,  moreover,  other  matters  of  importance  upon 
their  hands,  and  could  well  afford   their  prisoner 

'  Fleury,  xivi,  1*6.        '  L'Enfant,  181.        '  lb.  302, 
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leisure  for  I'eflection.  One  victim  at  least  sufficed 
for  the  present ;  and  the  issue  of  their  policy  in  the 
case  of  Huss-^it  was  soon  to  be  found — was  not  such 
as  to  invite  them  to  repeat  the  experiment.  The 
argumeut  of  flre  had  inflamed  rather  than  terrified 
those  to  whom  it  had  been  addressed.  Jacobel  per- 
sisted in  his  reform,  which  the  council  had  pronounc- 
ed an  heretical  innovation.  The  minds  of  the  Bo- 
hemians were  in  no  mood  to  relish  further  the  logic 
of  the  stake,  and  the  empei-or  also  was  now  about  to 
set  out  upon  his  expedition  to  Spain  to  confer  with 
Peter  de  Luna,  (Benedict  XIII.,)  and  the  king  of 
Aragon,  by  whom  he  was  supported,  so  that  the 
council  might  well  feel  it  necessary  to  proceed  with 
extreme  caution. 

With  all  the  weight  and  authority  of  his  influence, 
Sigismund  had  urged  the  condemnation  of  the  prop- 
ositions of  John  Petit,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  he  would  not  set  out  upon  his  journey 
until  that  condemnation  was  pronounced.  Perhaps 
he  felt  that  his  own  life  was  in  danger  from  the 
Duke  of  Austria.  One  of  the  ostensible  reasons  of 
his  leaving  Constance  during  the  few  days  preceding 
the  final  hearing  of  Huss,  was  his  dissatisfaction  with 
the  council  in  the  slackness  with  which  they  prose- 
cuted the  subject.  He  was  reported  to  have  said 
that  he  would  not  return  to  the  city  until  steps  had 
been  taken  toward  the  result  which  he  desired.  The 
council  therefore  saw  fit  to  condemn  a  proposition 
represented  as  that  of  Petit,  and  in  doing  so — by  this 
temporary  and  unwilling  compromise  of  hostile  par- 
ties— made  the  emperor  ite  dupe.     Sigiemund  seems 
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to  have  regarded,  the  measure,  as  Gersoa  wished  to 
have  it  considered, — the  necessary  initiative  to  further 
process  against  the  defenders  and  promoters  of  Petit's 
views ;  and,  contenting  himself  as  well  as  he  could 
with  the  progress  already  made,  commenced  prepara- 
tions for  h.]s  journey. 

The  proposed  conference  waa  to  have  taken  place 
before  the  emperor  actually  set  out,  bat  he  wrote 
for,  and  obtained,  the  privilege  of  a  month's  delay. 
Great  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  council  in  regai'd  to 
the  result  of  his  enterprise.  Another  pope  could  not 
well  be  elected  while  Benedict  XIII.,  with  the  ad- 
herence of  Spain  and  Scotland,  stood  in  the  way.  It 
was  especially  important  that  the  king  of  Aragon 
should  be  withdrawn  from  his  allegiance ;  and  the 
presence  and  influence  of  the  emperor,  it  was  hoped, 
would  most  effectually  promote  this  desired  result. 
The  greater  portion  of  Spain— Aragon,  Castile,  and 
Navarre — the  counties  of  Foix  and  Arraagnac,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  still  acknowledged  the 
jui'isdiction  of  Benedict.  Everything  that  could 
possibly  be  done  to  withdraw  these  from  his  allegi- 
ance must  be  attempted.  It  was — so  it  seemed — the 
only  course  to  be  adopted.  And  yet  by  some  it  was 
fondly  hoped  that  Benedict  would  consent  to  a  vol- 
untary abdication.  They  little  undei'stood  the  spirit 
of  the  man.  In  his  feeble  and  attenuated  frame 
glowed  a  spirit  that  aspired  to  rival  a  Gregory  VII. 
or  an  Innocent  III.  It  was  no  Gregory  XII.  with 
whom  the  council  had  now  to  deal.  Benedict  saw 
himself  the  sole  claimant  of  the  tiara.  He  evidently 
hoped,  to  the  last,  that  such  he  might  be  suffered  to 
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remain.  His  oM  secretary,  Clemengis,  had  wntten' 
— of  his  own  accord,  accoi'ding  his  statement, — yet 
perhaps  not  without  some  argency  of  Benedict — to 
the  council,  remonstrating  with  them  against  their 
decision  that  neither  of  the  contestants  for  the  tiara 
should  be  a  candidate  for  their  election.  What 
might  his  influence  be  with  his  old  friends,  Gerson 
and  D'Ailly  ?  To  what  terms  might  not  the  council 
be  brought  by  the  untiring  perseverance  of  Benedict  ? 
The  last  was  at  least  resolved  that  his  dignity  should 
not  be  lost  without  a  struggle.  We  shall  see  with 
what  result  he  defied  the  council  and  the  emperor. 

In  the  sixteenth  s^sion,  Sigismund  announced,  in 
a  formal  manner,  his  intended  departure.^  The 
council  named  to  accompany  him,  and  to  assist  him 
with  their  counsels,  fourteen  deputies,  of  whom  four 
were  bishops,  and  ten  doctors,  selected  from  the 
several  nations.  The  cai'dinals  bore  it  ill  that  none 
of  their  number  were  appointed.  But  the  council 
was  too  suspicious  and  distrustful  of  them,  to  accept 
their  nominations.  The  deputies  were  authorized  to 
act  as  plenipotentiaries  with  the  emperor  for  the 
transaction  of  everything  that  should  be  found 
necessary  to  secure  the  abdication  of  Benedict. 

The  seventeenth  session  (July  15)  was  devoted 
to  measures  preparatory  to  the  emperor's  journey. 
After  mass  and  sermon,  Sigismund,  laying  off  his  im- 
perial robes  and  crown,  knelt  with  bared  head  before 
the  altar,  to  receive  the  benediction  of  the  council. 
With  a  cardinal  upon  either  side  of  him,  he  awaited 
the  close  of  prayers  adapted  to  the  occasion,  when 

*  See  the  letter  in  the  works  of  ClemengiB.        '  L'Enfant,  29B. 
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the  presiding  officer  gave  him  the  benediction,  while 
the  words  were  chanted — "  Lord,  preserve  the  king."  * 

Among  the  decrees  then  read  was  one  which  the 
Jesuit,  Maimbourg,  does  not  regard  as  infallible. 
He  considers  it  an  arrogant  assumption  over  the  tem- 
poral power  of  kings  and  princes.  But  the  council 
did  not  deem  it  unnecessary ;  and  rumors  of  previous 
attempts  on  the  emperor's  life,  and  his  own  sensitive- 
ness to  Petit's  doctiine,  effectually  preserved  him  from 
any  remonstrance.*  The  decree  was  to  the  effect  that 
"  The  sacred  council  threatens  with  excommunication, 
and  with  the  deprivation  ipso  facto  of  their  digni- 
ties, whether  secular  or  ecclesiastical,  whomsoever — 
whether  king  or  prince,  bishop  or  cardinal — ^who 
shall  in  any  manner  impede  the  journey  of  the  em- 
peror or  his  suite."  "  These  certainly,  on  the  part  of 
the  council,  were  lofty  pretensions.  Had  their  object 
been  other  than  the  emperor's  security,  they  would 
scarcely  have  passed  unquestioned.  Sigismund's  anx- 
iety for  his  own  life  led  him  to  pawn  the  prerogative 
of  exclusive  secular  dominion  for  the  hope  of  secu- 
rity found  in  the  council's  decree. 

To  add  new  importance  to  the  emperor's  mission, 
a  solemn  mass  and  procession  was  decreed,  every 
Sabbath  during  his  absence,  for  the  fortunate  issue 
of  his  journey.  A  hundred  days'  indulgence  was 
granted  to  all  who  should  assist  at  these  devotions, 
as  well  as  to  the  officiating  priests.  A  forty  days'  in- 
dulgence was  extended  to  such  as  should  substitute 
an  Ave  MaHa,  or  Pater  Noster,  instead.* 

The  emperor  hastened  to  the  place   of  meeting. 

'  Flenry,  xxvl  142.  '  I'Entant,  SOO. 

'  lb.  144.  *  Flenry,  sxvi.  144. 


dbyGoogle 


CttlV.]  CONFEEENCE    WITH   BEHEDICT.  129 

This  had  been  changed  from  Nice,  the  city  first  des- 
ignated, to  Narbonne,  as  nearer  to  Perpignan,  the 
residence  of  Benedict.  But  neither  the  king  of  Ara- 
gon  nor  Benedict  was  there.  The  first  was  danger- 
ously ill,  the  last  hesitated  and  delayed  to  come. 
At  last  he  appeared,  as  if  for  armed  conference, 
with  soldiers  and  armed  cavalry.  But  his  real 
strength  was  in  his  own  resolute  and  unbending  will. 
The  fire  of  ambition  glowed  like  a  volcano  in  the  old 
man's  heart,  and  he  met  the  emperor  in  no  cringing 
or  fawning  manner.  He  was  resolved  to  fall — if  fall 
he  must — a  pope  to  the  last.  He  had  kept  the  fij'st 
appointment  of  the  conference  for  June,  and  when 
the  emperor  did  not  appear,  had  the  insolent  assur- 
ance to  accuse  him  of  contumacy,  and  issued  a  pro- 
clamation publishing  the  fact  that  he  had  not  kept 
his  appointment.*  When  Sigismund  reached  Perpig- 
nan, Benedict  was  absent  at  Valentia.  To  the  em- 
peror's notification  and  I'equest  to  meet  him,  he  re- 
plied by  demanding  a  safe-conduct  which  should  be 
granted  to  him  as  supreme  pontiff.  The  emperor 
escaped  the  dilemma  which  would  force  him  to  a  fatal 
acknowledgment,  by  replying  that  on  the  territory 
of  a  foreign  ruler  it  was  not  for  him  to  grant  a  safe- 
conduct.  Nor  did  he  hesitate  to  say  that  he  alto- 
gether ignored  the  claims  of  Benedict.  He  might 
come  as  cardinal,  but  could  not  be  received  or  recog- 
nized as  pope.  Benedict  scorned  the  offer  as  an  insult. 
He  replied  by  demanding,  as  the  conditions  of  his 
renunciation  of  the  papacy,  the  assembling  of  a  coun- 
cil in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  his  jurisdiction, 

'  L'Enfant,  82S. 
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in  winch  his  claims  should  be  eonflrmed ;  after  which, 
he  should  remain  perpetual  legate  a  latere,  with  fall 
temporal  and  spiritual  power  throughout  his  whole 
obedience — saving  only  the  name  of  pope,  which 
should  be  given  up.  The  emperor  refused  the  con- 
ditions, and  summoned  Benedict  to  appear  at  Per- 
pignan.  He  came  at  last,  but  not  to  suiTender  his 
claims.^  The  emperor  was  soon  to  find  that  he  dealt 
with  a  wily  foe. 

The  council  made  but  slow  progress  during  Sigis- 
mund's  absence.  Some  of  its  members  were  well 
content  that  this  should  be  the  case.  Many  showed 
a  strong  disposition  to  leave  the  city,  either  willing 
that  the  council  should  be  broken  up,  or  dissatisfied 
with  the  little  progress  made,  and  disgusted  with  its 
proceedings.  Surely  they  might  imagine  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  had  taken  his  departure,  if  indeed  he 
had  ever  been  present.  Never  did  any  city  present 
a  more  vivid  picture  of  Vanity  Fair  than  Constance 
had  presented,  up  to  the  time  of  the  emperor's  depar- 
ture. It  was  Europe  in  miniature.  It  was  the  com- 
pendium of  its  splendor  and  its  vice.  It  was  the 
focus  of  ecclesiastical  and  princely  intrigue.  Each 
nation,  each  ruler,  had  diplomatists  there  to  look  after 
their  interests.  A  very  small  fraction  of  the  council 
had  any  concern  to  secure  more  than  an  individual 
and  personal  advantage.  The  knights  and  nobles 
had  their  sports  and  tourneys.  Cardinals,  bishops, 
and  doctors  tilted  with  the  weapons  of  logic  and 
sophistry,  and,  if  more  deeply  in  earnest,  played  a 
more  hazardous  game. 

'  L'Enfant,  SD4. 
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Acts  of  violence  in  the  streets  and  neigtiborbooiis 
of  the  city  wei'e  not  infrequent.  It  was  difficult  to 
control  the  immense  multitude,  made  up  of  all  classes 
and  characters,  and  impelled  by  so  many  diverse  and 
conflicting  interests,  with  which  the  city  was  filled. 
Pillage  and  assassination  were  of  frequent  occurrence, 
not  only  without,  but  even  within  the  walls.'  The 
princes  did  not  hesitate  to  use  their  authority  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  liberty  of  the  council.  Many  were 
forced,  by  fear,  to  vote  against  their  conscientious 
convictions.  The  council  was  under  the  necessity  of 
passing  a  decree  for  the  protection  of  its  members, 
in  coming  to  and  going  from  it,  in  which  they  threat- 
ened with  severest  penalties  all  persons — emperor, 
pope,  kingSj.pi'inces,  ecclesiastics,  seculars— who  should 
make  any  attempt  on  the  life,  person,  or  property  of 
any  connected  with  the  body.  The  disposition  to 
leave  the  city  had  become  so  manifest,  and  threat- 
ened such  dangerous  consequences,  that,  in  the  session 
held  previous  to  the  emperor's  departure  for  Spain, 
the  council  appointed  a  commission  to  look  after  the 
absentees,  and,  under  threat  of  the  severest  penalties, 
bring  them  back  or  keep  them  at  their  posts.  Some, 
doubtless,  were  led  to  believe  that  the  emperor's  de- 
parture would  be  the  signal  for  a  general  dispersion, 
In  fact,  bat  little  was  expected  of,  and  little  accom- 
plished hy^  the  council  in  his  absence.  The  time  was 
mostly  spent  in  fruitless  and  angry  discussions. 

Gerson  preached  a  sermon  before  the  counciJ,  at  or 
about  the  time  of  the  emperor's  departure,^  in  which 
he  endeavored  to  bring  the  action  already  taken  by 
*L'Bnfent>2B9.       'lb.  SOS,    Fleuiy,  jxrt  146.    Ger.  op. ii.  2Ta 
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the  council  to  bear  upon  the  ca^e  of  John  Petit. 
Assuming  "that  a  general  council  holds  its  authority 
immediately  from  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  every  man, 
even  the  pope,  is  bound  to  obey  such  a  council  in  all 
matters  of  faith,  extirpation  of  schism,  and  reform- 
ation of  the  church,  in  head  and  membei"s,"  he  pro- 
ceeds to  lay  down  the  rules  of  procedure  by  which 
it  should  be  guided.  He  maintains  that^  the  authoi^ 
ity  of  the  council  being  supreme,  it  should  shrink 
from  the  examination  of  no  error,  by  whomsoever 
held  or  defended.  "The  general  council  may,  and 
should  judge,  in  cases  of  heresy,  all  classes  of  peraons, 
however  high  in  position,  without  fear,  favor,  or  ac- 
ceptance of  person."  "  It  must  condemn  all  errone- 
ous or  heretical  propositions,  even  though  it  finds 
itself  thereby  necessitated  to  proceed  against  such  as 
assert  them."  Gereon  then  lays  down  other  rules, 
certainly  not  above  criticism, — as  that  many  propo- 
sitions with  their  authors  may  be  condemned,  al- 
though, by  the  rules  of  grammai"  or  logic,  or  by  some 
gloss,  they  admit  of  being  understood  in  a  good 
sense ;  that  propositions  may  and  ought  to  be  con- 
demned, which  cannot  be  disproved  by  scripture, 
without  calling  in  the  exposition  of  the  doctors  and 
the  usage  of  the  church.  These  positions  were  in- 
deed implied  in  the  action  of  the  council,  with  re- 
spect to  Wickliffe,  Hu^,  and  Jacobel,  and  it  would 
have  been  difficult  for  any  one  to  deny  it.  Gerson 
adroitly  makes  use  of  this  fact,  to  take  away  eveTy 
excuse  for  not  proceeding  further,  even  to  the  con- 
demnation of  Petit's  propositions,  and  to  process 
against  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  himself.     But  the 
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emperor  had  left  the  council.  The  weakness  of  the 
ting  of  F)-anee  was  despised,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  frequent  letters  of  the  emperor  enjoining  action 
in  the  condemnation  of  Petit's  propositions,  little 
progress  could  be  made.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy 
and  bis  partisans  were  too  powerful  to  be  summarily 
dealt  with. 

It  waa  a  few  days  after  Gerson's  sermon,  when  the 
council  at  last  found  leisure  to  give  the  Bohemians 
a  tardy  notice  of  what  they  had  done  with  Huss.^ 
Twenty  days  had  already  elapsed  since  bis  execution. 
The  popular  feeling  in  Prague  was  in  a  state  of  in- 
tense excitement,  and  the  letter  of  the  council  was 
only  calculated  to  increase  it.  It  was  but  attempting 
to  quench  the  flame  by  covering  it  with  new  fuel, 
and  it  blazed  the  more  fiercely.  The  letter  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  bishop,  the  chapter,  the  suffragana,  and 
the  whole  of  the  clergy  of  Prague.  It  begins  with 
a  protestation,  on  the  part  of  the  council,  of  the  evils 
that  bad  sprung  up  from  schism  and  heresy,  to  the 
giievoua  affliction  of  the  church,  and  of  the  profound 
grief  and  ansiety  with  whicb  the  council  were  eon- 
strained  to  regard  them.  It  sets  forth  their  estimate 
of  the  perverse  doctrines  of  "Wickllffe,  to  whom  it 
concedes  the  first  rank  among  pestiferous  heretics, 
and  states  the  sentence  whicb  had  been  passed  in  the 
condemnation  of  his  doctrines,  the  burning  of  bis 
books,  and  the  exhugiation  of  his  bones.  It  then 
proceeds  to  show  bow  his  heresy  had  spread,  infect- 
ing the  minds  of  Hnss,  Jerome,  and  others,  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  the  church,  and  the  destruction  of 
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the  Catholic  faitli.  Impelled  by  the  earnest  desire 
of  I'estoring  peace  and  delivering  Bohemia  from  tlie 
desperate  men  wlio  filled  it  with  their  pestilent  doc- 
trines, the  council  had  yielded  to  the  urgency  of 
persons  of  the  Bohemian  nation,  and  carefully  de- 
liberated on  the  course  to  be  pursued.  The  matter 
was  not  one  of  small  moment.  The  evil  was  like  to 
spread,  not  only  among  the  ignorant,  bnt  the  learned. 
The  council,  therefore,  had  proceeded  to  the  examina- 
tion of  Husa  and  his  writings,  and  employed  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  induce  him  to  recant  his  false 
doctrines.  The  letter  then  states  briefly  the  measures 
that  had  been  taken,  his  examination,  his  public  au- 
dience, the  testimony  against  him,  and  the  charity 
with  which  he  had  been  treated.  But  all  efforts  bad 
proved  vain.  The  benevolence  of  the  council,  which 
sought  not  the  death  of  the  sinner,  but  rather  that 
he  should  turn  and  live,  was  utterly  defeated.  Huss 
was  convicted  of  the  most  manifest  and  intolerable 
heresy,  and,  after  being  condemned  and  degraded, 
had  been  given  over  to  the  secular  arm. 

The  letter  then  urges  upon  the  Bohemian  clergy 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  perfect  the  work  thus 
begun.  It  gives  Wenzel,  the  king,  credit  for  a  deep 
anxiety  to  witness  and  aid  such  a  desirable  work.  It 
praises  the  Bishop  of  Leitomischel  for  his  diligence 
in  defence  of  the  honor  of  the  king  and  kingdom, 
and  the  defence  of  the  Catholic  faith.  It  then  be- 
seeches them,  "  by  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,  to 
silence  all  those  pestiferous  men  who  teach  or  preach 
the  doctrine  of  Wictlifie  and  h^  zealot  Huss,  so  that 
this  most  dangerous  corruption  may  be  extirpated 
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from  the  very  extremities  of  tie  kingdom."  If  any 
should  offer  opposition  to  this  good  work,  they  were 
hereby  denounced  beforehand,  and  threatened  with 
process,  according  to  canonical  sanctions,  so  that  their 
correction  should  serve  as  an  example  to  others.  The 
admonitions  and  directions  of  the  letter  were  en-, 
forced  by  the  terrors  of  the  greater  excommunica- 
tion, the  deprivation  of  benefices,  and  degradation 
from  the  priesthood.^ 

But  all  these  threats  were  of  no  avaiL  An  indig- 
nant and  outraged  people  treated  them  with  con- 
tempt. Jacobel  still  preached  without  molestation. 
The  offended  nobles  and  princes  of  Bohemia  were 
strengthened  in  their  regard  for  the  memory  of  Huss, 
and  in  their  confidence  of  the  soundness  of  his  doc- 
trines, by  the  measures  of  the  council,  rendering 
itself  continually  more  and  more  odious.  Even  the 
king,  steeped  as  he  was  in  the  brutality  of  a  sensual 
nature,  showed  some  signs  of  resentment  at  the 
affront  which  had  been  offered  him  in  the  violation 
of  the  liberty,  and  in  the  execution,  without  his  as- 
sent, of  one  of  his  own  subjects.  Daring  thoughts 
and  bold  designs  grew  up  in  the  minds  of  many  dur- 
ing the  few  weeks  that  followed  the  death  of  Huss.' 
He  was  gone  from  among  them^ — and  was  no  more 
present  to  repress  and  restrain  the  popular  tumult 
by  his  saintly  presence  and  calm  counsels.  The  mul- 
titude were  impelled  by  motives  of  a  more  woi'ldly 
and  personal  character  than  he  would  have  allowed. 

The  importance   attached  to  the  communion   in 
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"botli  kinds — an  outward  visible  symbol  calculated  to 
appeal  to  fanatic  feeling — swelled  the  tide  of  indig- 
nation and  vengeance.  This,  undoubtedly,  Huss 
would  have  sought  to  restrain.  He  would  never 
have  allowed  a  mere  rite  to  engross  to  itself  the 
place  of  a  fundamental  truth,  however  much  he 
might  admit  or  even  urge  its  propriety.  The  princes, 
knights,  and  nobles  of  the  kingdom  were  many  of 
them  rude,  bold  men,  who  little  appreciated  orthodoxy 
of  doctrine,  but  who  did  not  lack  the  sensibility  to 
wrong  and  outrage  which  urged  them  to  resentment. 
They  met  at  once,  and  drew  up  a  letter  of  protest 
and  remonstrance  addressed  to  the  council.  "We  shall 
have  occasion  to  notice  it  more  fully  hereafter. 

The  attention  of  the  council  was  now  directed,  in 
a  somewhat  different  spirit  than  heretofore,  to  the 
case  of  Jerome.  No  efforts  or  persuasions  were 
spared  to  induce  him  to  recant.^  He  had  already 
been  twice  examined,  first  at  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
(May  24th,  1415,)  and  again  briefly  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  July,  when  he  had  been  brought  before 
the  council  assembled  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul. 
For  neai'ly  two  months  more  he  was  left  in  prison. 
His  third  examination  took  place  on  the  eleventh  of 
September.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  most  stren- 
uous exertions  had  been  put  forth  to  induce  him  so 
far  to  submit  that  the  council  might  be  spared  the 
necessity  of  inflicting  capital  sentence.  We  can  well 
believe  that  in  his  circumstances  they  would  be  not 
without  effect.  He  had  for  four  months  been  pining 
in  chains.     The  greatest  harshness  and  severity  had 

'  De  Vrie,  apud  Van  der  Hardt,  i,  170. 
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been  shown  in  his  treatment.  He  had  teen  pros- 
trated by  sickness  in  his  noisome  dungeon,  and  hia 
legs  were  already  afflicted  with  incurable  ulcers. 
Sufferings  so  protracted  may  have  well  depre^ed 
hia  spirit  and  exhausted  his  energy.  In  th^e  cir- 
cumstances, he  was  taken  out  of  prison  and  brought 
before  the  council.  Under  terror  of  being  burned, 
he  was  called  upon  to  abjure  his  errors  and  subscribe 
to  the  justice  of  the  execution  of  Huss, 

Had  one  been  asked  beforehand  in  regard  to  the 
two  men,  Huss  and  Jerome,  which  waa  most  like  to 
meet  the  ordeal  unmoved,  hia  answer  probably  would 
have  been — Jerome,  Nature  seems  to  have  endowed 
him  with  an  eminently  fearless  spirit,  a  resolute 
energy,  a  noble  generosity  of  soul,  and  a  chivalrous 
oblivion  of  self,  which  his  religious  views  had  nurtur- 
ed rather  than  repressed.  He  seemed  born  to  be  a 
hero.  Had  it  been  hia  destiny  to  have  led  armies  to 
the  field,  he  wonld  have  been  found  sharing  every 
danger,  nor  shiinking  from  the  hai'dships  of  the 
meanest  soldier.  In  days  like  those  of  English  ship- 
money,  he  would  have  been  seen  breasting  the 
storm,  the  foremost  man  of  all  to  expose  himself  for 
othei's — a  Hampden  or  a  Cromwell,  to  bid  tyranny 
concentrate  its  bolts  upon  his  head.  But  there  was 
wanting  in  Jerome  what  was  found  in  Huss — that 
truly  Christian  self-distrust,  which  would  lead  him  in 
prayerful  humility  to  throw  himself  into  the  arms  of 
Omnipotence.  Jerome  was  self-reliant.  Under  the 
impulse  of  conscious  sti'ength,  he  rushed  too  reck- 
lessly to  the  hazardous  encounter.  By  sore  trial  he 
had  to  learn  the  lesson  that  taught  him  to  be  a  bet- 
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ter  man,  and  a  nobler  because  a  Christian  hero. 
The  hardships  of  his  imprisonment  had  unnerved 
him — had  made  the  bold  man  fear  and  quail.  The 
terrors  of  a  cruel  death  awed  him  to  a  base  submis- 
sion. Human  weakness  prevailed.  The  promises 
and  threatenings  of  the  council  shook  his  purpose. 
He  signed  a  paper  by  which  he  declared  his  submis- 
sion to  the  council,  and  approved  the  condemnation 
of  the  errors  of  Wickliffe  and  of  Huss. 

Yet  it  was  at  no  slight  sacrifice  of  feeling  that  this 
compliance  was  wrung  from  hioa.  He  gave  as  an 
excuse  for  his  course,  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
errors  imputed  to  Huss  had  been  tmly  held  by  him. 
We  can  scarcely  admit  the  sincerity  of  such  a  defence. 
If  any  one  should  have  known  what  Huss  taught, 
Jerome  was  the  man.  He  must  have  heard  him  and 
read  his  books.  As  his  intimate  friend  and  associate, 
he  must  have  frequently  conferred  with  him,  and 
may  almost  have  been  said  to  have  read  his  heart. 
But  a  prison  was  an  irksome  place  ;  and  death  at  the 
stake  was  no  pleasing  prospect,  and  in  a  weak  hour 
the  strong  man  fell.^  And  yet  there  lingered  so 
much  of  conscience  aud  self-respect,  that  Jerome  was 
forced  to  add  conditions  or  explanations  of  his  submis- 
sion, that  could  have  been  in  nowise  acceptable  to 
the  council.  While  he  subscribed  to  the  condem- 
nation of  the  articles  of  WickliflTe  and  Huss,  he  added 
that  he  was  not  to  be  considered  as  thereby  doing 
any  prejudice  to  the  holy  truths  which  these  men 
had  taught  and  preached.     Explaining  himself  after- 

'  Many  facte  in  regard  to  Jerome's     two  carpatiyes  contained  in  the  last 
treatment  are  brought  out  upon  his    yolume  of  Hues'  Monumenla. 
tnal.    Othera  are  to  be  fonad  in  the 
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ward  upon  tlie  subject,  he  said,  of  Huss  particularly, 
that  he  still  repeated  that  he  did  not  mean  to  do 
anything  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  his  person,  and 
his  excellent  morals,  any  more  than  to  the  many 
truths  which  he  had  heard  from  his  mouth.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  had  been  his  intimate  friend,  and  that 
he  waa  disposed  to  defend  him  toward  and  against 
all,  for  the  gentleness  of  his  conversation  and  the 
holy  truths  which  he  had  heard  him  explain  to  the 
people,  but  that  now,  on  being  better  infonned  by 
reading  hia  works  themselves,  he  was  unwilling  to  be- 
friend his  errors,  though  he  had  loved  his  pei'son. 
^Mo  quod  sint  atnici  et  Plato  et  Soc^'ates^  sed  magis 
amica  Veritas  mihi  est  et  esse  debet.  Let  Plato  and  So- 
crates be  my  friends,  yet  I  love  and  ought  to  love 
truth  more.  Such  was  his  attempt  at  justification,  by 
■which  he  essayed — and  perhaps  for  the  time  success- 
fully— to  deceive  himself.  He  added  still  other  re- 
marks. He  declared,  that  in  condemning  the  errors 
of  Huss  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  make  a  recant- 
ation, because,  although  he  had  often  heard  and 
read  the  condemned  articles,  he  never  had  held 
them  to  be  articles  of  faith,  and  had  never  preferred 
his  own  judgment  to  the  authority  of  the  church. 

The  terms  of  this  submission  were  too  vague  and 
ambiguous  to  satisfy  the  council.  It  was  not  the 
unequivocal  condemnation  of  Huss  which  they  de- 
manded. They  saw  the  necessity  of  using  further 
influence  to  secure  a  more  unqualified  submission. 
The  time  between  this  present  and  the  following 
session  was  employed  to  secure  this  object,^ 

'  L'Enfent,  883. 
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The  niueteenth  genera]  session  was  to  have  been 
held,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  but  was  defer- 
red until  the  twenty-third  of  the  month — doubtless 
ia  order  to  bring  Jerome  to  better  terms.  The 
greater  part  of  it  was  taken  up  with  the  effort  to 
induce  him  to  retract  unconditionally.  The  articles 
of  Wickliffe  and  of  Huss  were  again  read,  that  he 
might  publicly  anathematize  them.  The  Cardinal  of 
Cambray  announced  the  form  of  retraction  drawn 
up  by  Jerome  in  his  own  hand-writing,  conceived  in 
the  following  terms/ 

"I,  Jerome  of  Prague,  master  of  arts,  acknowl- 
edging the  true  Catholic  church  and  Apostolic  faith, 
do  anathematize  every  heresy,  especially  that  in  re- 
gard to  which  I  have  hitherto  been  defamed,  and 
which  in  past  times  was  taught  and  held  by  John 
"Wickliffe  and  John  Huss,  in  their  works,  books,  or 
sermons  to  the  clergy  and  the  people,  on  which  ac- 
count they  were  condemned  with  theii'  dogmas  and 
errors,  as  heretical,  by  this  the  said  council  of  Con- 
stance, and  their  doctrine  aforesaid  was  especially 
coodemned  in  sentence  passed  by  this  sacred  council, 
upon  certain  express  articles.  I  assent,  moreover,  to 
the  holy  Roman  church,  to  the  Apostolic  See,  and 
to  this  sacred  council,  and  with  heart  and  mouth  pro- 
fess, in  and  in  respect  to  all  matters,  specially  the 
keys,  sacraments,  orders,  offices,  and  censures  of  the 
church,  indulgences,  relics  of  the  saints,  ecclesiastical 
liberty,  rites,  and  whatever  pertains  to  the  Christian 
religion, — as  the  Roman  church  itself,  the  Apostolic 
See,  and  this  sacred  council  profess:  and  specially 

■  L'Eofent,  38i.    Henry,  xktL  171, 
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that  of  tbe  aforesaid  articles  many  are  notoiiously 
heretical,  and  long  since  I'eprobated  by  the  holy  fa- 
thers, some  are  blasphemous,  others  erroneous,  others 
scandalous,  some  offensive  to  pious  ears,  and  some 
of  them  rash  and  seditious.  As  such,  the  aforesaid 
articles  were  by  this  sacred  council  recently  con- 
demned, and  Catholics  were  forbidden,  each  and  all, 
under  threat  of  anathema,  venturing  to  preach,  teach, 
or  hold  the  said  articles,  or  any  of  them. 

"  Moreover,  I,  the  aforesaid  Jerome,  inasmuch  as  in 
some  scholastic  exercises,  in  order  to  enforce  my  views 
on  the  tenet  of  Universalia  a  pa/rte  rei,  and  to  show- 
that  many  qaalities  of  the  same  species  might  be  speci- 
fied by  one  essence,  described,  in  order  to  present  an 
illustration  obvious  to  the  senses,  a  triangular  figure 
which  I  called  the  shield  of  faith ;  therefore,  to  pre- 
vent any  erroneous  or  scandalous  understanding, 
which  some  miglit  perhaps  receive  therefrom,  I  say, 
assert,  and  declare,  that  I  did  not  draw  the  said  figure, 
or  name  it  the  shield  of  faith,  with  any  such  intention 
of  exalting  the  doctrine  De  Universalihus  over  its  op- 
posite, as  if  it  was  in  such  a  sense  the  shield  of  faith, 
that,  without  it,  faith  or  catholic  truth  could  not  be 
protected  or  defended,  since  I  would  by  no  means 
stubbornly  adhere  to  it.  But  the  reason  of  my  call- 
ing that  figure  by  such  a  name  was,  because,  in  the 
figure  of  the  triangle  describing  the  three  different 
persona  (supposita)  of  the  divine  essence,  the  Father, 
8on,  and  Holy  Spirit,  I  regarded  this  article  of  the 
Trinity  as  the  principal  shield  of  faith,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  Catholic  truth. 

"  Besides,  that  it  may  be  plain  to  all  what  were 
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the  reasons  for  wliicli  I  was  reputed  an  adherent  and 
an  approver  of  the  said  John  Huss,  I  make  it  known 
by  these  presents,  that  when  on  many  occasions  I 
heard  him  in  his  sermons  and  scholastic  lectures,  I 
believed  him  to  be  a  good  man,  and  not  in  any  way 
proceeding  contrary  to  the  traditions  of  holy  mother 
church,  and  the  holy  doctors.  Yea,  even  when  of 
late  certain  articles  laid  down  by  him,  and  condemned 
by  this  sacred  council,  were  shown  to  me,  I  did  not 
believe  them  to  be  his,  at  least  in  that  form.  And 
when,  from  cei'tain  eminent  doctors  and  masters  in 
the  sacred  page,  I  had  heard  it  affirmed  that  they 
were  his,  I  asked  fuller  information,  and  that  the 
books  might  be  shown  me  in  which  the  said  articles 
were  reported  to  be  contained.  These  being  presented 
to  me  in  his  own  hand-writing,  which  I  know  as  well 
as  I  do  my  own,  I  found  that  the  said  articles  were 
written,  each  and  all,  in  that  very  form  in  which  they 
had  been  condemned.  "Whence  I  have  apprehended, 
and  do  now  apprehend,  that  be  and  his  doctrine, 
with  those  that  follow  it,  were  not  undeservedly  con- 
demned by  this  sacred  council  as  heretical  and  insane. 
And  all  these  things  aforesaid,  I  say  sincerely  and 
absolutely,  as  now  having  been  fully  and  sufficiently 
informed  of  the  aforesaid  sentences  pronounced  by 
this  holy  council  against  the  doctrines  of  the  said 
Wickliffe  and  Huss,  and  against  their  persons,  to 
which  sentences,  I,  as  a  devoted  Catholic,  in  all  and 
regarding  all,  consent  and  adhere. 

"  Also,  I,  the  same  aforesaid  Jerome,  who  on  an- 
other occasion  voluntarily,  freely,  and  of  my  own 
accord  explaining  and  declaiing  my  views  before  the 
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most  reverend  fathers,  etc.,  in  this  same  place,  made 
a  threefold  distinction,  which  as  I  afterward  perceived 
by  some  was  understood  as  if  I  meant  to  say  that 
there  was  faith  in  the  church  triumphant,  while  nev- 
ertheless I  believe  that  with  them,  there  is  beatific 
vision  excluding  doubtful  knowledge, — I  do  now  say, 
assert,  and  declare,  that  it  was  never  my  intent  to  say 
that  there  was  faith  there  as  faith,  but  a  knowledge 
which,  implying  all  that  faith  could  apprehend,  ex- 
ceeds it.  And  in  general,  whatever  I  there  or  before 
said,  I  refer  and  submit  with,  all  humility  to  the  de- 
cision of  this  holy  council  of  Constance. 

"  I  moreover  swear,  both  by  the  holy  Trinity  and 
by  these  most  holy  Gospels,  that  I  will  abide  undoubt- 
ingly  in  the  truth  of  the  Catholic  church ;  and  I  do 
pronounce  all  those  that  shall  contravene  this  faith, 
with  their  dogmas,  worthy  of  eternal  anathema. 
And  if  I  myself  shall  ever  presume  (far  be  it  from 
me)  to  think  or  preach  anything  to  the  contrary,  I 
will  subject  myself  to  the  severity  of  the  canons,  and 
shall  be  found  exposed  to  eternal  punishment.  This 
copy  of  my  confession  and  profession,  before  this  holy 
general  council,  I  freely  and  voluntarily  present,  and 
the  same  and  each  of  these  have  I  subscribed  with 
my  own  hand."  ^ 

Such  was  the  form  of  recantation  which  Jerome 
had  been  induced  to  subscribe.  When  his  purpose 
to  present  it  had  been  announced  by  the  Cardinal 
of  Cam  bray,  Jerome  came  forward  to  read  it  before 
the  council,  prefacing  it  with  a  few  remarks.  Ad- 
dressing himself  to  each  and  all  the  members  of  the 

'  Mwiai  CoacOia,  xira  791,  193.    Van  der  Hardt.  iv.  499,  606, 
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council,  whom  be  embraced  in  one  "glorions  assem- 
bly," he  proceeded  :  "  Since  from  the  history  of  the 
Holy  Bible  it  is  evident,  indeed  and  truly,  that  in  the 
temple  of  God  all  may  not  present  offerings  of  eqnal 
value,  but  each  according  to  his  ability,  as  some  gold, 
some  silver,  some  pi'ccious  atones,  etc.,  if  I,  with  the 
meanest  of  the  people,  shall  present  in  this  temple 
of  God,  acceptably  to  God  and  to  yon,  but  skins  of 
goat's  hair,  I  shall  account  that  I  have  done  enough  ; 
since  the  poor  woman  in  the  temple,  giving  from  her 
poverty,  according  to  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  is  said 
to  have  bestowed  more  than  kings,  who  furnished 
cedar,  onyx-stones,  gold,  and  silver  for  the  structure 
of  the  temple.  'Nov  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  since 
it  is  not  things  presented,  but  thei  spirit  of  the 
one  that  bestows  thera,  that  is  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count. But  by  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  I  mean  this 
present  most  holy  general  council.  Nor  as  I  imagine 
without  reason,  since  the  apostle  Paul,  writing  to  a 
particular  church,  says.  The  temple  of  the  Lord  is 
hohf^  which  teTmple  ye  a/re.  As  to  you,  therefore, 
most  eminent  men,  and  those  who  resemble  you,  like 
the  men  of  the  days  of  Solomon,  here  present  in 
this  sacred  temple  of  God,  long  time  have  you  pre- 
sented and  offered  the  gold  of  shining  wisdom ;  and 
you  that  are  less  eminent,  the  silver  of  divine  elo- 
quence; and  others  still  of  a  lower  order,  by  your 
various  virtues  and  efforts,  the  scarlet,  purple,  and 
hyacinth,  for  the  largei'  vessels  of  the  temple,  for 
restoring  the  curtains  and  roof  of  the  militant  hie- 
rarchy. I,  after  you,  so  many,  so  great,  so  distin- 
guished men,  who  in  comparison  with  you  am  but 
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nothing,  having  my  head  bowed  down  by  almost 
every  kind  of  faultiness— what  shall  I  offer  ?  Lest, 
however,  placed  in  this  holy  temple  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  of  you,  I  may  appear  entirely  destitute, 
I  may  offer  at  least  the  skins  of  my  beast-like  deeds, 
md  the  goat's  hair  of  my  unworthy  conduct,  with  a 
free  heart,  beseeching  you  each  and  all  with  deep 
earnestness  that  I  may  not  be  wholly  despised  or 
condemned  in  this,  nor  be  driven  forth  and  ejected 
with  obloquy  from  this  temple  of  God,  which  ye 
are.  For  even  these  offerings  of  mine  may  be  of 
service,  in  their  own  way  and  time,  in  the  temple  of 
God.  Thus  to  show,  with  your  approbation,  that 
not  only  clusters  of  grapes,  but  leaves  also,  may  con- 
tiibute  to  render  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
not  only  spacious,  but  specious,  I  have  prefaced  this 
much,  like  one  who  goes  through  steep  and  hidden 
ways,  forewarning  of  their  nature.  After  this  eji- 
trance  upon  them,  follows  this  my  offering,  which  I 
present  voluntarily  for  the  honor  of  God  and  of  the 
holy  faith." 

Jerome  then  read  the  paper  which  he  had  drawn 
up,  and  which,  seemed  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
council.  They  had  forced  him  by  the  terror  of  the 
flames  to  an  act  of  hypocrisy,  and  of  treason  to  his 
own  convictions.  How  far  at  the  time  the  sophistry 
of  his  own  fears  led  him  to  believe  his  course  to  be 
justifiable,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  None  could  con- 
demn it  more  heartily  than  he  afterward  did  him- 
self For  the  present  his  declaration  satisfied  the 
council.  He  was  led  back  to  prison  and  treated  less 
harshly. 

VOL.  n.  10 
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VIOLENCE  OF  THE  TIMEa    LETTERS   OF  THE   BOHEMIANa 
ZISCA. 

Hew  CoMHiasioN  on  Heebsy.  — Annates.  —  Rataobsofthe  Turbs.  —  Conpehbhce 
OF  Benedict  XIII.  and  SiGiaunND.  —  CABoKizATiON.  — Comhissioh  AppoiNTEn,— 
GsHSOs'a  Trbatise. —Violence  and  Abahcht  of  the  Times.  — Narhative  of 
Bbenard  Witt.  — Phederic  of  Austhia  and  the  Bishop  of  Trent.  ~  MEisnEia 
OF  THE  Council  Against  the  Fobmer.  —  Caroline  Constitution. —Nason's 
Complaint.  —  Lbttehfbom  Bohemia.  —  Mission  of  thb  Bishop  of  LEiroHrscHEi.. 
—  Reply  OFTHE  Bohemian  8tate3.—Vindicationofthe  Bohemians  Peesbntsd 
TO  THE  Council.  —  The  Principles  Atowed  by  the  Latter  on  Keeping  Faith 
■wrrn  Heeetics.  —  Thet  Fail  to  Convince  the  Bohemians.  —  Measures  Adopt- 
ed at  Prague.— Zisoa.— Permission  GrastedHih  Br  Wenzbl. 

Sept.  23,  1415~Di]c.  19,  1415. 

In  the  same  session  in  which- Jerome  abjured,  a 
decree  was  read,  which  intimated  the  purpose  of  the 
council  to  follow  up  the  task  which  it  had  begun,  of 
extirpating  heresy.  The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople 
and  the  Bishop  of  Senlis  were  appointed  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  each  as  adhered  to  Huas,  and  inquire 
into  their  doctrines,  as  spread  throughout  Bohemia 
and  Moravia.  Other  heresies,  that  might  call  for 
notice,  were  also  to  be  referred  to  them.  They  were 
to  hear,  decide,  and  judge  them,  with  all  things 
thereto  appertaining.  No  state,  grade,  rank,  order, 
or  condition  was  allowed  exemption  from  their  juris- 
diction. They  were  empowered  to  cite  before  them, 
in  person,  all  who  were  subject  to  suspicion,  and  to 

(148) 
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proceed  in  their  case  to  a  definitive  sentence.^  This 
commission  was  appointed  over  another  to  which  the 
general  subject  of  heresies  had  been  committed.  It 
was  doubtless  the  intention  of  the  council,  by  its 
appointment,  not  only  to  expedite  basiness,  but  to 
place  the  matter  in  safe  hands. 

Many  matters  of  local  as  well  as  general  interest 
occupied,  from  time  to  time,  the  attention  of  the 
council.  The  subject  of  the  papal  abuse  of  mmatea 
had  been  strongly  urged,  especially  by  the  German 
and  some  of  the  French  nation,  bat  the  question  what 
means  should  be  provided  for  the  support  of  the 
Roman  court,  if  annates  were  dispensed  with,  fur- 
nished a  problem  for  which  a  satisfactory  solution 
was  difficult.  After  long,  tedious,  and  often  angry 
discussions,  the  subject  was  for  the  time  deferred. 

The  absence  of  Sigismund  in  Spain  had  furnished 
an  occasion  for  the  Turks  to  renew  their  inroads  up- 
on the  provinces  bordering  on  his  kingdom  of  Hun- 
gary.' Relieved  of  all  apprehension  by  his  distance 
fi'om  the  s^ene,  they  extended  their  invasions  so  far 
that  the  council  itself  was  not  altogether  free  from 
anxiety  upon  its  own  account.  Startling  reports 
reached  Constance  of  the  terrible  ravages  by  fire  and 
sword  which  had  been  already  committed.  Sigis- 
mund's  territories  were  singled  out  for  vengeance. 
His  purpose  to  unite  Christendom  in  a  grand  crusade 
against  the  Turk  was  no  secret.  The  council  felt 
that  in  his  absence  it  became  them  to  repay  the  gen- 
erosity of  his  service  by  exerting  themselves  in  his 

'  Van    der   Hardt,    iv.   662,  573.        '  Niem,  «pud  Van  ^er  Hardt,   it 
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behalf.  They  wrote  to  the  king  of  PolaiKl,  urging 
him  to  interfere  to  restore  peace.  They  sent  one  of 
the  bishops  present  at  the  council  to  engage  the 
nobles  of  HQiigary  to  remain  faithful  to  their  master. 
The  influence  of  the  king  of  Poland  was  at  once  ex- 
erted, and  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  like  to  be 
successful,  when  the  violence  of  the  Hungarians,  in. 
arresting  the  Polish  am})assador  as  a  spy,  excited  the 
resentment  of  the  Turks,  and  hostilities  were  I'esumed. 
The  Hungarian  array  was  defeated,  and  many  of  its 
nobility  were  slain. 

Meanwhile  the  council,  anxious  that  the  nego- 
tiations with  Benedict  XIH.  should  be  brought  to 
a  favorable  conclusion,  despatched  the  Archbishop 
Wallenrod  of  Eiga  to  aid  the  emperor  with  his 
counsel.  His  influence  with  Sigismund  was  well 
known.  His  energy  and  decision  were  not  checked 
by  any  conscientious  scruples,  or  enfeebled  by  any 
feelings  of  sympathy  or  humanity.  The  treatment 
of  Huss,  who  had  been  committed  to  his  charge, 
could  attest  the  harsh,  unscrupulous  spirit  of  the 
man.  The  council  feared  lest  the  attention  of  the 
emperoi',  whose  plans  looked  toward  the  securing  of 
such  a  peace  among  the  nations  as  to  favor  his  pro- 
ject of  a  crusade,  might  be  somewhat  withdrawn 
from  the  matter  of  the  union  of  the  church,  or  be 
misled  by  the  artifice  of  Benedict.  But  they  had 
no  good  reason  to  distrust  his  perseverance  or  fidelity 
in  the  task  in  which  he  was  engaged.  He  had  already 
gained  over  the  king  of  Aragon,  who  resolved  to 
withdraw  obedience  from  Benedict  if  he  would  not 
abdicate  his  office.     The  latter  too  gave  such  signs 
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of  reaiSiness  to  oj^Dsider  the  proposals  of  the  empe- 
ror, in  his  first  conference  with  him,  that  some  were 
deceived  with  the  hope  that  he  would  accept  the 
terras  offered.'  He  received  the  emperor  with  all 
respect,  in  a  castle  which  bore  his  own  name.  In  a 
conference  of  two  or  three  hours,  he  seemed  to  g^ve 
such  evidence  of  good  intentions,  that  the  report  of  it 
at  the  council  was  welcomed  with  joy.  He  wept  freely 
during  the  interview,  but  his  tears  had  the  virtue  of 
the  crocodile's.  The  hypocrisy  that  belonged  to  the 
part  he  played  called  for  tears,  and  they  were  shed 
as  a  matter  of  business.  It  was  not  long  before 
their  true  value  was  discerned. 

It  was  at  about  this  time  that  the  subject  of 
the  canonization  of  new  saints  by  the  church  was 
brought,  in  a  special  manner,  before  the  council.  The 
king  of  Sweden  had  written  to  John  XXIII.  soon 
after  his  arrival  at  Constance,  urging  him  to  grant 
the  canonization  of  three  of  his  subjects  who  had 
sustained  a^iigh  reputation  for  sanctity.*  But  John 
XXIII.,  however  facile  he  might  have  shown  him- 
self in  complying  with  the  request,  was  too  much 
absorbed  in  the  conduct  of  his  own  affairs  to  pay 
much  attention  to  others,  and  St.  Bridget  alone  se- 
cured his  favorable  regard.  He  was  soon  placed  in 
such  circumstances  that  any  farther  action  on  his 
part  would  have  been  strongly  opposed,  or  at  least 
sharply  controverted.  The  ambassadors  of  the  Swe- 
dish king,  therefore,  laid  their  letter  before  the  coun- 
cil.     A  commission  was    appointed,  to  which    the 

'  Van  der  Hardt, 
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siiliject  wag  I'eferred.  They  were  to  examine  into 
the  claims  of  the  pretended  saints,  the  life  they  had 
led,,  and  the  miracles  they  had  performed,  and  to 
consider  generally  whether  it  were  not  better  to 
diminish  the  number  of  saints  than  to  increase  it. 
The  membeis  of  the  commission  were  selected  from 
the  cardinals,  bishops,  and  doctors.  Beside  the  cardi- 
nals of  Cambray  and  Cologne,  and  the  bishop  of 
Lodi,  Gerson  was  placed  upon  it.  The  subject  which 
they,  were  now  to  consider  was  one  that  for  a  long 
time  had  claimed  the  serious  consideration  of  thought- 
ful minds.  Wiekliffe  had  denounced  in  the  most 
severe  terms  that  woi-ship  of  the  saints,  which  was 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Christ  as  the  one  and 
only  mediator.  There  are  those,  he  says,  that  deem 
it  x'ight  that  all  other  intercessoi's  should  be  dis- 
carded. The  frequency  of  canonization  he  imputes 
to  cupidity  and  ignorance  of  the  true  faith.  It  was 
obvious  that  the  possession  of  a  saint's  bones  often 
ensured,  to  the  body  that  held  it,  a  lai'ge  income.  It 
was  but  a  just  inference  that  the  frequent  appeals  to 
the  court  of  Rome  for  canonization  were  connected 
with  the  profits  that  were  to  be  the  result.  But, 
said  Wickliffe,  some  would  choose  a  king's  fool  to 
intercede  for  them  with  his  master ;  and  these  saints 
are  but  the  buffoons — fools  of  the  court  of  heaven. 
Moreover,  in  the  multiplication  of  saints  through  the 
cupidity  of  men,  there  was  great  danger  that  mis- 
takes would  be  made,  and  it  might  even  come  to 
pass  that  men  would  adore  and  serve  the  devil  can- 
onized as  a  saint. 

But  such  views  as  these  were  not  shared  by  Wick- 
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liffe  alone.  Henry  de  Hassia,  or  Langsteiu,  as  he  was 
also  called,  a  member  of  the  Uiiivei-sity  of  Paris, 
and  afterward  a  teacher  at  "Vienna,  had  written  on 
the  subject  in  a  manner  that  secured  the  approbation 
of  Gerson  who  had  for  a  time  known  him — and  per- 
haps been  his  pupil.  Clemengis  too,  the  Cicero  of 
the  university,  and  friend  of  Gei-sou,  while  exhaust- 
ing the  store  of  his  wonderful  eloquence  in  depict' 
ing  the  vices  of  the  church,  did  not  suffer  the  evils 
of  frequent  canonizations  to  escape  his  notice.  He 
pronounces  the  advent  of  a  new  saint  in  the  calen- 
dar a  tremendous  curse.^ 

Gerson  entered  upon  the  subject  with  an  earnest- 
ness which  showed  that  he  had  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evils  connected  with  it.  In  re- 
gard to  the  pretended  saint  and  vision,  he  lays  down 
the  rule  of  investigation  gi-ounded  on  the  piineiple, 
"  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  The  formula 
was :  "  Ask  who,  what,  why,  to  whom,  how,  and 
whence." "  Under  these  several  heads,  he  enters  into 
a  close  and  searching  investigation  of  the  claims  put 
forth  in  behalf  of  pretended  saints  and  their  visions. 
These  last  might  present  a  thousand  traths  ;  but  if 
they  contained  a  single  falsehood,  that  would  be  fatal 
to  them.  If  they  came  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
were  intended  for  men,  they  would  be  intelligible, 
instead  of  obscure,  as  they  often  were.  They  would 
declare  some  truth  which  was  consonant  with  scrip- 
ture, but  not  rendered  unnecessary  previously  by 
Bible  revelation.     They  would  be  concise,  lest  their 

'  Clemraig.  Op.  104.  '  Tu.quis,  quid,  quare,  cui,  qualiter,  unde,  recjnire, 
Ger.  Op,  i.  39. 
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prolixity  should  at  length  make  them  more  burden- 
some than  the  law  of  the  Old  Testament.  Gerson, 
moreover,  represents  visions  as  sometimes  springing 
from  injury  or  weakness  of  the  brain.  A  person's 
temperament  might  superinduce  a  tendency  to  vis- 
ions, with  which  nothing  but  a  mere  human  spirit 
had  any  concern. 

Gerson  expresses,  in  connection  with  the  examples 
he  cites,  his  conviction  that  the  claims  of  pretended 
saints  were  to  be  closely  scrutinized,  and  thut pritna 
facie  there  was  strong  reason  for  rejecting  them. 
"The  demon  once  presented  himself,"  so  Gerson  re- 
lates, "transfigured  as  Christ,  to  one  of  the  holy 
fathers.  'I  am  Christ,'  said  he,  'personally  visiting 
thee,  because  thou  art  worthy.'  But  the  holy  father 
at  once  shut  his  eyes,  covering  them  with  both  hands, 
and  cned  out,  '  I  have  no  wish  to  see  Christ  here,  it 
is  enough  to  see  him  in  glory.'  Upon  this  the  de- 
mon immediately  vanished."  Another  of  the  fathers 
had  a  similar  vision,  but  he  kept  his  humility,  and 
and  was  kept  by  it.  "But  see,"  said  the  holy  man, 
"  to  whom  you  have  been  sent ;  for  surely  I  am  not 
such  a  one  as  is  worthy  to  behold  Christ  here." 
Another  person  was  onwiUing  to  enter  the  church, 
saying,  that  it  was  enough  for  him  that  with  his 
bodily  eyes  he  had  seen  Christ;  but  by  harsh  disci- 
pline of  chains,  and  fasting  from  flesh  and  wine,  his 
swollen  fanaticism  was  reduced,  and  he  was  cured. 

Gerson  declares  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  what 
deception  had  grown  out  of  this  prevalent  cuiiosity 
to  know  future  and  hidden  things,  or  see  and  per- 
form miracles.     It  had  turned  many  away  from  the 
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true  religion.  Superstition  liad  spread  abroad  in 
Cbristendom,  like  the  demand  for  signs  and  wonders 
of  old  in  Judsea,  till  men  put  more  faith  in  the  un- 
canonized,  and  in  writings  that  were  not  even  au- 
thentic, than  they  did  in  holy  men  and  in  the  gospel.^ 
Few  were  able  to  judge  the  claims  put  forth  by 
those  whom  the  people  would  regard  as  saints.  Many 
were,  consequently,  deceived. 

Gerson's  sound  sense  placed  him  on  this  question 
by  the  side  of  WicklifFe  and  of  Clemengis ;  more 
mild  in  tone,  be  was,  in  reality,  scarcely  less  severe 
than  they.  Clemengis  undoubtedly  would  have  said, 
if  the  question  in  its  present  shape  had  been  broaght 
before  him,  that  it  might  be  worth  while  to  make 
the  council  itself  holy,  before  multiplying  saints  of  a 
character  almost  as  questionable  as  their  own.  la 
bis  deference  for  general  councils  and  their  decisions, 
he  stands  on  the  same  ground  with  Huss  himself. 
"It  seems  to  me,"  he  says,  "rash  to  say  that  a  gen- 
eral council  cannot  err  or  be  deceived."  In  this  case, 
however,  partly  through  Gerson's  influence,  they  took 
the  light  coui'se.  They  declined  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  the  saints. 

Among  matters  of  less  importance  which  now 
claimed  attention,  were  those  that  respected  the  lib- 
erty of  ecclesiastics,  the  privilege  of  prelates  of  the 
council  to  receive  the  fruit  of  their  benefices,  wbile 
absent  at  Constance,  and  rules  for  the  better  obseiv- 
ance  of  the  constitutions  of  the  mendicant  ordera. 
These  last  had  been  for  a  long  time  the  light  infantry 
of  the  papal  army.     They  had  gone  all  over  Chris- 

'  Ger.  Op.,  i,  41. 
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tendom,  at  first  welcomed  for  tlieir  poverty,  their 
moral  superionty  to  the  ordinary  clergy,  and  the 
earnestnraa  of  their  preaching.  But  with  their  rep- 
utation they  increased  in  wealth  and  power,  till  at 
last,  in  their  corruption,  they  were  very  generally 
regarded  as  the  nuisance  of  the  church.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Paris  had  complained  of  their  rapacity, 
vice,  and  violence,  and  Gereon  was  their  bitter 
opponent.  He  had  attacked  them  in  his  writings, 
almost  with  Wickliffe's  severity.  But  they  could 
not  he  suppressed,  and  it  only  remained  for  the  coun- 
cil to  make  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  attempt  to  reform 
the  order. 

The  attention  of  the  council  was  moreover  directed 
to  acts  of  violence  which  had  been  committed  against 
its  membera.  Europe  generally,  a.s  well  as  France, 
was  torn  by  feuds  and  dissentions.  The  bishops  and 
counts  were  at  continual  strife.  Bernard  Witt,  a 
Benedictine  monk,  gives  us,  in  his  history  of  West- 
phalia, a  picture  of  the  anarchy  which  prevailed  a 
few  years  previous,  and  which  even  still  defied  the 
power  of  the  emperor  to  resti-ain  it,  "  Here,"  he 
says,  "you  might  hear  the  clashing  of  battle;  there, 
the  shrieks  of  fugitives,  and  the  complaints  of  the 
oppressed.  Now,  dwellings  are  torn  down  or  burned; 
and  again,  villages  ravaged,  and  the  crops  trampled 
to  the  earth.  These  things  and  others  of  a  like 
character — the  acts  of  insolent  power,  abusing  the 
defenceless — are  frequent."^  Nor  could  the  church, 
or  I'ather  the  papacy,  be  regarded  as  guiltless  in  the 
premises.     Many  of  these  evils  sprang  directly  from 

'  Ber.  Wit.,  p.  484, 


dbyGoogle 


Ca.  v.]  VIOLEHOE   OF   THE   TIMES.  155 

the  extortion  or  the  perfidy  of  the  pontifis.  Some- 
times rival  claimants  for  a  benefice  deluged  in  blood 
the  diocese  for  which  they  contended.  The  history 
of  the  archbishops  of  Cologne  for  successive  cen- 
turies might  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  enormities  that 
rendered  the  history  of  the  last  days  of  the  empire, 
founded  by  Constantine,  illustrious  in  crime  and  car- 
nage. Sometimes  dissentions  arose  between  the 
clergy  and  the  people.  This  was  the  case  at  Worms 
in  1406.^  For  three  years  the  clergy  were  expelled 
from  the  city.  Although  the  Emperor  Robert  was 
on  their  side,  they  succeeded  at  last  only  by  force 
of  spiritual  arms,  against  which  the  steel  of  their 
enemies  was  no  sufficient  defence.  Henry  of  Lunen- 
berg,  only  two  years  previous,  had  been  taken  cap- 
tive by  Count  Bernard,  who  released  him  on  his  oath 
to  pay  as  his  ransom  100,000  florins.  But  he  had 
only  to  go  to  Rome  to  receive  absolution  from  his 
oath  by  the  abuse  of  papal  authority. 

We  have  already  seen  the  turbulent  character  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Fi'ance  without  an  energetic 
king  was  torn  by  factions.  The  nobility  were  them- 
selves sovereign  in  their  own  territories,  and  were 
continually  at  variance.  There  was  no  common 
authority  to  command  respect.  Nor  within  the 
bounds  of  the  German  empire  was  the  state  of  things 
much  better.  On  every  side  there  were  turbulence 
and  lawless  license.  Frederic,  Duke  of  Austria, 
though  reconciled  formally  with  the  emperor,  was 
still  busy  with  his  plots  and  schemes.  With  restless 
impatience  he  endured  the  restraint  of  a  forced  sub- 

'  Ber.  WiL,  p.  484. 
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mlasion.  At  last  lie  proceeded  to  the  overt  act  of 
arresting  the  Bishop  of  Trent,  and  seizing  upon  the 
city  as  his  own  domain.  The  matter  was  brought 
by  complaint  before  the  council.  They  issued  their 
monitory  against  the  duke,  commanding  him  to  re- 
store, within  twenty  days,  what  he  had  taken  away, 
■with  damages  for  the  evil  done.  They  authorized 
the  bishop  to  invoke  against  him,  in  case  of  refusal, 
the  secular  arm.  The  penalty  of  disobedience  was 
most  severe.  The  council — assuming  a  right  which 
they  had  exercised  in  the  decree  eoncei'ning  the  em- 
peror's absence, — authority  over  secular  princes — 
threatened  his  disobedience  with  a  deprivation  of  all 
the  feoffe  and  privileges  which  he  held  from  the 
church  or  the  empire,  stripping  him  of  all  authority, 
power,  and  title  to  reign,  and  his  posterity  after  him 
to  the  second  generation.  The  subjects  of  Frederic 
were  to  be  released  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance. 
He,  with  his  accomplices  who  were  to  share  his  fate, 
was  to  be  summoned  before  the  council,  and  the 
ecclesiastics  who  should  favor  him,  were  to  be  ex- 
commumcated. 

The  council  probably  would  have  scarcely  dared 
to  assame  such  an  attitude  toward  any  other  prince 
than  Frederic  of  Austria.  The  emperor  hated  him 
still,  notwithstanding  their  formal  reconciliation,  and 
gave  some  credit  to  the  report  of  attempts  made  by 
the  duke  to  take  his  life.  The  council  were  confi- 
dent of  being  sustained  by  Sigisraund  in  their  course. 
Frederic  was  not  the  powerful  Duke  of  Burgundy — 
a  criminal  whom  they  dared  not  touch.  Despoiled  of 
a  large  part  of  his  possessions,  and  deprived  of  the 
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favor  of  the  emperor,  he  was  just  the  object  over 
which  they  might  safely  presume  to  domineer.  Vio- 
lent and  reckless  as  he  may  have  been,  his  conduct 
in  this  instance  demanded  more  judicial  formality, 
moi'e  investigation  in  regard  to  its  justice  or  injustice, 
than  was  allowed  by  this  summary  sentence. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  these,  George  of  Lich- 
tenstein  had  been  appointed  Bishop  of  Trent,  to  the 
great  dissatisfaction  of  its  inhabitants.  They  had,  as 
their  leader,  a  nobleman  by  the  name  of  Eodolph, 
who  aspired  to  occupy  the  post  of  the  unacceptable 
official.  This  could  only  be  secured  by  acts  that 
bordered  at  least  on  violence,  and  tended  to  the 
expulsion  of  the  bishop.  But  the  latter  found  a 
friend  and  ally  in  Henry  of  Rottenberg,  who  marched 
upon  Trent  with  his  army  and  took  summaiy  ven- 
geance upon  the  inhabitants.  He  seized  and  kept 
possession  of  the  city,  having  flrat  ravaged  it  with 
fire  and  sword,  and  put  Kodolph  to  death.  Frederic 
of  Austria  observed  with  anger  and  indignation  this 
harsh  and  violent  proceeding.  It  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  he  was  much  moved  by  such  a  method  of 
installing  a  bishop  in  his  diocese,  for  on  another  occa- 
sion, if  his  own  interests  had  demanded  it,  he  would 
probably  have  been  willing  to  have  adopted  it  him- 
self without  a  scruple. 

Bat  Trent  was  a  friendly  city  bordering  on  his 
own  domain.  Undoubtedly,  as  he  looked  around 
upon  his  lost  jewels — the  teriitories  that  had  been 
taken  from  him  for  his  adherence  to  John  XXHI. — 
he  felt  an  anxious  desire  for  their  recovery.  But 
whatever    motives-  may   have   influenced  him,    he 
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marched  to  Trent,  drove  out  the  obnoxious  bishop, 
and  took  the  citizens  under  his  protection.  All  this 
seems  to  have  taken  place  after  the  emperor  had  set 
Oct  for  Spain.  In  the  twentieth  session  of  the  conn- 
cil,  (Nov.  6,)  the  decree  against  the  duke,  already 
referred  to,  was  read.  His  advocate,  John  Eling, 
protested  against  the  decree  as  a  nullity.  For  months 
after  this,  the  matter  made  little  if  any  progress. 
Frederic  appeared  at  Constance.^  But  he  found  little 
hope  of  justice  in  the  action  of  the  council.  He 
seized  the  occasion  that  offered,  to  escape  secretly 
from  the  city  back  to  hia  own  dominions,  which  had 
been  plundered  in  his  absence.  He  left  behind  him 
a  public  placard,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  in- 
justice of  the  council,  "who,"  he  said,  "had  shut  the 
mouth  of  his  advocate."  This  was  the  thirtieth  of 
March,  1416,  after  the  matter  had  been  depending 
for  more  than  six  months.  The  council,  however, 
were  indignant,  not  only  at  Frederic's  escape,  but  at 
his  placard,  which  they  considered  libellous.  They 
wrote  to  the  emperor  against  him,  and  found  Sigis- 
mund  only  too  ready  to  put  the  turbulent  duke  un- 
der the  ban  of  the  empire.  Frederic,  moreover, 
found  a  dangerous  nval  in  his  brother  Ernest,  who 
had  in  his  absence  seized  upon  large  portions  of  his 
estates.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  the  influences  and 
terrors  that  were  arrayed  against  him,  the  duke 
maintained  his  ground.  He  defied  alike  the  emperor 
and  the  council.  He  still  kept  the  Bishop  of  Trent 
in  durance,  and  deprived  of  his  diocese.     The  effort 

'  Some  difficulties   appear  in  tlie    to  have  talren  pliuie  before  Frederic's 
statement  of  tlie  matter,  only  to  be    first  arrest, 
met  by  snppoaing  tbe  Msanlt  on  Trent 
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to  induce  his  subjects  to  renounce  Ms  allegiance  was 
but  partially  successful,  and  the  threatening  decree  of 
the  council  fell  at  his  feet  as  a  mere  hrutum  ftdmen. 

The  duke  was,  however,  in  the  course  he  pursued, 
but  a  fair  specimen  of  the  petty  princes  and  nobles 
of  Europe.  To  restrain  their  violence,  the  council 
revived  the  memorable  Carolina  OonsUtutio^  by 
Chai'les  IV.,  on  the  subject  of  the  liberty  of  ecclesi- 
astics. It  affixed  the  several  penalties  to  the  crime 
of  trespassing  on  the  rights,  person,  or  privileges  of 
the  clergy.  They  who  transgressed  it  were  to  be 
accounted  infamous,  deprived  of  their  honors,  and  no 
more  to  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  or  councils  of 
their  order.  All  this  was  aggravated  by  the  terrors 
of  the  imperial  ban,  and  the  canonical  as  well  as  di- 
vine judgments  which  were  denounced  upon  the  of- 
fender. Undoubtedly  severe  restraints  and  penalties 
were  necessary  to  repress  the  prevalent  violence ;  but 
when  the  clergy  and  prelates  were  often  the  chief 
offenders,  their  immunity  only  the  more  provoked 
indignant  reprisals.  The  justice  of  the  council  should 
have  taught  them  not  to  launch  the  terrora  of  the 
Caroline  Constitution  and  their  own  anathema,  till 
their  project  of  reform  had  become  so  far  effectual 
that  the  clergy  could  be  regarded  as  deserving  of  such 
protection. 

The  work  of  reform,  however,  made  but  slow 
progress.  At  a  congregation  held  on  the  nineteenth 
of  December,  John  Nason,  president  at  that  time  of 
the  German  nation  in  the  council,  gave  utterance  to 
his  complaints  on  this  subject.  "The  council,"  said 
Tan  der  Hardt,  ir.  62B, 
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he,  "has  been  assemliled  for  three  principal  objects, 
— to  put  ail  end  to  the  schism,  to  condemn  heresies, 
and  to  refoiin  the  church  in  its  bead  and  members. 
John  Huss  has  been  ah-eady  most  justly  condemned, 
and  John  XXIII.  has  been  deposed.  But  those  aame 
crimes  are  still  every  day  committed  which  were 
the  ground  of  his  deposition,  and  especially  the  ciime 
of  simony.  The  German  nation  has  hitherto  re- 
doubled its  urgency  for  the  condemnation  of  this  and 
every  other  abuse,  as  well  as  for  the  exemplary  pun- 
ishment of  those  that  are  guilty.  But,  to  tie  shame 
of  the  council,  the  most  criminal  indulgence  and  dis- 
simulation have  been  practised." 

After  this  complaint  and  protestation,  he  besought 
the  members  to  proceed  without  delay  in  the  matter. 
Nor  did  he  fail  to  call  attention  to  a  subject  in  which 
his  own  personal  feelings  were  enlisted — the  case  of 
Jerome.  He  seemed  dissatisfied  with  what  had 
already  been  done,  and  pat  no  faith  in  the  recanta- 
tion which  Jerome  had  made.'  In  this  respect  he 
was  probably  a  fair  representative  of  the  feeling  of 
the  German  nation.  They  were  earnestly  bent  upon 
a  reform  of  the  church.  They  had  complained  re- 
peatedly of  the  abuses  which  they  wished  to  have 
corrected.  In  the  discussion  of  the  papal  claim  of 
annates  they  had  been  especially  interested,  but 
their  defeat  in  regard  to  these  matters  was  only  a 
premonition  of  what  they  were  still  to  expect.  In 
regard  to  Jerome,  their  complaint  was  more  success- 
ful. If  there  were  those  in  the  council  who  preferred 
to  save  him,  and  avoid  again  provoking  the  Bohe- 

'  Yea  der  Hu^t,  iv,  5S6. 
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mians,  many  of  thein  were  still  more  cautious  of  of- 
fending the  German  nation.  It  was  less  hazardous 
to  give  up  an  unfriended  and  powerless  individaal, 
whose  cause,  without  a  Duke  of  Burgandy  or  a  Teu- 
tonic order  to  represent  it,  might  be  trampled  upon, 
perhaps  with  impunity. 

And  yet  they  might  well  have  hesitated,  on  mere 
principles  of  worldly  prudence,  to  deal  hai'shly  with 
Jerome ;  for  this  same  day  another  letter  from  Bohe- 
mia was  laid  before  them.^  The  bearer  of  it  was  a 
friend  of  Jerome,  and  yet  he  boldly  ventured  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  council,  although  its  contents  could  not 
but  have  been  exceedingly  offensive.  It  bore  the  seals 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  persons  of  the  Bohe- 
mian nation.  Some  of  these  were  barons  and  nobles, 
and  most  of  them  persons  of  distinctien.  The  lan- 
guage was  plain,  direct,  and  earnest.  They  blamed 
the  council  for  the  condemnation  and  punishment  of 
Huss.  They  declared  Huss  to  have  been  a  holy  and 
just  man,  whose  equal  for  integrity  and  sanctity 
conld  not  be  found.  The  council  had  sinned  and 
wrought  evil  in  what  they  had  done,  and  on  this  ac- 
count the  Bohemians  declare  that  they  will  neither 
adhere  to  it,  nor  yield  it  obedience.  This  was  indeed 
a  bold  step  to  take,  but  the  council  had  provoked  it. 
The  popular  feeling  in  Bohemia  resented  the  injustice 
offered  to  their  countryman,  and  it  was  felt  that  it  would 
be  treason  to  his  memory,  to  honor  his  murderers.® 

'  The  principal  letters  from  Bohe-  harona,    Tha  third  is  from  Bohemia 

mia  and  Moravia,  uddreased  to  the  and  Moravia.    The  fifth  is  from  fifty- 

ooQncilinatoneofboldremoDBtranee,  four  MorSYian  nobiea. 

are  to  be  found  in  Mon.  Hua.  K8-6S.  '  Van  der  Hardt,  ii.  426. 
The  first  two  are  from  the  Bohemian 
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The  state  of  feeling  in  Bohemia  is  still  moi'e  clearly 
seen  ia  another  letter  which  at  about  the  same  time 
must  have  been  laid  before  the  council.  The  barons 
and  magnates  of  the  kingdom  met  to  reply  to  the 
letter  which  the  council  had  written  them,  informing 
them  of  the  execution  of  Huss,  and  vindicating  their 
own  proceedings.  The  letter  had  been  despatched 
to  Bohemia  by  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  of  Leito- 
mischel.  He  was  charged,  moreover,  with  the  task 
of  endeavoring  to  estirpate  the  heresy  of  Huss  from 
the  kingdom.  But  he  found  that  the  work  exceeded 
his  powers.  Although  noble  by  birth  and  rank,  and 
a  man  of  great  ability  and  iron  will,  rank,  ability, 
eloquence,  and  energy  were  of  no  avail.  He  found 
few  disposed  even  to  listen  to  him.  On  all  sides  he 
was  met  with  coldness  or  hostility.  Scarcely  did  he 
dare  to  show  himself  in  public.  He  professed  fear 
of  pereon  as  well  as  of  property.  Certainly  his  pres- 
ence, as  a  member  of  the  council,  and  charged  to  ex- 
tirpate the  heresy  of  Huss,  was  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  the  nation  at  large. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  magnates  to  reply  to  the 
letter  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  was  held  at  Stern- 
berg, A  second  meeting  was  held  at  Prague  on  the 
second  of  September,  when  the  assembly  united  in  a 
detailed  statement  of  their  grievances  and  complaints. 
Their  lettei-  wixs  addressed  "To  the  most  reverend, 
the  fathers,  lords,  lord  cai'dinals,  patriarchs,  primates, 
archbishops,  bishops,  ambassadors,  doctoi-s  and  mas- 
tei-s,  and  the  whole  council  of  Constance,"  atid  was 
signed  by  nearly  sixty  of  the  Bohemian  and  Moravi- 
is,  embracing  the  most  important  c 
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and  nobility  of  the  land.'  "  Inasmuch,"  sjiy  they, 
"as  each  one,  hy  natural  and  divine  law,  is  com- 
manded to  do  to  others  aa  he  would  have  them  do  to 
himself,  and  is  forbidden  to  do  to  another  what  he 
would  not  have  done  to  himself,  according  to  the 
words  of  our  Saviour,  'AH  things  whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets,' — yea,  he 
who  was  a  chosen  vessel,  cries  out,  'Love  is  the  ful- 
filling of  the  law,  and  the  whole  law  is  fulfilled  in 
one  word,  Thou  shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself ; ' 
we,  therefore,  walking  as  near  as  we  may  to  the 
aforesaid  divine  I'ule  and  direction,  as  God  is  our 
witness,  express  our  affection  as  neighbors  to  him 
who  was  our  dearest  neighbor,  the  reverend  master, 
John  Huss,  of  blessed  memory,  bachelor  of  sacred 
theology,  and  preacher  of  the  gospel,  whom  lately 
yon — we  know  not  by  what  spirit  led— have  con- 
demned,— neither  confessing  his  crime,  nor  lawfully 
convicted,  as  was  becoming,  and  no  manifest  errors 
or  heresies  being  brought  against  him,  but  at  the 
accusation,  instigation,  and  information,  unfair,  false, 
and  urgent,  of  those  who  were  liU  capital  enemies 
and  traitors,  as  well  as  those  of  our  kingdom  and  of 
the  march  of  Moravia, — as  an  obstinate  heretic,  and 
have  put  him,  thus  condemned,  to  a  cmel  and  most 
shameful  death,  to  the  perpetual  infamy  and  disgrace 
of  oar  most  Chiistian  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  and  the 
most  renowned  march  of  Moravia,  as  well  as  of  us  all. 
As  we  before  transmitted  in  writing  to  Constance, 
to  the  most  serene  prince  and  lord,  Sigismuiid,  kiog 

'  Mod.  Hus.,  L  7B. 
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of  the  Romans  and  of  Hungary,  heir  of  our  king  and 
master,  which  writing  was  read  and  published  in 
your  congregations,  and — which  we  would  be  glad 
to  disbelieve — thrown,  to  our  contempt  and  dis- 
honor, to  the  flames :  so  also  now  we  have  thought 
that  our  letters  patent,  by  these  presents,  should  he 
addressed  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  said  Master  John 
Huss ;  publicly,  by  heart  and  mouth,  professing  and 
protesting  that  Master  John  Husa  was  certainly  a 
man  excellent,  just,  and  Catholic,  for  many  yeara 
spoken  of  as  praiseworthy,  in  life,  conduct,  and  reputa^ 
tion,  in  oui-  kingdom.  The  gospel  law,  and  the  books 
of  the  prophets,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments, according  to  the  exposition  of  the  holy  doctors, 
and  those  approved  by  the  church,  did  he  teach  and 
preach  in  a  Catholic  manner  to  us  and  our  subjects; 
and  many  of  the  same  thiifgs  has  he  left  to  us  in 
writing,  uniformly  detesting  all  errors  and  heresies, 
and  faithfully  admonishing  all  believera  of  Christ  to 
detest  the  same  ;  exhorting  to  peace  and  charity,  as 
far  as  possible  by  words,  writings,  and  woi-ks,  so 
that  we  never  heard,  or  could  learn  by  diligent 
inquiry,  that  the  aforesaid  Master  John  Huss  taught 
any  heresy  or  error  in  his  sermons,  or  preached  or 
asserted  the  same ;  neither  io  any  way,  by  word  or 
deed,  did  he  scandalize  us  or  our  subjects  ;  but  ever 
in  Christ,  living  in  piety  and  gentleness,  did  he  ex- 
hort all  to  keep  the  gospel  law,  and  the  institutions 
of  the  holy  fathers,  for  the  edification  of  holy  mother 
church,  and  the  salvation  of  our  neighbors ;  and  this 
he  did  in  word  and  deed  with  the  utmost  diligence. 
Yet  all  these  premised — ^perpetrated  to  our  confusion 
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and  that  of  our  kingdom  of  Moravia — did  not  suffice 
for  you ;  but  that  honorable  master,  Jerome  of 
Prague,  a  man  indisputably  a  flowing  fountain  of 
eloquence,  master  of  the  seven  liberal  arts,  as  well  as 
an  illustrious  philosopher,  Mm,  not  seen,  heard,  con- 
fessed, or  convicted,  but  at  the  malicious  information 
of  those  tliat  were  traitors  to  him  and  us,  you  have 
mercilessly  arrested  and  thrown  in  prison,  and  per- 
haps even  now  you  have  put  him,  as  you  did  Master 
John  Huss,  to  a  most  cruel  death. 

"  Besides,  it  has  come,  we  I'egret  to  say,  to  our  hear- 
ing, and  from  your  letters  we  plainly  gather,  that 
certain  slanderers,  odious  to  God  and  men,  and  ene- 
mies and  traitors  of  our  kingdom  and  Moravia,  before 
you  and  the  council,  have  calumniated  us  most  gravely 
and  basely,  asserting,  though  falsely  and  treacher- 
ously, that  in  the  aforesaid  regions  divei'se  errors 
have  spi'ung  up,  grievously  and  extensively  affecting 
our  hearts,  and  the  hearts  of  many  faithful  inhab- 
itants, so  that  unless  the  rule  of  correction  is  soon 
applied,  the  aforesaid  regions,  with  their  Christian 
believers,  will  be  subjected  to  irrevocable  loss  and 
ruin  of  souls.  Such  atrocious  and  prejudicial  wrongs 
as  these,  which,  notwithstanding  our  many  demerits 
bring  them  upon  us  and  our  kingdom,  etc.,  are  yet 
falsely  and  lyingly  imputed, — how  can  we  endure 
them  ?  Since,  by  the  grace  of  God,  w^hile  almost  all 
other  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  often  vacillating, 
cherishing  schism  and  antipopes,  our  most  Christian 
realm  of  Bohemia,  and  the  most  reputable  march  of 
Moravia,  have,  from  the  very  time  when  they  re- 
ceived the  Catholic  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
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adhered  most  firmly  and  unceasingly,  without  rebuke, 
to  the  holy  Roman  church.  At  what  exceeding 
charge  and  effort,  and  with  how  sacred  regard  and 
reverence,  holy  mother  church,  and  her  pastors  have 
been  regarded  by  the  princes  and  theii'  followers,  is 
manifest,  beyond  dispute,  to  the  whole  world.  And 
you  youiselves,  if  you  are  willing  to  confess  the  truth, 
can  testify  to  all  these  things.  But  in  order  that, 
according  to  the  apostolic  doctrine,  we  may  provide 
that  which  is  good,  not  only  in  the  sight  of  God,  but 
of  men ;  and  lest,  through  a  negligence  of  the  most 
untarnished  reputation  of  the  aforesaid  kingdom,  etc., 
we  be  found  guilty  of  cruelty  toward  those  who  are 
our  neighbors ;  therefore,  having  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord  a  firm  hope,  a  sincere  conscience  and  purpose, 
and  a  sure  orthodox  faith,  we,  by  the  tenor  of  these 
presents,  to  you  and  to  all  the  faithful  in  Christ, 
make  known,  and  maintain,  professing  it  publicly 
with  heart  and  mouth,  that  whatsoever  man,  of  what- 
ever state,  eminence,  dignity,  condition,  grade,  or 
religioQ  he  be,  shall  say  or  assert,  that  in  the  afore- 
said kingdom  of  Bohemia,  etc.,  errors  and  heresies 
have  sprang  up,  and  infected  us  and  other  Christian 
subjects  of  the  aforesaid  realm,  every  and  each  such 
individual,  the  person  only  of  o«r  most  sei'ene  prince, 
our  Lord  Sigisraund,  king  of  the  Komans  and  of 
Hungary  excepted,  whom  we  believe  and  hope  to 
be  guiltless  in  the  premises, — each  such  individual 
directly  U-es  in  Ms  teeth,  as  a  most  wicked  wretch  and 
traitor  toward  the  aforesaid  kingdoms,  and  is  our 
most  perfidious,  and  our  only  most  injurious  heretic, 
the  child  of  all  malice  and  iniquity,  as  well  as  of  the 
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devil,  who  is  a  liar,  and  the  father  of  the  same. 
N"everthelesa,  leaving  these  aforesaid  wrongs  to  the 
Lord  and  his  vengeance,  which  will  abundantly  mete 
retribution,  to  the  proud,  we  shall  prosecute  them 
further  before  the  apostle  to  be  elected,  whom  God 
will  place  as  oidy  and  unquestioned  pastor  of  his 
holy  church;  to  whom,  God  willing,  we,  as  faithful 
children,  in  all  things  lawful  and  honest,  and  conso- 
nant to  reason  and  the  divine  law,  exhibiting  due 
reverence  and  obedience,  shall  seek  and  demand  in 
regard  to  each  and  all  the  matters  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
institutions  of  the  holy  fathers,  that  fitting  remedy 
be  devised  for  the  satisfaction  of  us  and  the  aforesaid 
kingdom,  etc.  These  things  aforesaid  notwithstand- 
ing, we  will  defend  and  protect  the  law  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Chiist,  and  his  devoted,  humble,  and  constant 
preachers,  even  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  all  fear, 
and  human  statutes  enacted  to  the  contrarj'-,  being 
cast  beneath  our  feet. — Given  at  Prague,  Sept.  2, 
A.  D.  1415,  in  full  council  of  magnates,  barons,  lords, 
and  nobles  of  the  realm  of  Bohemia  and  the  march 
of  Moravia,  with  the  affix  of  our  seals."  ^ 

The  council  could  not  m^take  the  tone  of  this 
letter.  It  was  bold,  manly,  and  even  defiant.  It 
breathed  a  deep  and  indignant  sense  of  wrong.  It 
expressed  the  only  too  unanimous  convictions  of  the 
nation.  The  violation  of  the  imperial  safe-conduct 
was  an  act,  the  infamy  and  outrage  of  which  were 
palpable  to  the  most  rude  and  unlettered.  The  com- 
mon people  and  barons  alike  were  already  arraign- 

■  Mou.  Hus.,  i.  18, 19. 
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ing  and  condemning  it  in  no  measured  terms.  And 
now  the  letter  of  the  Bohemians,  witii  tlie  report  of 
what  was  taking  place  at  Prague,  forced  the  council 
80  far  to  pay  homage  to  the  sentiments  of  public 
morality  as  to  make  at  least  an  attempt  to  vindicate 
tlie  breach  of  public  faith  with  which  they  them- 
selves and  the  emperor  stood  charged.  The  council 
first  discusses  the  validity  of  safe-conducts,  given  to 
heretics  by  secular  princes.^  "The  present  synod 
declares  that  every  safe-conduct  gi-anted  by  the  em- 
peror, by  the  kings  and  other  secular  princes,  to 
heretics,  or  persons  accused  of  heresy  in  the  hope  of 
bringing  them  back  from  their  eiTors,  must  in  no 
way  serve  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Catholic  faith  or 
ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  nor  prevent  these  persons 
from  being  examined,  judged,  and  punished  according 
as  justice  shall  require,  in  case  these  heretics  shall  re- 
fuse to  revoke  their  errors ;  and  this  to  be,  although 
they  shall  have  come  to  the  place  of  judgment  merely 
and  only  on  the  faith  of  the  safe-conduct.  And  he 
who  shall  have  promised  them  safety  shall  not  in 
this  case  be  under  obligation  to  keep  his  promise,  by 
whatever  pledge  he  may  be  engaged,  since  he  has 
done  all  that  depended  on  him,"  This  general  prin- 
ciple, that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics,  and 
which  outraged  the  public  sentiment  even  of  that 
age,  finds  its  specific  application  in  the  case  which  it 
was  designed  to  cover—that  of  IIuss.  The  decree 
stands  recorded  on  the  same  page  with  the  letter  of 
the  Bohemians,  and  was  evidently  intended  to  meet 
objections   from    that    source.^      "The    most    holy 

'  L'Enfeat,  886.  '  Van  der  Hardt,  it.  621-B32. 
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council,  etc.  Inasmucli  as  some  persons,  ill-disposed 
or  ill-informed,  or  perhaps  assuming  to  be  wiser  tiiau 
they  should  be,  slander  not  only  his  royal  majesty, 
but  even  the  sacred  council,  as  is  reported,  by  their 
cursed  tongues,  in  public  and  in  private,  saying  or  sug- 
gesting that  the  safe-conduct  given  by  our  most  in- 
vincible prince  and  Lord  Sigismund,  king  of  the 
Eoraans  and  of  Hungary,  to  the  late  John '  Huss, 
heresiarch  of  damnable  memory,  was  unduly  violated 
against  justice  and  honor,  while  nevertheless  the 
said  John  Huss,  perversely  assaulting  the  orthodox 
faith,  has  forfeited  all  safe-conduct  and  privilege,  bo 
that  no  faith  or  promise  is,  by  natural,  dirine,  or  hu- 
man law,  to  be  kept  with  him,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Catholic  faith;  therefore  this  said  holy  council  de- 
clares, by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  that  the  said 
most  invincible  prince,  in  respect  to  the  late  John 
Huss  aforesaid,  had  done,  according  to  the  obligations 
of  justice,  what  was  permitted,  and  what  became  his 
royal  majesty,  commanding  and  requiring  all  and 
each  of  the  faithful  of  Christ,  of  whatsoever  dignity, 
grade,  eminence,  condition,  state,  or  sex  they  may 
be,  that  none  shall  hereafter  detract  from,  or  speak 
against,  the  holy  council,  or  his  j'oyal  majesty,  in  re- 
gard to  what  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  late  John 
Huss  aforesaid.  And  he  who  shall  violate  this  com- 
mand, is  to  be  punished  as  a  favorer  of  heretical 
pravity,  and  guilty,  beyond  pardon,  of  the  crime 
I/cesw  Majestatisr  * 

It  was  indeed  fitting,  that  deeds  which  would  not 
bear  the  light,  should  be  cloaked  with  apologies. 

'  Maura. 
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Few  criminals  like  to  have  their  conduct  canvassed, 
unless  they  fut-nish  the  commentary  by  the  light  of 
which  it  is  to  be  judged.  The  council  at  least  found 
that  their  policy  did  not  bear  discussion  weU,  and 
therefore  employed  all  their  art  and  skill  to  draw 
up  a  plausible  defence.  But  their  apology  was  only 
an  endorsement  of  their  crime.  No  slander  of  their 
enemies  could  be  so  damaging  as  their  libel  upon 
themselves,  when,  to  excuse  the  infamy  of  a  single 
act,  they  adopted  the  broad  principle  that  faith  was 
not  to  be  kept  with  heretics.  And  yet  this  was  the 
only  resource  left  them.  It  was  the  only  semblance 
of  a  moral  rule  which  could  be  invented,  on  which 
to  base  and  defend  their  extraordiuary  course.  But 
the  Bohemians  were  not  duped  by  its  sophistry.  It 
required  some  deeper  casuistry  to  satisfy  them,  or 
suppress  their  instincts  and  convictions  of  what  was 
right  and  just.  They  never  forgot  the  outrage  on 
pubHc  faith  of  which  their  enemies  had  been  guilty. 
And  yet  up  to  this  point  they  had  no  intention  of 
breaking  with  the  Romish  church.  With  their  let- 
ter to  the  council,  they  sent  deputies  who  were  to 
speak  publicly  in  defence  of  their  course.  Anxious 
for  the  spread  and  success  of  the  gospel  as  they  had 
heard  it  from  the  lips  of  Huss,  they  resolved  that 
all  the  churches  throughout  the  kingdom  should  be 
provided  with  faithful  pastors,  who  should  preach 
the  word  of  God  without  molestation ;  that  if  a  priest 
was  accused  of  any  error,  he  should  be  cited  before 
his  bishop,  in  order,  if  he  should  be  convinced  of 
having  taught  any  doctrine  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God,  that  he  might  be  punished  and  expelled ;  that 
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if  a  bishop  should  chance  to  condemn  and  punish 
secretly,  of  his  own  individual  impulse  and  through 
hatred  of  the  gospel,  any  priest  not  convicted  of  error, 
no  such  bishop  should  be  any  more  allowed  to  cite  a 
priest  before  him,  but  the  matter  should  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  university,  to  be  examined 
according  to  holy  scripture ;  that  priests  of  their 
dependence  should  be  required  to  allow  the  escom- 
mucications  of  their  bishops,  and  obey  them  when 
they  were  legitimate,  but,  on  the  contrary,  resist  them 
when  they  were  unjust  or  precipitate,  and  launched 
through  hatred  of  the  word  of  God,  or  any  other 
cause  which  could  not  be  lawfully  known.  And  they 
declare  that  they  are  fully  purposed  to  obey  from 
the  heart  the  lawful  citations  and  excommunications 
of  their  bishops.  The  assembly  then  expresses  its  ear- 
nest prayer  that  it  will  please  God  speedily  to  bestow 
npon  the  church  a  good  pope,  in  order  that  they 
may  bring  before  hira  their  lawful  complaints ;  and 
they  declare  that  they  will  obey  him  in  all  which  he 
shall  command  conformable  to  the  word  of  God.^ 

Nothing  more  strikingly  manifests  the  influence  of 
the  doctrines  of  Huss,  or  their  prevalence  through- 
out Bohemia,  than  the  respect  which  is  here,  and 
throughout  all  their  proceedings,  testified  by  the  as- 
sembly for  the  authority  of  the  scriptures.  They 
did  not  as  yet  perceive  the  fatal  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  claims  of  the  council  or  the  church,  and 
the  position  which  they  had  themselves  assumed. 
They  were  simple  enough  to  believe  that  if  they 
were  faithful  to  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  gospel, 

'  Mob.  Hub.  1  11,  IS. 
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tiey  were  faithful  subjects  of  the  Romish  church. 
The  council,  however,  was  more  fully  aware  of  the 
bearing  and  tendency  of  the  principles  avowed  by 
the  Bohemians.  They  saw  that  if  scripture  was  al- 
lowed to  be  the  test  of  truth  and  doctrine,  the  coun- 
cil itself  was  but  of  secondary  authority.  Its  claims 
were  invalid.  Its  sentence  was  of  but  small  account. 
Nor  were  they  stapid  enough  to  disregard  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  popular  commotion  at  Prague,  There 
was  no  one  there  on  whose  fidelity  they  could  rely. 
The  aj'chbishop  himself  was  powerless,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  he  already  leaned  to  the  doctrines  of  Jaco- 
bel,  which  he  subsequently  embraced.  The  king  was 
unreliable  and  inefficient  at  the  best,  while  all  the 
fragments  of  manliness  left  in  him  were  but  so  much 
tinder  for  kindling  his  resentment  against,  the  coun- 
cil. 

Among  the  nobles  of  his  court,  moreover,  the  one 
who  had  perhaps  the  strongest  influence  over  him 
was  John  de  Trocznow,  his  chamberlain.  This  was 
the  man  who  afterward  became  so  famous  under  the 
name  Ziska,  or  one-eyed,  for  the  bold  hero  had  lost 
an  eye  in  battle.  Ziska  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  successful  generals  of  his  age.  He 
was  born  of  a  poor  but  noble  family  in  the  village 
whose  name  he  bore.  The  memory  of  a  sister,  so  it 
is  narrated,  who  had  been  seduced  and  violated  by 
an  ecclesiastic,  had  kindled  and  fed  his  resentment 
against  the  whole  monkish  and  priestly  order,^  The 
treatment  of  Huss  and  Jerome  had  reawakened  all 
his  past  indignation,  and    excited  within  him   the 

'  L'Enfent,  331. 
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deep  but  temporarily  smothered  purpose  to  avenge 
tlie  outrage.  He  brooded  gloomily  over  tbe  national 
insult.  His  features  bore  the  marka  of  his  abstrac- 
tion,—engrossed  in  the  one  thought  of  avenging  the 
wrong  which  he,  as  an  individual,  suffered  in  common 
with  the  nation.  The  king  observed  him,  on  one  oc- 
casion, walking  in  the  court  of  the  royal  palace,  lost 
in  revery.  He  called  him,  and  asked  what  was  the 
matter  that  occupied  his  thoughts  so  intensely. 
"  The  grievous  affront,"  said  he,  "  which  the  punish- 
ment of  John  Huss  has  offered  to  the  Bohemian 
nation."  "  Neither  you  nor  I,"  said  Wenzel,  "  are  in 
circumstances  to  avenge  this  affi-ont ;  but  if  you  can 
devise  the  means  to  do  it,  take  coui-age,  and  avenge 
yonr  compatnots,"  These  words  confirmed  Ziska  in 
his  bold  purpose.''  He  at  once  began  to  devise 
measures  to  execute  it.  The  permission  of  the  king, 
who  was  but  a  cipher,  gave  him  yet  an  immense  ad- 
vantage, by  the  mere  authority  it  conferred.  It  re- 
lieved him  from  all  apprehension,  for  the  present  at 
least,  of  any  obstruction  to  his  designs  from  the  fickle 
and  dissolute  monarch.  The  magnates  and  nobles  of 
the  land  would  now  venture  to  speak  out,  in  the  fear- 
less tone  they  had  used  ia  their  letter  to  the  council. 
The  doctors  at  Constance  could  judge  by  that  tone, 
of  the  strength  and  unanimity  of  the  national  feel- 
ing. 

*  L'Enlant,  331. 
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COMMieeiOJJ  IM  jEHOMB'a  Case.  — A  New  One  Appointed.  —  Gerson  on  the 
Mktuod  of  Dealing  With  Heretics.  —  New  Chakoes  Aoaihst  Jerome.  —  Re- 
poet   PROM    THE   CONPEBENCE    WITH    BENEDICT.  —  HlS   TeEHS.  — ThE   EmPEHOr'S 

DisBDST.  — Spanish  PROPOsmoNS.  —  Cheehimo  Iktblligbncb.  — Defection  op 
TmcENT  Ferrara  frou  Benedict.  —His  Wonoekfdl  Career  as  a  Preacher 
—  His  OiFis,  Bioquence,  and  Virtdes.  — The  Emperor  at  Paris.  — He  En- 
deavors TO  Seodre  a  Peace  Between  France  and  Bnqi^nd.  —  Petit's  Case 
IN  THE  Council.  — Sermon  Of  Theodorio  Of  Mcnstee.  — Ibtective  Asainst  the 
Clergy. 

Dec.  19,  1415  — Feb.  16,  1416. 

In  the  council  there  were  those  who  were  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  treating  Jerome  with  leniency. 
They  doubtless,  and  wisely,  imagined  that  it  was  the 
most  prudent  course  to  be  satisfied  with  his  retrac- 
tion. More  would  thus  be  gained  for  the  authority 
of  the  council  than  by  sending  him  to  the  flames. 
There  might,  moreover,  be  danger  in  offering  a  new 
provocation  to  the  Bohemians.  But  the  enemies  of 
Jerome  were  bent  on  barning  him.  They  professed 
to  have  no  faith  in  the  retraction  he  had  offered,  and 
probably  they  were  sincere.  They  knew  that  he  had 
been  "  convinced  against  his  will,"  if  convinced  at  all, 
and  they  did  not  intend  that  he  should  thus  escape. 
They  therefore  busied  themselves  in  raking  together 
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new  accusations.  Causis  and  Paletz  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  zeal  in  the  matter.  They  urged 
his  enemies  at  Prague  to  dr'aw  up  new  accusations,* 
Charges  that  before  had  not  been  thought  of,  were 
now  devised.  His  enemies  insisted  that  he  should 
he  called  to  undergo  a  new  tiiaJ.  His  judges,  the 
cardinals  of  Cambray,  Hrsinis,  Aqnilea,  and  Florence, 
opposed  the  application.  They  represented — with 
prudence,  if  not  some  lingering  of  conscientious 
feeling— that  such  a  course  would  be  unjust,  and  that 
Jerome,  having  shown  obedience  to  the  council,  must 
be  set  at  liberty. 

But  this  show  of  clemency  only  irritated  the  ene- 
mies of  Jerome.  Kason,  the  president  of  the  German 
nation,  whom  we  have  seen  urging  the  condemnation 
of  the  piisoner,  is  said  to  have  replied  to  these  rep- 
resentations with  much  asperity.*  "  We  are  much 
surprised,  most  reverend  fathers,"  said  he,  "  that  you 
are  willing  to  intercede  for  this  wicked  heretic,  who 
has  done  us  so  much  mischief  in  Bohemia,  and  who 
might  yet  do  you  the  same,  I  am  quite  apprehen- 
sive that  you  have  received  presents  from  these  here- 
tics, or  from  the  king  of  Bohemia,"'  Such  language 
was  extremely  irritating.  The  cardinals  regarded  it 
as  an  insult.  Unwilling  to  be  driven  by  Such  invid- 
ious accusations  or  suspicions  to  further  process 
against  Jerome,  they  chose  to  thi'ow  up  their  office, 
and  ask  as  a  commission  to  be  discharged.  Their 
request  was  granted.  The  enemies  of  Jerome  tri- 
umphed in  securing  the  appointment  of  a  new 
commission.     At  the  head  of  it  stood  the  Patriarch 

'  L'Enfant,  340.  '  lb.,  S41,  '  Mon.  Hus.,  ii  862, 
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of  Constantiaople,  who  had  shown  the  spirit  of  an 
nni'elenting  persecutor,  in  urging  forward  the  sen- 
tence and  execution  of  Huss.  Gei-son,  moreover, 
joined  the  assailants  of  Jerome.  On  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  October  he  had  produced  a  treatise  on  the 
subject  "  Of  Kecanting  and  Protesting  in  Matters  of 
Faith,"  ^  Jerome's  name  is  not  mentioned  in  it,  but 
it  is  evident  that  it  was  aimed  at  fiim.  Its  whole 
scope  is  to  show,  that  though  a  man  may  recant,  he 
may  do  it  in  such  a  way,  or  it  may  be  accompanied 
with  such  evidences,  as  to  leave  him  still  under  sus- 
picion of  heresy.  Gerson  thus  volunteered  to  become 
the  casuist  of  the  enemies  of  Jerome.  He  maintains 
that  there  are  men  with  whom  ignorance  is  crime ; 
and  among  these  he  classes  those  whom  he  'describes 
in  drawing  the  picture  of  Jerome  himself — men  pos- 
sessed of  natural  vivacity  of  mind,  a  shrewd  judg- 
ment, the  faculty  of  discernment,  remarkable  learn- 
ing, extensive  acquaintance  with  scripture,  or  with 
canon  and  civil  law.  Moreover,  the  question  is 
asked,  May  not  a  man  sin  against  his  conscience  by 
recanting?  "The  answer,"  says  Gerson,  "is  plain. 
He  must  lay  aside  his  conscience  in  the  case  supposed, 
of  his  obstinacy."  The  treatise  of  Gerson  is  a  fine 
piece  of  casuistry.  He  evidently  disliked  boldly  to 
arraign  the  case  of  Jerome ;  but  he  weaves  his  web 
skilfully  around  it,  and  overlays  it  with  suspicions. 
The  tendency  of  his  argument  would  be  to  encourage 
Jerome's  assailants,  Gerson's  dislike  of  the  man 
seems  to  have  been  even  greater  than  that  which  he 
felt  toward  Huss.     Undoubtedly  he  was  conscien- 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iii,  40. 
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tious  io  considering  Him  a  dangerous  heretic.  He 
was,  perhaps,  the  only  man  in  Europe  who  could 
fairly  be  considered  Gerson's  rival  in  those  very  arts 
in  which  he  excelled.  As  a  disputant,  he  would  have 
hesitated  on  no  occasion  to  challenge  the  great  chan- 
cellor himself.  The  two  men  were,  moreover,  opposed 
in  their  philosophical  views,  and  Jerome  had  shown 
himself  an  able  champion  of  the  Eealists.  Could 
Gerson's  mind  have  been  warped  by  these  consider- 
ations? It  is  more  than  possible.  The  fervency  of 
his  feelings  sometimes  blinded  his  judgment.  The 
noble  beaiing  and  matchless  eloquence  of  Jerome 
won  him  friends  in  the  council,  but  Gerson  was  not 
among  them.  The  generosity  of  his  heart  was  seared 
by  prejudice,  and  in  cherishing  that  prejudice  he 
thought  to  do  God  service.  But  the  most  diligent 
efforts  were  made,  by  persons  even  less  disinterested 
than  Gerson,  for  Jerome's  condemnation.  Intelli- 
gence of  his  retraction  had  reached  Prague,  and  his 
enemies  there  became  apprehensive  lest,  after  all,  he 
might  escape.  The  monl^  especially,  who  had  been 
stung  by  his  insults  and  contempt,  were  resolved  to 
spare  no  effort  to  secure  the  doom  of  their  destined 
victim.'  New  charges  were  drawn  up  against  him 
and  forwarded  to  the  council,  where  the  sincerity  of 
his  abjuration  was  already  strongly  suspected.  The 
bearers  of  the  new  list  of  accusations  were  Carmelite 
friars  from  Prague.  They  demanded  that  Jerome 
should  again  be  put  upon  his  trial,  and  required  to 
answer  to  the  charges  which  they  should  present.'' 
In  spite  of  the  protest  of  Jerome  against  this  new 

'  Mon.  Hub.,  ii  861,  862,  •  L'Enfant,  340,  380. 
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iojustioe,  and  tlie  objections  of  the  commission  who 
had  hitherto  conducted  his  case,  the  monks,  aided  "by 
Pfiletz  and  Causis,  and  especially  by  Gerson,  finally 
succeeded  in  carrying  their  point.  In  this  they  were 
materially  aided  by  the  sympathies  of  the  new  com- 
mission, composed  of  members  more  of  their  own 
stamp. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  1416,  the  am- 
bassadors who  had  accompanied  the  emperor  to 
Spain,  returned  to  make  their  report  to  the  council.' 
The  king  of  Aragon  had  died ;  but  Ferdinand,  his 
successor,  had  manifested  a  disposition  to  comply 
with  the  views  and  suatain  the  policy  of  the  emperor. 
He  resolved  to  withdraw  obedience  from  Benedict, 
unless  be  would  abdicate  the  pontificate.  But  the 
old  man  was  not  to  be  moved  by  any  such  terrors. 
He  still  refused  to  recede  from  his  terms."  He  de- 
manded the  rejection  of  the  council  of  Pisa,  the  dis- 
solution of  that  of  Constance,  the  convocation  of 
another  near  his  own  obedience,  bis  own  confirmation 
as  pope,  and  provision  for  his  honorable  mainte- 
nance on  his  resigning  his  dignity.  He  maintained, 
throughout  all  the  conferences,  that  he  was  the  true 
pope,  and  that  though  this  might  reasonably 
have  been  doubted  before,  it  could  be  doubted  no 
longer,  since  one  of  his  rivals  had  resigned,  and  the 
other  had  been  deposed.  He  maintained  that  It  was 
not  he  who  was  guilty  of  keeping  up  the  schism,  but 
the  council  of  Constance,  since,  in  order  to  end  it,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  recognize  his  claims  ;  that  to 
proceed  to  a  new  election  would  be  only  to  renew 

■  Van  der  Hart,  ir.  583.  "  De  Vrie,  apud.    Van  der  Hardt.  L  203,  204 
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the  schism,  since  there  would  then  be  two  popes ;  that 
he  was  resolved  to  maintain  his  right  to  his  last 
hreath,  "because  he  could  not  in  conscience  abandon 
the  vessel  which  God  had  committed  to  his  care ;  that 
as  his  age  increased,  he  was  the  more  bound  to  dis- 
charge his  duty,  and  resist  with  all  his  might  the 
storm  raised  against  him ;  moreover,  if  for  peace' 
sake  another  pope  was  needed,  he  alone  could  be 
elected,  for  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  cardinals  that 
had  been  promoted  to  that  office  before  the  schism 
by  Gregory  XI.,  and  that  consequently  he,  as  the 
only  one  whose  promotion  was  indisputable,  was 
eligible  to  the  office,  even  on  the  principles  of  his 
enemies  themselves.  It  is  said  that  for  seven  long 
hours  the  old  man  continued  his  harangue,  without 
showing  any  fatigue  either  in  his  countenance  or  the 
tones  of  his  voice,  although  he  had  almost  reached 
his  threescore  years  and  ten,^ 

The  emperor  saw  that  any  attempt  to  conquer  the 
resolution  of  Benedict  was  vain,  while  his  conditions 
were  utterly  inadmissible.  His  show  of  compliance 
had  been  but  part  of  the  game  which  he  was  re- 
solved to  play  out,  and  thus  amuse  the  world  with 
hopes  never  to  be  realized.  The  emperor,  with  the 
ambassadors  of  the  council,  withdrew  in  disgust. 
He  was  about  to  return  to  Germany.  Biit  the  king 
of  Aragon,  with  the  ambassadors  of  Castile,  Navarre, 
and  Scotland,  as  well  as  others  of  Benedict's  obe- 
dience, who  had  now  come  to  a  better  knowledge  of 
his  character,  sent  to  the  emperor  at  Narbonne,  beg- 
ging him  not  to  hasten  his  departure.     They  assured 

'  L'Eniant,  S56. 
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him  that  Benedict  should  yet  cede,  or  be  abandoned 
by  his  whole  obedience. 

Ifegotiations  were  consequently  resumed.  The 
ambassadors  of  the  empevoi'  returned  to  Perpignan, 
The  kings  and  princes  exerted  themselves  to  the 
utmost  to  overcome  the  old  man's  obstinacy.  They 
were  met  at  every  point,  however,  by  the  artifice  and 
subtlety  of  Benedict.  All  their  persuasions  and 
arguments  were  lost  upon  him.  Theix'  threat  of  with- 
drawing their  obedience  produced  no  effect.  At  last 
matters  reached  such  a  crisis  of  exasperation  and  ex- 
citement, that  there  wag  dang  er  of  violence.  Bene- 
dict seized  his  moment,  and  withdrew  secretly  from 
the  city.  He  did  this,  says  Niem,  in  concert  with. 
Ferdinand,  with  whom  he  had  a  secret  understanding. 
This,  however,  was  but  a  public  rumor.  Benedict 
withdrew  to  Callionre  on  the  sea  coast.  But  even  here 
he  was  followed  by  deputies,  who  urged  him  to  cede 
and  acknowledge  the  council  of  Constance,  which  he 
might  do  by  sending  his  attorneys  to  Perpignan,  or 
by  coming  there  in  person.  In  case  of  his  refusal, 
he  was  to  be  threatened  with  harsher  measures.  But 
even  here,  Benedict,  who  saw  himself  virtually  a 
prisoner — for  the  deputies  had  taken  pains  to  seize 
his  galleys  and  prevent  his  escape — replied  haughtily 
that  he  should  still  abi'de  by  the  declarations  which 
he  bad  made  at  Perpignan,  whence  he  had  withdrawn 
only  that  he  was  restricted  of  his  liberty,  and  that-  he 
should  not  give  any  more  explicit  answer  till  he  had 
reached  the  place  foi'  which  he  had  set  out.  Even 
this  was  not  enough  to  show  his  defiant  spirit.  He 
ridiculed  the  pretended  care  of  Ferdinand  for  the 
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Catholic  cliurch.  That  was  his  own  but^iness,  lie 
said,  as  legitimate  pontiff.  He  moreover  hurled  his 
fulminations  against  all, — cardinals,  patriarchs,  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  kings,  and  emperors, — threatening 
them  with  the  spiritual  and  temporal  power,  if  they 
dared  on  this  point  to  usurp  auy  of  his  rights.  Bene- 
dict's cardinals  also  were  summoned  to  Perpjgnan. 
At  first  they  replied  in  the  spirit  of  their  master. 
On  the  second  summons — with  the  exception  of  the 
cardinals  connected  with  his  own  family— they  all 
forsook  him  for  the  conference  at  Perpignan. 

Benedict's  affairs  were  in  a  desperate  condition. 
But  the  heroic  old  man  did  not  despond.  A  tame 
submission  he  despised.  He  found  means  to  escape 
from  Callioure,  and  fled  to  Peuiscola,  some  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  his  enemies,  upon  the  sea-coast.  The 
place  was  a  strong  one,  and  it  was  said  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  house  of  Luna.''  Here  Benedict  could 
at  least  more  safely  defy  his  enemies.  But  they  fol- 
lowed him  even  to  Peniscola.  A  third  and  last 
deputation  was  sent  him,  requiring  him  to  cede.  But 
like  those  that  preceded  it,  it  proved  futile.  Bene- 
dict replied,^  that  he  could  not  recognize  the  council 
of  Constance,  inasmuch  as  it  was  held  in  a  city  sub- 
ject to  tbe  emperor,  who  managed  everthiug  there 
just  he  chose,  as  was  exemplified  in  the  case  of  John 
XXm.,  whose  safe-conduct  had  been  violated.  He 
maintained  that  the  emperor  persisted'  in  continuing 
the  council  in  that  city,  only  in  ordei-  to  elect  a  pope 
devoted  to  his  own  interests,  that  he  might  do  as  he 
pleased  in  Italy,  and  seize  upon  the  possessions  of 

'  L'EnfiDt,  SB6.  '  Van  der  Hardt,  ii.  61B. 
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the  church.  He  declared,  moreover,  that  he  could 
not  accept  a  council  composed  of  the  cardinals  of 
John  XXIII.  and  Gregory  XII.,  because  this  would 
be  joining  schismatics  to  his  own  Catholic  subjects  ; 
and  beside  all,  he  did  not  deem  that  the  place  where 
the  council  was  to  be  held  should  be  left  to  the  op- 
tion of  the  emperor ;  that  for  these  reasons  he  could 
not  cede  the  pontificate  without  sinning  against  God 
and  scandalizing  the  church,  at  least  since  his  enemies 
were  unwilling  to  accept  the  conditions  on  which  he 
offered  to  cede.  He  added,  also,  that  it  did  not  be- 
long to  the  council  to  choose  a  pope,  but  to  the  col- 
lege of  cardinals ;  that  his  reasons  for  withdrawal 
were  not  false,  as  had  been  pretended,  and  that  the 
attempts  that  were  made  upon  him  every  day  were 
his  sufficient  justifleatioa.  Moreover,  he  protested 
against  all  that  should  be  done  in  regard  to  himself, 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  schismatic,  as  null  and  void. 
As  to  the  reports  that  were  circulated,  that  the  king 
of  Aragon  wag  on  the  point  of  withdrawing  from 
his  obedience,  and  engaging  others  to  unite  them- 
selves with  him  in  aiding  the  emperor  and  council  in 
proceeding  against  him,  and  deposing  him  from  the 
pontificate,  he  besought  them  by  the  bowels  of  di- 
vine mercy  not  to  afford  occasion  for  such  a  scandal, 
which,  so  far  from  putting  an  end  to  the  schism, 
would  only  cherish  and  extend  it.  He  represented 
that  the  king  of  Aragon,  especially,  could  not  listen 
to  such  counsels  without  rebellion  against  himself, 
since  of  him  he  held  his  states,  was  his  feudatory, 
and  had  given  him  the  oath  of  fidelity.  He  added, 
that  even  though  these  protestations  should  not  reach. 
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the  ears  of  those  for  whom  tliey  were  intended,,  he 
should  not  fail  to  px'oceed  against  them  in  all  requi- 
site ways,  as  he  was  authorized  and  even  bound  by 
the  interests  of  the  church  to  do ;  and  he  referred 
them,  for  a  commentary  upon  his  words,  to  one  of  his 
bulls,  given  at  Mai-seilles  in  1407.  Yet,  to  show  that 
he  had  ever  at  heart  the  union  of  the  church,  he  de- 
clared that  with  this  object  he  had  already  convoked  a 
council  for  the  month  of  February  next  ensuing,  and  he 
urgently  besought  the  king  of  Aragon  not  to  employ 
menace,  as  he  was  said  to  have  done,  to  prevent  the 
prelates  from  assembling.  He  said,  finally,  that  hav- 
ing learned  that  his  enemies  had  published  that  he 
had  advanced  in  his  disconrses  or  writings  proposi- 
tions contrary  to  the  Catholic  faith,  he  declared  that 
if  such  were  the  case — though  he  did  not  believe  it 
— he  disavowed  them,  as  having  been  always  inviola- 
bly attached  to  the  faith  of  the  church,  to  whose 
judgment  he  referred  himself  for  all  that  might  be 
alleged  against  him. 

Such  obstinacy  on  the  part  of  Benedict  disgusted 
many  of  those  who,  «p  to  this  time,  had  still  adhered 
to  him,  and  they  now  determined  to  withdraw  from 
him  their  obedience.  By  them  proptraitions  were 
sent  to  !Narbonne,  to  the  emperor  and  his  council,^ 
These  were,  in  substance:  1.  That  the  three  obedi- 
ences assemble  and  compose  a  conncil  without  the 
permission  of  Benedict,  and  without  being  under 
the  necessity  of  making  any  further  requisition  of 
him.  2.  That  they  proceed  against  the  said  Bene- 
dict, and  do  all  that  they  shall  judge  to  be  fitting 

'  L'EDfont,  359. 
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foi"  the  union  of  the  church,  3.  That  whatevei' 
process  or  anathema  be  designed  against  Benedict, 
it  Hhall  be  sustained  by  all,  or  a  greater  part  of,  those 
who  in  the  council  were  of  the  obedience  of  Bene- 
dict. 

Upon  this  ensued  a  war  of  protests  and  manifes- 
toes. The  Archbishop  of  Touib  took  up  the  defence 
of  the  emperor  and  the  council,  in  a  document  ad- 
dressed to  the  Catholic  church.  He  gave  a  brief 
history  of  the  schism,  the  means  employed  to  put 
an  end  to  it,  and  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  by 
the  obstinacy  and  inconsistencies  of  Benedict.  The 
archbishop  closed  by  exhorting  all  Christendom  to 
regard  hira  as  a  common  enemy.  The  ambassadoi'S 
of  the  princes  now  entered  into  consultation  with  the 
emperor,  and,  in  'view  of  the  obstinacy  of  Benedict, 
agreed,  on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  1415,  to 
twelve  articles  known  as  "  The  Capitulation  of  Nar- 
bonne."'  These  articles  were  skilfully  framed.  They 
allowed  the  council  of  Constance  to  be  called  merely 
an  assembly,  and  not  a  council,  until  those  of  the 
obedience  of  Benedict  were  united  with  it.  Both 
parties  were  to  write  lettere  of  summons  to  form  a 
council  at  Constance,  while  those  already  there  were 
to  speak  of  themselves  as  "  the  cardinals,  patiiarchs, 
archbishops,  bishops,  etc.,  assembled  at  Constance." 
In  general  nothing  was  to  be  done  or  allowed  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  who  had  hitherto  been  of  the 
obedience  of  Benedict.  The  proceedings  of  the 
council  of  Pisa  were  to  be  regarded  as  null,  since  in 
case  of  their  validity  the  Spaniards  would  be  con- 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  ii,  6*2. 
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victed  of  having  obeyed  a  deposed  pope.  All  the 
decrees  of  Gregory  against  the  obedience  of  Bene 
diet  were  to  be  q^uashed.  The  cardinals  of  Benedict 
were  to  be  received  ad  eund&m  in  the  council.  The 
members  of  his  court  were  to  be  provided  for. 
Those  who  had  hitherto  adhered  to  him  should  see 
to  it,  that  in  case  of  his  death  no  successor  was 
elected  in  his  place.  Safe-conducts  were  to  be  pro- 
cured by  the  emperor  for  Benedict  or  his  officials,  if 
they  wished  to  attend  the  council  to  prosecute  the 
business  of  his  cession. 

With  these  ai-ticles,  the  archbishop  presented  to 
the  council  two  other  documents.  One  of  these  waa 
an  edict  of  the  king  oi  Aragon,  by  which  he  re- 
nounced the  obedience  of  Benedict,  and  enjoined  his 
subjects  to  follow  his  example.  The  other  was  a 
letter,  stating  that  the  kings  of  Castile  and  Navarre, 
with  the  counts  De  Fois  and  Armagnac,  had  resolved 
to  pursue  the  same  course.  The  result  was  hailed 
with  the  greatest  joy.  Public  thanksgivings  were 
ordered  for  the  favorable  issue  of  the  negotiations, 
so  soon  as  they  were  known  at  the  council.  They 
were  published  by  the  sound  of  trumpet  through 
the  whole  city  of  Constance.  A  public  procession 
was  announced,  which  took  place  the  next  day 
(January  30,  1416)  with  imposing  pomp. 

One  of  the  greatest  blows  to  the  cause  of  Bene- 
dict was  the  defection  of  Vincent  of  Ferrara,  by 
universal  consent  the  most  eloquent  preacher  of  his 
age.  He  belonged  to  the  Dominican  order,  and  was 
at  this  time  its  most  distinguished  ornament.  He 
had  been  Benedict's  confessor,  and  master  of  the 
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sacred  palace.  He  was  born  at  Valeiieia,  A.  D.  1350, 
and  early  distinguished  himself  for  his  extraordinary 
attainments.  His  days  and  nights  were  devoted  with 
tireless  assiduity  to  study.  He  read  and  re-read  the 
fathers;  but  the  Bible  was  his  favorite  book.  In 
this  we  recognize  the  fountain  from  which  he  im- 
bibed that  zealous,  humble,  and  devoted  spirit,  which 
he  manifested  in  the  midst  of  all  the  corruptions  of 
his  age.  His  eloquence  and  sanctity  soon  won  for 
him  the  title  of  the  Apostle  of  the  West.^  His  labors 
were  wonderful.  He  travelled  over  Europe,  master- 
ing the  language  of  each  people,  and  addressing 
them  with  unwonted  earnestness  ia  their  own  ver- 
nacular. The  discernment  of  Benedict  led  him  to 
attach  to  himself  and  his  court  the  most  able  and 
talented  men.  He  induced  Clemengis  to  become  his 
secretary,  and  Vincent  his  confessor.  One  was  the 
most  eloquent  writer  and  the  other  the  most  eloquent 
preacher  of  the  age.  Both  long  cherished  an  affec- 
tionate regard  for  Benedict,  even  after  the  vices  of 
his  court  had  driven  them  from  Avignon  for  purer 
air.  In  fact,  the  most  valuable  testimony  to  the 
merit  of  Benedict  is  found  in  the  continued  adher- 
ence of  two  such  men, — both  able,  both  incorrupti- 
ble, both  indignant  protestants  against  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  church,  and  diligent  students  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures.  To  Vincent,  the  commou  people 
ascribed  the  power  of  working  miracles—a  claim  in 

'  A  quite  full  account  of  the  life,  and  "  Ilistorie  des  Hommes  Illustres 

labors,  and  character  of  Vincent  Fer-  d  I'Ordre  de  St.  Dominic,  torn.  It.  Pa- 

rara  is  to  be  found  in  an  article  of  the  ria,  1T46.    With  tlie  fervor  of  a  Bnx- 

"  Pcee.  Quarterly  Review,"  for  July,  ter,  Vincent  combined  the  missionary 

1860.  The  materials  for  it  were  drawn  zeal  aad  aotivity  of  a  Whitcfield 
Inuiily  &om  the  Letters  of  Clements, 


dbyGoogle 


C^VL]  ELOQUENCE   OF   TIKCENT   FEBEAKA.  187 

his  behalf  which  ia  them  was  natural,  in  view  of  his 
amazing  gifts,  his  wondrous  eloquence,  and  the  mul- 
tiplied conversiona  of  which  he  was  the  instrument, — 
but  a  claim  which  we  have  no  evidence  that  he  sanc- 
tioned himself. 

The  stories  of  his  ability  and  success  as  a  preacher 
border  indeed  on  the  miraculous,  but  are  well  at- 
tested. He  was  the  itinerant  apostle  of  Western 
Europe.  Wherever  he  went  his  fame  preceded  him, 
and  thronging  thousands  hung  entranced  upon  his 
lips.  "Men  of  every  grade,  order,  and  dignity,"  says 
Cleraengis,  "welcomed  him  as  if  he  had  been  an 
angel  of  God."  His  knowledge  of  scripture,  his 
lucid  exposition  and  apposite  adaptation  of  it,  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  this  learned  es-rector  of  the 
University  of  Paris.  The  word  of  God,  from  hia 
mouth,  had  such  a  burning,  blading  power,  that  the 
coldest  and  most  frozen  hearts  were  melted  into 
penitence.^  The  most  obdurate  were  forced  to  cry 
out  in  the  groans  and  anguish  of  conviction.  His 
delivery,  his  gesture,  the  whole  expression  of  his 
person,  contributed  to  the  effect.  Sometimes  he  per- 
sonated others,  and  made  his  sermons  assume  the  form 
of  dialogue.  The  farmer  quitted  his  harvest  field, 
the  artisan  forsook  his  worshop,  to  catch  a  sight  oi 
to  bear  the  voice  of  the  wonderful  man.  Nor  did 
he  speak  only  in  the  cities  or  villages.  No  church 
could  have  held  the  crowds  that  flocked  to  heaj 
him.  He  took  his  stand  in  the  broad  plain,  where 
thousands  might  be  gathered  to  listen  to  his  voice, 
They  came  from  leagues  around,  and  many  of  them 

'  Clements  Lit.  p.  31S. 
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came  not  in  vain.  They  saw  and  heard,  only  to  be 
convicted,  converted,  and  reformed.  They  found  in 
Vincent  a  John  in  the  wlldernesa,  a  man  severely 
simple  and  abstemious,  whose  life  corresponded  with 
bis  words,  and  who  practised  what  he  preached. 
"He  did  not  belong,"  says  Olemengis,  "to  the  Phari- 
see class,  who  occupy  Moses'  seat,  who  say  and  do 
not."  The  gifts  that  were  offered  him  he  refused. 
True  to  his  vow  of  poverty,  his  fare  was  simple  and 
his  raiment  plain.  He  would  not  own  a  change  of 
raiment,  and  only  accepted  the  offer  of  a  new  gar- 
ment when  the  old  was  worn  out.  Thus  he  went 
from  province  to  province,  and  from  kingdom  to 
kingdom,  leaving  behind  him  in  the  results  of  bis 
labor,  and  the  reform  effected,  the  seals  of  his  min- 
istry. One  of  the  noblest  testimonies  to  his  true 
woi'th  and  integrity  is  the  fact,  that  all  the  public 
applause  that  trumpeted  his  name  over  Europe  left 
him  still  the  same  humble,  devoted,  incori'uptible 
witness  to  the  truth  that  he  was  when  he  firet 
tremblingly  ventured,  at  repeated  solicitations,  to 
ascend  the  pulpit.  His  ability  and  integrity  are  at- 
tested by  the  fact  of  his  appointment  as  an  arbitrator 
in  various  matters,  but  especially  in  one  that  con- 
cerned the  inheritance  of  the  Castilian  crown,^ 

The  defection  of  such  a  man  from  the  cause  of 
Benedict  gave  it  a  mortal  blow  in  the  popular  es- 
teem. The  last  evasions  of  the  obstinate  old  man 
bad  satisfied  him  that  be  was  fully  determined  to 
persist  to  the  last  in  his  schism,  and  Vincent  was  no 
longer  his  dupe.    He  did  all  in  his  power  to  persuade 
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Benedict  to  yield,  but  the  eloquence  tbat  had  swayed, 
nations  was  powerless  to  change  the  purpose  of  hia 
former  master.  From  a  devoted  adherent,  Vincent 
became  a  zealous  opponent.  It  was  he  who  preached 
on  the  occasion  of  the  publication  of  the  edict  for 
withdrawing  obedience,  which  he  himself  read  from 
the  pulpit. 

Vincent's  course  seems  to  have  been  conscientious 
throughout.  In  no  instance  do  we  discover  him  in- 
fluenced by  motives  of  selfish  interest  or  personal 
advantage.  His  renunciation  of  the  pope  bears, 
therefore,  those  marks  of  sincere  conviction  which 
entitle  it  to  our  respect.  We  find  the  effort  after- 
ward made  by  Gerson  to  induce  Vincent  to  come  to 
Constance.'  Undoubtedly  he  would  have  found  in 
him  a  congenial  spirit  and  a  well-wisher,  if  not  a  co- 
laborer  in  his  projects  of  refoi'ra.  But  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Vincent  felt  that  Constance  was 
no  place  for  him,  and  that  bis  powers  would  be  wasted 
upon  an  assembly  of  whose  real  character  he  mnst 
by  this  time  have  been  fully  aware.  Like  Clemen- 
gis,  he  chose  to  keep  space  enough  between  him- 
self and  the  council.  Was  he  suspicious  lest  they 
should  be  inclined  to  question  his  orthodoxy?  They 
might  have  done  so  with  almost  as  much  reason 
as  in  the  case  of  Huss.  His  sympathy  with  the 
Flagellants  at  lea.st  might  have  raised  suspicion  of 
heresy. 

The  Bohemian  reformer  and  the  apostle  of  the 
west  were  brothers  in  spirit,  and  we  can  scarce  doubt 
that  had  they  truly  known  each  other,  they  would 
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have  bid  and  received  a  mutual  good-speed  in  their 
noble  work. 

The  emperor  had  accomplished  all  that  was  possi- 
ble for  him  in  Spain.  The  other  pi-inces,  beside  the 
ting  of  Aragon,  had  given  hopes  of  joining  with  him 
in  renouncing  Benedict's  allegiance.  But  there  was 
opposition  in  their  states,  and  some  wavered.  The 
emperor  directed  his  coarse  to  Paris.  The  great 
battle  of  Agincourt  had  been  fought,  but  a  few  weeks 
previous,  (Oct.  25,  1415,)  and  English  valor  had 
won  the  day.  It  was  a  terrible  blow  to  France. 
The  right  hand  of  her  power  was  cut  off;  her 
army  and  a  large  number  of  her  nobles  and  knights 
were  slain,  or  taken  captive.  The  emperor  sought 
to  restore  peace  to  the  warring  nations.  The  com- 
mon foe  of  Christendom  was  thundering  at  the  gates 
of  the  empire,  and  the  story  of  Turkish  invasion  and 
cruelty  was  ever  ringing  in  Sigismund's  ear.  He 
wished  to  unite  the  nations  in  a  crusading  warfare 
against  the  infidel.  By  his  mediation  he  succeeded 
in  procuring  between  England  and  France  a  truce 
of  ten  years. 

But  already  the  blow  struck  at  Agincourt  was 
producing  its  effect.  The  humiliation  of  the  weak 
king  of  France  was  relatively  the  exaltation  of  the 
powerful  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Henry  V.  of  England 
had  only  fought  the  duke's  battles.  The  fruits  of 
victory  did  not  cross  the  English  channel.  The. 
most  obvious  result  was  that  the  murderer  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  was  delivered  from  all  danger  on 
the  side  of  France.  It  was  all  in  vain  that  at  this 
moment  the  French  king  wrote  to  the  council  to 
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urge  the  condemnation  of  Petit's  propositions.^  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  university  reiterated  its  com- 
plaints.' It  was  in  vain  that  the  emperor  himself 
wrote  once  and  again  expressing  his  indignant  ab- 
horrence of  prioclples  that  exposed  his  own  life  to 
the  stroke  of  the  assassin.*  The  advocates  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  became  more  bold  and  earnest 
in  their  opposition.  A  majority  of  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  eighty-four  doctors,  who  were  directed 
to  give  in  their  written  opinions  on  the  subject,  were 
against  Geraon  and  France.*  These  last  appealed  to 
the  council  in  full  session.  The  discussions  were 
violent  and  protracted.  The  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  proceeding  were  continually  aggravated.  Day 
after  day  the  nations  assembled  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject, but  no  advance  was  made.  Nothing  could  be 
concluded.  The  council  declared  expressly  that  no 
condemnation  of  the  propositions  should  prejudice 
the  person  or  honor  of  individuals. 

The  intelligence  of  the  articles  of  "The  Capitu- 
lation of  Narbonne,"  meanwhile,  (Feb.  4,  1415,) 
reached  Constance.  The  council  assembled  to  hear 
them  read,  and  to  swear  to  their  solemn  observance. 
They  did  this,  not  as  a  council,  but  as  an  assembly 
of  cardinals,  bishops,  etc.  Instead  of  the  Cardinal 
de  Viviers,  the  president  of  the  council,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Tours  was  the  moderator  of  the  assembly. 
Sixteen  cardinals,  more  than  fifty  bishops,  moi'e  than 
twenty  abbots,  and  more  than  one  hundred  ambas- 
sadors and  deputies  took  oath  to  observe  the  articles 
of  "the    capitulation."      Some,   however,    protested 

'  L'Eofant,  Sia.        »  Ib„  SfiB.        '  lb.,  SB*.        '  lb.,  378. 


dbyGoogle 


192  Ln-E  AND  TnrES  or  john  huss.         [Ch.  ti. 

against  poi'tioiis  of  ttem,  or  against  their  being  un- 
derstood in  a  sense  prejudicial  to  what  they  claimed 
as  their  right.^ 

It  was  while  these  mattei-s  and  those  of  John 
Petit  were  occupying  the  public  attention  of  the 
council,  that  Theodoric  of  Munster  (Feb.  16,  1416) 
preached  a  sermon,  in  part  with  reference  to  Bene- 
dict XIIL,  but  mainly  bearing  upon  the  vices  of  the 
clergy  and  the  abuses  of  the  church.*  It  serves 
to  show  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  at  least  a  re- 
spectable minority  of  the  council,  and  how  strongly 
some  of  them  must  have  sympathized  in  a  portion  of 
the  views  of  the  man  whom  they  had  sent  to  the 
stake.  He  took  for  his  text  the  words,  "  Go  ye  also 
into  my  vineyard,"  and  improved  the  occasion,  natu- 
rally, to  condemn  the  indolence  of  the  ecclesiastics, 
and  the  abases  and  disorders  in  which,  it  resulted. 
By  the  vineyard  he  undei-stands,  first,  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, which  the  bishops  and  priests  are  to  cultivate 
by  study ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  church,  which 
is  confided  to  their  care.  The  negligence,  idleness, 
and  vicious  life  of  the  clergy  are  severely  rebuked, 
and  their  conduct  in  leaving  their  flocks  to  indulge 
in  luxury  is  sharply  arraigned.  "Yet,"  says  the 
preacher,  "it  would  be  something  tolerable  if,  in 
their  dislike  to  labor  in  the  vineyard,  they  would  at 
least  serve  as  scarecrows,  to  diive  away  the  birds; 
bat  since  they  merely  spread  around  them  the  stench 
of  their  vices,  they  can  only  be  regarded  as  carrion, 
to  attract  ravenous  beasts  to  trample  and  ravage  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Such  prelates  deserve  to  be 
'  L'Enfent,  366.       '  lb.,  3'ZO. 
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,  not  only  as  useless  servants,  but  as  nuisan- 
ces that  make  others  breathe  their  pestilent  corrup- 
tion  It  is  a  great  error  to  believe,  as  some  do, 

that  a  pope  should  be  deposed  only  for  heresy,  if  by 
this  we  are  not  to  understand  sins  public,  scandalous, 
and  maintained  with  shamelessness  and  obstinacy." 
In  these  words  be  refers  to  the  grounds  on  which 
Benedict  might  be  proceeded  against.  He  then  goes 
on  to  condemn  other  faults  of  the  ecclesiastics :  their 
neglecting  the  study  of  Holy  Scripture,  to  apply 
themselves  to  canon  law  and  the  decretals,  for  pur- 
poses of  gain.  Not  that  he  would  have  the  latter 
absolutely  neglected ;  but  the  principal  study  of  pre- 
lates and  pastors  should  l;)e  the  word  of  God,  in 
order  to  preach,  inasmuch  as  this  is  the  ongina]  au- 
'thority  by  which  all  positive  law — ^wbich,  moreover, 
is  necessarily  faulty  and  subject  to  ehange—mnat  be 
tried.  Enforcing  his  position  by  examples,  he  re- 
marks, in  language  little  respectful  to  the  papacy, 
"  That  the  convocation  of  the  council  and  the  deposi- 
tion of  one  of  the  rival  pontic  would  have  been  im- 
possible, if  it  had  been  required  to  follow  the  new 
canon  law  which  gives  to  the  popes  alone  the  right 
of  assembling  councils,  and  which  lays  down  the 
principle  that  the  pope  cannot  be  judged  except  for 
heresy  alone."  Again  the  preacher  remarks,  "  Now 
we  see  positive  laws,— that  is,  the  canon  law,  the 
decretals,  and  constitutions  of  the  popes, — exalted 
above  the  law  of  God  and  the  commandments  of 
Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  case  even  in  this  council, 
where  the  prelates  fear  more  to  disregard  the  author- 
ity of  the  Clementines,  than  that  of  the  < 
VOL.  n.  13 
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TKey  take  more  pains  to  see  that  court  rules  are  ob- 
served, than  to  prevent  propositions  being  advanced 
opposed  to  faith  and  to  gospel  morals." 

Such  language  was  bold  enough,  and  could  scarce- 
ly have  been  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  coun- 
cil. But  many  of  its  positions  had  fuUy  been  illus- 
trated in  the  proceedings  that  had  taken  place, 
especially  in  the  case  of  Huss.  The  speaker's  refer- 
ence to  the  scriptures  as  above  all  the  authority  of 
what  he  called  positive  law,  fully  coincided  with 
the  position  taken  by  Huss  upon  his  trial.  It  seems 
difficult  to  explain  how  such  language  could  have 
been  used, — so  much  in  the  spirit  of  invective  em- 
ployed by  the  Bohemians,  and  so  fully  justifying 
what  the  council  had  branded  as  heresy.  But  it  is 
evident  that  there  were  those  at  the  council — and  if 
united,  forming  a  powerful  minority — who  were  yet 
anxious  and  earnest  on  the  subject  of  reform.  It 
was  impossible  to  silence  them  altogether,  and  It 
might  have  been  a  politic  measure  to  allow  them  the 
satisfaction  of  having  their  views  expressed.  The 
statements  which  they  presented  were,  moreover,  so 
indisputably  true,  that  the  only  answer  they  could 
receive  was  a  silent  acquiescence. 
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WAHD  jEBOMB,  —  Hia  Condition  and  State  of  Mind  i\  Prison  — BEirusEg  to 
Heooonize  His  New  Jcdgks.  —  The  List  of  Ohargss  Aoai-sst  Hih  —  His  Eb- 
pusa.  — On  Wickuffe.  —  On  Costumact.  —  VabiouS  CniiiOEa  — Philosofh- 
lOAL  Subtleties.  — TEANSUBBTANriATioN.  —  SoNos  Written  and  Slng  —All 
Mil  Preach.  —  tTjijnsT  Eicoumonicatios  Invalid.  — iNDTTLOahCEa  — Treai- 
HBNTOFTnEU  THAT  Sold  Them.  — Papal  Bulls. -PitTDREs  of  the  Sunts.— 
Relics.  —  Marties  of  Pragce.  —  Payor  to  the  Greek  CnuHcn.  —  Jerome's 
Beoantation  HTPOcamOAL.  —His  Letter  to  Vienna.  —  Dishonest  Purpose  in 
CoMiNB  TO  CoNSTAsOE.  — Will  Not  Acknowledqe  His  Errobs.  —  BEFrsES  to 
Fast.- Demand  that  He  Should  Asswer  on  Oath.  —  Extended  Period  on- 
Jerome's  Lii-e  Cotebed  bt  the  Charges.  —  Jerome's  Eeplies.  —  Admissions, 

BXPLANATIONa,    AND    DENIALS. —  JeHOMH    ALLOWED  A   GbKEBAL   DefeSOE,  —  Hia 

Views  and  Feelinos.  —  Hia  Speech.  — Refers  to  Ancient  Maetsrs. — TTni- 

CONSTAMCE.  —  His  TbBATMENT.  ~HiS  Eecantation   DISAVOWED.  —  HiS  ViEWS  OF 

Wick  I.I  FFE.  —  Hia  Substantial  Orthodoiy.  —  Hia  Fate  Sealed  by  His  Ap- 
proval OF  Huss.  —  HsROiSMOF  Jeromh.  —  PoGGio  Bracciolini.  —  His  Letter  in 

His  Retorts.  —  Wokdebful  Powers. —  His  Memobadle  Eloquence. 

Feb.  16,  1416~Mat  26,  1416. 

The  condition  of  things  in  Bohemia  had  now  be- 
come such  as  to  excite  the  well-founded  alarm  of  the 
council.  Their  proceedings  were  boldly  arraigned, 
and  their  authority  contemned.  The  Bishop  of  Lei- 
tomischel,  bearing  their  commission,  found  himself 
unable  to  execute  it.  His  person,  and  even  his  life, 
were  considered  as  endangered  in  the  attempt.  The 
(195) 


dbyGoogle 


196  IIEE   AHD   TIMES    OF   JOHN   HUS.  [Ch.  TH. 

whole  nation  was  in  a  ferment.  At  length,  on  the 
twentieth  of  February,  1416,  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  council.  It  was  decreed  that  the  follow- 
ers of  Huss,  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  should  be 
cited  to  appear  and  answer  such  accusations  as  had 
been,  or  should  be,  brought  against  them. 

The  main  ground  of  citation  was  the  charge  against 
the  council, implied  in  the  statement  that  Huss  "had 
been  unj  ustly  executed,  and  in  violation  of  all  truth ; " 
in  the  assertion  that  "  he  was  a  good  and  holy  man, 
of  excellent  and  innocent  life  and  pure  in  faith ; "  and 
in  ascnbing  his  execution  to  "  the  envy  of  a  luxuri- 
ous and  wanton  clergy."  The  citation  therefore  ex- 
tended to  all  those  who  had  signed  or  afBxed  their 
seals  to  the  letters  addressed  to  the  council.  It 
comprehended  the  ablest  and  most  learned  men 
of  Bohemia,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  royal 
court.^ 

"  We  are  confident  that  all  Christendom  is  fully 
aware,  as  well  by  previous  councils  as  by  the  present 
one,  that  Satan  has,  in  these  last  times  especially, 
excited  heretics  or  ministers  of  damnation  against 
the  whole  ecclesiastical  edifice ;  thait  these  attempts 
have  been  to  overthrow  the  Catholic  faith,  and  the 
laws  and  usages  given  by  the  holy  fathera,  and  till 
the  present  time  inviolably  observed  by  Catholics ; 
and  among  these  men  are  John  Wickliffe  and  John 
Huss,  heresiarchs,  as  plainly  appears  from  their  works 
and  writings.  These  persons  unwarrantedly  assume 
to  be  doctors,  and  wishing  to  pass  among  the  people 
for  new  law-givers  and  rabbis,  have  plunged  into  ex- 

■  Van  der  Hni'dtjiv.  610. 
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travagant  and  damnable  errors,  in  conterapt  of  the 
holy  doctrine  and  the  traditions  of  the  fathers,  in 
such  sort  that  the  greater  part  of  them  are  sectaries 
of  Satan,  who,  wishing  to  rise  above  all  that  is  wor- 
shipped in  heaven,  have  been  plunged  to  the  bottom 
of  hell,  and  cease  not  to  draw  men  after  them  into 
the  pit  of  their  damnation.  These  men,  wishing  to 
raise  themselves  and  their  traditions  above  the  hie- 
rai'cby  of  the  church  militant,  have  associated  many 
with  them,  even  of  the  priestly  order,  who,  after  the 
manner  of  Theudas  the  Galilean,  boasting  to  be  new 
law-givers,  have  seduced  multitudes.  And  what  is 
more  surprising  is,  that  the  number  of  the  followers 
of  these  heresiarchs  goes  on  increasing  continually,  as 
we  know,  alas  1  too  well,  by  the  report  of  many,  and 
by  public  rumor,  especially  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia. 
There  are  among  them  even  persons  of  rank,  who 
are  leagued  together  to  maintain  John  Huss  and  his 
errors,  and  who,  adding  sin  to  sin,  nor  content  with 
their  malicious  speeches  and  feigned  devotion,  write 
out  slanderous  documents,  confirmed  by  their  seah, 
in  which  they  undertake  the  defence  and  eulogy  of 
John  Hnss,  though  he  has  been  burned  by  the  jnst 
judgment  of  God  and  by  our  holy  sentence.  They 
venture  also  to  declare  that  they  are  resolved  to 
defend,  even  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  these  execra- 
ble heresies,  and  to  maintain  those  who  favor  them. 
And,  as  if  to  make  themselves  a  spectacle  to  the 
world  by  this  monstrous  error,  they  have  been  bold 
enough  to  write  us  letters  full  of  their  venom  and 
poisoned  lies.  Touched,  therefore,  as  a  tender  mother 
by  the  ruin  of  so  many  unfortunate  ones,  whose  eyes 
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have  been  fascinated  by  the  devil,  we  have  spared  no 
pains  to  recover  them  from  this  diabolical  obstinacy, 
and  heal  them  of  their  frenzy,  by  writing  to  instrnct 
them,  sending  them  legates,  and  practising  in  regard 
to  them  a  simulation,  flattery,  and  patience  that  has, 
perhaps,  been  pushed  too  far.  But,  alaa !  all  these 
remedies  have  only  served  to  their  injury.  They 
refuse  all  obedience,  they  will  not  listen  to  the  salu- 
tary instructions  of  the  church,  and  instead  of  profit- 
ing by  the  counsels  of  peace  and  ti'uth  that  have 
been  given  them,  they  rise  up  against  the  orthodox 
church,  and  strengthen  themselves  in  iniquity.  For 
these  reasons  we  have  resolved,  by  the  aid  of  the 
Trinity,  to  oppose  strenuously  this  damnable  doc- 
trine, and  to  proceed  against  these  sectaries  and  fol- 
lowers of  John  Hnss,  through  fear  of  incurring  the 
indignation  of  the  Most  High  by  dissembling  in 
regai'd  to  such  great  evils,  after  the  example  of  the 
chief  priest  Eli,  who,  though  in  other  respects  a 
good  man,  drew  down  upon  himself  the  divine  ven- 
geance for  not  having  corrected  the  sins  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  sadly  perished  along  with  them.  There- 
fore it  is,  that,  wishing  to  proceed  against  them 
according  to  the  royal  way,  after  summary  informa- 
tion ;  and  having  learned,  on  the  testimony  of  people 
worthy  of  faith,  that  Ozeoko  de  Wesele,  alias  War- 
temberg,  supreme  burgrave  of  Prague,  Lasckow  de 
Orauvartz,  captain  of  the  marquisate,  and  others 
who  signed  the  letter  of  which  we  have  spoken,  are 
publicly  charged  and  suspected  in  regai-d  to  the 
faith ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  may  not  safely  be  sought 
at  their  own  dwellings,  we  cite  them  peremptorily, 
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"by  the  present  edict,  which  shall  be  publicly  affixed 
to  the  doors  of  all  the  churches  of  Constance."  ^ 

Leaving  this  citation  to  find  its  way  to  Bohemia, 
let  us  return  once  more  to  the  affairs  of  Jerome  of 
Prague.  More  than*  six  months  had  passed  away 
since  his  recantation,  and  nearly  a  year  since  his  first 
aiTest,  The  first  term  of  his  imprisonment  had  been 
one  of  severe  hardship.  His  treatment  afterward 
was  more  mild.  There  were  those  in  the  council 
who  were  ready  to  set  him  free,  or  at  least  unwill- 
ing to  subject  him  to  a  new  trial.  But  over  these, 
the  more  moderate  portion,  embracing  nearly  if  not 
quite  all  those  who  had  served  on  the  commission  in 
his  case,  the  opposing  party  prevailed.  His  enemies, 
led  or  sparred  on  by  personal  hostility,  welcomed  the 
announcement  that  new  charges  were  to  be  presented 
against  him.  Many  of  them,  from  the  first,  had  been 
suspicious  of  his  sincerity  in  recanting.  Doubtless 
the  conduct  of  Jerome  must  have  tended  to  confirm 
those  suspicions.  His  was  not  a  nature  adroitly  to 
play  the  hypocrite.  It  was  too  frank,  too  impulsive, 
too  sensitive  to  self-disgrace,  not  sometimes  to  revolt 
at  the  thought  of  his  belying  his  own  convictions. 
During  the  last  six  months  of  his  pr^on  probation, 
he  had  time  to  reflect.  Memory  could  not  but  be 
busy.  Conscience  must  have  sometimes  reasserted 
her  sway;  and,  from  his  own  confessions,  we  know 
that  the  prisoner  must  have  experienced  an  intense 
wretchedness  in  reflecting  upon  his  guilty  weakness. 
To  the  misery  of  a  life  prolonged  on  such  conditions, 
death  waa  preferable.     Jerome  felt  this.     Remorse 

■  Van  der  Hardt  and  Mausi. 
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for  the  past,  was  restoring  liim  to  himself,  and  when 
the  hour  of  trial  canae  again,  as  it  now  did,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  it. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  (1416,)  the 
council  niefc,  and  the  piincipal  business  before  them 
was  the  case  of  Jerome.  The  processes  for  his  trial 
had  been  issued  more  than  two  months  previous* 
(Feb.  24).  The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  and 
Nicholas  Dinckelspuel,  a  theological  doctor  from 
Vienna,  were  directed,  as  a  commission,  to  receive 
and  examine  testimony  that  should  be  adduced 
against  him.  These  men  visited  Jerome,  submitted 
to  him  the  charges  made,  both  the  old  and  the  new, 
and  heard  his  answers.  Their  report  was  drawn  up, 
and  was  now  made  to  the  council.  It  was  read  by 
John  de  Eocha,  a  theological  doctor,  a  former  friend 
and  present  defender  of  Petit,  and  in  that  matter  one 
of  Gerson's  antagonists.^  An  old  author  of  the  "  Life 
of  Jerome"  says,  that  lie  was  reluctant  to  recognize 
this  new  commission  that  had  been  appointed  for  his 
second  trial.^  He  certainly  had  the  right  to  protest 
against  its  appointment  over  a  previous  commission, 
which  had  discharged  its  duty  under  the  eyes  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  council.  He  refused  at 
first  to  recognize  the  new  commission,  or  reply  to 
their  questions.  He  demanded,  as  his  right,  a  public 
audience.*  Probably  upon  the  assurance  of  this,  he 
finally  consented  to  defend  himself  in  prison  from 
the  charges  now  presented. 

The  first  bead  of  accusation  turned  upon  the  con- 

'  Van  (ler  Hnrdt,  iv.  60T.  '  Mod,  Hua.,  ii.  852. 

'  L'Enfant,  380.  •  L'Enfant,  380-388. 
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nectioii  of  Jerome  witli  Wickliffe.^  The  answers  of 
the  former  to  the  several  points,  as  they  were  read, 
were  also  given.  They  were  brief  and  direct.  He 
admitted  that  he  liad  read  the  works  of  WicklitFe; 
that  he  was  aware  of  their  having  been  condemned ; 
but  to  the  charge  of  having  taught  the  errors  and 
heresies  contained  in  his  books,  he  replied, — "  For 
myself,  this  much  I  have  to  say  in  answer,  that  it  is 
false  that  I  taught  errors  and  heresies  out  of  his 
books.  But  this  I  confess,  that  when  I  was  a  youth, 
ardent  in  the  cause  of  learning,  I  came  to  England, 
and  hearing  of  the  reputation  of  Wickliffe,  that  he 
was  a  shrewd  and  talented  man,  I  transcribed,  as  I 
could  obtain  copies,  his  Dialogue  and  Trialogue,  and 
carried  them  with  me  over  to  Prague." 

The  articles  charged  went  over  the  most  promi- 
nent acts  of  Jerome's  life,  bringing  up  as  far  as  possi- 
ble every  instance  in  which  he  had  shown  a  leaning 
toward,  or  a  disposition  to  defend,  the  views  of  Wick- 
liffe. They  maintained  that  he  had  been  banished 
from  Bohemia  for  his  violation  of  the  edict  in  regard 
to  Wickliffe's  books.  He  replied  that  he  had  not 
been  banished,  but  that  when,  through  the  letters 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Prague,  containing  false  state- 
ments, the  king  had  been  induced  to  deliver  him  up 
to  the  archbishop,  he  had  by  the  latter  been  gently 
dealt  with  for  some  time,  till  the  king  sent  one  of 
his  barons,  and  ordered  him  to  be  released.  Jerome 
was  charged,  at  the  discussion  in  regard  to  Wickliffe 
carried  on  in  the  university,  with  having  main- 
tained that  Wickliffe  was  a  Catholic,  and  that  what 

>  Mou.  Hna.,  11  S62. 
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was  contained  in  his  books  was  most  true.  "  I  an- 
swer," said  Jerome,  "  that  I  said  that  John  Wict- 
liffe  had  composed  and  written  many  good  things  in 
his  hooks,  but  I  did  not  say  that  all  things  contained 
in  the  said  "books  were  and  are  most  true  ;  for  I  had 
not  seen  them  all.  But  this  I  do  say,  what  good 
things  "Wickliffe  wrote,  let  thero  be  to  his  credit  and 
not  mine ;  and  what  he  wrote  ill,  let  him  be  blamed 
for,  and  not  me." 

He  was  then  charged  with  having  gone  to  Vienna, 
and  there,  on  being  arrested  on  the  suspicion  of 
heresy,  having  taken  an  oath  to  abide  his  trial  and 
submit  to  his  sentence,  but  instead  of  doing  this  had 
fled  away  by  stealth.  "I  was  violently  arrested," 
replied  Jerome ;  "but  nothing  was  done  judicially  in 
regard  to  me,  for  I  was  of  another  diocese,  and  they 
had  no  jurisdiction;  neither  did  I  escape  by  stealth 
or  through  contumacy,  but  I  did  not  choose  to  wait 
for  their  violent  measures,  as  I  was  not  obliged  or 
bound  to  do." 

Reminded  that  on  the  term  for  his  appearance  to 
be  tried  having  expired,  he  had  incurred  by  their 
sentence  presumptive  guilt  of  heresy,  he  answered, 
that  after  his  departure  they  could  have  written  in 
i-egard  to  him  accoi'ding  to  their  caprice.  The  said 
processes,  they  continued,  were  published  at  Vienna, 
Cracow,  Pi'ague,  and  other  places.  "  I  am  aware 
that  they  were  published  at  Prague,"  said  Jerome ; 
"  whether  they  were  elsewhere  or  not,  I  do  not 
know."  He  was  then  charged  with  contemning  the 
keys  of  the  church,  in  disregarding  his  sentence  of 
excommunication  for  iiveyeai-s  or  more.    He  denied 
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that  he  had  contemned  the  authonty  of  the  church, 
adding  that  if  he  had  ever  been  excommunicated,  he 
had  sought  absolution.  The  Archbishop  of  Prague 
had  prosecuted  ag'ainst  him  the  process  of  Vienna, 
but  without  summoning  him  before  him.  As  to  his 
being  incorrigible,  he  denied  it.  If  he  had  been  ex- 
communicated, he  even  to  this  daywas  not  aware  of 
it ;  but  whether  lawfully  excommunicate  or  not,  he 
does  not  treat  it  with  contempt,  but  asks  to  be  ab- 
solved. Jerome  was  next  accused  of  having  slandered 
the  pope,  prelates,  and  lords ;  of  having  published 
these  slanders  abroad ;  of  having,  in  the  Bethlehem 
chapel  while  Huss  was  speaking,  thrust  his  head  out 
of  the  window  and  slandered  the  Archbishop  Sbynco 
before  the  people ;  of  having  violently  thrown  the 
sacred  relics,  kept  by  a  friar  in  the  Carmelite  monas- 
tery, to  the  ground;  of  having  assailed  the  monas- 
tery with  an  armed  crowd,  and  borne  off  a  preacher 
who  was  speaking  against  Wickliife,  and  kept  him 
in  durance  for  several  days.  Some  of  these  charges 
Jerome  denied.  Other  he  explained.  As  to  the 
last,  he  said,  "  I  confess  that  in  the  case  referred  to, 
when  I  entered  the  monastery  I  found  the  monks 
contending  with  two  citizens,  whose  servant  they  had 
thrown  into  prison.  And  when  I  spoke  with  them 
in  a  peaceable  way,  many  of  them,  armed  with  swoi'ds, 
made  a  rush  upon  me.  And  although  I  had  no 
means  of  defence  at  hand,  I  forcibly  seized  a  sword 
from  a  certain  layman  who  stood  by,  and  protected 
myself  as  well  as  I  was  able.  I  then  gave  up  two 
of  the  monks  for  trial,  but  one  I  kept  with  myself." 
Other  charges  were  added,  some  of  them  trivial, 
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and  many  of  theoi  referring  to  facte  evidently  dis- 
torted to  his  prejudice.  He  was  then  accused  of 
being  a  chief  adherent  of  John  Huas,  approving  of 
him,  in  his  doctrine  and  in  his  heresies,  justifying  him, 
and  seeking  out  defendei-s  for  him  from  Bohemia 
and  Moravia.  To  this  he  replied,  that  he  loved  John 
Huss  as  a  good  man,  and  one  who  had  diligently  per- 
formed his  duties,  not  drawn  off  by  unchastity,  and 
of  whom  he  had  heard  nothing  heretical.  Many 
things,  moreover,  had  been  imputed  to  him,  for  which 
he  deserved  no  blame.  As  to  his  having  been  cited 
to  the  court  of  Rome  to  abjure  the  heresy  of  adher- 
ing to  Huss,  Jerome  denies  that  any  citation  had 
reached  bim.  As  to  his  having  excited  seditions  at 
Prague  by  appearing  in  the  streets  at  different  times 
with  one  and  sometimes  two  hundred  armed  men  in 
company,  he  denied  it,  except  as  he  had  joined,  with 
a  smaller  number,  the  royal  escort.  Othei'  ai'ticles 
of  accusation  betrayed  their  origin  in  feelings  of  per- 
sonal spite  or  malice.  He  was  charged,  moreover, 
with  having  maintained,  at  different  places,  especially 
at  Paris,  Cologne,  and  Heidelberg,  certain  proposi- 
tions, more  of  a  philosophical  than  theological  nature. 
Among  them  were  the  following  : — "In  Grod,  or  the 
divine  Essence,  there  is  not  only  a  trinity  of  person, 
but  a  quaternity  and  quinternity  of  things  (reimm), 
such  that  each  of  these  is  not  another  and  yet  each 
is  God :  in  created  things  there  may  be  a  trinity  in 
a  single  essence,  as  memory,  understanding,  will,  in 
the  essence  of  the  human  soul :  the  soul  of  man  is  a 
peifect  image  of  the  trinity,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion that  it  is  created,  and  has  but  a  finite  perfection : 
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the  memoiy,  the  intelligence,  or  will  of  an  angel  is 
his  essence,  and  yet  not  a  person :  God  the  Fathsr 
could  not  beget  the  Son  by  the  absolute  power  of 
deity ;  all  things  to  come  will  take  place  by  a  con- 
ditionated  necessity :  the  substance  of  the  bread  is 
not,  by  virtue  of  consecration,  changed  into  the  body 
of  Christ :  John  Wickliffe  was  not  a  heretic,  but  a 
holy  man :  God  cannot  annihilate  any  thing,"  These 
propositions  Jerome  was  charged  with  having  main- 
tained. Even  as  they  stand,  they  fall  far  shoi't  of 
that  speculative  wantonness  of  disputation  which 
only  a  few  years  before  had  prevailed  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Paris.  Jerome's  reply  to  them  was,  that  these 
propositions,  understood  in  the  proper  sense,  were 
true,  though  they  were  not  presented  in  his  style,  yet, 
in  regard  to  some  of  them,  what  sounded  as  his  lan- 
guage had  been  employed  in  order  to  express  them. 
^  These  charges  and  their  answers  having  been  read, 
the  council,  by  the  instigation  of  his  enemies,  and  at 
the  demand  of  its  prosecuting  officer,  determined 
that  more  should  be  added  to  the  already  extended 
catalogue.  After  some  other  business  had  been  trans- 
acted, these  also  were  read.  They  were  much  more 
extended  than  the  first,  and  in  fact  substantially  re- 
peated them,  though  in  a  more  ample  manner,  with 
many  additions.  They  go  back  in  their  specifications 
so  as  to  cover  a  space  of  more  than  twelve  years. 
The  mere  recital  of  them,  aggravated  as  they  were 
by  the  ingenious  malice  that  drew  them  up,  was  well 
calculated  to  prejudice  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  in 
the  minds  of  his  judges.     Yet  they  are  valuable — 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iy.  648. 
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even  fi'om  the  hostile  source  from  which  we  derive 
them — as  giving  something  of  a  picture,  however 
distorted,  of  Jerome's  life. 

The  first  and  main  point  charged  in  the  new  indict- 
ment, was  the  dissemination  and  defence  of  Wick- 
liffe's  doctrines.  It  stated  the  methods  which  Jerome 
had  employed  for  this  purpose  :  copying  Wickliffe's 
books ;  recommending  them  to  others ;  circulating 
them  as  he  had  opportunity,  at  Prague  and  else- 
where, declaring  that  those  students  who  had  not 
j-ead  them  had  but  attained  the  mere  bark  of  learn- 
ing instead  of  discovering  its  roots ;  persuading  them 
to  reject  their  ordinary  and  approved  text-books,  to 
peruse  those  of  Wickliffe ;  defending  the  reputation 
of  the  man,  and  showing  himself  so  zealous  a  favorer 
and  champion  of  him  and  his  errors,  that  many  per- 
sons, of  both  sexes,  formerly  Catholics,  had  been 
drawn  away  from  the  faith,  and  fallen  into  heretical 
pravity,  becoming  so  blind  and  obstinate  in  their 
error,. as  to  assert  that  their  false  opinions  were  gos- 
pel truths,  and  to  boast  that  in  all  respects  tbey  fol- 
lowed the  gospel  and  the  doctrines  of  Christ.  The 
indictment  asserted,  that  after  the  various  condem- 
nations pronounced  upon  the  writings  of  Wickliffe 
at  Oxford,  Rome,  and  Prague,  Jerome,  who  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  facts,  had  still  persisted  ia 
maintaining  Wickliffe's  opinions,  had  defended  them 
publicly,  had  disputed  and  offered  to  dispute  in  their 
favor,  and  had  dared,  in  the  lecture-room  of  Prague, 
and  in  the  Bethlehem  chapel,  to  speak  of  Wickliffe 
as  a  most  holy  man,  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  a 
teacher  of  the  true  faith.     He  had,  moreover,  pro- 
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ceeded  to  nse  violent  means  to  silence  opposition. 
Here  the  indictment  recapitulated  charges  already 
mentioned.  The  opinions  of  Wickliffe  on  the  euehar- 
ist,  indulgences,  etc.,  were  then  cited  as  endorsed  by 
him.  For  the  space  of  ten  yeai-s,  at  different  times, 
Jerome  had  maintained  that  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar  the  material  bread  remained  after  consecrar 
tion,  and  that  iu  this  sacrament  the  bread  is  not 
transubstantiated  into  the  body  of  Chi-ist;  and  this 
he  had  induced  many  to  believe,  who  still  pereevere 
in  their  error.  He  bad  maintained,  that  in  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  altar  Christ  is  not  truly  present,  and  the 
argument  used  was  this :  Christ  suffered  on  the  cross ; 
but  the  host  never  suffered,  nor  does  suffer ;  therefore, 
Christ  is  not  in  the  host,  in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar. 
Again :  Mice  cannot  eat  Christ ;  but  mice  can  eat  the 
consecrated  host ;  therefore,  the  host  in  the  sacrament 
of  the  altar  is  not  Christ.  Again :  The  host  in  the 
sacrament  of  the  altar  is  not  God, — for  a  priest  can- 
not consecrate  his  Creator,  that  is,  God;  but  the 
priest  consecrates  the  host;  therefore,  in  the  host  of 
the  altar,  the  Creator,  God,  is  not. 

Jerome  was  accused  of  maintaining,  that  no  one 
could  receive  the  heavenly  crown  who  did  not  confess 
with  heai't  and  mouth  the  doctrines  of  Wickliffe  ;  of 
promising,  after  this  life,  the  triumphs  of  gloiy  to 
those  of  all  classes  who  should  defend  Wickliffe'a 
doctrines,  and  impugn  the  contrary;  of  writing,  and 
procuring  to  be  written,  songs  and  doggerel  verses, 
ridiculing  the  mass,  which  were  learned  and  sung  by 
the  artisans,  who  said,  that  by  these  they  also  could 
make  the  body  of  Christ,  so  that  the  priests  were 
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subjected  to  seditions,  wrongs,  and  insults.  He  more- 
over took  the  language  of  scripture,  and  versified  it, 
80  that  it  might  be  sung,  as  it  was  in  the  streets, 
leaving  the  impression,  to  the  confusion  of  the  eccle- 
siastics, that  they  (the  singers)  alone,  and  not  the 
church  of  Kome  or  any  of  the  clergy,  understood 
the  scriptures.  After  lie  had  taught  men  these,  he 
had  said  and  preached  that  the  laifcy  who  had  learned 
them,  and  that  too  of  both  sexes,  that  is,  men  and 
women  of  the  "Wickliffite  sect,  and  holding  Wick- 
liffe's  doctrine  firmly  And  devotedly,  might  make  the 
body  of  Christ,  baptize,  hear  confessions,  or  bestow 
other  sacraments  of  the  church,  provided  they  use 
fit  words,  and  adapted  to  the  consecrating  or  sacra- 
mental act ;  and  that  the  sacraments  performed  by 
these  are  as  efficacious  and  valid  as  if  they  were  per- 
formed or  bestowed  by  priests,  according  to  the 
church  form.  He  had  taught,  moreover,  in  various 
parts  of  Bohemia,  but  specially  in  the  Bethlehem 
chapel,  the  hei'esy  held  by  John  Huss — we  may  add, 
by  Clemengis,  Gerson's  intimate  friend,  also — that  the 
excommunication  of  the  pope,  or  of  any  other  bishop 
or  minister  of  the  church,  is  not  to  be  feared  or  re- 
garded, unless  it  is  evident  that  it  has  been  preceded 
by  the  divine  excommunication ;  and  he  had  taught, 
moreover,  that  the  excommunication  of  the  defend- 
er of  Wickliffe's  doctrine  at  Prague  was  to  be  ac- 
counted null,  and  to  be  disregarded,  for  God  had 
never  bestowed  on  the  pope,  nor  any  other  servant 
of  the  church,  any  of  his  own  attributes ;  and  there- 
fore, in  spite  of  the  interdict,  the  priests  had  been 
compelled,  in  many  places  and  cities  of  the  diocese 
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of  Prague,  to  celebrate  and  administer  the  divine 
ofBees.  Jerome,  moreover,  was  accused  of  maintaining 
tiat  no  authority  for  granting  indulgences  resides  in 
the  pope  or  the  bishops,  and  that  no  faith  is  to  be 
extended  to  letters,  apostoKc  or  episcopal,  which  con- 
tain indulgences.  Such  indulgences  were  of  no  avail. 
Those  that  preached  them  had  been  obstructed  by 
Mm  in  doing  it,  and  been  foi'ced  to  desist.  The  in- 
dictment recounted  the  circumstances  of  the  violent 
opposition  with  which  he  had  met  them.  On  one 
occasion,  John  of  Altamuta,  and  Benesius  of  Opta- 
wicb,  had  entered  a  manse  belonging  to  a  parish 
church  in  a  village  of  the  diocese  of  Prague,  intend- 
ing to  publish  in  the  said  church  indulgences  granted 
by  John  XXIII.  Jerome  heard  of  it,  and  gathe^ng 
a  company  of  armed  men  around  him,  rushed  into 
the  house  in  a  state  of  excited  passion,  and  with  fury 
in  his  looks.  He  addressed  the  priests  in  harah  and 
threatening  language.  "  Out  with  you,  you  deceiv- 
es, with  your  lies  1  Your  lord  the  pope  is  a  false 
heretic  and  a  usurer.  He  has  no  authority  to  grant 
indulgences."  Jerome  then  threatened  the  priests, 
drove  them  first  into  the  church  and  then  forth  from 
it,  and  followed  them  till  he  saw  them  outside  the 
walls  of  the  village.  It  was  with  difficulty,  it  was 
said,  that  they  escaped.  The  indictment  set  forth, 
moreover,  that  Jerome  had  said  and  asserted,  in  coo- 
tempt  of  the  keys  and  of  the  Apostolic  See,  that  the 
papal  bulls  were  not  to  be  credited,  nor  any  faith  pnt 
in  them,  neither  were  the  indulgences  of  the  pope  to 
be  believed  in,  inasmuch  as  they  were  null  and  void ; 
it  was  out  of  the  pope's  power  to  give  and 
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grant  indulgences.  When  present  himself  at  the 
preaching  of  them,  he  had  hindered  it ;  when  absent, 
he  had  incited  others  to  do  it,  and  these  men  ran 
about  through  the  city  of  Prague  during  sermon- 
time,  entering  the  churches,  disturbing  those  who 
preached  indulgences,  asserting  that  they  were  the 
deceivers  and  seducera  of  those  among  the  people 
to  whom  they  asserted  that  indulgences  were  of  any 
avail.  He  had,  moreover,  taken  the  papal  bulls,  the 
letters  apostolic  containing  the  indulgences,  and,  put- 
ting them  into  a  chariot  with  prostitutes,  to  whose 
breasts  he  bound  them,  had  them  drawn  through  the 
city.  As  the  chariot  moved  on,  it  -was  surrounded 
with  men  crying  aloud  and  shouting,  "These  are  the 
letters  of  a  heretic  and  a  Russian,  which  we  are 
taking  to  be  burned."  And  in  the  street,  near  the 
centre  of  the  city,  he  caused  these  bulls  to  be  pub- 
licly burned. 

Jerome,  moreover,  was  accused  of  having  held  and 
taught,  at  Prague  and  elsewhere,  that  any  educated 
or  intelligent  layman  might,  in  any  place,  in  a  church 
or  outside  of  it,  without  being  Hcensed  by  pope, 
bishop,  curate,  or  any  one  else,  preach  the  word  of 
(rod.  He  had,  moreover,  himself,  though  a  layman 
and  unshorn,  preached,  and  thus  practised  what  he 
preached,  in  different  localities  in  Bohemia,  as  well 
as  Moravia,  on  the  ground  that  they  who  are  called 
and  sent  of  God  seem  to  be  sufficiently  licensed.  He 
had,  moreover,  said,  asserted,  and  publicly  preached, 
that  pictures  of  Christ,  of  his  crucifixion,  of  the 
Virgin  and  of  canonized  saints,  are  not  to  be  painted, 
and  that  it  is  heretical  to  worship  them.     An  image 


dbyGoogle 


CaVn.!  RELI08   COHTEJINED.  211 

of  the  crucifix  he  had  insulted,  and  pelted  with  duog, 
and  procured  others  to  treat  it  in  the  same  way, 
though  many  thronged  to  it  in  devotion.  The  relics 
of  the  saints  he  had  declared  were  by  no  means  to 
be  worshipped  or  adored.  He  had  said  that  the  veil 
and  robe  of  the  Virgin,  in  the  cathedral  church  at 
Prague,  though  reverently  venerated  by  the  faithful, 
were  of  no  more  account,  and  to  be  held  in  no  greater 
reverence,  than  the  skin  of  the  ass  on  which  Christ 
rode.  Sacred  relics  he  had  torn  from  the  altar,  cast 
to  the  earth,  and  trampled  under  foot.  He  had 
maintained,  that  those  who  died  in  defence  of  the 
doctrine  of  Huss,  which  he  claimed  to  be  true  and 
Catholic,  were  true  and  glorious  martyis  of  Chrfet. 
He  had  caused  them  to  be  borne  in  procession  to  the 
grave,  while  the  attendants  chanted,  "  These  are  they 
who  gave  up  their  bodies  to  punishment,  according 
to  the  will  of  God."  He  had  procured  mass  to  be 
said  for  them  as  martyrs,  in  the  Bethlehem  chapel, 
and  excited  the  multitude  of  that  sect  in  such  a  way 
that  for  several  days  scores  of  them  went  again  and 
again  to  the  council-house  of  the  city,  saying  that 
those  who  had  been  beheaded  were  true  martyrs, 
and  had  died  for  the  ti-ue  faith  of  Christ,  and  that 
they  themselves  were  ready  to  undergo  a  like  death 
for  the  same  faith. 

The  indictment  then  proceeds  to  specify  other 
articles  classed  by  themselves,  and  evidently  of  less 
weight  or  certainty,  as  that  Jerome  in  Russia  had, 
on  one  occasion,  openly  forsaken  the  communion  of 
the  Latin  for  that  of  the  Greek  church,  publicly 
offering  insult  to  the  former ;  that  he  had  attempted 
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to  seduce  the  Duke  Withold,  brother  of  the  king  of 
Poland,  as  well  as  others,  to  imitate '  his  example ; 
that  when  arraigned  for  hia  conduct  before  the  Duke 
of  Wilna,  he  had  expressly  declaTed  that  the  afore- 
said schismatics  and  Russians  were  good  Christians. 
This  he  had  done  and  repeated,  in  spite  of  the  bish- 
op's admonition  to  the  contraiy.  At  Pleskov  again, 
Jerome  had  pursued  the  same  course,  giving  his  pub- 
lic approval  to  the  infidelity,  schism,  and  heresy  of 
the  said  Russians. 

The  indictment  then  set  forth  that  Jerome  was 
not  to  be  believed  on  oath,  whether  now  or  in  time 
to  come  he  should  be  sworn.  His  promises  and  ab- 
jurations were  feigned,  one  way  expressed  by  his 
mouth,  but  otherwise  conceived  in  his  heart.  They 
had  been  made  through  hypocrisy,  not  with  the  pui'- 
pose  of  abandoning  his  errors,  but  to  afford  him  a 
chance  to  escape  and  scatter  them  abroad  anew.  A 
similar  evasive  course  Jerome  had  pursued  at  Paris, 
where  Gerson  and  others  had  endeavored  to  force 
him  to  recant,  at  Heidelberg,  at  Cracow,  and  again 
at  Vienna,  whence,  notwithstanding  his  oath  to  sub- 
mit to  trial,  he  had  secretly  fled.  It  was  stated,  that 
after  his  flight  from  the  latter  place  he  wrote  to  the 
official  of  the  church  of  Passau  the  following  let- 
ter :  "  Venerable  father,  master,  and  lord !  know  that 
I  ara  now  at  Wyetow,  sound  and  well,  in  the  com- 
pany of  many  friends,  and  ready  to  serve  ever  you 
and  yours.  Hold  me  excused,  if  you  please,  from  the 
promise  extorted  from  me  in  respect  to  you,  as  you 
will  do  if  you  duly  consider  the  nature  of  it.  JSTot  that 
we  would  prejudice  justice,  to  which  with  due  pre- 
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caution  we  are  ever  ready  to  submit.  But  to  stand 
amoDg  so  many  hundred  enemies,  alone,  is  what,  if 
you  love  me,  you  would  never  advise.  For  my  ene- 
mies have  ploughed  upon  my  back,  and  made  long 
the  furrows  of  their  iniquity.  But  my  soul  has 
escaped  like  a  bird  from  the  snare  .of  the  fowler. 
The  net  has  been  broken,  and  we  are  at  large.  But 
I  thank  you,  and  ever  shall  thank  you.  Refer  all 
my  adversaries  with  their  witnesses  to  me  at  Prague, 
and  I  will  there  take  issue  with  them.  Or,  if  it  seem 
more  fitting  to  them,  let  us  each  plead  without  wit- 
nesses in  open  court.  But  you  must  know  that  I 
was  in  your  church  in  Laa,  and  there  visited  the 
master  of  the  school  and  the  notary  of  the  city  in 
memory  of  your  kindness,  and  if  I  am  ever  able,  I 
will  serve  you  and  yours.  Farewell.  Written  at 
Wyetow.     Youi-s  ever,  Jerome  of  Prague." 

The  same  perfidy  also,  it  was  said,  had  been  shown 
by  Jerome  in  his  coming  to  Constance,  ostensibly  to 
vindicate  the  purity  of  his  orthodox  faith,  yet  only 
with  the  intent  to  show  himself  off,  and  procure  tes- 
timonials to  strengthen  his  sect  at  Prague,  in  the  be- 
lief that  he  had  come  off  triumphant,  and  that  the 
doctrine  of  Wickliffe  was  holy,  just,  and  Catholic, 
and  in  no  way  to  be  reprobated.  And  yet  he  had 
secretly  fled  from  Constance,  and  after  having  been 
brought  back,  and  having,  in  his  abjuration  of 
the  errors  of  Huss  and  Wickliffe,  also  promised 
that  he  would  write  to  the  king  and  the  queen  of 
Bohemia,  the  University  of  Prague,  and  others,  that 
the  condemnation  of  Wickliffe  and  Huss  with  their 
doctrines  was  canonical  and  just,  he  had  yet,  though 
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often  admonished,  refused  to  fulfil  hk  promise  afore- 
said. Saying  one  thing  while  purposing  another,  he 
had  hitherto  deferred  writing ;  and  even  more  than 
this, — he  had  openly  declared  that  he  would  not 
write. 

In  the  hope,  moreover,  that  he  had  already  satisfied 
the  coancil,  and  had  taken  measures  to  escape  their 
hands  and  custody,  he  had  given  himself  up  to  an 
elated,  rebellious,  and  reprobate  mind,  refusing  to 
answer  undei'  oath  to  the  articles  charged  against 
him,  and  still  refusing,  in  violation  of  His  promise. 
Instead  of  showing  contrition,  he  maintains  also  that 
he  has  evei'  been  a  good  Christian,  and  free  from  all 
stain  of  error  or  heresy.  Neither  will  he  submit  to 
be  in  any  manner  reproved.  If  this  is  attempted,  or 
he  is  charged  with  any  guilt,  he  at  once  becomes 
angry.  He  even  asserts  that  injustice  has  been  done 
him  in  the  imprisonment  in  which  he  is  now  held, 
and  demands  damages  therefor.  He  says  expressly, 
"I  am  an  innocent  man.  Who  will  refund  me  dama- 
ges ?  "  In  his  perverse  obstinacy  he  still  continues, 
notwithstanding  all  his  feigning  in  regard  to  his  par 
tient  endurance  of  his  imprisonment  and  his  profes- 
sions of  apparent  compunction,  always  intending  to 
defend  the  doctrine  of  Wickliffe,  as  argued  by  Huss. 
This  is  plain,  from  his  written  statements,  read  in 
this  place  of  public  session,  where  he  said  expressly, 
among  other  things,  "  I  call  God  to  witness,  that  I 
never  have  seen  in  his  (Hubs)  conduct,  or  heard  in 
lectures  and  sermons  by  him,  any  thing  exceptional. 
Nay,  I  confess,  that  for  his  gentle  and  correct  life, 
and  the  sacred  truths  which  be  explained  to  the 
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people  from  the  word  of  God,  I  was  his  intimate 
friend — for  his  person,  and  for  truth's  sake,  a  defender 
of  his  honor  in  whatever  place  I  might  find  myself." 
From  this,  it  is  plain  that  he  refused  to  write  to  the 
king  and  queen  of  Bohemia  and  the  University 
of  Prague.  The  same  also  may  be  inferred  from 
many  other  things  which  evidence  his  extraordinary 
presumption,  which  was  sufficient  ground  for  his  coo- 
demnation.  Nor  did  the  adversaries  of  Jerome  for- 
get to  bring  against  him  in  the  indictment  the 
charge  brought  against  Christ  of  old,  that  he  did  not 
practice  fasting.  They  represented  him  as  fond  of 
good  living,  and  more  luxurious  in  his  diet  in  prison 
than  when  at  large. 

They  then  ask  that,  as  Jerome  is  a  layman,  and 
has  ever  borne  himself  as  such,  wearing  a  lay  dress 
and  a  long  beard,  and  notoriously  bearing  himself  as 
a  layman  in  public  session,  he  may  be  forced,  under 
pain  of  torture,  to  answer  to  each  of  the  articles 
credit  or  non  creddi^  to  the  end  that  he  might  no 
more,  through  hypocrisy,  contrive  to  escape  or  secui'e 
relaxation  from  the  severity  of  his  imprisonment,  eo 
that,  like  hardened  Pharaoh,  he  might  afford  comfort 
to  his  followers  in  their  errors.  If,  however,  after 
the  matters  aforesaid  shall  have  been  credibly  proved 
against  him,  and  he  shall  persevere  in  his  contumacy, 
then,  as  an  obstinate  and  incorrigible  heretic,  let  him 
be  given  over  to  the  secular  court,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  sacred  canons.^ 

Such  was  in  substance  the  long  and  tedious  indict- 
ment against  Jerome,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by 

'  The  doenmcnt  is  giveu  in  full  by  Van  der  Hardt,  torn.  ir. 


dbyGoogle 


216  LITE   AlSn   TIMES   OF   JOHH   HUSS.  [Ch.  VII. 

the  ingenious  and  uni-elenting  malice  of  his  enemies. 
It  occupies  more  than  twenty  folio  pages  of  Van  der 
Hardt's  compilation.  The  reading  of  it  must  have 
beeu  enough  for  a  single  session.  It  was  in  some 
respecte  most  artfully  framed.  It  went  over  a  large 
part  of  Jerome's  life, — followed  him  from  Oxford  to 
Paris,  to  Heidelberg,  to  Cracow,  to  Vienna,  to  Prague, 
and  to  Constance, — gathering  up  whatever  could  be 
found  which  could  be  so  distorted  or  misrepresented 
as  to  excite  prejudice  against  him.  Many  of  the 
charges  of  the  indictment  were  unquestionably  true. 
Others,  the  prosecution  would  not  be  held  ] 
ble  to  prove.  Undoubtedly  they  had  been  t 
ated,  and  in  some  instances  mast  have  been  baaed 
merely  on  rumor.  The  statements  in  regard  to  his 
communing  with  the  Greek  church  in  Kussia,  Jerome 
pronounced  false.  Other  charges  he  could  undoubt- 
edly have  explained,  in  a  manner  to  suffice  for  his  per- 
fect justification. 

These  charges  were  read  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
April.  On  the  ninth  of  May  the  judges  of  the  com- 
mission made  a  report,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Patri- 
arch of  Constantinople,  their  president,  in  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  case  and  the  forms  of  process  to  be 
adopted.  This  report  was  unanimously  concurred  in 
by  the  seven  judges  of  the  commission  who  were 
present.  As  Jerome  was  unchanged  in  his  purpose 
of  demanding  a  public  audience,  and  refused  to  an- 
swer on  oath  before  the  commission  which  had  been 
last  appointed,  a  general  congregation  was  assembled 
on  the  twenty-third  of  May,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  heard.     He  still  refused  to  answer  on  oath  in  this 
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J,  unless  they  would  first  assure  him  full  lib- 
erty of  speech.  This  the  council  refused.  The  last 
portion  of  the  indictment,  containing  the  articles  to 
which  he  had  not  answered,  was  now  read,  and 
Jerome  replied  to  each,  briefly,  as  the  council  re- 
quired. This  part  of  the  indictment  was  drawn  up 
in  one  hundred  and  one  items,  as  the  first  part, 
already  referred  to,  was  m  forty-five.  As  each 
article  was  read,  the  number  of  the  witnesses  by 
whom  its  truth  was  attested  was  also  given.  No 
names  were  mentioned,  neither  do  we  find  the  qual- 
ity or  office  of  the  persons  recorded,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  trial  of  John  XXIII.  There  was  the  same  or 
even  greater  mockery  of  the  claims  of  justice  than 
in  the  ease  of  Husa. 

To  some  of  the  articles  read  Jerome  made  no  re- 
ply. Either  he  admitted  their  trath,  or  felt  that  the 
brief  answer  which  he  would  be  allowed  to  make 
would  fail  to  set  forth  the  facts  in  their  true  light. 
As  a  general  thing,  the  articles  charging  Jerome  with 
violence  were  met  by  him  with  a  prompt  denial  of 
their  truth,*  As  to  the  matter  of  the  songs  which  he 
was  said  to  have  taught  and  procured  to  be  sung  at 
Prague,  in  derision  of  the  priesthood,  as  also  with  re- 
gard to  the  burning  of  the'pope's  bulls,  he  maintained 
that  these  charges  were  false.  He  admitted  that  he 
had  studied  the  writings  of  Wickliffe,  yet  not  with- 
out discriminating  the  good  from  the  evil ;  that  be 
had  eulogized  him  as  a  philosopher  and  a  learned 
man,  not  as  a  heretic;  that  he  had  placed  his  picture 
in  his  study  just  as  he  had  the  portraits  of  other  era- 

'  L'Enfant,  390,  S91. 
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inent  men,  but  had  not  placed  a  crown  upon  it  as 
was  charged.  He  claimed  that  he  had  not  disputed 
in  the  Bohemian  tongue  ou  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar ;  but  admitted  that  he  had  spoken  of  John 
XXIII,  as  a  usurer  ;  that  he  had  said  that  an  unjust 
excommunication  was  of  no  validity;  that  there 
might  be  such  a  thing  as  indulgences,  lawfully 
granted, — maintaining,  however,  that  those  which 
were  bought  and  sold  by  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
pope  were  mere  extortion — they  were  not  indul- 
gences, but  abuses  of  them ;  that,  in  regard  to  the 
privilege  of  every  layman  to  preach  the  word  of 
God,  be  had  taken  for  his  theme,  on  one  occasion, 
the  words,  "  As  I  do,  so  do  ye  also,"— and  in  this  ad- 
dress he  had  introduced  the  remark  that  laymen  and 
unordained  clergy  might  preach. 

Jerome  had  answered  to  scarcely  more  than  half  the 
articles,  when  the  time  of  the  sitting  was  consumed, 
and  the  assembly  adjourned  over  two  days,  to  the 
twenty-sixth  of  May.^  On  this  occasion,  he  was 
still  pressed  to  clear  himself  by  oath  in  regard  to 
the  articles  charged.  But  he  refused  to  do  it.  Such 
a  demand,  he  said,  seemed  to  him  to  be  strange  and 
unwarranted,  but  he  would  continue  his  answers  as 
he  had  begun.  Many  of  the  articles  first  read 
turned  upon  the  subject  of  relics,  and  the  violence 
which  he  had  shown  them.  These  he  declared  gen- 
erally to  be  either  false,  or  distortions  of  the  truth. 
On  many  points  we  have  no  record  of  his  answers. 
And  yet,  all  the  objectionable  positions  which  he 

It  is  said,  (Mon.  Hus.  it  892,)  that  the  ooiineil  was  unable  to  go  through 
Jerome  was  not  led  forth  to  esecutioo  with  nil  the  articles  before  the  time 
on  the  previous  flay,  simply  beeaose    of  olodng  the  eeaeion. 
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was  said  to  have  maintained  at  different  universities, 
were  read  to  him.  To  many  of  them,  doubtless,  no 
reply  was  made ;  on  others,  his  answers,  if  we  had 
them,  would  in  all  pi'obability  throw  light  enough  to 
show  that  they  had  been  misundei'stood  or  misrep- 
resented by  his  enemies.  At  the  same  time  it  must 
be  observed  that  the  scholastic  ai'ts  of  the  universi- 
ties claimed,  eveu  in  this  age,  large  liberty  of  discus- 
sion, abused,  sometimes  with  impunity,  to  the  defence 
of  monstrous  propositions,  by  the  side  of  which  the 
most  extravagant  of  Jerome's  appear  tame  and  mod- 
erate. 

The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  with  the  approv- 
al of  his  colleagues,  then  summed  up  the  several 
charges  against  Jerome,  taking  notice  also  of  his 
replies.  He  concluded  that  a  fourfold  conviction  of 
heresy  was  proved  agaiust  him.  But,  he  said,  that 
since  Jerome  had  repeatedly  besought  a  public  au- 
dience to  be  allowed  him,  his  request  had  been 
generally  acceded  to,  so  that  he  might  now  be  heard 
in  public  audience  and  expose  whatever  vain  obloquy 
rested  upon  him.^ 

He  then  turned  to  Jerome,  and  told  him  that  if  he 
had  anything  to  say,  he  was  at  liberty  to  say  it,  since 
the  present  congregation  had  been  called  for  his  sake, 
and  no  other.  If  he  wished  to  say,  allege,  or  propose 
anything  in  defence  of  his  innocence,  he  might  do  it ; 
and,  moi'eover,  if  he  chose  to  revoke  his  error,  the 
council,  proceeding  with  gentleness  and  mercy,  would 
receive  him  back  to  the  bosom  of  holy  mother 
church, — since  there  had  been  in  the  church  many 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  756. 


dbyGoogle 


220  LIFE   AND   TIMES   OF   JOHH"   HTJSS.  [Ca,  VIl 

heretics,  who  had  recanted  their  errors,  reformed 
their  lives,  and  received  peaance  for  the  sins  which 
they  had  committed.  But  in  case  he  should  decline 
to  pursue  this  course,  the  council  would  then  be 
under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  against  him  ac- 
cording to  the  forma  of  law.^ 

Jerome  was  prompt  to  improve  the  privilege  he 
had  so  long  and  so  anxiously  desired.  The  houi-s  of 
his  tedious  imprisonment  had  restored  him  to  him- 
self. Pale  and  worn  as  he  was,  he  arose  and  boldly 
faced  the  assembly.  All  could  see  at  a  glance  that 
he  was  master  of  himself,  and,  notwithstanding  his 
long  imprisonment  and  suffering,  of  all  his  wonder- 
ful powers.  The  memory  of  his  shameful  and  cow- 
ardly recantation  had  filled  him  with  remote,  but  a 
remorse  that  stung  him  to  the  purpose  of  a  noble, 
disavowal  of  what  he  now  accounted  his  disgrace. 
His  whole  appearance  must  have  commanded  re- 
spect. His  bearing  throughout  betrayed  neither 
timidity  nor  weakness.  In  the  portrait  of  him,  which 
has  preserved  his  features  for  us,  we  read  the  restless 
energy  and  the  daring  promptitude  of  the  man, 
Nature  had  stamped  upon  his  face  the  chivalry  of  a 
heroic  nature.  No  common  soul  spoke  out  in  those 
large  piercing  eyes,  and  that  bold  high  forehead,  and 
tht^e  lips  that  seemed  instinct  with  the  eloquence 
they  uttered.  Men  gazed  upon  him  with  adraii'ation. 
He  felt  himself  that  he  stood  before  the  world,  and 
was  resolved,  with  death  before  him,  to  bear  a  noble 
testimony  to  the  justice  of  his  cause. 

Jerome  prefaced  his  defence  with  a  prayer  that 

'  L'En&nt,  391. 
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G-od  would  deign  to  aid  bim,  and  inspire  him  to  speak 
only  such  words  as  should  be  fitting  and  consistent 
with  the  well-being  and  safety  of  bis  soul.  He  then 
besought  all  those  present,  that  they  would  pray  God, 
the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  the  whole  heavenly  host  in 
his  behalt"  that  they  would  so  illuminate  his  mind 
and  his  understanding  that  he  might  speak  nothing 
that  could  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  his  eternal  wel- 
fare. 

"  I  am  awarGj"  said  he,  "  most  learned  men,  that 
many  excellent  men  have  suffered  things  unworthy 
of  their  virtues,  borne  down  by  false  witnesses,  con- 
demned by  unjust  judges."  He  proceeded  to  the 
statement  of  his  own  case,  in  which  he  wished  to 
show  that  his  own  innocence  had  been  subjected  to  a 
like  hardship.  "Although  certain  judges  had  been 
deputed  by  the  council,  to  whose  examination  be  had 
submitted,  and  who  had  found  in  bim  nothing  on 
which  to  ground  the  charge  of  heresy,  yet  now,  at  the 
instance  of  his  jealous  enemies,  new  judges  bad  been 
deputed  in  bis  case— those  who  now  occupied  the 
bench — an  act  which  he  bad  ever  considered  most 
abhorrent  and  repugnant  to  justice  and  his  own  rights. 
To  the  further  examination  of  these  judges  he  never 
bad  submitted  himself,  nor  would  he  ever  recognize 
them  as  bis  judges.  He  then  passed  in  review  many 
eminent  and  heroic  men,  who  had  been  put  to  death, 
driven  into  banishment,  or  unjustly  thrown  into 
prison.  "  If  I,  myself^"  said  Jerome,  "  should  in  like 
manner  be  condemned,  I  shall  not  be  the  first,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  I  shall  be  the  last,  to  suflPer.  Still  I  have 
a  firm  hope  in  God  my  maker,  that  yet,  when  this 
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life  is  past,  they  who  condemn  Jerome  unjustly,  shall 
see  him  take  precedence  of  them,  and  summon  them 
to  judgment.  And  then  shall  they  be  hound  to 
answer  to  God  and  to  him,  and  give  an  account  for 
the  injustice  with  which  he  was  treated  at  their 
hands."  He  then  spoke  of  Socrates,  unjustly  con- 
demned yet  refusing  the  opportunity  offered  for  his 
escape,  unmoved  alike  by  the  fear  of  prison  and  death, 
although  so  tenible  to  mortal  flesh.  He  then  spoke 
of  the  captivity  of  Piato,  the  banishment  of  Anax- 
agoras,  and  the  tortures  of  Zeno,  as  well  as  the  un- 
just condemnation,  the  exile  and  shameful  death  of 
many  distinguished  heathen,  referring  to  Boethins, 
Kutihus,  Virgil,  Seneca,  and  others.  He  then  passed 
in  review  eminent  men  of  the  Hebrew  nation— Moses, 
a  deliverer  and  lawgiver  of  his  people,  yet  by  them 
wronged  and  slandered ;  Joseph,  sold  into  bondage 
through  the  envy  of  his  brethren ;  Isaiah,  Daniel, 
and  many  of  the  prophets,  reviled  as  impious  or  se- 
ditious, and  wrongfully  condemned.  He  referred  to 
Susanna,  sentenced  on  the  false  witness  of  two  priests, 
though  delivered  by  the  wisdom  of  the  prophet,  and 
to  the  fate  of  many  who,  though  most  holy  men,  had 
perished  by  unrighteous  judgment.  He  then  came 
down  to  the  New  Testament  record,  spoke  of  John 
the  Baptist — of  Christ  himself,  condemned  by  false 
witnesses  and  false  judges— of  Stephen  the  proto- 
martyr,  who,  in  like  manner,  through  false  witnesses, 
was  arraigned,  imprisoned,  and  stoned.  The  apc^tlea 
themselves  were  all  condemned  to  death,  not  as  good 
men,  but  as  seditions,  contemners  of  the  gods,  and 
doers  of  evil  deeds.     It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  if 
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he,  hy  his  jealous  aud  lying  enemies,  should  be  con- 
demned to  the  fire.  "Yet,"  said  he,  "it  is  an  odious 
thing  that  a  priest  should  be  condemned  by  a  priest : 
and  yet  this  has  been  done.  It  m  more  odious  to  be 
condemned  by  a  college  of  priests  :  yet  this  too  has 
taken  place.  But  the  crowning  point  of  iniquity  is, 
when  this  is  done  by  a  council  of  priests :  and  yet  we 
have  seen  even  this  come  to  pass."  As  Jei'ome  ut- 
tered these  words  every  eye  was  fixed  upon  him. 
His  indignant  eloquence  thrilled  and  awed  the  assem- 
bly. Yet  they  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  him. 
Jerome  bearded  the  lion  in  his  den.  The  wild  beast 
qnailed  before  the  steady,  searching  gaze  of  conscious 
integrity  and  power. 

After  this  elocjuent  and  impressive  introduction, 
Jerome  proceeded  to  particulars.  He  said  that  no 
one  had  ever  condemned  him  but  his  former  friends, 
now  alienated  by  hostility,  and  the  Germans,  who 
had  gone  forth  from  Prague.  He  gave  a  brief  aud 
concise  statement  of  the  origin  of  the  university,  its 
endowment  by  Charles  IV.,  for  the  especial  benefit 
of  the  Bohemian  people — compelled  to  go  abroad 
from  a  land  rich  in  nature's  wealth,  to  reap  in  a  for- 
eign land  the  harvests  of  learning.  In  this  university, 
the  old  jealousy  between  the  Germans  and  the 
Greeks,  who  were  represented  by  the  Bohemians, 
their  descendants,  was  revived.  "The  Germans 
formed  the  majority,  and  engrossed  to  themselves 
the  offices  of  honor  and  profit,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Bohemians,  who  were  stripped  of  all.  If  a  Bohe- 
mian graduate  had  not  other  resources,  he  must,  in 
order  to  live,  leave  the  university  and  go  out  into 
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the  towns  and  villages  and  anpport  himself  by  teach- 
ing school.  The  whole  govemment  of  the  university, 
moreover,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Gei-mans.  They 
disposed  of  its  benefices.  They  kept  its  seal.  They 
had  charge  of  its  keys.  Tliey  had  three  voices  out 
of  four  in  its  suffrages,  instead  of  being  counted  as  a 
single  nation.  They  could  do  as  they  pleased.  The 
Bohemians  were  of  no  account.  The  same  was  the 
case  in  the  city  government  of  Prague.  Of  the 
eighteen  membera  of  the  council,  sixteen  were  Ger- 
mans and  two  Bohemians.  The  whole  kingdom  was 
governed  by  Germans,  who  held  all  the  offices.  The 
Bohemian  laity  were  of  no  account.  I  perceived 
this,  as  did  Master  John  Huss,  whom  I  always  held 
as  a  valiant,  just,  and  holy  man.  We,  therefore,  in  our 
anxiety  to  put  a  stop  to  these  things,  went  to  the 
present  king  of  Bohemia  to  explain  to  him,  in  the 
presence  of  some  of  the  nobility,  how  things  were, 
and  what  ill  effects  might  follow  to  the  destruction 
of  the  Bohemian  language," 

Jerome  then  stated  the  measures  he  had  employed 
— persuading  Huss  to  add  his  influence  with  the 
people.  At  the  mention  of  that  name,  all  the  tender 
memories  of  their  former  friendship  were  revived, 
and  Jerome  proceeded  to  speak  of  his  former  asso- 
ciate as  a  just,  holy,  upright,  devout  man,  and  one 
who  had  been  found  abiding  inflexibly  by  the  truth. 
With  such  aid  as  could  be  obtained,  through  Huss 
and  thg  Bohemian  nobles,  Jerome  stated  that  he  se- 
cured a  complete  revolution  in  the  relations  of  the 
two  nations,  so  that  the  Bohemians  occupied  the 
place  previously  filled  by  the  Germans.     Such,  he 
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represented,  were  some  of  the  grounds  of  hostility 
that  had  incited  his  persecution. 

Subsequently  to  this,  Huss  had  inveighed  against 
the  clergy  and  the  ecclesiastical  ordei-s.  He  had 
pointed  out  how  the  priests  indulged  in  pomp  and 
show  and  luxurious  living,  spending  in  feasts  and 
ostentation  the  money  which  belonged  to  the  poor. 
He  had  spoken  of  the  benefices  as  designed  by  God, 
that  tlie  poor  might  be  fed,  churches  built  up  and 
maintained,  and  that  they  should  not  be  perverted  to 
vile  and  unworthy  ends.  Upon  this — Jerome  pro- 
ceeded to  say— the  clergy  rose  up  against  Huss  and 
himself.  They  persecuted  Huss  through  envy,  and 
sent  Michael  de  Deutschbrod  (Causis),  not  a  Bohe- 
mian, but  a  German,  to  the  court  of  Rome,  to  secure 
the  citation  of  Huss  before  it. 

The  result  of  all  this  was,  that  John  Huss  was  at 
last  excommunicated  by  the  judges  deputed  by  that 
court.  Yet  Huss  himself  appealed  from  that  excom- 
munication, and  still,  by  virtue  of  it,  he  was  forbidden 
to  preach.  Things  being  in  this  state,  Jerome  stated 
that  he  had  persuaded  Huss  that  he  ought  to  go  to 
the  council,  at  Constance,  where  he  might  fully  set 
forth  the  real  state  of  things,  vindicate  his  innocence, 
and  defend  himself  in  reference  to  the  penalti^  and 
pains  unfairly  imposed. 

Jerome  then  stated  the  facts  of  Huss'  going  to  Con- 
stance, his  imprisonment,  and  the  charges  of  heresy 
brought  against  him.  He  said  that  on  learning  these 
things,  he  himself  fulfilled  his  promise  made  to  Huss, 
and  followed  him  to  Constance.  Thence,  by  the 
advice  of  men  of  power  and  influence,  and  from  ap- 
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prehension  of  impiisonraeat,  he  had  fled  the  distance 
of  a  few  miles  to  a  village,  where  he  remained  for  the 
space  of  five  days,  wnting  meanwhile  to  the  emperor 
that  great  injustice  was  like  to  be  done  t-o  Huss  since 
he  had  come  provided  with  a  safe-conduct,  and  even 
a  Jew  or  a  Saracen  ought  to  be  free  and  unmolested 
in  coming,  staying,  stating  and  pleading  his  case,  and 
in  departing,  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  safe-conduct  granted  to  Huss.  Many 
similar  documents  also  he  had  sent  to  Constance, 
which  were  affixed  to  the  doors  of  the  churches  and 
to  the  gates  of  the  dwellings  of  the  cardinals.  Re- 
ceiving no  reply  to  these,  he  had  departed  from  the 
place  where  he  had  tarried,  and  set  out  on  his  return 
toward  Bohemia,  On  his  way  he  was  aiTested,  and 
sent,  by  the  council's  direction,  bound  in  chains  to 
Constance.  Here,  on  his  arrival,  he  had  been  cast 
into  prison. 

All  these  circumstances  Jerome  dwelt  upon,  and 
then  described  the  treatment  which  he  had  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  council.  He  had  been  charged 
with  heresy.  A  commission  was  appointed  to  direct 
the  process  against  him.  He  had  been  over-per- 
suaded, by  certain  great  men,  to  refer  himself  to  the 
council,  and  submit  to  the  conditions  it  should  im- 
pose. It  was  their  hope  and  expectation  that  he 
would  be  kindly  treated.  In  these  circumstances, 
afraid  in  his  human  weakness  of  the  fire,  the  heat  of 
which  was  most  cruel,  and  death  by  which  was  moat 
fearful,  he  had  yielded  to  these  persuasions,  and 
abjured,  and  had  moreover  written  his  abjuration  to 
Bohemia,    He  had  also  given  his  assent  to  the  con- 
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demnation  of  the  books  of  John  Huss  and  their  doc- 
trine. But  in  this,  said  he,  "  I  did  not  express  my 
true  belief."  This  much  lie  confessed  he  had  done 
in  violation  of  his  conscience,  since  the  doctrine  of 
John  Huss,  like  liis  life,  was  holy  and  just,  and  in 
this  conviction  he  would  abide,  and  to  it  he  would 
firmly  adhere.  And  to  confirm  this  impression,  he 
had  recalled  the  letter  written  to  Prague,  in  which 
he  had  recanted  the  doctrine  and  the  opinion  which 
he  had  of  Huss. 

He  said,  moreover,  of  the  books  of  Wiekliffe  and 
of  his  doctrine,  '  that  he  never  had  met  with  the 
maa  whose  writings  were  so  excellent  and  profound.' 
This  opinion  he  would  adhere  to,  and  he  had  done 
wrong  in  speaking  otherwise.  For  as  to  what  he  had 
done  in  his  recantation  of  his  views  of  Huss  and  of 
his  doctrine,  he  had  not  done  it  with  the  intention 
of  desisting  from  them,  but,  through  cowardice  and 
fear,  he  had  suffered  the  dread  of  the  fire  to  extort  it. 

But  whatever  Huss  or  "Wiekliffe  may  have  said 
erroneous  in  regard  to  the  sacrament  of  the  altar, 
and  against  the  doctors  of  the  church,  he  rejects, 
and,  in  this  respect,  does  not  follow .  or  hold  their 
opinion.  His  own  views  are  those  held  by  Gregory, 
Ambrose,  Augustine,  Jerome,  and  others,  whose  au- 
thority is  admitted  throughout  the  church.  He  also 
declared,  that  he  considered  the  conduct  and  practice 
of  the  popes  and  cardinals,  their  disposal  of  bene- 
fices, their  luxurious  indulgence  and  style  of  dress, 
to  be  unwarranted,  and  indefensible  on  the  grounds 
of  truth  and  reason,  as  well  as  opposed  to  scripture 
and  the  order  of  the  church.     And  on  this  point  he 
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holds  as  Wickliffe  and  Husa  hold,  and  be  believes 
that  he  is  correct  in  so  believing. 

These  scattered  fragments  of  a  speech,  the  impres- 
sion of  which  must  have  been  extraordinary,  and  the 
spirit  and  ability  of  which  filled  even  his  enemies 
with  admiration,  furnish  us  with  a  mere  outline  of 
the  plan  and  course  of  Jerome's  argument.  He  seems 
to  have  caught  an  inspiration  in  those  prison  hours, 
when  the  thought  of  what  others  had  endured  before 
him  consoled  his  solitude,  that  lifted  him  as  it  were 
above  himself.  On  some  points  he  is  careful  to  state 
his  conformity  to  Catholic  formularies,  but  on  others 
he  avows  his  obnoxious  opinions  with  a  firm  and  un- 
compromising boldness.  His  doctrine  on  the  subject 
of  the  eucharist  was  not  the  one  invented,  in  the 
middle  ages,  for  Berengar  to  tilt  at,  but  the  one  held 
by  the  early  fathers.  There  was  no  real  ground  of 
proceeding,  however,  against  Jerome,  except  his  en- 
dorsement of  Hnss  and  Wickliffe.  The  fact  of  his 
approval  of  these  men  he  did  not  attempt  to  conceal. 
He  frankly  avowed  it,  and,  as  an  act  of  simple  justice 
to  the  injured  men,  vindicated  their  memory.  But 
for  this  he  might  perhaps  have  yet  been  saved.  He 
had  strong  friends.  His  ability  had  found  admirera; 
men  listened  in  astonishment  and  awe  to  his  wonder- 
ful and  impressive  speech.  But  his  enemies  were 
unrelenting,  and  his  friends  were  disappointed.  In- 
stead of  submitting  to  the  council,'  he  had  impeached 
its  wisdom  in  the  sentence  of  Hnss.  Instead  of  con- 
demning the  latter  as  a  heretic,  he  had  eulogized  him 
as  a  martyr.  Thus  his  fate  was  sealed.  None  could 
safely  venture  to  be  any  longer  his  apologist.     The 
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council  appointed  the  following  Sabbatli,  May  30tb, 
as  the  time  for  pronouncing  definitive  sentence 
against  Jerome.^ 

Thus  passed  from  a  transitory  present  into  the 
permanent  records  of  history,  a  scene  that  will  be 
for  ever  memorable  while  truth  is  revered,  or  the 
martyr-spirit  honored.  Jerome  was  an  orator.  Nar 
ture  had  made  him  such.  All  the  various  learning 
of  the  age  bad  helped  to  furnish  his  mind  and  disci- 
pline his  powers.  Gerson  was  perhaps  the  only  man 
in  Europe  who  could  have  been  considered  fairly  his 
intellectual  rival.  But  he  was  more  than  an  orator 
— more  than  a  learned  man.  It  was  the  love  of 
truth  that  made  him  eloquent,  and  it  made  him  a 
martyr  also.  His  false  recantation  had  humbled 
him,  but  only  to  restore  him  to  himself  He  rose 
from  his  fall  a  wiser,  a  stronger,  and  a  better  man. 
He  came  from  his  prison,  as  if  from  the  mount  of 
transfiguration.  There  he  had  held  communion  with 
the  mighty  spirits  of  the  past.  There  he  had  girded 
himself,  in  a  more  than  human  strength,  for  the  mor- 
tal conflict.  He  remembered  the  example  of  Soc- 
rates, but  he  remembered  also  the  example  of  Ste- 
phen ;  and  bis  words  and  bearing  remind  us  of  both. 
Yet  the  philosopher  is  lost  in  the  Christian  martyr ; 
and  the  man  who  does  not  gasje  upon  him  with  admi- 
ration, has  lost,  if  he  ever  had,  the  power  and  sensi- 
bility to  appreciate  the  noble  and  sublime  in  human 
action. 

If  any  one  was  fitted  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the 
man  and  the  occasion,  it  was  one  who  witnessed  it, 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  JB6-761, 
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and  wlio  has  left  us  the  record  of  the  impression 
which  it  made  upon  his  own  mind.  This  man  was 
Poggio  Bracciolini,  who  went  to  Constance  as  the 
secretary  of  John  XXIII.  He  was  a  scholar.  His 
taste  had  been  formed  on  classic  models.  John  of 
Ravenna  taught  him  in  the  Latin  tongue.  A  knowl- 
edge of  the  Greek  language,  as  well  as  of  its  orators, 
poets,  and  philosophers,  he  had  gained  through  the 
celebrated  Emanuel  Chryaoloraa,  himself  a  native 
Greek.  Above  most  of  his  Italian  countrymen, 
Poggio  was  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  classical 
learning.  To  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  discovery 
and  preservation  of  the  writings  of  QointUian,  Lucre- 
tius, and  others.  He  travelled  over  Europe,  and  even 
extended  his  journey  to  England,  in  search  of  the  lost 
treasures.  His  merits  continued  him  in  office  as  pa- 
pal secretary  under  seven  popes.  He  was  a  close 
observer,  careful  and  severe  in  his  critical  judgment, 
and  must  be  regarded  a  witness  free  from  all  suspi- 
cion of  prejudice  in  Jerome's  favor.' 

Yet  his  account  of  the  scene  of  Jerome's  tiial  re- 
minds us  of  Burke's  eulogy  of  Sheridan's  elocLuence. 
In  spite  of  every  bias  against  the  prisoner,  the  papal 
secretary  was  forced  into  an  enthusiastic  panegyric 
of  him.  Some  portions  of  his  letter  to  Leonard 
Aretin,  which  have  not  already  been  incorporated 
into  the  account  of  Jerome's  speech,  are  of  special 
interest.  His  descriptions  are  those  of  an  eye-wit- 
ness, and  are  truthful  and  vivid.  ' "  After  having 
spent  some  time  at  the  baths,  I  wrote  thence  a  let- 

;a9  SjlriuB,  p.  73.    Van  der  Hardt,  i.  203. 
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ter  to  our  friend  Nicholaus,  which  I  think  yoa  must 
have  read.  A  few  days  subsequent,  and  shortly  after 
my  return,  to  Constance,  the  case  of  Jerome,  charged 
with  heresy,  was  brought  before  the  council.  I  de- 
termined to  pass  the  matter  in  review  before  you,  as 
well  for  its  own  importance,  as  especially  for  the 
eloquence  and  learning  of  the  man.  I  confess  that 
I  never  saw  one  who  approached  so  near,  in  pleading 
his  own  cause — and  that  a  capital  on* — to  the  elo- 
quence of  those  ancient  models  which  we  regard 
with  such  admiration.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  with 
what  language,  what  eloquence,  what  arguments, 
what  countenance,  what  oratory,  and  with  what  con- 
fidence he  answered  his  prosecutors,  and  summed  up 
in  his  own  defence.  It  is  sad  that  so  noble,  so  supe- 
rior an  intellect  should  have  been  led  off  to  heretical 
pursuits — if  indeed  the  reports  in  regard  to  him  are 
true.  Bat  it  is  no  business  of  mine  to  determine 
this,  for  I  but  acquiesce  in  the  sentence  of  those  who 
are  accounted  more  wise.  Do  not  expect  from  me  a 
documentary  history  of  the  case.  That  would  be 
tedious,  and  would  require  the  labor  of  days.  I  will 
only  touch  on  some  of  the  more  prominent  points, 
by  which  you  may  understand  the  doctrine  of  the 
man, 

"After  having  produced  many  articles  against  him 
to  convict  him  of  heresy,  and  corroborated  them 
by  witnesses,  they  allowed  him  to  answer  to  each 
point  urged  against  him.  He  was  led  into  the  midst 
of  the  assembly,  and  required  to  reply  to  each  charge 
by  itself  For  a  long  time  he  refused  to  do  so,  de- 
claring that  he  would  plead  his  own  cause  before  he 
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rep]iei3  to  the  malice  of  his  enemies.  After  he  bad 
spoken  and  been  heard  in  his  own  "behalf,  then  he  said 
he  would  speak  to  the  accusations  and  invidious 
charges  of  his  enemies.  This  condition  the  council 
refused  to  grant.  Jerome  replied  in  an  indignant 
strain :  '  "What  injustice  !  you  have  kept  me  shut  up 
for  three  hundred  and  forty  days,  chained,  in  differ- 
ent prisons,  in  the  midst  of  filth  and  stench,  and  in 
want  of  every  thing.  You  have  given  ear  to  my 
enemies  and  slanderers,  but  will  not  listen  to  me  for 
a  single  hour.  I  do  not  wonder  that  when  your  ears 
have  been  so  long  open  to  their  persuasions,  they 
should  have  led  you  to  believe  that  I  was  a  heretic, 
an  enemy  of  the  faith,  and  a  persecutor  of  the  clergy, 
and  that  no  chance  of  defending  myself  should  be 
allowed.  You  have  by  prejudice  been  led  to  account 
me  a  criminal,  before  you  could  know  that  I  was  one. 
But  yon  are  men — not  gods,  not  immortal,  but  mor- 
tal men.  You  may  err,  be  deceived,  be  misled.  The 
lights  of  the  world,  the  wisest  of  the  earth,  are  said 
to  be  assembled  here.  It  becomes  you  to  see  to  it 
that  nothing  be  done  rashly,  unadvisedly,  or  contrary 
to  justice.  I  am  a  man,  and  my  life  is  at  stake.  For 
myself  I  do  not  speak.  Sooner  or  later  I  must  die. 
But  it  seems  an  unworthy  thing,  that  the  wisdom  of 
so  many  men  should  proceed  against  me  in  violation 
of  equity,  a  course  not  so  injurious  for  present  results 
as  for  future  precedent.'^ 

"  Much  more  did  Jerome  utter  in  the  same  noble 
strain.  But  the  noise  and  murmurs  of  the  assembly 
interrupted  him  in  his  speech.     At  length  it  was 
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decided  that  he  should  answer  first  to  the  charges 
against  him,  when  full  liberty  of  speech,  as  he  de- 
manded, should  be  allowed.  The  articles  of  accu- 
sation were  read  to  him,  one  by  one,  with  the  testi- 
mony by  which  they  were  sustained,  and  he  was  then 
asked  what  objections  he  bad  to  offer  to  them.  It 
was  wonderful  with  what  ability  be  replied,  and 
what  arguments  he  urged  in  his  own  defence.  He 
adduced  nothing  that  was  not  worthy  of  a  good 
man ;  and  if  his  real  belief  was  what  he  professed, 
not  oidy  could  no  cause  of  death  be  found  in  him, 
but  not  even  the  lightest  ground  of  accusation.  He 
declared  that  all  that  was  urged  against  him  was 
false,  made  up  by  the  envy  of  his  enemies.  Among 
other  things,  when  the  article  was  read  charging  him 
with  being  a  slandei'er  of  the  Apostolic  See,  an  op- 
ponent of  the  Roman  pontiff,  an  enemy  of  the  car- 
dinals, a  persecutor  of  the  prelates  and  the  clergy, 
and  an  enemy  of  the  Christiao  religion,  he  rose,  and 
in  tones  of  pathos,  with  lifted  hands,  exclaimed, 
'Whither  shall  I  now  turn?  Fathers,  whose  aid 
shall  I  implore  ?  Whom  shall  I  deprecate  ?  Whom 
beseech?  You?  But  these  my  persecutora  have 
alienated  your  minds  from  me,  in  declaring  that  I  am 
the  enemy  of  all  that  are  to  judge  me.  For  they 
imagined  that,  if  the  accusations  which  they  have 
framed  against  me  should  seem  light,  you  would  con- 
demn by  your  sentence  one  who  is  the  common  en- 
emy and  assailant  of  all,  as  they  have  falsely  repre- 
sented me  to  be.  So  that  if  you  give  ear  to  their 
words,  I  have  no  more  hope  of  safety  left.'  ^     Often 

'  Mon.  Hua.,  ii„  859. 
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liis  sarcasm  was  stinging.  Often,  even  in  His  sad  and 
perilous  situation,  he  forced  the  council  to  laughter  aa 
he  exposed  the  absurdity  of  the  charges  against  him, 
or  met  them  with  ridicule  and  sarcasm. 

"  When  asked  what  he  thought  of  the  sacrament, 
he  replied,  '  Fii-st,  bread  in  the  consecration,  and  after- 
ward the  true  body.'  '  But,'  said  one,  '  they  say  that 
you  said,  after  consecration  there  remains  bread,' 
'  Yes,'  replied  he,  '  at  the  baker's.'  A  Franciscan 
monk  iaveighed  against  him:  ' Silence,  you  hypo- 
crite,' said  Jerome.  Another  swore  by  his  con- 
science. '  It  is  the  safest  way,'  said  Jerome,  '  to  carry 
out  your  deception.'  One  of  his  chief  opponents  he 
treated  with  derisive  contempt.  He  spoke  of  him 
never  except  as  '  dog'  and  '  ass.' "  Such  was  Jerome's 
defence  on  his  second  day  of  audience  (May  23). 
Poggio  characterizes  it  as  able  and  pathetic.  As  he 
appeared  at  the  next  audience,  (May  26,)  the  remain- 
ing accusations,  with  the  testimony,  were  I'ead,  at 
somewhat  tedious  length.  When  the  reading  was 
ended,  Jerome  arose.  " Since,"  said  he,  "you  have 
listened  so  attentively  to  my  enemies,  it  is  befitting 
that  you  should  give  ear  to  me  with  equal  readincas." 
Many  clamored  against  it,  but  the  opportunity  at 
last  was  given  bim  to  proceed.^ 

Commencing  with  prayer  to  God  for  that  spirit 
and  that  power  of  utterance  which  should  tend  to 
the  advantage  and  salvation  of  his  soul,  he  addressed 
the  council  in  the  language  which  we  have  already 
noted.*  His  exposition,  of  his  own  life  and  pursuits, 
says  Poggio,  was  admirable.     It  showed  him  great 

'  Mon.  Hub.,  ii.  3B9.  '  Pagea  221-228. 
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aod  virtaous.  The  hearts  of  all  were  moved  to  pity. 
As  he  discussed  the  differences  of  men  in  matters 
of  speculative  opinion,  he  manifested  a  largeness  of 
mind  and  apprehension  which  was  worthy  to  be 
admired.  "  Of  old,  learned  and  lioly  men  in  matters 
of  faith  had  differed  in  opinion,  yet  not  to  the  prej- 
udice of  faith  itself,  but  to  the  .discovery  of  truth. 
Augustine  and  Jerome  disagreed,  nay  opposed  each 
other  on  some  points,  yet  neither  was  on  this  account 
suspected  of  heresy." 

Poggio  pronounces  Jerome  to  have  been  a  man  of 
most  remarkable  ability.^  "  When  interrupted,  as 
he  often  was  in  his  speech,  by  clamors,  or  persons 
carping  at  his  language  in  a  manner  most  provoking, 
he  left  not  one  of  them  unscathed.  All  felt  his  ven- 
geance, and  were  put  either  to  shame  or  silence.  If 
murmui's  arose,  he  paused  and  protested  against  the 
disturbance.  He  would  then  resume  his  speech, 
again  and  again  interrupted,  yet  begging  and  be- 
seeching them  still  to  allow  him  liberty  of  speech, 
whom  they  would  never  hear  again.  All  the  confu- 
sion did  not  break  him  down.  He  retained  through- 
out his  firmness  and  self-possession.  How  wonderful 
was  his  memory,  that  never  failed  him,  though  for 
three  hundred  and  forty  days  thrust  in  the  dungeon 
of  a  dark  and  filthy  prison  !  Yet  of  this  grievance, 
which  he  indignantly  complained,  he  said  '  that  as  a 
brave  man  it  did  not  become  him  to  moan  about  it 
that  he  was  treated  with  such  indignity,  but  he  was 
surprised  at  the  inhumanity  which  others  had  shown 
him.     In  this  dark  prison  he  had  no  chance  to  read, 

'  Maximi  ingeoii  fuit,  Mod.  Hue.,  ii.  S69, 
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nor  could  be  even  see  to  do  it.'  I  say  nothing  of  his 
anxiety  of  mind  by  which  be  was  harassed  day  after 
day,  and  which  might  well  have  destroyed  his  raem- 
oiy.  Yet  he  adduced  in  his  favor  the  authority  of 
so  many  men  of  the  highest  wisdom  and  learning,  so 
many  doctora  of  the  chnrch  whose  words  testified  in 
bis  behalf,  that  yoq  could  not  have  expected  more 
if  the  whole  space  of  bis  imprisonment  had  been 
devoted  in  undisturbed  leisure  to  the  studies  of  wis- 
dom. His  voice  was  sweet,  full,  sonorous,  impressive 
in  its  tones.  His  gesture  was  that  of  the  orator, 
adapted,  as  occasipn  required,  either  to  express  in- 
dignation or  to  excite  pity,  which  nevertheless  he 
neither  asked  for,  nor  showed  an  anxiety  to  obtain. 
He  stood  before  the  assembly,  so  fearless  and  in- 
trepid, not  only  scorning  to  live,  'but  welcoming 
death,  that  you  would  have  called  him  a  second 
Cato.  O  man !  worthy  art  thou  to  be  forever  re- 
membered among  men  !  I  do  not  praise  him  in  any 
respect  in  which  be  was  opposed  to  the  institutions 
of  the  church.  I  admire  bis  learning,  his  extensive 
knowledge,  his  eloquence,  and  bis  skill  in  ai'gament. 
I  only  fear  that  all  nature's  gifts  have  been  bestowed 
to  work  his  ruin." 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

SENTENCE   AND   EXECUTION   OF  JEEOME. 

DiSPOSIIJON    OP    THB   OonNOIL    ToWARD  JbROMB,  —  EFFORTS  TO   SaTS    HiK.  —  HiS 

PiBMNEaa.  —  Tetino  CiBouHSTiBCEa.  —  TwEBTi-FiEaT  Session  of  the  Council. 

^BFFOHre  to  Induce  Jerome  to  Recant  and  Submit  to  the  Council. — The 

CONFBKENCB.  —  JeHOBB'S  EiOQDENT  RePLT.  ~The   BrSHOP  OF  Lodi'b  SeruON. — 

The  NsoEsaiTr  of  Sktere  Measuebs.  ^  The  Gmii  op  Jehomb  in  Hra  PnEsniip- 
TiON  AND  Depbnce  OF  His  EiiRons.  —  Charitt  of  the  Council  in  tee  Treatment 
OF  Jeromb.  —  How  A  Heretic  Should  be  Dealt  With.  —  Sis  JlTseiirEFS  Jerome 
Had  Done  bi  his  Speech.  —  Jerome's  Rbplt  to  the  Sbbuon,  and  His  Own  Db- 
PENCE.  —  His  Catholicity.  —  His  Appeal.  -  The  Sentence.  —  Caspar  ScHLiCBi'a 
PBOTEaT.— Jerome  Prepared  fob  Execution.  — His  Conduct  on  the  Wat  to 
TEIB  Stake.  — Scenes  at  the  Eiecution.  —  Jbbome  Addresses  the  Crowd.— 
His  Fbothacted  Sdffeeings.  —  Hia  Death.  —  The  Dust  Rbmoted.  —  The  Earth 
About  the  Staee  Carried  to  Praqub. 

May  26,  1416  — Max  80,  1416. 

Jeeome  was  borne  back  from  the  council  to  liis 
dnngeon,  there  to  await  liis  final  sentence.  The 
severity  of  his  imprisonment,  which  had  been  some- 
what relaxed,  was  now  increased.  He  was  more 
strictly  fettered  than  before.  Hia  hands,  his  arms, 
and  his  feet  were  loaded  with  irons. 

The  members  of  the  council  were  vaiioualy  dis- 
posed toward  him.  Some  were  gratified,  undoubt- 
edly, that  a  stop  was  now  to  be  put  to  his  bold  and 
agitating  career.  Others  exulted  over  him  as  a  fallen 
foe,  and  triumphed  in  his  doom  as  the  victim  of  their 
personal  malice.  Nearly  all  despaired  of  rescuing 
(237) 
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him.  Those  who  had  listened  to  his  speech,  and 
heard  its  candid  and  manly  avowals,  said  to  each 
other,  "  He  has  pronounced  his  sentence."  Still  there 
were  many  that  could  not  thus  abandon  him.  Nu- 
merous members  of  the  council,  embracing  the  most 
learned  of  the  body,  interested  themselves  in  his  be- 
half.^ Poggio  is  said  to  have  employed  his  influence 
to  the  same  purpose.  The  Cardinal  of  Florence  cok- 
vereed  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  dissuade  him 
from  the  resolution  he  had  adopted.  But  all  was  in 
vain.  Jerome  saw  no  honorable  way  of  escape  from 
the  fate  to  which  he  was  doomed  through  his  refusal 
to  abjure.  He  was  now  at  last  resolved,  living  or 
dying,  to  remain  true  to  his  convictions.  He  scorned 
any  more  to  dissemble,  as  he  bad  done,  and  betrayed 
no  longer  any  sign  of  weakness  or  hesitation.  Death 
by  Are  was  not  so  tei'rible  as  the  disgrace  and  guilt 
of  a  feigned  recantation, — ^the  only  one  which  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  make. 

If,  in  the  earlier  period  of  his  -imprisonment, 
Jerome  showed  himself  tremulous  and  timid,  as  com- 
pared with  Hubs,  these  closing  hours  of  his  trial  dis- 
play his  character  in  a  nobler  light.  His  prison  es 
perience  was  aggi'avated  by  some  hardships  from 
which  Huss  was  spared.  The  latter  had  his  friends 
warm  and  true,  who  refused  to  desert  him,  and 
remained  faithful  to  the  end.  In  the  enthusiasm  of 
his  gratitude,  he  writes  of  the  generous  countenance 
and  sympathy  afforded  him  by  the  Knight  John  de 

'  Poggio  says  that  after  his  audi-  sum  a  sua  eententia  dimoverent,  inter 

ence,  (May  26tli,)  "  Datum  deine  apa-  qnos  Oardinalis  FloreDtJnua  eum  adiit, 

oiuin  pfenitendi  bidno.    llulti  ad  il-  ut  flecteret  ad  viam  reotain." — Man, 

'  i  ernditissimi,  at  ip-  Sia,  ii.  360. 
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Cblum,  and  speaks  of  tlie  consolation  and  strengtli 
which  were  thus  ministered  to  him  in  his  houra  of 
weakness  and  despondency.  The  presence  and  coun- 
sel of  those  in  whom  he  could  confide  lightened  the 
load  of  his  anxiety  and  anguish.  They  stood  by  him, 
and  stood  by  him  to  the  last.  But  when  the  deed 
was  done,— when  Hnss  was  executed, — Constance  was 
no  longer  the  place  for  them.  They  departed,  and 
Jerome  was  left  alone.  "We  hear  no  more  of  Chlum, 
Duba,  or  Peter  the  Notary.  Jerome  was  kept  a  close 
prisoner ;  and,  even  had  they  remained,  they  would, 
probably,  have  been  denied  access  to  him  in  his 
prison-cell. 

Who  can  enter  into  the  anxieties  and  agony  of  the 
prisoner,  wearing  out  his  solitary  hours  in  a  close, 
foul,  and  gloomy  cell,  cheei'ed  by  no  friendly  face  or 
kindly  word  ?  And  yet  how  noble,  in  such  circum- 
stances as  these,  was  the  self-recovery  of  Jerome  ! 
Uncounselled  but  by  his  conscience  and  his  God,  he 
rose  from  his  fall,  in  the  intrepidity  and  courage  of  a 
genuine  martyr,  blotting  out,  by  an  honest  and  hearty 
avowal  of  his  eiTor,  the  stain  of  what  he  thence- 
forth accounted' his  weakness  and  his  disgrace. 

The  council  met  in  its  twenty-first  session  on  Sun- 
day, May  30th,  1416,  to  pronounce  sentence  upon 
the  prisoner.  There  was  no  longer  any  doubt  of  the 
result — -no  chance,  so  far  as  any  change  in  him  was 
concerned,  for  averting  his  doom.  A  French  writer,^ 
quoting  from  Theobald's  history  of  the  Hussite  war, 
gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  efforts  employed  to 
induce  him  to  recant,  some    of  which   have   been 

'  BonnecQose,  123. 
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already  referred  to.  "I  will  abjure,"  replied  Jerome 
to  their  urgent  entreaties,  "  if  you  demonstrate  to  me 
from  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  my  doctrine  is  false." 

"Can  you  be  to  such  an  extent  your  own  enemy?" 
inqaired  the  bishops, 

"  What ! "  replied  he,  "  do  you  suppose  that  life  is  so 
precious  to  me,  that  I  fear  to  yield  it  for  the  truth, 
or  for  Him  who  gave  His  for  me  ?  Are  you  not  car- 
dinals ?  are  you  not  bishops  1  and  can  you  be  igno- 
rant of  what  Christ  has  said :  '  He  that  does  not  give 
up  all  that  he  hath  for  my  sake,  is  not  worthy  of  me  ? ' 
.  .  ,  Behind  me,  tempters  !  " 

The  Cardinal  of  Forenee  presented  himself.  He 
sent  for  Jerome,  and  said  to  him,  "Jerome,  you  are 
a  learned  man,  whom  God  has  loaded  with  the  choic- 
est of  gifts ;  do  not  employ  them  to  your  own  ruin, 
but  for  the  advantage  of  the  church.  The  council 
has  compassion  on  you,  and,  on  account  of  your  rare 
talents,  would  regret  to  behold  yon  on  your  way  to 
execution.  You  may  aspire  to  high  honors,  and  be 
a  powerful  succor  to  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  if 
you  consent  to  be  converted,  like  St.  Peter  or  St. 
Paul.  The  church  is  not  to  such  a  point  cruel,  as  to 
refuse  a  pardon  if  you  become  worthy  of  it.  And 
I  promise  you  every  kind  of  favor,  when  it  shall  be 
found  that  neither  obstinacy  nor  falsehood  remains  in 
you.  Reflect  whilst  it  is  yet  time ;  spare  your  own 
life,  and  open  your  heart  to  me," 

Jerome  replied,  "The  only  favor  that  I  demand—- 
and  which  I  have  always  demanded — is  to  be  con- 
vinced by  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  body,  which 
haa  suffered  such  frightful  torments  in  my  chains,  will 
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also  know  how  to  support  death,  by  fire,  for  Jesus 
Christ." 

"Jerome,"  asked  the  cardinal,  "do  you  suppose 
yourself  to  be  wiser  than  all  the  council  ? " 

"I  am  anxious  to  be  instructed,"  rejoined  Jerome, 
"  and  he  who  desires  to  be  instructed,  cannot  be  in- 
fatuated by  ideas  of  his  own  wisdom." 

"And  in  what  manner  do  you  desire  to  be  in- 
structed?" 

"By  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  our  illumina- 
ting torch." 

"  "What !  is  every  thing  to  be  judged  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures  ?  Who  can  perfectly  comprehend  them  ? 
■And  must  not  the  fathers  be  at  last  appealed  to,  to 
interpret  them  ? " 

"What  do  X  hear!"  cried  Jerome.  "Shall  the 
word  of  Grod  be  declared  fallacious?  And  shall 
it  not  be  listened  to?  Are  the  traditions  of  men 
more  worthy  of  faith  than  the  holy  gospel  of  our 
Saviour?  Paul  did  not  exhort  the  priests  to  lis- 
ten to  old  men  and  traditions,  but  said  'the  Holy 
Scriptures  will  instruct  you.'  O  Sacred  Scriptures, 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost !  already  men  esteem 
you  less  than  what  they  themselves  forge  every  day! 
I  have  lived  long  enough.  Great  God !  receive  my 
life  ;  thou  canst  restore  it  to  me." 

"  Heretic  ! "  said  the  cardinal,  regarding  him  with 
anger,  "  I  repent  having  so  long  pleaded  with  you. 
I  see  that  you  are  urged  on  by  the  devil." 

As  the  twenty-first  session  opened,  the  report  of 
Jerome's  firmness,  as  well  as  of  his  previous  bearing  in 
the  prison  conference,  which  had  been  noised  abroad, 
VOL.  n.  16 
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drew  multitudes  together.  His  condemnatioD  and 
execution  made  it  to  them,  in  anticipation,  as  it  did 
to  others  afterward  in  retrospect,  a  memorable  day. 
The  emperor  was  still  absent,  but  the  Elector  Pala 
tine  occupied'  his  place  as  protector  of  the  council. 
By  his  orders  the  troops  were  called  out  and  placed 
under  arms.  The  Bishop  of  Riga  then  had  Jerome 
led  into  the  cathedral,  once  more  to  be  cited  to  re- 
tract, and,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  hear  his  sentence.^ 

When  he  was  formally  called  upon  to  retract, 
according  to  some  historianSj  previous  to  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  in  his  case,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Almighty  God !  and  you  who  hear  me,  be  wit- 
nesses !  I  swear  that  I  believe  all  the  ai'ticles  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  as  the  church  believes  and  observes 
them ;  but  I  refuse  to  subscribe  to  the  conderanation 
of  those  just  and  holy  men  whom  you  have  unjustly 
condemned,  because  they  have  denounced  the  scan- 
dals of  your  life,  and  it  is  for  this  that  I  am  about 


Jerome  then  repeated  aloud  the  Nicene  creed,  and 
the  confession  of  Athanasius,  and  spoke  for  a  con- 
siderable time  with  as  much  ability  as  eloquence. 
All  were  lost  in  admiration  at  his  knowledge  and  his 
admirable  language.  Several  drew  near  him,  and 
presented  him  with  a  new  form  of  retraction,  exhort- 
ing him  to  allow  himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  ;  but 
he  refused  to  listen  to  any  exhortation  on  that  point. 

The  Bishop  of  Lodi  then  ascended  the  pulpit, 
and  chose  for  his  text  ^  Mark  xvi.  14.  "  Afterward 
be  appeared  unto  the  eleven,  as  they  sat  at  meat,  and 

'  Mon.  Hus.ii,  863.  '  Jb.  '  L'Enfent,  394. 
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upbraided  them  with  their  unbelief  and  hardness  of 
heart."  The  sermon  is  curious  in  many  respects.  It 
betrays  with  a  kiss — it  stabs  under  the  mask  of  char- 
ity. The  logic  of  persecution  whines  and  weeps, 
and  recounts  the  evidence  of  its  tenderness,  as  it 
strikes  the  victim.  The  Introduction  of  the  discourse 
is  an  attempt  to  show,  that  where  milder  measures 
fail  more  severe  ones  must  be  applied.  "A  hard 
knot  cannot  be  split  but  by  a  heavy  blow."  "  A  vir- 
ulent disease  requires  a  more  active  remedy;  a  dan- 
gerous wound  a  more  skilfully  bound  ligament.  To 
bend  the  hard  iron  into  shape,  it  must  be  subject  to 
a  hotter  fire,  and  beat  with  a  heavier  hammer." 

He  then  applied  these  principles  to  Jerome's  case, 
and  turning  to  the  pnsoner  addressed  himself  directly 
to  him :  "  I  knew  that  thou  wert  stubborn,  that  thy 
neck  was  iron,  and  thy  brow  brass.  But  be  assured 
that  a  hard  heart  shall  have  evil  at  last,  and  he  that 
loves  danger  shall  perish  in  it. 

"  Consider,  also,  that  though  my  reproof  sounds 
harshly  to  the  outward  ear,  yet  a  charitable  delight 
in  mercy  dwells  within  it.  And,  as  by  word  and 
speech  I  ought  not  to  spare  you,  so  do  I  purpose, 
with  good  will  and  with  gentle  charity,  to  rebuke 
your  faults.  .  .  .  Wherefore,  think  liot  that  I  wish 
to  add  afflictions  to  one  already  afflicted,  or  stir  np 
the  fire  to  a  new  heat  by  the  sword.  But  that  you 
may  assui-edly  know  with  what  charity  you  are  to  be 
reproved,  with  what  love  you  are  to  be  shielded, 
with  what  long-suffering  and  considerate  kindness 
exhorted  to  relinquish  your  folly,  I  have  selected  for 
my  proposed  theme  the  words  of  the  text." 
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TIk*  speaker  then  proceeded  to  state  what  had 
been  the  guilt  of  Wickliffe  and  Huss.  Jerome  like- 
wise had  come  under  the  same  condenmation.  His 
unbelief,  which  had  led  to  heresy  and  perfidy,  was 
bad,  but  the  hardness  of  bis  heart  was  woi-se  by  far, 
"  Those  who  defend  their  error  without  stubbornness 
or  obstinacy,  and  are  still  ready  to  be  set  right,  are 
by  no  means  to  be  reckoned  heretics.  But  they  who, 
despising  the  decisions  of  the  fathers,  endeavor,  with 
all  their  might,  to  defend  their  perfidy,  are  more  fit 
to  die  than  to  be  corrected.  .  .  .  Error  and  unbelief 
are  alike  to  be  reproved,  but  stubbornness  of  heart 
is  to  be  condemned.  .  .  .  Evils  that  might  grow  with 
time  are  at  once  to  be  met.  Due  coiTection  should 
instruct  ignorance,  and  severe  discipline  control  obsti- 
nacy and  hardness  of  heart.  It  is  better,  says  Isidore, 
that  one  guilty  one  be  punched  for  the  good  of  many, 
than  that  many  be  endangered  by  the  impunity  of 
one.  Wherefore,  heretics  are  to  be  publicly  extir- 
pated, lest  they  ruin  othei-s  by  their  evil  example, 
false  doctrine,  and  contagious  influence.  Unbelief, 
when  it  submits  to  correction,  merits  pardon ;  but 
stubbornness  and  obstinacy  are  only  to  be  dealt  with 
by  exterminating  them.  Let  no  one  then  be  pre- 
sumptuously s;  ibborn  and  contumacious  in  heart ; 
let  no  one  be  confident  in  his  own  vain  fancy.  He 
is  too  hasty  who  resolves  to  enter  where  he  has  seen 
others  fall,  and  he  too  reckless  who  is  not  struck  with 
fear  when  others  perish.  When  a  fault  is  defended, 
it  is  repeated,  and  he  adds  sin  to  sin  who  shame- 
lessly and  obstinately  defends  his  evil  deeds.  Hard- 
ness of  heart  is  therefore  to  be  detested,  > 
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that  which  is  not  healed  by  contrition,  controlled  by 
devotion,  or  moved  by  prayers,  which  does  not  yield 
to  threatenings,  and  is  confirmed  by  blows.  Hence 
he  is  inexcusably  criminal  who  refuses  to  repent,  and 
retains  his  pride. 

"  There  are  two  things  among  human  errura  too 
hard  to  be  tolerated:  presumption  before  truth  is 
discovered,  and  a  presumptuous  defence  of  what  is 
false,  afterward.  No  presumptuous  man  will  confess 
his  fault,  because  he  does  not  believe  himself  guilty. 
If  he  sees  it,  he  will  not  suffer  himself  to  be  con- 
vinced, or  be  regarded  as  delinquent.  Most  damna- 
ble, therefore,  is  a  presumptuous  piide,  and  a  proud 
pi-esumption,  which,  in  the  absence  of  truth,  would 
arrogate  to  itself  a  fictitious  justice,  and  ceases  not 
to  be  proud  of  its  own  knowledge."  Applying  these 
principles  in  the  case  of  Jerome,  the  bishop  expresses 
his  fear  lest  presumption  should  prove  his  ruin.  Here 
was  the  hidden  precipice ;  here,  in  this,  the  labyrinth 
of  bis  errors.  "This  obstinacy  of  yours  has  pro- 
cured your  doom.  Though  you  are  a  learaed  man, 
and  have  been  a  teacher,  you  have  been  deceived,  as 
I  think,  by  your  excessive  presumption.  Error  has 
led,  step  by  step,  to  further  error. 

"I  have  purposed  to  smite  you,  Jerome,  upon  both 
cheeks,  though  ever  with  that  fitting  charity  which 
heals  while  it  wounds,  and  soothes  while  it  pierces. 
Wherefore,  turn  not  your  face  upon  me  like  a  flinty 
rock.  But  rather,  according  to  the  gospel,  when  you 
are  smitten  on  one  cheek,  turn  the  other  also.  I  will 
smite  you,  therefore,  and  would  that  I  might  heal. 
You  ought  to  be  softened  in  spirit  by  the  memory 
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of  the  crimes  you  have  committed,  and  in  view  of 
the  excessive  benignity  of  your  judges." 

Premising  that  he  does  not  throw  another's  fllth 
in  Jerome's  face,  but  his  own,  that  he  may  see  aud 
repent  his  crimes,  the  speaker  proceeds  to  set  forth 
the  mischiefs  done  in  Bohemia  by  Jerome  and  Huss. 
"  Happy  kingdom,"  he  exclaims,  "  if  this  man  had 
not  been  born !  ....  Of  how  great  evils  was  the 
presumption  of  these  two  men  the  root !  What 
violence,  exiles,  robberies,  desolations,  have  sprung 
from  It ! " 

Such,  according  to  the  bishop,  was  the  blow  on 
the  one  cheek.  The  other  Is,  to  say  the  least,  hypo- 
cntically  odious,  though  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lodi  were,  beyond  doubt,  conscientiously 
cruel. 

He  proceeds  to  contrast  the  waj^-  in  which  a  heretic 
deserved  to  be  treated,  with  the  gentleness  used  in 
Jerome's  case,  "  Heretics  ought  to  be  carefully 
sought  after,  arrested,  and  committed  to  close  prison. 
Articles  of  accusation  should  be  received  against 
them,  and  in  their  case,  all  sorts  of  pei'sons,  the  in- 
famous, usui'era,  the  ribalds,  or  even  public  prosti- 
tutes, should  be  allowed  to  testify.  Heretics,  more- 
over, should  be  adjured  and  required  under  oath  to 
declare  the  truth.  On  their  refusal  to  do  this,  they 
are  to  be  put  to  the  torture,  which  should  be  severe 
and  varied.  None  should  be  allowed  admittance  to 
them,  .except  in  estraordinary  cases.  They  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  a  public  hearing.  If  they  re- 
nounce their  folly,  they  are  to  be  mercifully  par- 
doned ;  if  they  persist  in  it,  they  are  to  be  condemned, 
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and  given  over  to  tlie  aecalar  arm."  Sucli  was  the 
theory,  and  such  should  be  the  practice,  in  deaHng 
with  heretica,  according  to  the  Bkhop  of  Lodi ;  aud 
DO  voice  in  the  council  was  ever  heard  to  contradict 
or  even  question  this  public  announcement.  The 
background  of  hia  picture,  thus  prepared,  was  cer- 
tainly black  enough  to  make  even  the  dark  forms  he 
was  to  place  upon  it,  seem  light  in  comparison. 

Addressing  Jerome,  he  said,  "  You  certainly  have 
not  been  treated  with  such  rigor  as  this,  although  in 
the  worat  repute  for  your  heresies.  In  this  respect 
you  surpass  Arius,  Sabelllus,  Faustus,  Nestorihs,  and 
all  othera,  at  least  during  their  lifetime.  The  stoiy 
of  your  heresy  has  spread  through  Eoglaud,  Bohe- 
mia, France,  Hungary,  Poland,  Lithuania,  Russia, 
Italy,  and  all  Germany.  You  were  arrested,  as  all 
like  you  should  be,  and  brought  to  the  eouacil,  and, 
through  urgent  necessity  alone,  shut  up  in  prison. 
And  in  regard  to  this  imprisonment,  the  most  rev- 
erend my  lord  cardinals,  De  Ursinis,  Aquileia,  Cam- 
bray,  and  Florence,  personally  interested  themselves 
to  see  if  you  could  not  be  removed  to  some  more 
commodious  place.  And  if  they  had  not  been  ap- 
prehensive of  your  flight — a  thiog  you  had  often 
practised — each  of  them  would  have  been  willing  to 
receive  you  kindly  to  his  house,  and  even  to  his 
table  and  his  chamber. 

"Against  you  none  but  respectable  witnesses  were 
admitted  to  testify — such  as  masters  of  theology, 
doctors,  bachelors,  curates,  and  other  venerable  men, 
in  whom  you  could  find  no  fault.  The  articles  ad- 
duced against  you  were  mostly  proved  to  be  true. 
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"You  were  not  subjected  to  torture.  Would  tbat 
you  had  been !  In  this  case,  you  might  have  been 
humbled  and  led  to  give  up  your  errors.  Pain 
woald  have  opened  your  eyes,  which  your  guilt  had 
closed.  Those,  moreover,  who  chose  to  visit  you, 
were  allowed.  Remember  how  kindly,  how  gently 
the  most  reverend  lord  cardinals,  as  well  as  many 
others,  exhorted  you,  while  they  heartily  pitied  you 
also.  A  public  audience  has  several  times  been 
granted  to  you,  as  you  wished.  Would  that  you 
had  not  been  allowed  it !  I  fear  lest  it  have  increased 
your  daj'ing  presumption." 

The  bishop  then  enumerated  six  evils  ot'  liiisehiefs 
that  had  befallen,  through  the  public  audience  al- 
lowed. "  In  the  first  place,  you  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  those  who  kindly  wished  to  apologize  for 
you,  to  do  so.  It  was  their  affection  for  you  that 
made  them  speak  of  you  as  delirious,  demented, 
foolish,  or  insane.  Who,  I  ask,  would  say  you  were 
mad  and  delirious,  unless  he  were  delirious  himself! 
What !  of  a  man  who  could  speak  with  such  elegance, 
and  plead  with  such  precision  !  Those  that  excused 
you  must  now  be  silent.  They  can  say  no  more. 
Your  speech  has  closed  their  lips." 

The  bishop  ennroerated  other  things  of  an  unfor- 
tunate nature,  to  be  attributed  to  the  same  cause. 
In  his  speech  Jerome  had  overlooked  some  of  the 
numerous  charges,  directing  his  attention  mainly  to 
those  which  designated  the  real  offences.  His  silence 
in  regard  to  others  was  interpreted  as  a  confession 
of  guilt.  His  attempt,  moreover,  to  show  that  the 
witnesses  against  him  had  testified  falsely,  was  inter- 
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preted  to  his  prejudice.  Again,  he  had  insisted  that 
the  testimony  against  him  was  not  necessarily  conclu- 
sive, and  had  employed  the  word  dmionstratwe. 
The  bishop  reproves  him  for  imagining  that  the 
rules  of  mathematics  could  apply  to  evidence,  or 
that  there  was  no  distinction  between  logic  and 
rhetoric.  "  Who,"  asked  the  bishop,  "  could  demon- 
strate more  against  you  than  you  have  yourself  de- 
monstrated f  You  alone  are  your  own  enemy.  You 
alone  are  your  own  adversary.  You  alone  are  most 
inconsistent  with,  and  opposed  to  yourself.  All  of 
us  sympathize  with  you ;  you  alone  deal  cruelly  with 
yourself.  All  these  regard  you  with  kindly  feeling, 
but  you  alone  cherish  malice  against  yourself." 

A  fifth  evil  of  Jerome's  public  audience  was  the 
praise  of  Huss,  whom  he  had  previously  anathema- 
tized on  oath.  The  bishop  did  not  pretend  to  deny 
the  virtuous  life  of  Huss,  but  he  made  his  heresy  an 
offeet  for  the  lack  of  other  sins.  Though  chaste  in 
life,  his  heresy  was  fornication.  Though  never  in- 
toxicated with  wine,  yet  he  was  intoxicated  with 
pride  and  contention. 

But  the  crowning  mischief  of  all  to  Jerome  was, 
that  in  his  public  audience  he  had  condemned  him- 
self by  his  own  testimony.  "  Wo-^ld  that  you  had 
been  silent !  What  could  have  been  so  forcibly 
urged  against  you,  as  your  own  confession  that  yon 
had  spoken  falsely,  perjured  yourself,  and  in  your 
pei^ury  i-elapsed  into  heresy  ?  you  recalled  what  you 
had  solemnly  sworn,  and  fell  back  in  an  error  worse 
than  the  first.  Wherefore,  this  sacred  council,  upon 
which  all  authority  upon  earth  has  been  conferred, 
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will  judge  you  according  to  youi-ways  ....  In  judg- 
ment or  rebuke,  the  law  has  three  objects  which  the 
judge  should  regard:  the  reformation  of  the  one 
punished ;  the  effect  of  the  punishment  on  others ; 
and  their  security  from  the  evil  removed.  Having 
regard  to  these,  this  holy  council  purposes  to  proceed 
to  give  judgment.  And  would  that  you  would  re- 
nounce your  folly,  and  break  down  the  stubbornness 
of  your  heart !  But  you  will  be  judged  according  to 
the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  sanctions  of  the  sacred 
canons.  And  although  you  will  not  be  converted, 
yet  the  council  must  judge  in  such  a  way  as  to  con- 
vert the  unbelieving  to  wisdom, — that  is,  to  prepare, 
through  the  holy  knowledge  of  faith,  a  people  per- 
fect for  God.  Which  may  He  grant  who  is  the  just 
Judge  of  living  and  dead,  Jesns  Christ,  blessed  for- 
ever." ^ 

With  this  prayer  the  bishop  closed  his  discourse, 
and  Jerome  was  permitted  to  speak  previous  to  pass- 
ing sentence.  He  took  his  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
assembly,  upon  a  bench,  by  which  he  was  so  elevated 
as  to  be  seen  and  heard  by  all.  Addressing  himself 
to  the  council,  and  specifying  as  he  did  so  the  seve- 
ral classes  that  composed  it,  he  preceded  the  state- 
ment of  his  case  by  a  reference  to  the  sermon  that 
had  been  so  directly  addressed  to  himself.  In  what 
spirit  the  bishop  had  sermonized,  Jerome  confessed 
he  could  not  tell.  For  he  had  throughout  perverted 
all  that  could  possibly  be  perverted  into  a  wrong 
sense,  and  one  that  he  himself  had  never  intended. 
He  besought  the  council,  by  the  blood  of  Christ  by 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iii.  60. 
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which  all  were  redeemed,  to  allow  him  to  repel  the 
charge  implied  in  the  words  of  the  sermon,  that  he 
scorned  and  apurned  the  clergy.  He  was  confident, 
moreover,  that  in  his  diseu^ions  in  the  schools,  and 
elsewhere,  and  in  his  various  speeches  and  disputa- 
tions, as  a  loyal  citizen  he  had  sought  the  good  and 
prosperity  of  the  Bohemian  realm.  Yet  his  enemies 
had  perversely  interpreted  his  course  and  conduct. 
The  sermon  he  condemned  as  false,  and,  under  the 
eye  of  God,  a  fiction."  ^ 

He  then  entered  directly  upon  his  own  case.  He 
attributed  his  first  recantation  to  the  perauasiona 
of  the  Cardinal  of  Florence,  by  whom  be  had  been 
induced  to  write  to  that  effect  back  to  Bohemia. 
Juxlges  had  been  appointed  in  his  cause,  with  whom 
he  was  satisfied ;  but  they  had  been  changed  for 
others, — after  which  he  would  no  longer  answer  under 
oath,  when  CLuestioned  as  to  his  opinions,  although  he 
had  DO  wish  to  conceal  them.  He  said,  that  all  the 
charges  last  presented  had  not  been  read  by  the  com- 
mission deputed  for  the  purpose.  He  protested,  how- 
ever, that  he  did  not  say  this  through  any  stubborn- 
ness or  obstinacy.  He  quoted  the  example  of  Paul, 
persecuted  by  the  Jews,  and  said,  that  for  himself  it 
was  not  strange  if  he  too  must  s:iffer  for  Christian 
faith  and  doctrine.  He  professed  his  belief  in  One 
holy  Catholic  church.  This  he  defined  as  composed 
of  the  whole  multitude  of  those  that  should  be 
saved.  He  recognized  also  the  church  triumphant, 
as  well  as  the  church  militant  upon  earth.  There 
was,  moreover,  the  Catholic  church— embracing  all 

'  Mod.  Hus.,  ii.  US,  U1.    L'Eoiaiit,  396.    .^Iso,  Vbh  dec  Hordt,  ii.  4Ea. 
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that  professed  the  Christian  faith.  He  recognized 
the  authority,  moreover,  of  prelates  and  rectoi"s,  en- 
joining the  law  of  .God  upon  men.  He  said  that  he 
held  to  the  articles  of  faith.  He  spoke  approvingly 
of  the  mass,  of  the  sacred  offices,  and  of  fasts,  when  all 
these  were  kept  free  from  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
with  which  they  were  sometimes  connected.  He 
said,  moreover,  that  the  extravagance  of  the  clergy, 
their  pomp  and  pride,  should  be  put  off.  They  were 
not  to  convei-t  the  patrimony  of  Christ,  which  was 
meant  for  the  poor,  into  excessive  parade,  as  houses, 
horses,  rich  garments,  or  into  means  to  feed  their 
lust. 

He  recalled  also  the  letter  which  he  had  written 
to  Prague,  containing  his  recantation  which  he  had 
made  in  public  session.  He  said  that  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  occasion  the  mischief  he  mu8t,  by  consenting 
to  the  condemnation  of  John  Huss.  If  he  had  ever 
said  anything  wickedly,  it  was  when  he  recanted  and 
spoke  against  his  conscience.  He  had  done  it,  he 
said,  through  fear  of  the  fire  and  ite  torturing  and 
cruel  heat.  This  had  induced  him  to  write  as  he  had 
done  to  Prague.  Here,  by  the  direction  of  the  coun- 
cil, Jerome's  abjuration  of  the  views  was  read,  and 
his  own  subscripti-on  to  it  exhibited.  Jerome  con- 
fessed that  it  was  his  signature,  but  the  fear  of  the 
tire  had  extorted  it.  He  bad  acted  a  false  and  fool- 
ish part  in  writing  out  his  recantation,  and  for  this 
act  he  was  overwhelmed  with  bitter  grief.  Espe- 
cially did  he  condemn  himself  for  recanting  the  doc- 
trine of  Huss  and  Wickliffe,  and  consenting  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  former,  whom  he  believed  to 
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bave  been  a  just  and  holy  man.  In  all  this,  he  had 
done  most  wickedly.^ 

Jei-ome  repeated  that  he  should  die  a  Catholic,  as 
he  hi\d  lived.  He  defied  the  council  to  cite  any 
point  of  his  doctrine  which  was  erroneous  or  hereti- 
cal. His  offence  was  his  fidelity  to  the  memory  of 
his  friend.  "  You  wish  to  see  me  die,"  said  he,  "  be- 
cause I  honor  upright  men  who  have  stigmatized  the 
pride  and  avarice  of  priests.  Yet  is  that  a  sufficient 
cause  to  warrant  my  death  ?  Why !  before  you 
found  in  me  any  evil  whatever,  you  had  resolved 
that  I  should  die.  Courage,  therefore,  and  proceed  ! 
But  believe  me,  that  in  dying  I  will  leave  you  a 
sting  in  your  hearts,  and  a  gnawing  worm  in  your 
consciencea.  I  appeal  to  the  sacred  tribunal  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  within  a  hundred  years  you  shall  answer 
there  for  your  conduct  to  me."* 

The  providence  of  God  turned  these  words  of  Je- 
rome almost  into  a  prophecy.  Their  remarkable  ut- 
terance is  attested  by  their  stamp  upon  a  coin  of  the 
age.  Jerome,  however,  in  all  probability,  had  no  idea 
at  the  time  of  any  reformer  that  was  to  succeed  him 
in  his  task.  He  merely  meant,  as  he  had  said  on  a 
previous  speech  of  his  trial,  that  Heaven's  unerring 
judgments  would  reverse  tbe  deeldions  of  the  coun- 
cil. Less  than  a  hundred  years  would  bring  all  his 
accusers  and  judges  together  at  the  bar  of  God. 

The  Patriarch  of  Constantinople  now  read  Je- 
rome's sentence.*  It  began  by  making  a  strange  ap- 
plication of  the  words  of  Christ  in  regard  to  the  un- 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  It.  "TflS.  'Manai  CoraLsxvit  'ISA;  also,  Mon. 
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fruitful  braoeh  to  be  cast  out  and  left  to  wither.  It 
was  based  on  the  violation  of  his  abjuration  by  Je- 
rome, and  his  approval  of  "Wickliffe  and  Huss.  "  He 
has  turned  like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,"  said  the  sentence, 
"  and  therefore  the  sacred  council  ordei-s  that  he  shall 
be  torn  from  the  vine  as  a  barren  and  rotten  branch," 
It  declared  him  heretical,  backsliding,  and  excom- 
municated. It  condemned  him  as  such,  and  cursed 
him.  It  finally  abandoned  him  to  the  secular  arm, 
in  order  to  receive  the  just  punishment  due  to  so 
great  a  crime ;  and,  although  this  punishment  was 
capital,  the  council  expressed  its  confident  assurance 
that  it  was  not  too  great. 

Then  it  was,  if  some  accounts  are  to  be  received, 
thatthe  emperor's  chancellor,  Caspar  Schlick,  advanced 
into  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  and  protested  in  his 
master's  name  against  the  condemnation  of  Jerome, 
threatening  all  the  persons  engaged  in  it  with  the 
anger  of  Sigismnnd.  This  tardy  interposition  was 
not  attended  to,  and  "  the  chancellor  retii'ed  without 
gaining  anything."  * 

Jerome  was  now  given  over  into  the  bands  of  the 
civil  magistrates.  It  was  still  an  early  hoar  of  the 
morning ;  and  on  this  Sabbath,  while  the  crowds 
should  have  been  gathering  to  the  chnrches,  the  out- 
raged victim  of  the  council's  bigotry  was  on  his  way 
to  pass  through  the  gates  of  flame,  as  he  believed, 
to  the  communion  of  the  church  triumphant  in 
heaven.  Before  he  left  the  council,  a  high  paper 
crown,  like  the  one  which  Huss  in  similar  circum- 
stances had   worn,  was  brought  in;^  upon  it  were 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  W.  leS.  '  Mon.  Hqs.,  ii.  851. 
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pictures  of  demons  surrounded  by  the  flames.  Jeroiiie 
saw  it,  and  throwing  down  his  own  hat  on  the  floor, 
in  the  midst  of  the  prelates,  placed  this  on  his  head 
with  his  own  hands,  repeating  the  words  which  Huss 
had  used  "before  him  on  the  like  occasion, — "Jesus 
Christ,  who  died  for  me,  a  sinner,  wore  a  crown  of 
thoras.  T  will  cheerfully  wear  this  for  Him."  The 
soldiers  then  took  charge  of  him,  and  led  him  away 
to  execution. 

As  he  turned  to  leave  the  cathedral,  he  chanted 
the  creed  in  a  flrm  voice,  with  eyes  uplifted  to  heaven, 
and  a  face  radiant  with  joy.^  On  his  way  to  the  stake 
he  chanted,  first,  the  Litany,  and  then,  as  he  passed 
outside  the  Gottlieben  gate  of  the  city,  a  hymn  in 
honor  of  the  Virgin.  The  last  commenced  with  the 
words,  "Blessed  art  thou  among  women."  As  he 
reached  the  place  of  execution — the  same  where 
Huss  had  been  burned — he  knelt  down,  with  his  face 
to  the  stake,  and  spent  some  time  in  prayer.  The 
executioners  raised  him  up  while  still  engaged  in  his 
devotions,  and  stripped  him  of  his  garments.  They 
then  T)ound  him  to  the  stake,  first  about  the  loins 
with  a  linen  bandage,  after  which  other  parts  of  the 
body  were  made  fast  with  cords  and  chains.  As 
they  piled  the  wood  around  the  stake,  mingling  bun- 
dles of  straw  to  kindle  the  conflagration,  Jerome  sang 
the  hymn,  "Hail,  Festal  Day" — ^'Sahe,  fmU  diesP 
He  then,  in  a  loud  voice  that  all  might  hear  him, 
chanted  the  Nicene  creed.  When  this  was  done,  he 
turned  and  addressed  the  crowd  in  the  German  lan- 
guage: "Beloved  youth,  as  I  have  now  chanted,  so, 
'  Mon.  Hns.,  ii.  8ti4-35T. 
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and  not  otherwise,  do  I  believe.  This  is  the  symbol 
of  my  faith.  Yet  for  this  I  die,  because  I  would  not 
assent  to  and  approve  the  decision  of  the  council, 
and  hold  and  assert  with  them  that  John  Huss  was 
holily  and  justly  condemned  by  the  council.  For  I 
knew  him  well,  and  I  knew  him  as  a  true  preacher 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

He  saw  among  his  executioners  a  poor  man,  bring- 
ing a  fagot  to  heap  upon  the  pile.  It  did  not  excite 
him  to  anger.  He  smiled  and  said,  "  O  holy  sim- 
plicity !  a  thousand  times  more  guilty  is  he  who 
abuses  thee." 

"When  the  fagots  had  been  piled  to  a  level  with 
his  head,  his  garments  were  thrown  upon  them,  and 
Are  was  applied  by  a  lighted  torch.  But  the  exe- 
cutioner who  bore  the  torch  approached  from  behind, 
unwilling  to  be  seen.  "Come  forward  boldly,"  said 
Jerome ;  "  apply  the  fire  before  my  face.  Had  I  been 
afraid,  I  should  not  have  been  here."  As  the  iiames 
began  to  spread,  he  exclaimed  aloud,  "  Into  thy  hands, 
O  Lord,  I  commit  my  spirit."  When  the  fire  began 
to  penetrate  to  his  flesh,  he  prayed  again,  "  O  Lord 
God,  Almighty  Father,  have  compassion  on  me,  and 
forgive  my  sins.  Thou  tnowest  that  I  have  ever  de- 
lighted in  thy  t^uth."  His  voice  was  now  lost,  for 
the  smoke  and  flame  Lad  become  suffocating;  but 
though  no  words  were  heard,  all  could  see  by  the 
motion  of  the  lips  that  he  was  still  engaged  in  prayer. 
The  agony  of  his  martyrdom  was  protracted ;  it  was 
unusually  long  before  life  was  extinct.  Blisters  of 
water  of  the  size  of  an  egg  might  be  seen  over  his 
whole  body.     "  One  might  have  gone,"  says  a  apec- 
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tator,  "from  fhe  St.  Clement  Church  at  Prague  to 
.  the  bridge  over  the  Moldau,  before  he  ceased  to 
breathe."' 

At  last,  all  that  belonged  to  him, — his  bed,  cap, 
clothingj  shoes,  and  whatever  he  had  had  with  him 
in  prison, — waa  brought  and  thrown  upon  the  blading 
pile,  to  be  consumed  with  him.  His  ashes,  like  those 
of  Huss,  were  carefully  gathered  up,  borne  away, 
and  cast  into  the  Rhine.  The  coancil  were  appre- 
hensive lest  some  fragment  or  relic  of  their  victim 
should  find  its  way  back  to  Prague,  and  be  cherished 
as  the  memorial  of  a  condemned  heretic.  The  least 
particle  that  could  be  associated  with  the  names  of 
either  of  the  sufferers  was  sought  out  and  carefully 
burned,  lest  it  should  become  an  object  of  veneration. 
But  all  their  precautions  were  vain.  The  soil  which 
their  dying  feet  had  pressed— in  lack  of  other  ob- 
jects— became  the  prized  memorial,  and  was  borne 
to  Prague  to  be  guarded  with  religious  care.^  But 
more  than  the  portraits  even  of  the  departed,  was 
the  image  of  themselves  which  these  men  had  en- 
stamped  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  theii'  country- 
men. When  the  last  surviving  member  of  the  coun- 
cil that  sentenced  them  to  esecution  should  have 
been  laid  in  his  grave,  the  memory  of  these  two 
Bohemian  martyra  would  still  bloom  fresh  and  green 
upon  their  natal  soil. 

'  Mon.  Hub.,  it  351.  '  ^naaa  SyMus, 

VOL.  n.  17 


dbyGoogle 


CHAPTER    IX. 

ITTEFFICIENCY  AND  TUMULTS  OF  THE  COUNCIL.      ILL-SUCCESS 
AND  RETUEJir  OF  THE  EMPEROE. 

AbSB         M   MB  THE  CODSCIL  SoMHONED.  —  ThK  CirATTON  Of  THB   BOHEMIANS 

Co  — The  L.    bet  De  Latzehbock.  —John  Cheith  of  Lieoe.  —  Dila- 

tor    P  n,  T0MUI.TS  OP  THE  ConNCIL.  -  The  CiEDIBAt  OF  CAHBBiT 

ON  E    ut  P  WEB.  — The  Enqlisb  Nation  in  the  Council.- Kew 

Mem     a.   — C  B.  d  "TheImmaculate  Concepttob."  — Tna  CotiNCiL'g  Lbt- 

TBR  S  M  EeQARD  to  BoHEMIA,  —  AcCDSATIONS  AGAINST  WenieI,.  — 

SiG    M  Me  H  ttQciETiNa  Bohemia.  — Ill-Success  OF  His  Plan.  — Seb- 

MONS  ra  THE  Council.  —  Vices  op  the  Clehgt  Classified.  — Sigismuno's  De- 
pbated  Pboieots.  —  His  ReckptioW  and  Treatment  in  England.  — Council's 
PROCEEDiNQa  Against  Benedict.  —  Stimltz  and  Flanoha  Cite  Him.  —  Scene  op 
Tbeik  Reception.  — LuDiciiOus  Incidents — Sigismund's  Retitknto  Constance. 
—  His  Rbception. 

Mat  31,  1416  — Jah.  27,  1417. 

The  execution  of  Jerome,  amid  the  clashing 
schemes  and  conflicting  interests  which  marked  the 
progress  of  the  conncil,  was  pa^ed  lightly  ty.  A 
gallant  ship  had  gone  down  upon  a  stormy  sea,  and 
the  wild  waves  of  passion  rolled  on  as  madly  and 
fiercely  as  if  ther^  had  been  no  human  victim  of  their 
murderous  play.  No  expression  of  regret  or  remorse 
bubbles  up  visibly  to  the  surface,  to  speak,  in  the 
actors,  any  bitter  memory  of  the  deed.  No  doubt  it 
was  remembered, — no  doubt,  in  later  years,  minds 
like  Gerson's  recurred  to  it  sadly, — but  the  death  of 
Jerome,  at  the  time,  produced  scarcely  a  pause  in 
the  struggle  of  conflicting  parties  and  interests. 
(258) 
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On  the  next  day  after  the  execution,  (May  31,)  a 
decree  of  the  council  was  i^ued,  summoning  its  ab- 
sent members  to  return,  under  penalty,  in  case  of  dis- 
obedience, of  incurring  the  indignation  of  Almighty 
God,  and  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  his  apostles.^  The 
council  felt  that  it  was  now  incumbent  upon  it  to 
prosecute  with  energy  the  matter  of  the  union  of  the 
church.  This  was  manifest  in  the  congregations  held 
upon  the  following  days.  In  spite  of  a  letter  of 
Sigismund,  urging  upon  them  the  biainess  of  reform, 
the  members  showed  themselves  more  inclined  to 
remove  the  difficulties  that  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
deposition  of  Benedict  and  the  election  of  a  new 
pope. 

The  case  of  the  Bohemians,  moreover,  called  for 
the  notice  of  the  council.  The  execution  of  Jerome 
waa  not  calculated  to  soothe  the  feelings  or  repress 
the  indignation  of  his  countrymen.  Their  letter  of 
remonstrance  had  I'eached  the  council  at  the  close 
of  the  previous  year.  Their  citation  for  their  pre- 
sumption and  suspicion  of  heretical  pravity  in  ad- 
hering to  Huss,  had  been  demanded  by  the  prose- 
cuting officei-s  of  the  council,  in  its  name,  on  the 
twentieth  of  February,  1416.  This  citation  was 
issued  on  the  fifth  of  May,  and  .?  as  publicly  afSxed 
to  the  church  doors  and  gates  of  Constance.  A  com- 
mission to  attend  to  the  process  of  trial— which  was 
to  be  summary  in  the  case  of  those  cited — was  ap- 
pointed on  the  third  of  June.  It  was  now,  upon  the 
non-appearance  of  the  Bohemians  summoned  to  an- 
swer before  the  council,  that  they  were  to  be  de- 

'  Van  dec  Hardt,  iv.  116. 
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clared  guilty  of  eoatnmauy.  The  number  of  these  is 
variously  stated  from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  five 
hundred  and  fifty.^  They  embraced,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  some  of  the  most  powerfnl  and  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Bohemian  nobility.  To 
them  the  threats  of  the  council  were  a  mere  hruPwm 
fulmen.  They  treated  them  with  contempt.  Secure 
in  their  distance  from  Constance  and  the  conscious- 
ness of  their  own  strength,  they  were  driven  into  a 
more  defiant  attitude  by  the  steps  taken  to  awe 
them  into  submission.  The  execution  of  Jerome, 
following  upon  that  of  Huss,  was  in  their  eyes  a  new 
outrage,  tending  to  destroy  the  last  vestige  of  respect 
which  they  could  ever  have  entertained  for  the  body 
by  whose  order  the  deed  was  done. 

A  different  com-se  from  theirs  was  the  one  pursued 
by  one  of  their  countrymen  at  Constance,  the  Knight 
De  Latzembock.*  He  had  gradually  risen  till  he 
stood  high  in  the  emperor's  favor.  He  it  was  who 
bore  the  news  of  the  emperor's  coronation  at  Aix  la 
Ohapelle  to  Constance,  on  the  opening  of  the  council. 
Since  that  time  he  had  been  employed  in  high  po- 
sitions, and  had  had  charge  of  important  mattere. 
But  still,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  stain  of  heretical 
leprosy  clung  to  him.  It  was  not  forgotten  that  he 
was  one  of  those  whom  the  Bohemian  king  had  com- 
mi'ssioned  to  escort  Huss  to  Constance.  Although 
he  had  since  had  but  little  to  do  with  him,  and 
showed  in  his  character  and  life  more  of  the  courtier 
than  the  friend,  he  yet  fell  under  suspicion.     The 

'  L'Enfaiit,  406,     Van  dec  Hardt, 
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council  felt  that  it  was  at  least  dangerous  that  such 
a  man  should  not  be  committed  with  themselves  to 
the  guilt  of  their  own  deed.  There  was  something 
ominous  in  his  silence.  It  could  not  te  tolerated. 
He  must  speak  out.  He  must  seem  at  least  to  en- 
dorse the  condemnation  "of  his  countrymen,  or  he 
could  not  be  trusted  about  the  person  of  the  em- 
peror. He  was  cited — according  to  a  historian  hos- 
tile to  Huss — and  required  to  abjure  the  doctrine 
and  approve  the  condemnation  of  Huss  and  Jerome. 
With  this  requisition'  he  complied.  Doubtless  his 
conscience  excused  hira  for  the  crime  under  the  plea 
of  necessity ;  but  the  suspicion  of  his  sincerity  which 
was  still  entertained,  while  it  commends  his  intellect- 
ual convictions,  suggests  the  policy  and  pliability  of 
the  courtier.  To  this  man— this  new  convert — 
letters  were  given  by  the  council  to  be  carried  into 
Bohemia  and  delivered  to  his  countrymen ;  but  we 
hear  no  more  of  them,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  he 
who  would  abjure  his  convictions  for  fear  of  the 
council,  would  be  forward  to  thrust  before  the  eyes 
of  his  own  countrymen  the  provocation  of  his  infamy 
not  unattended  by  danger. 

Never  was  the  difference  between  preaching  and 
practice  better  illustrated  than  in  the  history  and 
proceedings  of  the  council.  We  have  seen  how  loud 
had  been  the  cry  of  remonstrance  and  the  complaint 
of  corruption.  It  was  notorious  that  the  most 
simoniacal  arts  had  raised  many  of  the  prelates  of 
the  council  to  the  position  they  occupied.  The 
channels  of  promotion  were  not  through  merit,  but 
money.     Again  and  again  this  crying  infamy  of  the 
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ciiurcli  had  been  exposed.  Except  tlie  deposition 
of  Jolin  XXIII.  no  noticeable  steps  had  been  taken 
in  the  direction  of  reform.  Two  men  had  been  put 
to  death,  upon  whose  characters  there  rested  not  a 
stain  of  coiTuption  or  impurity,  and  who  were  angels 
by  the  side  of  their  judges.  At  last  a  victim  was 
found — a  poor  Insignificant  copyist— of  prelatical  and 
pontifical  simony.  A  scapegoat  was  wanted,  and 
John  Creith  of  Liege  was  the  one  selected.^  He  had 
— unfortunately  for  himself,  though  to  his  great  pe- 
cuniary advantage — been  one'of  the  minions  of  John 
XXin.  Acting  as  his  secretary,  he  had  employed 
his  knowledge  and  skill  to  his  own  emolument,  coun- 
terfeiting, to  this  end,  apostolic  letters  and  documents. 
He  was  accused  of  having  sold  thirty  benefices,  and 
of  having  reserved  in  his  own  hands  others,  which 
were  incompatible  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  Upon 
this  victim,  punishment,  therefore,  must  alight.  He, 
at  least,  will  be  made  a  signal  example.  But  what 
is  his  sentence  1  Suspension  from  office  !  No  won- 
der the  preacher  of  two  or  three  days  later,  (June  Y,) 
should  remark — when  speaking  on  the  text,  "  They 
were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost," — that  instead  of 
the  seven  graces  which  were  bestowed  on  the  apos- 
tles at  the  day  of  Pentecost,  he  feared  that  the  devil 
had  had  his  Pentecost  in  the  hearts  of  most  of  the 
clergy,  and  had  inspired  them  with  vices  directly 
contrary  to  the  graces  of  the  apostles.® 

But  little,  however,  was  accomplished  by  the  coun- 
cil after  Jerome's  death,  for  several  months.  They 
were  reluctant  to  enter  upon  any  measures  of  reform. 

'  Niem  apnd  Van  der  Hardt,  it  444,  451,        '  L'Enfen,t,  40a. 
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The  emperor  was  absent,  and  private  interests  and 
party  purposes  acknowledged  no  supreme  authority 
to  over-awe  them.  The  council  assumed  the  charac- 
ter for  the  most  part  of  a  great  debating  club,  except 
as  party  policy  mingled  with  the  intrigues  of  the 
caucus.  The  affair  of  Petit  was  still  warmly  contro- 
verted, yet  little  if  any  progress  was  made  toward 
its  settlement.  The  Cardinal  of  Cambray  issued  his 
treatise  on  ecclesiastical  power,  some  portions  of  which 
contain  sentiments  in  advance  of  his  age,  and  strongly 
savoring  of  a  protestant  character.  Yet  this  very 
treatise  gave  rise,  by  the  doubts  which  he  threw  out 
in  its  concluding  chapter,  to  some  of  the  most  agi- 
tating and  angry  controversies.  Should  the  English, 
or  the  union  of  Spain  with  the  council,  be  recognized 
still  as  a  separate  and  independent  nation  composing 
it  ?  It  was  a  firebrand  thrown  in  among  a  mass  of 
inflammable  materials,  and  the  conflagration  at  once 
burst  forth.  The  pride  of  England,  fresh  from  the 
glorious  field  of  Agincourt,  resented  the  doubt  as  an 
insult.  Yet  the  French  could  not  look  with  compla- 
cency upon  the  exaltation  of  their  great  rivals.  The 
Spaniards,  who  had  now  arrived  with  a  view  to  join 
the  council,  found  their  place  preoccupied  by  the 
English,  who  had  always  heretofore  been  recognized 
as  an  integral  portion  of  the  German  nation  in  the 
councils  of  the  church.  The  controversy  kindled  to 
a  flame.  Fierce  passions  were  indulged,  and  fierce 
words  spoken.  The  Cardinal  of  Cambray  was  not 
allowed  to  touch  upon  the  subject,  as  he  had  pro- 
posed, in  a  public  discourse.  He  complained  of  this 
restriction  upon  his  liberty.     It  was  but  a  poor  satis- 
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faction  to  be  informed  that  he  must  be  careful  how- 
he  appealed  in  the  streets,  for  armed  Englishmen 
Bought  his  life.  More  than  once  the  matter  threat- 
ened to  proceed  to  open  violence,  but  by  the  iiiler- 
veation  of  the  princes,  and  a  mass  of  national  pnitests 
against  present  privileges  being  allowed  as  precedents, 
passion  was  cooled  and  the  danger  deferred. 

The  council  meanwhile  had  received  new  and  large 
accessions  to  its  numbers.  England  was  more  nu- 
merously represented.  Among  others  came  Robert 
Clifford,  bishop  of  London,  the  two  chancellors  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  twelve  doctors,  ostensi- 
bly to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  English  nation. 

The  kingdoms  of  Portugal,  Aragon,  Castile,  Na- 
varre, and  Scotland  sent  delegates  to  Constance,  who 
were,  most  of  them,  successively  received  with  similar 
formalities  to  those  upon  which  the  J'epresentatives 
of  Gregory  XII.  had  insisted.  Some  of  them  were 
quite  leisurely  in  making  their  appearance.  Months 
passed,  bringing  from  them  to  the  council  only  lettera 
and  promises.  Nothing  could  be  done,  meanwhile, 
.that  could  be  regarded  as  final  and  conclusive  in  I'e- 
gard  to  Benedict  XIII.  His  trial  and  deposition,  in 
order  to  be  acknowledged  legitimate,  must  be  par- 
ticipated in  by  all  the  nations. 

It  was  during  this  period,  previous  to  taking  fui-- 
ther  and  more  decisive  measures  against  Benedict, 
that  the  council  presented  a  most  singular  scene  of 
turmoil  and  recrimination.  Questions  of  national 
precedence  and  representation — the  complaints  of 
the  cardinals  that  they  were  not  notified  previously 
of  the  subjects  of  discussion — the  affair  of  John  Petit 
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still  dragging  its  slow  lengtit  along — vain  and  futile 
attempts  to  draw  up  plans  on  the  subject  of  reform, 
which  the  emperor  still  urged  upon  the  attention  of 
the  council— all  conspired  to  render  that  body  the 
scene  of  angry  and  bitter  controversy.  It  was  dar- 
ing this  period,  also,  that  Gerson  signalized  himself, 
not  only  by  his  zeal  in  controverted  mattera,  but  by 
peculiar  manifestations  of  what  at  the  present  day 
might  be  regarded  as  ultra  orthodoxy.  We  have 
recently  seen  the  doctrine  of  "The  immaculate  con- 
ception of  the  Virgin  Mary"  solemnly  adopted  by 
the  Homan  Catholic  church  as  one  of  the  integral 
elements  of  its  creed.  Geraon,  on  this  subject,  was 
in  advance  of  his  times.  At  Paris  he  had  manfully 
contended  in  behalf  of  the  doctrine,  and  had  classed 
its  principal  opponent  with  Huss  himself.  But  now 
his  devotion  went  still  further.^  He  urged  publicly 
upon  the  council  the  immaculate  conception  of  St. 
Joseph,  and,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the  multiplication 
of  saints'-days,  went  so  far  as  to  insist  that  to  this 
rule  of  restriction  St.  Joseph  should  be  excepted. 
But  the  council  were  not  ready  to  endorse  the  sug- 
gestion. More  than  four  hundred  yeare  more  were 
destined  to  pass  away,  before  the  question  in  regard 
to  the  Virgin  Mary  could  be  put  at  rest.  Another 
century  may  yet  honor  the  logical  consistency  of 
Gerson,  that  rants  Mary  and  Joseph  together  as  to 
their  claim  on  this  point. 

It  v/as  near  the  close  of  the  year  (1416)  that  the 
council  replied  to  a  letter  of  Sigismuud,  informing 
him  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Constance.     He  had 

'  See  Ma  treatise  in  hia  works,  iii,  1346, 
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ever  a  horror  for  all  that  tended  to  civil  commotion. 
His  hoatility  to  the  doctrines  of  Petit  was  aggravated 
ty  what  he  saw  in  the  anarchy  and  violence  of  France 
— results  as  he  regarded  them  of  his  incendiary  prin- 
ciples. His  prejudice  against  Huas  had  been  skil- 
fally  aggravated  by  the  enemies  of  the  reformer, 
when  they  imputed  to  his  views  and  preaching  sim- 
ilar tendencies.  For  this  reason,  he  was  urgent  that  the 
council  should  prosecute  the  Bohemian  heresy  to  its 
extinction.  But  this  was  a  task  beyond  their  power. 
They  wrote  to  the  emperor  now  to  implore  his  aid.^ 
There  was  good  reason  for  doing  so.  The  council 
found  themselves  contemned  by  heretics.  Their 
threats  were  despised ;  their  authority  was  disre- 
garded; their  own  conduct  was  arraigned,  and  the 
Bohemian  nation  boldly  declaimed  its  purpose  to  per- 
sist in  the  course  upon  which  it  had  entered.  In 
these  circumstances  their  only  hope  of  help  was  in 
the  emperor.  He  must  enforce  the  authority  of  the 
council  by  his  imperial  power.  The  letter  which  the 
conncil  wrote  him  is  important  for  the  picture  which 
it  gives  of  the  state  of  things  in  Bohemia,  as  well  as 
on  other  accounts.  It  commences  with  a  statement  of 
the  daily  complaints  made  to  the  council  of  evils  that 
prevailed  in  Bohemia;  the  scandalous  dangers,  and 
dangerous  scandals,  through  errors,  heresies,  seditions, 
and  persecutions,  which  had  given  disturbance  to  the 
clergy,  and  which  were  spread  over  a  country  inflamed 
by  "  more  than  material  fire."  It  speaks  of  the  dis- 
ciples of  Wickliffe,  Huss,  and  Jerome  as  the  followers 
of  Belial,  and  abounding  in  impiety  and  perfidy.   The 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  1 019. 
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two  former,  condemned  by  tlie  council,  were  repre- 
sented as  saints  in  the  cliurches,  were  spoken  of  as 
such  in  sermons,  were  honored  in  the  divine  offices, 
and  had  masses  celebrated  for  them  as  martyrs. 
Their  followers  sought  to  disseminate  and  perpetuate 
their  errors,  drawing  off  to  themselves  all  classes  of 
persons,  leai-ned  and  ignorant,  and  of  both  sexes. 
They  are  spoken  of  as  treating  lightly  holy  mother 
church,  and  holding  sentences  and  censures  in  con- 
tempt. The  evil  was  rising  to  an  alai'miug  height. 
The  intelligence  of  the  council's  proceedings  had  only 
urged  them  to  new  and  more  detestable  excesses. 

The  council  then  sets  forth  in  a  more  specific  form 
the  evils  of  which  they  complain ;  members  of  the 
univei-sity,  and  other  priests  infected  by  them,  con- 
tinued to  preach  the  erroi^  of  Wickliffe  and  Hass, 
which  the  council  had  condemned.  They  had  been 
cherished,  defended,  and  protected  by  certain  barons 
and  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  who,  io  letters  to  the 
council  with  their  seals  affixed,  had  avowed  their 
acts.  The  communion  of  the  cup  was  preached  and 
practised  in  the  cities  and  vUlages,  notwithstanding 
the  decision  of  the  council  upon  the  subject,  and  the 
threatened  penalty  of  eternal  damnation.  The  clergy 
were  ill  treated  and  abused,  and  even  the  Jews  en- 
joyed a  greater  liberty  than  was  allowed  to  them. 
The  interdict  was  still  continued  in  many  monasteries 
and  churches,  on  account  of  the  presence  among  them 
of  that  wretch,  John  Jessenitz,  by  which  means  many 
hundreds  of  masses  are  every  day  omitted.  The 
metropolitan  church  had  been  long  unoccupied,  both 
on  acount  of  the  interdict,  and  the  robbery  of  its 
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revenues,  out  of  which  three  hundred  ecclesiastics 
had  formerly  been  sustained.  The  relics  which  had 
been  deposited  there,  which  the  people  had  been  ac- 
customed to  visit  daily,  had  been  plundered  for  years. 
Some  of  the  barons  were  defaming  the  holy  council, 
and  preventing  the  clergy  from  complying  with  its 
commands.  Such  as  had  obeyed  had  been  plundered 
and  expelled  from  their  posts. 

The  letter  then  sets  forth  the  sad  condition  of  the 
university,  once  foremost  in  rank  among  all  of  the 
German  nation,  now  almost  a  deserted  habitation, 
and  driving  from  it  those  who  are  unwilling  to  be 
polluted  by  its  errors.  The  nation,  too,  once  sub- 
missive to  its  prelates,  and  religiously  faithful  to 
the  divine  worship,  and  to  all  things  required  by 
ecclesiastical  obedience,  is  now  disgraced  throughout 
the  woi'ld  by  perfidy  and  error. 

Against  these  evils  thefeouncil  declares  that  it  has 
done  what  it  could.  Convoked  to  exterminate  heresy 
and  reform  the  world,  it  has  by  the  grace  of  God 
proceeded  to  the  task  assigned.  One  of  the  leadera 
of  heresy  it  has  given  over  by  sentence  to  the  secu- 
lar court,  the  other  remains  in  custody,^  while  pro- 
cesses have  been  fulminated  against  their  favorers 
and  adherents.  Yet,  in  the  need  of  more  ample  re- 
sources of  defence,  the  council  invokes,  and  press- 
ingly  demands,  through  its  venerable  and  eminent 
bishops,  doctors,  mastei's,  and  ambassadors,  the  arm 
of  his  imperial  majesty.     It  calls  upon  him  as  the 

'  This  letter,  in  niy  judgment,  be-  dently  Jerome  was  still  in  euatody 

lon^  to  an  earEer  date  than  the  one  when  it  was  written,  thus  requiring 

which  is  here — on  the  anthoritj  of  the  letter  to  date  some  montha  pre- 

Van  der  Hardfr — ascribed  to  it.   Evi-  vioua.    See  Van  der  llardt,  iv.  1077. 


dbyGoogle 


Ch-IX.]  OOUHCIL's   letter   to   61GISMUHD.  2r>9 

defender  and  advocate  of  the  church,  to  destroy  the 
perfidious,  defend  the  holy  church  itself  aad  its  faith- 
ful members,  no  less  than  restrairf  the  enemies  of  the 
Christian  name.  It  incites  hira  against  the  Bohemi- 
ans as  errorists  and  persecutors  of  the  church  of 
God,  urging  him  to  expel  the  seditious,  and  drive 
out  intruders.  It  then  sets  forth  the  character  of 
Wenzel,  king  of  Bohemia,  in  language  which  his 
"brother  Sigismund  could  appreciate.  These  excesses 
never  disturbed  him.  He  dissembles  in  everything. 
He  lets  every  thing  take  its  course.  The  evils  which 
he  should  resist  even  to  blood,  and  at  the  risk  of  his 
life,  he  tolerates  in  the  heart  of  his  kingdom,  or  even, 
as  was  more  lamentably  reported,  cherishes  and  sup- 
ports. "  Proceed,  therefore,"  the  council  say,  "  with 
all  dispatch;  all  lingering  is  dangerous;  all  delay 
does  mischief.  Act  for  the  salvation  of  all  who  are 
like  to  perish  before  the  eyes  of  the  council,  before 
your  own,  and  the  eyes  of  all  beholders.  Act  at 
once,  while  any  hope  of  safety  remains.  If  the  dis- 
ease continues,  and  the  time  to  arrest  it  is  neglected, 
there  is  fear  that  the  evil  will  become  irreparable. 
Faith  and  the  church,  spiritualities  and  temporalities, 
souls  and  bodies,  are  threatened  with  a  like  rain. 
Act  heartily,  glorious  in  the  triumph  of  virtue,  noble 
worshipper  of  justice  and  merit,  so  as  to  reign  for  ever 
with  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  of  whom  you  are  the 
type.  Your  exalted  piety  may  aspire  to  such  merit,"  * 
It  was  indeed  time  to  call  upon  the  emperor 
for  aid.  To  calm  the  storm  it  had  raised  was 
beyond    the    power   of    the    council.      The   letters 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  101^;  also,  L'Enfant,  430. 
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of  the  Bohemian  nobles  already  noticed,  were  not 
the  only  ODes  that  reached  them  of  the  same  tenor. 
Some  less  numerously  signed,  some  written  by  indi- 
viduals, attested  the  strength  of  the  indignation  ex- 
cited by  the  provocations  which  had  been  offered. 
The  absence  of  the  emperor  in  Spain  left  them  for 
a  while  to  feel  the  bitterness  of  that  contempt  to 
which  they  were  exposed  by  their  own  deeds,  while 
unprotected  by  the  imperial  sword. 

But  the  emperor's  method  of  quieting  the  insur- 
rectionary spirit  was  by  far  the  wisest.  He  sought 
to  reform  the  clergy,  and  urged  the  subject  with  re- 
peated importunity  upon  the  attention  of  the  council. 
Successive  failures  to  secure  any  advance  in  this 
direction  might  have  satisfied  him  that  moral  suasion 
is  a  poor  and  ineffectual  motive  to  arrest  a  party  like 
that  with  which  he  had  to  deal,  in  a  course  where 
their  own  interest  is  at  stake.  He  employed,  how- 
ever, one  of  his  ministers  to  draw  up  for  the  council 
a  plan  of  reform;  but  all  the  reward  of  the  servant 
for  speaking  out  bis  master's  views,  as  he  undoubt- 
edly did,  was  to  be  called  "a  Hussite  rather  than  a 
Christian."^  "There  must  firat,"  said  these  grandees 
of  the  council — to  put  off  the  evil  day,  and  prevent 
their  own  exposure, — -"  There  must  first  be  a  pope  to 
authorize  the  reform."  There  were  those  who  urged 
Sigismund  to  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hand,  to 
fix  the  yearly  salary  of  the  popes  and  bishops,  reserv- 
ing wBat  remained  of  the  treasures  of  the  church  to 
further  his  darling  project  of  a  crusade  against  the 
Turks.     But  from  such  a  step  as  this  even  the  empe- 

'  L'Enant,  603 
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ror  shrunk.  It  would  "be  committing  the  unpardon- 
able sin  with  which  Luther  stood  charged  a  century 
later,  of  "  attacking  the  monks'  bellies." 

The  well  known  views  of  the  emperor  contributed 
undoubtedly  to  secure  for  those  who  ventured  to 
express  them,  freedom  of  speech  in  the  council.  The 
sermons  preached  abounded,  as  we  have  seen,  with 
most  unpalatable  statements  of  the  corruption  of  the 
clergy.  These  public  discouraes  were  the  safety- 
valve  by  which  the  pent  up  convictions  of  the  neces- 
sity of  reform  were  allowed  harmlessly  to  escape. 
Yet  sometimes  the  truth  must  have  stung  deeply. 
Just  before  the  emperor's  return,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  141Y,  a  sermon  was  preached  before  the 
council,  which  gives  a  fearful  picture  of  the  state  of 
the  clergy.^  Their  vices  are  coolly  and  philosophi- 
cally classed.  The  first  of  these  classifications  repre- 
sents the  ostentation  and  luxury  of  the  clergy  grasp- 
ing at  the  goods  of  the  poor  and  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  for  selfish  indulgence.  "  In  our  pride,"  says 
the  preacher,  "  we  surpass  the  princes  of  the  world : 
scorning  the  example  and  command  of  Jesus  Christ, 
we  would  set  up  as  kings ;  we  march  at  the  head  of 
armies ;  we  make  ourselves  terrible  and  inaccessible, 
especially  to  the  poor."  Othar  crimes  recounted 
were — ^the  ill-disposal  of  benefices,  by  bestowing 
them  on  the  incapable  and  vile— the  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  the  sacrament,  extended  to  the  notoriously 
impm'e,  unjust,  and  excommunicate — neglect  of  scrip- 
tural study  and  gospel  preaching— unjust  decisions 
by  ecclesiastical  judges,  who  make  them  a  matter  of 

'  L'Enfant,  4S6. 
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traffic — and  similar  charges  in  abundance.  The  pic- 
ture of  ecclesiastical  manners  or  morals  is  too  foul 
for  the  modern  page.  Yet  it  was  presented  in  all  its 
fearful  colors  in  full  council,  and  no  one  called  it  a 
slander.  Each  one  knew  only  too  well  that  it  was 
drawn  to  the  life. 

The  time  was  now  drawing  near  for  Sigismund's 
return  to  Constance.  He  had  promised  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  the  council  to  hasten  his  return,  if  in  their 
judgment  his  presence  should  be  deemed  necessary. 
But  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  that  his  absence  had 
been  protracted.  He  left  Constance  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  July,  1415,  and  entered  its  gates,  upon  his 
return,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  January,  1417.  The 
success  of  his  mission  could  not  have  been  very  flat- 
tering to  his  imperial  pride.  Benedict  XIII.  had 
virtually  defied  him,  and  still  assumed  the  full  exer- 
cise of  papal  prerogative.  His  attempt  to  negotiate 
a  peace  between  France  and  England  would  have 
been  utterly  futile,  had  not  the  policy  of  Henry  V. 
led  him  to  adopt  the  purpose  of  leaving  France  to 
wear  out  its  strength  in  intestine  conflict.  The  Duke 
of  Burgundy  and  the  Constable  d'Armagnac  were 
sworn  foes.  Henry  favored  the  duke,  and  even 
contracted  with  him  a  conditional  alliance,  while  in 
a  seeming  compliance  with  the  emperor's  persuasions 
lie  entered  into  a  truce  with  France  for  the  space 
of  a  few  months. 

Yet  Sigismund  must  have  sorely  felt  that  his  in- 
fluence would  have  been  altogether  in  vain  but  for 
other  causes,  more  effective  than  his  pei-sonal  influ- 
ence.    As  the  vessel  that  bore  him  across  the  chan- 
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nel  approached  the  Eoghsh  coast,  sevei'al  English 
lords,  headed  by  the  Diike  of  Gloucester,  stepped  into 
the  water,  with  their  drawn  swords  in  their  hands, 
and  stopped  the  boat.  The  emperor,  surprised  at 
such  a  reception,  asked  the  reason  of  it.  The  duke 
replied,  that  if  he  came  to  challenge  any  authority 
in  England,  he  had  orders  to  forbid  his  landing ;  bat 
if  he  came  only  as  a  mediator  of  peace,  he  shoald  be 
treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  his  imperial  dig- 
nity.^ Henry  V.  had  the  spirit  of  an  independent 
sovereign.  The  proceedings  of  the  emperor  in  France, 
in  his  assumption  of  authority,  were  not  to  be  re- 
peated on  th,e  shores  of  England.  Sigismund  showed 
his  regard  for  the  spirit  of.the  English  monarch, 
when,  after  months  of  ^seless  negotiation  to  secure 
for  France  a  shoi't  and  worthless  truce,  he  concluded 
himself,  like  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  an  alliance  with 
Henry  V. 

The  only  result  of  his  journey  northward  seems  to 
have  been  the  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  ally 
of  the  Duke  of  Bargundy,  and  increasing  the  im- 
probability that  the  doctrines  of  Petit  would  be  con- 
demned at  the  council.  A  slight  which  he  offered 
to  William  of  Bavaria,  while  in  England,  led  that 
prince  indignantly  to  withdraw  from  the  English 
coast  with  all  his  ships.  Sigismund  was  left  a  sort 
of  state  prisoner  in  London,  unable,  till  he  ha,d  signed 
the  treaty  with  England,  to  reach  the  continent,  and 
then  only  in  English  ships.  On  one  occasion  the 
mob  rose  against  the  emperor,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  flee  for  refuge  to  Canterbury. 

Rapin,  i.  BIG, 
VOL.  n.  18 
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All  this  was  humiliating  enough.  Undoubtedly 
English  manliness,  that  spurned  the  perjury  of  Sigis- 
mnnd  in  giving  up  Hubs  to  the  flames,  had  something 
to  do  with  the  threatened  violence.  But  there  was 
still  another  dreg  in  his  bitter  cup.  To  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  journey  he  had  sold  the  whole  of 
Brandenburg,  together  with  the  electorate,  to  Frederic 
of  Zollern  for  300,000  ducats,*  and  for  a  smaller  sum 
created  the  Truchsesses  of  Wajdburg  governors  of 
Swabiov  Thus  he  had  alienated  instead  of  adding  to 
his  dominions,  and  in  some  respects  his  journey  was 
a  marked  failure.  He  had  indeed  induced  Spain  to 
withdraw  from  Benedict,  but  the  obstinate  old  pope 
was  not  to  be  cajoled  or  terrified  even  by  an  emperor. 
He  still  maintained  his  state,  and  fulminated  his  ter- 
rors in  all  the  pride  of  his  prerogative. 

It  was  now  time  for  the  council  to  try  their  hand 
at  a  task  which  the  emperor  had  left  incomplete — 
the  removal  of  Benedict  as  the  lingering  obstacle 
which  obstructed  the  union  of  the  church.  At  the 
twenty-third  session,  Nov.  5,  1416,  a  commission  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  charges  and  hear  testimony 
against  the  "  schismatic,  heretical,  and  tyrant"  pontiff. 
This  commission  proceeded  to  business,  and  were 
ready  to  report  at  the  next  session,  (Nov.  28,)  when 
the  citation  of  Benedict  was  decreed.^  He  was 
summoned  to  appear  at  Constance  within  one  hun- 
dred days  from  the  present  session,  or  within  seventy 
days  from  the  issuing  of  the  citation.  The  citation 
was  decreed  by  edict,  through  apprehension  that  the 
ei-iminal  could  not  be  personally  reached.     But  two 

'  Schmidt's  Geseli.  der  DentsciL,  It.  101.        "  L'Enfant,  428. 
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monks  were  found  bold  enoagh  to  bear  the  summons 
to  Peniscola,  and  into  the  presence  of  Benedict  him- 
self. These  monks  belonged  to  the  Benedictine 
order,  and  their  names  were  Lambei-t  Stipiltz  and 
Bernard  Plancha.^  The  recital  which  they  gave  of 
their  mission,  showed  that  the  idea  of  its  danger  was 
scarcely  exaggerated. 

As  they  drew  near  to  Peniscola,  accompanied  by 
two  nobles  and  several  notaries,  they  were  met  by  a 
doctor  despatched  by  Benedict  to  request  them  to 
defer  their  entrance  till  the  next  day,  under  the  pre- 
text that  they  might  be  greeted  then  by  a  more  hon- 
orable reception.  With  this  request  they  refused  to 
comply.  "These  devils,"  said  they,  "imagine  they 
have  gained  everything  if  they  can  postpone  the 
union  a  single  hour."  As  they  entered  the  town,  a 
nephew  of  Benedict,  escorted  by  two  hundred  well- 
armed  soldiers,  came  to  meet  them.  Their  reception 
had  every  appearance  of  a  welcome,  the  value  of 
which,  however,  they  could  well  appreciate.  They 
amused  themselves  at  the  fright  which  the  presence 
of  two  unarmed  monks  had  created  in  Benedict. 

The  next  day  they  were  admitted  to  an  audience. 
Benedict  had  with  him  three  cardinals,  several 
bishops  and  other  ecclesiastics,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred laymen.  These  monks  then  read  the  decree  of 
citation,  which  Benedict  heard  with  extreme  impa- 
tience. When  they  came  the  passage  which  spoke 
of  him  as  schismatic  and  heretical,  he  could  contain 
himself  no  longer.  "  It  is  not  true,"  he  cried  out  at 
one  time  ;  and  again,  "They  slander  me."    At  length, 

'  L'EDfanf,  li9. 
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in  a  more  formal  reply,  he  declared  that  the  matter 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  bis  answer  should 
be  given  the  next  day,  after  deliberation  with  his 
cardinals.  He  improved  the  occasion,  however,  to 
go  into  a  lengthened  defence  of  his  own  course,  more, 
probably,  for  the  ears  of  his  auditors,  than  the  satis- 
faction or  conviction  of  the  monks.  "The  church," 
said  he,  "  is  not  at  Constance,  but  at  Peniscola. 
Here,"  he  exclaimed,  striking  his  hand  upon  the 
chair  he  occupied,—"  Here  is  the  Noah's  ark,  the  true 
church.  These  people  of  Constance  call  me  schis- 
matic and  heretic,  because  I  will  not  put  the  church 
into  their  hands  ;  a  thing  I  wiH  take  good  care  not 
to  do.  Already  there  would  have  been  peace  for 
six  months  but  for  them.  On  their  heads  rests  the 
guilt  of  heresy  and  schism."  The  monks  thought 
such  an  answer  enough.  They  demanded  a  copy  of 
it,  which  the  pope  was  reluctant  to  grant.  But 
leaving  behind  them  a  notary  of  the  king  to  take 
charge  of  the  document  after  it  should  be  drawn  up, 
they  withdrew  to  Tortosa, 

Serious  as  the  business  was,  it  is  connected  with 
some  amusing  incidents.  It  is  said  that  as  the  monks 
approached,  dressed  in  black,  according  to  the  stat- 
utes of  their  order,  in  order  to  cite  Benedict,  the  lat- 
ter said  to  those  around  him,  "  Let  us  hear  the  ravens 
of  the  council."  But  monkish  repartee  was  equal  to 
pontifical  wit.  "  There  is  nothing  surprising,"  said 
one  of  the  monks  boldly,  "  that  ravens  should  come 
near  a  dead  body !"  One  historian  ludicrously  rep- 
resents the  monks  as  dressed  in  black,  the  devil's 
color,  entering  into  hell  to  cite  Beelzebub,  the  great 
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devil,  to  come  to  judgment.  Undoubtedly  the  siu- 
cerity  was  about  equal  on  both  sides.  The  monks 
themselves  considered  the  whole  affair,  notwith- 
standing their  indignation  against  Benedict,  as  a  good 
joke. 

The  letter,  in  which  they  gave  to  the  council  an 
account  of  their  expedition,  is  dated  Tortosa,  Jan.  22, 
1417.  Five  days  later,  on  the  27th  of  the  month, 
Siglsmund  returned  to  Constance. 

The  announcement  of  his  approach  was  enthusias- 
tically received.^  He  was  met  several  miles  distant 
from  Constance  by  an  Imposing  procession  of  pi-iuces, 
nobles,  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries.  He  entered  the 
city  amid  the  discharge  of  cannon,  the  ringing  of 
bells,  and  applauding  shouts  of  welcome.  The  Eng- 
lish saw  with  exultation  that  he  proudly  wore  the 
decoration  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  which  he  had 
received  from  the  hands  of  Henry  V.  They  were 
themselves  treated  with  distinguished  honor.  The 
Bishop  of  Sarum  greeted  the  emperor  in  the  name 
of  the  council.  Sacred  comedies,  previously  acted 
in  the  presence  of  the  authorities  of  the  city,  were 
repeated  by  the  English  in  the  presence  of  Sigis- 
mund,  and  to  his  gi'eat  delight  and  satisfaction.  A 
sermon  was  preached  before  him  in  the  highest  strain 
of  eulogy.  If  anything  could  compensate  the  em- 
peror for  the  hardships  of  his  journey,  it  was  the 
welcome  he  received,  as  well  as  the  presence  of  the 
Spanish  nation  joining  in  the  deliberatioi^  of  the 
council. 
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BENEDICT   DEPOSED.      PROGRESS   OF   REFORM.      MARTIN   V. 
ELECTED. 
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AS  TO  THE  PitECEDENiiE  OF  ReFORM  OK  THE  ELECTION  OF  A  POfE. —HEASlIHEa  OP 
REFOHM.— SERM0N9  OF  MaHRICE  AND  StEPBEN  OP  PRlBnE.  —  ThE  CaRDINALS 
AoOKIEVED. — DbMAND  THEIR  PASSPORTS  TO  LSAVE.  — Kbfused.  — DlViaiONS  IN 
THB     COCNCIL. —  PeAYER     POB     ELECTION.  —  StATK    OF     BoHEHIA.— WeNZEL    A 

CipnKB.  — He  Banishes  Nicolss  be  Hussinith.  —  Scksbs  of  Anaecht  and  Vio- 
lence. —The  PNiTEESiTr  Pavohs  the  Commdnion  op  the  Cup.  —  Peter  d'Um- 
ETZow.  —  Wknzel  Leaves  Phabhe.  ™  Uhbed  to  REinKn.  — Ankiversary  of 
THE  Death  op  Huss.  ^Sermon  on  the  Occasion.— Eulogy  of  Hitss. — William 

op  rosenbero  and  hls  vaasals.  ■ — violence  awc  robbbet. measures  of  the 

Council.  — Satire  on  the  Eomish  Church. — The  Flaoellakts.  —  Sketch  of 

Views.  —  Measures  op  the  Council.  — Benedict  XIII.  Deposed.  —  Question  of 
Refokm.  —  The  Nations  Ditided.  —  Sermons  ok  Reform.  —  English  Nation  — 
Document  of  the  Cardinals.  —  Reply  of  the  GenMABS.  —  Irritation  ts  the 
Emperoh.— Alarm  OF  THE  Cardinals.  — Death  OF  Robert  Hallam  —Bribes 

—  The  German  Nation  Wavers.  —Conditions  for  Prooekdino  to  a\  Tlection 

—  Scheme  of  Reform.  —  Electors  Appointed,  —  Otho  de  Colonni  (.hcien 
Pope.  —  Coronation. — Splendor  oi  the  Procession,  —  Incidents  ^Pobtif 
ical  Triumph  Oyer  Beforh, 

Jan.  27,  1417— Nov.  21,  1418. 

The  presence  of  the  emperor  infused  new  life  and 
energy  into  the  proceedings  of  the  council.  The 
more  arduous  matters,  which  in  his  absence  had 
"been  deferred,  almost  of  necessity,  might  now  he 
disposed  of.  The  first  in  order  of  these,  if  not  the 
most  important,  was  that  which  concerned  the  depo- 
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sition  of  Benedict.  His  answer  to  tte  citation  sent 
him  by  the  hands  of  the  two  monks,  wag  read, 
(March  7,  1417,)  but  only  confirmed  the  impression 
that  he  was  obstinately  resolved  not  to  cede.  He 
had  indeed  sent  the  Bishop  of  Cuenza  to  Constance, 
ostensibly  to  make  propositions  which  should  be  a 
basis  of  negotiation,  but  only,  as  his  enemies  asserted, 
to  sow  division  in  the  council.  His  representative 
manifested  a  temper  and  spirit  worthy  of  his  master. 
An  English  ambassador  disputed  with  him  the  ques- 
tion of  precedence.  The  Bishop  of  Cuenza,  prefer- 
ring to  use  the  most  decisive  arguments,  seized  his 
adversary,  who  was  a  small  man,  about  the  body,  and 
taking  him  from  his  seat,  carried  him  out  of  the 
church,  and  threw  him  into  one  of  the  vaults,  which 
chanced  to  be  open.  Resuming  his  place,  he  quietly 
remarked  to  his  colleague,  Martin  Fernandez  of  Cor- 
dova, "  As  a  priest,  I  bury  the  English  ambassador ; 
as  a  man  of  the  sword,  and  a  cavalier  by  birth,  do 
you  perform  what  remains  to  be  done." 

But  no  arts  or  measures  that  Benedict  could  now 
take  would  enable  him  to  evade  the  purpose  of  the 
council.  He  had  been  repeatedly  cited,  but  did  not 
appear.  He  had  deigned  no  reply,  and  no  one  ap- 
peared for  him.  He  refused  steadfastly  and  consist- 
ently to  recognize,  in  any  manner,  the  authority  of 
the  council  as  more  than  that  of  a  mere  assembly. 
The  charges  against  him,  as  finally  di'awn  up,  had 
been  read  as  early  as  November  5, 1416.  They  were 
supported  by  multitudes  of  witnesses,  most  of  them 
of  high  ecclesiastical  or  secular  rank.  Among  these 
witnesses  was  the  emperor  himself,  as  well  as  some 
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of  the  bishops  of  Benedict.  He  was  charged  with 
obstinate  perseverance  in  schism.  His  various  ob- 
noxious acts,— regarded  as  fatally  prejudicial  to  the 
peace  of  the  church,— were  attested,  and  he  was 
again  cited  to  answer.  This  was  the  last  citation. 
The  period  allowed  was  extended,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  and  in  order  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  council  might  not  tie  open  to  the  charge 
of  harshness  or  precipitation,'*     The  blow  was  merely 


Meanwhile  the  council  itself  was  not  secure  from 
dangers  within  its  own  body.  The  incongruous  ele- 
ments of  which  it  was  composed,  and  the  incongru- 
ous interests  which  it  represented,  made  it  repeatedly 
a  scene  of  the  wildest  discord.  More  than  once  its 
warmest  friends  had  reason  to  fear  that  its  only 
achievement  would  be  to  render  itself  the  Babel  of 
Christendom.  The  English  composed  by  themselves 
an  entire  nation  in  the  council.  Other  nations  were 
jealous  of  the  influence  which  they  were  thus  ena- 
bled to  exert.  The  Spaniards,  moreover,  who  had 
only  of  late  joined  the  body,  disputed  with  them  the 
question  of  precedence.*  The  French  seemed  to 
resent  the  increasing  importance  of  a  nation  which 
had  given  them  reason  to  remember  their  own  last- 
ing disgrace,  as  well  as  inferiority,  at  Agincourt. 
The  dispute  waxed  warm.  All  order  was  at  an  end. 
The  consultations  of  the  council  more  than  once  were 
characterized  by  the  violent  clamors  of  a  mob.  The 
English  indeed  carried  their  point  at  last,  conceding 
to  the  Spaniards,  on  the  question  of  precedence,  a 

'  L'Enfant,  424.    Tan  der  Hardt,  it.  B89.  ■  L'Eafent,  424, 147. 
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right  whicb  they  were  willing  to  surrender  only  for 
the  occasion,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace. 

Bat  another  matter  soon  gave  occasion  for  the 
renewal  of  similar  scenes.  The  emperor  and  the 
German  and  English  nations  were  earnest  in  favor  of 
ecclesiastical  reform.  With  them  this  was  the  first 
and  most  important  measure  to  be  initiated.  Ger- 
many, especially,  complained  of  the  simony  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  abuses  of  pontifical  and  prelatical 
prerogative.  Maurice  of  Prague  preached  a  sermon 
at  this  period,  (May  9,  1417,)  in  which  he  exposed 
the  disordera  of  the  clergy  to  unsparing  rebuke.^ 
Huss  could  not  have  exceeded  his  former  associate, 
*  and  one  of  his  late  judges,  in  the  freedom  of  invec- 
tive. Maurice  spoke  of  the  prevailing  opinion — 
which  lie  declared,  however,  that  he  regarded  as  a 
Heresy — that  Huss  had  been  put  to  death  mainly 
because  he  had  spoken  so  energetically  upon  this 
very  point.  His  friend  and  associate,  Stephen  of 
Prague,^  a  few  days  later,  did  not  hesitate  to  add  his 
testimony.  He  exposed  in  like  manner  "the  hor- 
rible simony"  of  the  clergy,  which  had  filled  the 
highest  posts  of  the  church  with  incapable  and  un- 
worthy occupants.  "  Is  it  right,"  ®  he  asks,  "  that  fools 
shoald  rule,  and  the  wise  obey  them ;  that  the  young 
should  give  orders,  and  the  old  be  their  servitors ; 
that  the  ignorant  should  have  charge  of  what  calls 
for  the  most  discriminating  management;  that  the 
learned  should  not  dare  to  open  their  months;  and 
that  gi'ooms  should  be  preferred  to  doctors,  and  to 

'  Probably  Stephen  Paletz,        '  Van 
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preachers  of  tlie  word  of  God  ? "  INor  did  he  hesi- 
tate to  declare  in  his  sermon,  in  language  indirectly 
condemnatory  of  the  council,  that  this  matter  of 
reform  was  more  essential  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Christian  faith,  than  the  union  of  the  different 
obediences.  The  election  of  the  pope  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce  a  matter  of  secondaiy  importance. 

He  could  have  said  nothing  more  seriously  in  con- 
flict with  the  cherished  purposes  L:,nd  avowed  policy 
of  the  cardinals,  and  of  many  prelates  of  the  differ- 
ent nations.  These  contended  that  the  election  of  a 
pope  should  precede  all  measures  of  a-eform.^  Their 
plea  was,  that  in  order  to  be  valid  these  must  have 
the  sanction  of  the  pope.  The  plea  was  specious, 
but  self-interest  was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  The  em- 
peror and  the  German  nation  were  fully  aware  that 
the  hope  of  a  reform  in  the  abuses  of  the  church  was 
only  warranted,  while  the  pontificate  was  vacant. 
Let  it  be  filled,  and  the  pride  of  prerogative  would 
deny  the  right  of  the  council  to  proceed  in  the  mat- 
ter, or  would  restrain  and  control  its  action.  The 
event  justified  this  fear.  For  a  while  the  emperor, 
with  the  English  and  German  nations,  stood  firm. 
The  others  were  iiTitated.  The  French  even  com- 
plained that  their  i-ights  of  free  deliberation  were 
encroached  upon  by  the  emperor. 

But  none  were  more  aggrieved  than  the  college 
of  cardinals.  They  went  so  far  as  to  demand  of  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburg  safe-conducts,  that  they  might 
withdraw  from  the  council.*  But  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg  was  not  the  man  to  confer  such  a  favor. 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  1364.  "  TaE  der  Hardt,  iv.  1416. 
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He  shared  himself  with  the  German  cation  their 
convictions  of  the  paramount  and  nrgent  necessity 
of  reform.  His  long  experience  of  public  life  had 
made  him  fully  acquainted  with  the  disordere  of  the 
ecclesiastical  state.  "  The  clergy,"  said  he,  "  push 
themselves  into  secular  matters ;  they  use  their  rev- 
enues merely  for  their  own  selfish  purposes.  They 
are  ever  making  new  acquisitions,  and  already  they 
have  usurped  a  large  part  of  the  empire."  Such 
language  could  serve  only  as  a  still  greater  provo- 
cation to  the  cardinals.  But  their  passports  could 
not  be  had.  The  elector  not  only  refused  their  re- 
quest, but  told  them  plainly  that  the  dissolution  and 
transfer  of  the  council  belonged  not  to  them,  but  to 
the  emperor,  as  advocate  and  defender  of  the  church. 
Compelled  to  remain  at  Constance,  the  college  of 
cardinals  could  speak  of  nothing,  could  think  of 
nothing,  but  the  election  of  a  new  pope.  They  had 
frequent  consultations  by  themselves  on  the  subject. 
They  were  apprehensive  lest  the  prerogative  of  elec- 
tion should  be  wrested  from  their  bands  by  the 
authority  of  the  council.  A  contest  which  had  arisen 
between  the  Castilians  and  Aragonese  in  regard  to 
the  representation  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  the 
union  of  the  former  to  the  council,  aided  them  in 
their  projects.  The  Cardinal  of  Cambray,  in  a  public 
discourse,  urged  that  immediate  step  should  be  taken 
for  an  election.  He  would  not  allow  any  measure  of 
reform  to  take  precedence  of  this.  But,  firm  as  the 
cardinals  might  be  in  their  purpose,  their  opponents 
were  not  less  decided.  The  contest  grew  more  and 
more  desperate.  Fierce  passions  were  excited.    Harsh 
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words  were  spoken.  At  a  congregation  held  on  the 
16th  of  June,  there  seemed  no  possible  alternative 
but  the  dissolution  of  the  council.^  The  position  of 
the  Castilians  aggravated  matter.  They  were  secretly 
in  favor  of  Benedict,  or  apprehensive  at  least  of  the 
result,  if  another  pope  was  not  soon  elected.  They 
refused  to  unite  with  the  council — though  they  had 
already  been  long  at  Constance — till  some  order 
should  be  taken  on  the  subject.  It  was  not  without 
the  gi'eatest  difficulty  that  their  resolution  was  over- 
come, and  the  storm  weathered  for  the  present. 

It  was,  however,  soon  seen  to  which  side  the  scale 
must  eventually  incline.  The  Italian,  Spanish,  and 
French  nations  sided  already  with  the  cardinals. 
The  English  and  German  nations  were  in  the  mi- 
nority, and  only  sustained  their  position  by  the  aid 
of  the  emperor.  Against  Sigismund,  therefore,  the 
measures  of  the  cardinals,  and  three  nations,  were 
now  directed.  "  Had  he,"  they  asked,  "  any  right  to 
mix  himself  up  in  ecclesiastical  mattera?"  While 
he  favored  them,  the  strength  of  the  imperial  arm 
was  a  welcome  ally.  Now  that  he  opposed  their 
measures,  he  must  be  rebuked  and  kept  withiu  his 
own  sphere.* 

It  was  in  these  circumstances,  and  after  vainly 
seeking  a  decree  of  the  council  presciibiug  the  man- 
ner of  a  new  election,  that  the  cardinals  adopted  a 
line  of  policy  which  did  much  to  promote  their 
plans.  They  petitioned  the  emperor  to  appoint  a 
season  of  public  devotion,  to  obtain  from  Heaven  an 
election  favorable  to  the  welfare  of  the  church.    Sigis- 

'  ¥an  der  Eitrdt,  iv.  I48B.  '  L'Enfant,  476. 
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mund  could  scarcely  refuse  the  request.  He  ordered 
their  devotions  to  be  publicly  aunouiiced  for  a  day 
of  the  following  week.  Why  did  he  not  order,  first 
of  all,  prayers  for  reform  ?  It  was  a  sad  mistake,  as 
he  found  at  last.  Popular  feeling  was  now  changing 
in  favor  of  the  cardinals.  Sigismund  had  virtually 
signed  the  death  warrant  of  his  most  cherished  pur- 
pose. The  question  of  all  questions,  which  Germany 
demanded  should  be  met — which  she  redemanded 
in  more  imperative  tones  a  century  later,  and  before 
which  cardinals  and  prelates  turned  pale  and  trem- 
bled— was  put  by  for  the  time,  and,  to  all  practical 
purposes  so  far  as  this  council  was  concerned,  finally. 

.During  all  this  time  the  case  of  the  Bohemians, 
though  overshadowed  by  matters  of  more  pressing 
importance,  had  not  been  altogether  overlooked. 
New  commissionei-s  to  attend  to  their  case  wei'e  ap- 
pointed to  replace  such  as  had  not  been  able  to  serve. 
But  there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  overbur- 
dened with  business.  None  appeared  before  them 
in  answer  to  the  citation  of  the  council.  Huss  and 
Jerome  had  at  Prague  a  greater  power  than  ever. 
Living,  they  were  but  men.  The  council  had  rashly 
promoted  them  to  that  of  martyrs.  They  had  can- 
onized them  as  unhesitatingly  as  John  XXIII.  did 
the  Swedish  Bridget,  and,  although  against  their  in- 
tentions, fai'  more  effectually  in  the  esteem  of  the 
Bohemian  nation.  Respect  for  the  memory  of  these 
martyrs,  and  indignation  at  the  injustice  that  doomed 
them  to  the  stake,  blazed  up  out  of  the  smouldering 
grief  of  theii"  recent  loss  into  flames  of  fierce  defiance. 

At  this  moment,  when  the  national  spirit  was 
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roused  to  desperation,  when  the  passions  of  men 
were  in  a  ferment,  when  the  .violence  of  autagonistic 
parties  and  opinions  demanded  a  shai-p  eye  and  a 
strong  arm  to  control  them,  Bohemia  found  itself 
practically  without  a  i-uler.  The  drunken  wretch 
who  occupied  the  throne  was  the  laughing-stock  of 
the  world,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  over  whom 
he  pretended  to  reigo.  None  feared  him  as  a  king. 
None  respected  him  as  a  man.  Nothing  could  show 
this  better  than  the  manner  in  which  the  question 
of  deposing  him  was  discussed.  Nicholas  of  Hussi- 
nitz,  the  frieud  and  patron  of  H«ss,  was  the  prmci- 
pal  leader  of  the  Hussite  party.  By  his  position  as 
well  as  by  his  ability — for  he  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful  of  the  Bohemian  barons — he  commanded 
great  infiuence.  But  his  course  had  excited  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  dissolute  monarch.  WenzeJ  sus- 
pected him  of  aspiiing  to  the  throne,  and  banished 
him  from  Prague.  He  withdrew  to  his  own  district, 
where  his  authority  was  great,  and  gathered  around 
him  a  powerful  army  of  near  forty  thousand  men. 
To  these,  animated  with  the  enthusiasm  of  their  new 
faith,  and  teiTible  in  the  desperateness  of  theip  re- 
solves to  avenge  their  wron^,  or  at  least  to  maintain 
what  they  regarded  as  their  rights,  he  proposed  the 
election  of  a  new  king  who  should  be  of  their  own 
belief.^  Whether  Nicholas  himself  aspired  to  the 
post  is  not  entirely  clear,  but  his  proposition  was 
subsequently  rejected  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
now  a  king  who  answered  their  purpose  well  enough. 
The  priest  Coranda,  who  was  a  popular  and  power- 

'  See  L'Enlant,  Guerre  des  Hussites,  i.  8S. 
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ful  speaker  among  the  Hussites,  mtuntaineJ  before 
the  armed  assembly,  that  the  spectre  of  a  king  now 
occupying  the  throne — thougli  a  mere  mockery  of 
royalty- — -was  far  better  for  them  than  one  who,  in 
bearing  tbeir  name,  would  only  produce  division  in 
the  nation,  or  excite  prejudice  against  their  canse. 
Never  would  Wenzel  be  any  thing  but  a  tool ;  and 
wben  so  ready  at  band,  why  not  use  him  ? 

Into  sucb  contempt  had  the  royal  authority  fallen. 
There  was  no  government,  except  the  self-restraint 
of  infuriated  parties.  The  Hussites  were  atuiig  to 
vengeance  by  the  mad  and  imbecile  bigotry  of  the 
council,  who  had  given  back  wrong  and  outrage  in 
answer  to  their  demand  for  truth  and  justice.  But  if 
they  had  asked  for  an  egg  and  had  received  a  scor- 
pion, they  were  not  like  to  forget  the  gift  or  its 
sting,  any  more  than  the  giver.  The  apologists  of 
the  council  at  Prague  represented  to  them  the  coun- 
cil itself,  and  thus  volunteered  to  make  themselves 
objects  of  a  vengeance  not  always  restrained  within 
the  limits  of  the  law.  The  absence  of  a  real  execu- 
tive power  gave  the  country  over  into  the  hands  of 
the  Hussites.  Many  of  their  leaders  were  men  of 
strong  passions,  and  more  impelled  by  party  zeal  than 
the  spirit  of  him  they  reverenced  as  a  martyr.  Some 
joined  them  more  for  their  own  selfish  advancement 
than  from  notions  of  sincere  anxiety  for  the  public 
cause. 

In  these  circumstances,  scenes  of  violence  were 
almost  a  necessary  result.  Deeds  were  committed, 
which  the  great  majority  could  only  view  with  ill- 
dissembled  regret.    Some  of  the  priests,  who  adhered 
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to  the  council,  and  who  refused  to  regard  the  edict 
which  allowed,  or  perhaps  was  construed  to  require, 
the  administration  of  the  cup,  were  driven  from  their 
parishes.  Churches  were  pillaged.  Monasteries  were 
plundered  and  burned.  The  stem  spirit  of  John 
Knox  might  have  smiled  to  see  the  rookeries  torn 
down,  but  Huss  himself  could  never  have  approved 
the  violence  which  the  vengeance  of  the  council  had 
provoked.  And  yet  the  war-cry  was  in  Km  name. 
Vive  WicMdffe  et  Huss  was  answered  feebly  by  the 
party  cry,  Vive  le  Pa/pe. 

The  withdrawal  of  Zisca  and  [Nicholas  de  Hussi- 
nitz  to  their  estates,  was  for  Weiizel  a  fatal  policy. 
Zisca  was  already  the  hero  of  many  a  hard-fought 
field.  His  name  alone  was  a  tower  of  strength. 
While  Nicholas  de  Hussinitz  was  gathering  his  thou- 
sands on  Mount  Tabor — as  a  scriptural  enthusiasm 
had  named  the  height  he  had  selected  for  his  for- 
tress * — Zisca  was  not  less  successful  in  gathering 
around  him  bold  and  daring  spirits  kindred  to  his 
own.  Resistance  was  completely  overawed.  The 
communion  under  both  kinds  became  the  common 
practice  throughout  Bohemia.  The  violent  oppo- 
sition of  the  clergy  and  the  anathemas  of  the  council 
were  laogh-ed  to  scorn. 

The  University  of  Prague,  already  almost  to  a 
man  on  the  side  of  Hu^,  could  hesitate  no  longer  in 
its  choice  of  parties.  Like  the  universities  of  Eng- 
land in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  it  allowed  itself  to  be 
swept  along  in  the  popular  current.     On  the  tenth 

'  Some  derive  the  name  from  Tha-  making  Tabor  signify  ineraly  an  en- 
bor  —  in  Bohemian,  a  camp  —  thus    eampraent. 
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of  March,  (1417,)  it  issued  a  public  declaration  in 
favor  of  the  communion  of  the  cup.^  John  Cardi- 
nal, now  rector,  who  had  shown  himself  the  secret 
friend  of  Huss  at  Constance,  was  employed  to  draw 
it  up.  The  university  first  of  all  prot^ta,  that  it 
does  not  presume  to  introduce  any  novelty  of  custom 
or  doctrine  in  opposition  to  the  Catholic,  Apostolic, 
and  Roman  church.  Its  only  aim  ia  to  enlighten 
the  faithful  upon  the  subject  of  the  eucharist.  ■  It 
then  expresses  its  greater  readiness  to  decide  in  favor 
of  the  communion  under  both  kinds,  as  the  conncil 
of  Constance  had  itself  already  declared  that  Christ 
had  so  appointed  ia  his  institution  of  the  ordinance 
of  the  Holy  Supper,  and  for  many  centuries  the 
church  had  practised  its  observance. 

The  university  then  exhorts  all  the  faithful  to 
maintain  with  religious  fidelity  the  institution  of  our 
Saviour,  notwithstanding  opposing  customs  and  con- 
stitutions, however  venerable.  "Whether  Christ  en- 
tire was  present  in  each  kind,  as  the  council  main- 
tained, the  univeiaity  does  not  decide.  This  is 
spoken  of  merely  as  a  tradition  which  may  or  may 
not  be  true.  And  yet  the  language  of  the  univer- 
sity is  by  no  means  harsh  toward  its  opponents.  It 
urges  indulgence  in  behalf  of  such  as  through  past 
observance,  or  ignorance  and  simplicity,  had  never 
adopted  their  own  opinion  in  regard  to  the  cup. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  took  this  oc- 
casion to  change  their  position  on  the  great  question 
before  the  nation— -some  through  policy  doubtless, 
others   through   conviction.      Peter  of  Umetzow,  a 

'Moa.  Hua.,  ii.  36*. 
VOL.  n.  19 
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theological  professor,  wlio  had  been  one  of  the  most 
determined  opponents  of  Huss  and  his  doctrines,  in 
a  full  meeting  of  the  university  putlicly  avowed  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  his  views.  ^  He 
asked  pardon  of  God  and  the  king  for  having  perse- 
cuted so  holy  a  man  and  so  orthodox  a  teacher  as 
John  Huss.  He  declared  that,  rejecting  the  decision 
of  the  council  of  Constance,  he  could  hold  no  other 
view  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  cup  than  the  one 
which  the  university  had  approved. 

"Wenzel,  at  this  period,  had  himself  withdrawn 
from  Prague.  The  absence  of  the  principal  Hussite 
nobles  did  not  reassure  him.  Either  they  might 
return,  or  others  might  visit  him  with  complaints 
that  would  sadly  disturb  his  easy  and  drunken  indo- 
lence. He  had  taken  refuge  in  a  fortress  called  Tos- 
senicz,  where  he  refused  to  see  any  one.  On  one 
occasion,  the  Bohemian  nobility,  in  lai^e  numbers, 
went  to  visit  him ;  but  he  saw  them  coming,  redoub- 
led his  guards,  and  refused  them  admittance.  They 
consulted  together,  and  resolved  to  send  a  deputation 
who  might  be  more  readily  received.  Two  of  their 
number,  venerable  with  their  grey  hair  and  long 
beards,  were  sent  to  demand  audience.  Their  request 
was  granted,  but  they  were  directed  to  go  to  another 
foiixess,  where  the  king  promised  to  meet  them.  He 
kept  his  word,  and  treated  them  to  a  magnificent  en- 
tertainment. After  the  repast  was  finished,  one  of 
the  nobility  addressed  the  king:  "Sire,"  said  he,  "the 
lords  and  all  the  nobility  of  the  Bohemian  nation 
most  humbly  ask  to  be  infonned  why  you  do  not, 

'  Mon.  Hus.,  ii.  S65 
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like  the  king  your  fatter,  of  "blessed  memoiy,  and 
like  previous  kin^  of  Bohemia,  reside  at  Prague,  tke 
capital  of  your  kingdom,  to  tlie  welfare  and  peace 
of  your  subjects.  Thej  are  surprised  at  the  indiffer- 
ence shown  by  your  majesty,  while  the  kingdom  is 
exposed  to  violence  and  desolated  by  plunderers. 
They  therefore  pray  you  to  return  to  Prague,  promis- 
ing you  all  fidelity  and  affection." 

The  king,  who  knew  how  to  use  plain  language, 
and  who  had  no  pride  to  be  wounded  by  a  frank 
confession,  replied  in  this  manner :  "  My  dear  Wil- 
liam"—William  of  Eoaenberg  was  the  one  who  had 
addressed  him- — "you  say  that  the  grandees  of  Bo- 
hemia are  surprised,  that  instead  of  remaining  at 
Prague  I  keep  myself  here  among  these  rocks ;  but 
you  must  know  that  I  am  afraid  of  Spinca.^  You 
must  not  think  it  strange  that  I  keep  away  from  you, 
when  I  could  not  be  even  safe,  either  in  the  monas- 
tery of  Konigsaal,  near  Ber&un,  nor  in  the  royal 
palace.  I  find  myself  much  more  comfortably  situ- 
ated here  in  Ziebrak,  than  I  could  be  in  the  tower 
of  Vienna."^ 

The  nobility  at  once  pledged  their  honor  to  Wen- 
zel  for  bis  security,  if  he  would  return.  At  last  he 
yielded,  and  took  up  his  residence  once  more  in  the 
royal  palace.  But  a  few  days  after,  the  magistrates 
of  the  city,  accompanied  by  nobles  and  barons,  vis- 
ited him  with  the  request  that  certain  churches 
might  be  allowed  them  in  which  to  worship  after 
their  own  manner,  and  celebrate  the  Holy  Supper 

'  The  name  of  a  prison  for  criminals,  at  Prague,  where  lie  had  been  ehat 
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according  to  Christ'^  institution.  The  request  was 
gfaiited,  and  from  this  time  the  memory  of  Husa 
and  Jerome  was  celebrated  at  each  anniversary  of 
the  sixth  of  July. 

We  have  some  light  on  the  progress  of  the  refor- 
mation at  Prague,  in  a  sermon  preached  in  the  Beth- 
lehem chapel  at  some  time  during  this  month,  and, 
more  than  possibly,  on  this  very  day  (July  6).^  It 
is  introduced  by  no  Ave  Maria,  as  till  then  had  been 
the  uniform  practice,  adopted  usually  even  by  Hass. 
The  preacher  invokes  only  the  aid  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Sci'iptural  simplicity  and  usage  were  evidently  gain- 
ing ground  in  other  things  than  the  use  of  the  cup. 
The  preacher  fitly  takes  occasion  to  speak  of  the 
dness  of  those  who  are  persecuted  for  right- 
te."  He  dwells  upon  the'  character  of 
Huss,  confidently  appealing  to  the  assembly  for  the 
truth  of  what  he  uttered.  He  sets  forth  in  language 
of  eulogy — yet  not  extravagant — the  holiness  and 
purity  of  his  life.  "  God  gave  him,"  he  adds,  "  a 
tongue  discreet  to  speak,  or  to  be  silent.  Like  a 
second  Eliaa,  his  zeal  was  inflamed  against  Antichnst, 
and  a  simoniacal  clergy.  His  life  was  spent  in  preach- 
ing or  writing,  hearing  confessions,  converting  sinners, 
consoling  the  afflicted.  He  was  chaste,  grave,  God- 
fearing, without  avarice,  envy,  pnde,  or  hypocrisy ; 
listening  with  equal  readiness  to  rich  and  poor,  and 
giving  counsel  to  one  and  aid  to  the  other.  After 
enduring  protracted  persecution  in  Bohemia,  he  was 
kept  near  six  months  in  harsh  imprisonment  at  Con- 
stance, where  he  suffered  hunger,  thirst,  and  innu- 

■  Mon.Hns.,  11.368. 
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merable  vexations  from  bis  enemies,  beside  all  the 
sickness  and  disease  produced  by  his  harsh  treatment. 
At  last,  regardless  of  his  replies,  he  was  condemned, 
degraded  from  the  priesthood,  given  over  to  the 
secular  arm,  on  the  testimony  of  his  enemies  and  false 
extracts  from  his  works.  As  bis  life  ended  so  piously 
■■ — while  he  besought  God  for  pardon,  and  prayed  for 
his  enemies — we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  his 
spirit,  like  that  of  Elias,  mounted  to  heaven  in  a 
chariot  of  fire,  to  be  received  into  the  company  of  the 
angels." 

The  preacher  passes  hastily  over  Jerome,  briefly 
reciting  the  main  facts  of  his  trial,  imprisonment,  and 
execution.  He  speaks,  however,  of  five  other  mar- 
tyrs to  the  same  cause  who  had  suffered  death. 
Three  of  these  were  those  who  had  been  decapitated 
at  Prague:  two  had  been  burned  at  Olmutz.  He 
ui'g'es  his  hearers  to  imitate  the  patience  and  un- 
worldlioess  of  these  men,  and  do  it  in  hope  to  attain 
like  them  to  a  martyr's  crown. 

It  is  easy  to  see  in  what  light  the  Hassites  regarded 
their  fallen  leaders.  They  did  not  bestow  upon  them 
the  honors  that  Rome  paid  to  her  saints.  They  did 
not  pray  in  their  name.  They  cherished  {pie  credi- 
m,us)  the  fond  hope  of  their  salvation. 

We  have  seen  that  "William  of  Rosenberg  was 
spokesman  for  the  Bohemian  nobility  in  addressing 
the  king  at  Ziebrak.  He,  with  all  his  vassals,  joined 
during  this  yeai'  the  party  of  reform.  If  the  method 
of  conversion  which  he  adopted  was  not  unexcep- 
tionable, it  was  at  least  decisive.  All  the  clergy 
belonging  to  his  dependence  were  a^embled  in  one 
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of  his  cities,  and  summoned  to  the  chnrch.  A  dea- 
con, John  Biseupec,  (or  the  little  bishop,  as  lie  was 
called,  and  whom  we  meet  again  at  the  council  of 
Basle,)  mounted  the  pulpit  from  which  it  had  been  the 
custom  to  exhibit  the  sacred  relics,  and  addressed  the 
assembly.  "  The  Lords  of  Rosenberg  will  and  ordain," 
said  he,  "that  all  pastors  in  their  jurisdiction  adopt 
the  communion  of  the  cup,  and  teach  and  practice 
all  that  John  Huss  preached  against  the  pope.  Such 
aa  refuse  to  obey,  will  be  driven  from  their  churches 
after  the  space  of  six  weeks."  The  announcement 
was  listened  to  in  silence,  and  silence  was  favorably 
construed.  Invited  to  a  great  dinner,  the  priests 
were  asked  to  explain  their  views.  They  demanded 
a  month  to  deliberate.  The  result  was,  that  from 
two  priests  only  were  their  parishes  taken  and  given 
to  the  Hussites.  Undoubtedly  numerous  instances 
of  a  similar  kind  must  have  occurred,  whei'e  the  favor- 
ite arguments  of  the  papal  party  were  retorted  upon 
themselves,  and  force  was  substituted  for  reason. 
Sach  a  result  was  almost  inevitable.  The  rights  of 
the  individual  conscience  were  too  little  understood 
even  by  the  Hussites,  But,  as  if  to  show  the  vanity 
and  fruitlessness  of  such  methods  of  conversion,  we 
find  the  Lord  of  Hosenberg  himself,  a  few  months 
later,  returning  to  the  imperio-papal  party  with  as 
little  scruple  as  he  now  abandoned  it.  Doubtless 
his  vassal  priests — with  the  exception  of  Biseupec — 
proved  as  pliant  then  as  they  were  now.  Yet  the 
adherence  to  the  Hussites  at  the  present  juncture,  of 
such  a  man  as  the  Lord  of  Rosenberg,  was  significant 
of  the  strong  current  of  national  feeling.     Each  day 
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wliat  the  council  accounted  heresy  was  growing 
stronger  in  Bohemia. 

Among  the  measures  which  the  council  found  it 
nec^sary  to  adopt,  were  some  in  its  own  defence. 
Europe,  notwithstanding  all  that  Sigismund  had 
accomplished,  was  yet  in  a  most  lamentable  condi- 
tion of  civil  anarchy.  Scenes  of  violence,  revolu- 
tion, revolt,  and  conflict  were  of  daily  occurrence. 
Cities  were  at  war  with  their  hishops  or  feudal  lords. 
IMnces  seized  the  occasion  to  plunder  one  another 
of  expcraed  provinces.  Armed  banditti,  sometimes 
with  strong  fortresses  as  places  of  refuge,  infested 
the  travelled  routes,  and,  reckless  alike  of  law  and 
justice,  plundered  the  unarmed  and  defencele^. 
Members  of  the  council,  coming  to  Constance  or 
returning  to  their  homes,  were  arrested  and  impris- 
oned tUl  ransom  was  exacted. 

The  emperor,  with  the  princes  and  lords  present 
at  Constance,  held  frequent  consultations  with  a  view 
to  restrain  and  correct  the  prevalent  disorders.  Much 
was  indeed  effected  toward  restoring  the  amicable 
relations  of  cities  and  provinces,  but  the  council 
found  itself  constrained  to  exercise  also  its  authority. 
Such  as  interfered  with  the  liberty  of  its  members, 
in  coming  or  returning,  were  threatened  with  excom- 
munication. Yet  instances  of  violent  arrest  were 
repeatedly  occurring,  and  had  to  be  met  as  they 
arose. 

But  the  enemies  from  whom  the  council  had  most 
to  fear,  were  not  the  banditti,  or  the  temporal  lords. 
Its  weakness  was  in  itselt^ — in  its  own  corruption. 
Its  own  acts  had  stripped  it  of  its  true  defence,  and 
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I  it  to  tie  shafts  of  opprobrium  and  ridicule. 
It  had  made  itself  a  subject  for  satire,  and  satires 
were  not  wanting.  The  conduct  of  the  council  and 
the  condition  of  the  church  were  freely  exposed  in 
anonymous  writings  extensively  circulated,  and  which 
the  council  chose  to  regard  as  libels.  The  evident 
disinclination  of  the  majority  of  the  body  to  engage 
in  measures  of  reform,  provoked  the  indignation  of 
many,  who  found  at  last  that  they  had  built  their 
hopes  upon  the  sand.  This  indignation  found  vent 
in  writings  which  a  decree  of  the  council  stamped 
as  defamatory.  One  of  these  was  torn  up  unread, 
at  the  time  of  the  reading  of  the  decree.  We  can- 
not fully  determine  what  were  its  contents,  but  it  is 
not  improbable  that  it  was  a  paper  drawn  up  under 
the  guise  of  a  petition  addressed  to  the  emperor  in 
behalf  of  reform,  and  which  has  been  preserved  in 
the  pages  of  Van  der  Hardt.  Its  irony  is  keen  and 
bitter.  Its  exposure  of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of 
the  church  is  unsparing,  yet  fully  warranted  by  the  tes- 
timony of  many,  themselves  members  of  the  council. 
"Most  serene  prince,"  —  so  it  commences,— " to 
secure  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth,  each  faith- 
ful and  honest  man  should  put  forth  his  exertions  ; 

For  I,  Henry  Move-About, ' 

Bishop  of  no  diocese, 

Vagrant  of  vagrants, 
Although  least  among  the  other  servants  of  our  congregation, 
Deputed  for  this  purpose,  legate  or  special  messenger. 
Sent  into  the  whole  world,  to  observe  all  things, 
Coming  to  visit  the  portals  of  Saints  Peter  and  Paul, 

e  intanded  to  parody  the 
d  title  of  tlie  pope,  lervui  ser- 


dbyGoogle 


teX.]  SATIRE  OS   STATE   OF   THE   OHDEOH.  29"? 

saw  there  sueli  tilings  as  it  is  indecent  for  a  man  to 
speak,  and  specially  tie  tnitli  of  that — Bwn  caput 
mgrotat  cmtera  meinhra  dolent. '  For  I  saw  there  a 
crowd  which  no  man  could  number,  and,  among  the 
rest,  the  very  head  of  holy  mother  church,  diseased 
in  aU  her  members,  even  to  the  sole  of  the  foot ;  for 
the  whole  head  was  sick." 

The  writer  then  ingeniously  carries  out  this  scnp- 
tural  figure  in  its  application.  Various  complicated 
diseases  had  seized  upon  the  body  and  affected  the 
brain.  The  fever  of  schism,  the  morbid  appetite  of 
simony,  the  threatened  apoplexy  from  accumulating 
the  life-blood  of  the  church  on  an  oppressed  brain, 
the  corruption  of  the  entire  body,  represented  by 
cardinals,  patriarchs,  prelates,  etc.,  who  were  its  in- 
ternal organs,  yet  all  diseased,  are  vividly  and  forci- 
bly presented.  The  gross  corruptions  of  the  court 
of  Home  are  portrayed  in  such  a  manner  as  still 
further  to  carry  out  the  figure.  The  abuses  to  be 
corrected,  are  classified  by  their  reference  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  body.  The  writer  gives  a 
sketch  of  what  he  observed  at  Rome—"  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  disorderly  in  life,  setting  no 
good  example — promoting  the  least  worthy — mak- 
ing their  relatives  bishops — performing  no  spiritual 
duties  canonically — walking  as  proud  worldlings. 
"  O  holy  church,  how  wilt  thou  sink  away  in  decline  ! 
I  saw  princes  and  laymen  assuming  the  care  of 
souls — ^religious  persons  deserting  their  regular  life 
— the  physicians  themselves  destroying  and  putting 
to  death — Benedictines  adhering  to  worldly  1 

'  When  the  head  is  sick,  the  otier  memherB  auffer. 
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lurking  about  at  taverns,  plays,  illegal  shows,  in 
slovenly  habit — professors  of  canon  law  unjustly 
holding  a  plurality  of  benefices,  without  charity, 
thanksgiving,  or  devotion." 

After  an  extended  picture  of  the  prevalent  cor- 
ruption, the  writer  addre^es  the  emperor.  "  Now 
then  it  belongs  to  thee  to  assemble  Hippocrates, 
Avicenna,  Galen,  and  the  doctors  of  every  healing 
art,  that  they  may  give  energy  to  the  exhausted, 
heal  the  sick,  and  prescribe  effectual  remedies.  And 
direct  them  to  make  ointments  to  cure  the  head, 
pills  that  may  serve  to  regulate  the  system,  clysteis 
that  maybe  applied.  Invincible  king,  summon  with 
thy  holy  and  aacred  council  now  at  Constance,  the 
physicians  themselves  of  the  world,  but  only  the 
just  and  holy  lights  of  the  sacred  council,  fearing 
God,  and  heal  and  cause  to  be  healed  the  aforesaid 
sick  one,  not  only  through  the  whole  head,  but  in 
hands  and  feet  which  are  full  of  ulcers,  and  send  the 
do^  to  lick  the  sores." 

"I  came  into  the  world  to  look  after  that  which 
holy  mother  church  long  had  lost ;  I  found  it  not, 
but  rather  all  kinds  of  iniquity,"  He  then  exhorts 
the  emperor  to  contend  against  the  evil,  and  merit 
thereby  eternal  praise.  For  himself  the  writer  ex- 
presses his  freedom  from  all  apprehension  as  to  being 
questioned,  "  Friend,  how  earnest  thou  in  hither  ? " 
although  he  confesses  that  he  had  not  on  the  wed- 
ding garment. 

Each  passing  day  gave  new  force  and  appropriate- 
ness to  the  language  of  this  strange  petition.  The 
hopes  of  speedy  and  prompt  reform  were  fast  dying 
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out.  The  emperor's  purpose,  in  spite  of  all  his  au- 
thority aud  his  influence  over  the  council,  was  des- 
tined to  defeat,  while  the  latter  thereby  was  aggra- 
vating its  own  infamy.  It  was  policy  therefore  to 
shut  the  mouths  and  stop  the  pens  of  those  who  as- 
sumed to  judge  its  infallibility.  This  was  attempted ; 
but  if  men  wrote  with  more  caution,  they  were  not 
disposed  to  think  the  less  boldly.  The  Hussites  had 
really  allies  in  the  council  itself,  who  spoke  their 
sentiments  with  a  force  and  precision  which,  in 
many  respects,  could  not  have  been  exceeded  at 
Prague, 

During  the  summer  of  this  year,  the  attention  of 
the  council  had  been  drawn  to  the  sect  of  the  Flagel- 
lants, or  Brothel's  of  the  Cross.  The  French  Abb6 
de  Boileau,^  has  attempted  to  trace  their  histoiy. 
He  ascribes  their  origin  to  Peter  Damien,  an  Italian 
ecclesiastic  of  the  eleventh  century;  but  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  germ  of  the  sect  was  planted  in  that 
principle  so  long  at  work  in  the  church  of  the  early 
centuries,  which  approved  the  self-imposed  austerities 
and  moi-tifications  of  the  body,  in  ordei'  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  soul.  The  views  of  the  abb6  are 
altogethei'  too  scriptural  to  accord  fully  with  that 
monkish  superetition  in  which  the  sect  found  full 
patronage  for  many  of  its  excesses. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  about  the  year  1260,  that 
the  Flagellants  began  to  attract  much  attention. 
Italy  at  that  period  presented  a  sad  picture  of  com- 
mingled vice,  crime,  and  superstition.^  It  was  there 
that  the  sect  first  sprang  up,  spreading  from  city  to 

'  Boileftu,  His.  d«s  Hag.  '  Jnatin  of  Padua,  as  quoted  by  BoUean. 
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city,  and  province  to  province.  The  general  belief 
that  the  end  of  the  world  was  approaching,  excited 
and  sustained  their  enthusiasm.  The  apprehension 
of  the  approaching  advent  of  the  Saviour,  and  of  the 
final  judgment,  took  so  strong  a  hold  upon  the  minds 
of  the  community,  that  nobles  and  peasants,  the  aged 
and  young,  were  affected  by  it.  They  formed  them- 
selves into  processions,  marching  two  by  two  through 
the  streets,  exposing  their  naked  limbs  and  almost 
naked  bodies  to  the  blows  of  the  lash  which  each 
bore  with  him,  and  employed  to  lacerate  his  own 
flesh,  AH  were  deeply  affected  by  the  general  con- 
viction that  their  sin  must  be  expiated  by  self-in- 
flicted torture.  Their  appearance  was  at  once  pitia- 
ble and  affecting.  With  groans  and  tears  and  un- 
dissembled  grief,  they  endured  the  suffering  admin- 
istered by  their  own  hands,  tiU  the  blood  flowed  in 
streams  from  their  bodies. 

Yet  it  was  their  spiritual  condition,  and  not  their 
bodily  sufferings,  which  occupied  their  thoughts. 
They  cried  aloud  to  God  for  mercy,  and  prayed  for 
his  pardon  and  grace.  It  was  not  enough  that  these 
practises  were  followed  by  day.  By  night  also,  in 
the  cold  of  winter  as  well  as  in  summer's  heat,  they 
continued  their  processions.  Priests  might  often  be 
seen  at  their  bead,  bearing  with  them  crosses  and 
standards.  They  went  from  village  to  village,  and  from 
church  to  church,  bowing  down  before  the  altars  in 
deep  humility.  The  excitement  became  general — -al- 
most univei'sal.  A  great  change  was  wrought  in  the 
aspect  of  society.  Instruments  of  music  and  songs 
of  gladness  were  no  more  heard.    Penitential  moans, 
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and  cries  of  grief  and  self-accusation,  took  their  place. 
Nor  was  the  change  merely  external.  It  affected 
the  convictions  and  conduct  of  men.  Enemies  were 
reconciled,'  Usurers  and  extortioners  restored  what 
had  been  unjustly  acquired.  Criminals  confessed  their 
guilty  deeds,  and  gave  evidence  of  reform.  Pris- 
oners were  enlarged,  slaves  were  set  at  liberty,  exiles 
were  recalled.  Deeds  of  charity  and  kindness  were 
performed,  while  the  fear  of  some  near  approaching 
and  terrible  judgment  awed  all  spirits.  Men  were 
astonished  at  the  strange  phenomenon.  Philoso- 
phers could  not  explain  it.  The  pope  had  not  au- 
thoiized  it.  It  had  not  been  excited  by  the  eloquence 
of  popular  orators.  It  had  no  acknowledged  leader. 
Shut  out  from  other  countries,  it  was  for  a  long  time 
mostly  eoniined  to  Italy,  and  after  a  short  time  its 
fanatical  zeal  appeared  to  be  on  the  decline. 

But  the  scenes  of  the  p^tilence,  about  the  middle 
of  the  fourteenth  century,  seemed  to  kindle  it  anew. 
It  crossed  the  Alps,  and  appeared  in  Germany  with 
renewed  vigor.  Two  hundred  of  the  sect  visited 
Spires,  where  their  evident  devotion  secured  them  a 
welcome  entertainment.  At  Strasbourg  and  Aix  la 
Chapelle  their  appearance  is  recorded.  But,  with. 
the  progress  of  things,  corruptions  had  begun  to 
spread  among  them.  They  were  joined  by  hypo- 
crites and  knaves,  who  would  cloak  their  deeds  under 
the  mantle  of  the  Flagellants.  The  most  grievous 
charges  were  made  against  them.  It  was  said  that 
they  accounted  it  no  sin  to  lie;  that  they  indulged 
in  acts  of  gi-ossest  vice  and  crime.  The  tide  now 
turned  against  them.     Popes  fulminated  bulls,  and 
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the  emperor  publislied  edicts  denouncing  tlte  sect. 
They  were  driven  out  of  Bohemia,  Bavaria,  and 
Poland,  and  the  University  of  Paris  urged,  and  not 
without  effect,  that  they  should  not  be  tolerated  in 
France.  But  in  vain  were  they  persecuted.  Their 
numbers  continued  to  increase.  The  Inquisition  was 
glutted  with  victims ;  and  in  the  very  year  when  the 
council  of  Constance  was  opened,  many  were  burnt 
at  Sangerhausen  by  the  authority  of  the  Inquisitor 
of  the  Faith. 

Undoubtedly  they  had  by  this  time  become,  many 
of  them,  confirmed  fanatics.  Their  leader,  a  Conrad 
Smith,  is  said  to  have  pretended  to  be  the  prophet 
Enoch,  and  to  have  been  authorized  by  God  to  judge 
the  world.  He  is  reported  to  have  annulled  the 
sacraments,  and  to  have  put  the  self-inflicted  flagel- 
latioQ  of  his  followers  in  their  place.  Some  of  the 
reputed  doctrines  of  the  sect  were  far  from  compli- 
mentary to  the  church.  They  maintained  that  God 
had  deposed  the  entire  clergy,  from  pope  to  monk, 
for  their  corruption,  as  Christ  of  old  drove  the  money- 
changera  from  the  temple ;  that  since  their  own  in- 
stitution, churches,  cemeteries,  and  places  and  objects 
reputed  holy,  were  such  no  longer;  the  churches 
were  but  dens  of  robbers ;  holy  water  was  poisonous 
because  mingled  with  sparks  of  hell ;  and  the  offices 
of  the  priests,  ministering  death  to  themselves  and 
others,  were  no  more  sacred  than  the  howling  of 
dogs.  Baptism  of  blood  had  taken  the  place  of 
baptism  by  water ;  confirmation'  was  a  cheat  and  a 
mockery ;  the  real  presence  was  a  figment ;  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  altar,  a  mummery  of  the  priests ;  and 
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confession  to  a  priest,  useless  and  vain.  They  rejected 
the  doctiine  of  indulgences,  the  worship  of  the 
Virgin  and  the  saints,  ftists,  and  purgatory.  Some 
of  these  doctrines,  however,  were  replaced,  according 
to  the  charges  of  their  enemies,  with  others  more 
excessively  fanatical  and  extravagant. 

These  charges,  however,  evidently  were  applicable 
to  but  a  small  portion  of  the  sect.  But  what  to  do 
with  them  was  a  question  that  puzzled  the  wisdom 
of  the  council.  Severity  had  already  been  employed. 
The  arm  of  the  Inquisition  had  grown  weary  in  its 
work.  Kings  and  popes  had  attempted  to  crush 
them,  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  trampled  seed 
sprang  up  under  the  feet  that  braised  its  shell  and 
pressed  it  to  the  earth,  Gerson  was  now  for  trying 
more  lenient  measures.  He  urged  this  policy  upon 
the  council.  They  should  pity  these  poor  misguided 
men.  "Would  he  have  said  this,  if  the  whole  sect 
had  been  represented  by  its  leader,  chained  fast,  as 
Huss  had  been,  in  a  Constance  dungeon  ?  It  seems 
doubtful.  But  one  thing  may  have  turned  the  scale. 
The  celebrated  Vincent  of  FeiTara  was  reported  to 
favor  the  sect  of  the  Flagellants,  We  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  he  ever  joined  them,  bnt  they  at  least 
claimed  the  sanction  of  his  name.  Vincent  was  a 
man  not  to  be  lightly  dealt  with.  He  wielded  a 
power  over  the  masses  at  that  day,  unrivalled  by 
any  other  man  in  Europe,  With  all  the  peculiari- 
ties of  his  order, — the  Dominican, — that  still  clung 
to  him,  he  was  the  great  popular  preacher  of  his 
age.  He  was  the  John  the  Baptist  of  the  European 
wilderness.     It  would  not  do,  even  for  the  council,  to 
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deal  tarshly  with  sucli  a  man.  It  coulJ  not  afford 
to  alienate  Iiim.  It  would  only  condemn  itself  in 
arraigning  Lim.  Gei-son  eudeavoi'ed  to  draw  him  to 
Constance.  He  and  D'Ailly  both  wrote  to  him,  urg- 
ing him  to  come.  They  undoubtedly  believed  that 
if  he  were  once  with  them  they  could  bring  him 
over  to  their  views.  But  he  declined  their  overture. 
What  his  reasons  were  we  may  surmise.  He  deemed, 
undoubtedly,  that  his  presence  elsewhere  would  be 
more  useful,  and  Constance  evidently  had  no  attrac- 
tion for  one  whose  life  is  a  sort  of  oasis  in  the  cor- 
iTjption  of  his  age. 

But  would  Vincent  have  been  safe  at  Constance  ? 
If  the  question  of  the  Flagellants  had  come  before 
the  council,  and  he,  though  not  of  their  number,  had 
defended  their  conduct  in  many  things,  as  he  had 
enjoyed  a  full  opportunity  of  inspecting  it,  would  he 
have  left  Constance  as  he  entered  it — with  a  reputa- 
tion and  character  untarnished  ?  For  the  sake  of 
our  poor  weak  nature,  we  may  be  thankful  that  he 
was  spared  a  trial  that  might  not  have  spared  even 
him. 

Gerson's  treatise  on  the  sect  is,  on  the  whole,  a 
most  just  and  sensible  examination  of  the  case.  He 
condemns  the  immoi^asty  and  cruelty  which  it  occa- 
sioned, while  he  places  penitence  of  spirit  before  God 
far  above  all  self-imposed  austerities.  He  urges  upon 
those  who  belonged  to  it,  submission  to  the  council, 
and  prescribes  as  a  remedy  for  the  mental  hallucina- 
tions of  the  Flagellants,  that  they  should  be  required 
to  labor,  instead  of  running  from  place  to  place. 

This  was  for  the  most  part  sound  and  sensible  ad- 
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vice,  and  the  council  seems  to  have  acceded  to  its 
wisdom.  Bnt  where  was  its  consistency  ?  If  the 
Hussites  were  heretics,  much  more  were  the  Flagel- 
lants. "Why  should  Vincent  of  Ferrara  be  dealt  with 
so  gently,  while  Huss  and  Jerome  are  sent  to  the 
funeral  pile  ?  Let  the  assumed  infallibility  of  the 
council  answer. 

The  fate  of  Benedict  XIII.  was  at  length  decided. 
After  all  necessary  formalities  of  process  and  cita- 
tion, he  v^as  deposed  by  the  council,  in  its  thirty 
seventh  session,  held  July  26tL,  141Y.'  The  Cardi- 
nal of  St.  Mark  read  the  sentence.  It  declared  Ben- 
edict perjured,  a  scandal  to  the  Catholic  church,  a 
favorer  of  schism,  a  disturber  of  the  peace  and  union 
of  the  church,  an  obstinate  and  incorrigible  schis- 
matic, a  heretic  devoid  of  faith ;  in  a  word,  a  man 
I'epi'obate  of  Grod,  and  unworthy  of  every  dignity, 
specially  of  the  pontifical.  Of  such,  the  council  de- 
grades, deposes,  and  deprives  him,  and  forbids  any 
one  to  recognize  him  as  pope  under  the  severest  pen- 
alties. 

Thus  at  last  the  council  might  consider  the  union 
of  the  church  restored.  After  nearly  three  years 
of  study  and  efibrt,  the  wort  seemed  accomplished. 
But  the  deposition  of  Benedict,  though  uniting  the 
church,  more  effectively  than  ever  divided  the  coun- 
cil. The  question  as  to  whether  measures  for  refonn 
or  the  election  of  a  new  pontiff  should  be  allowed 
precedence,  acquired  a  new  and  preying  importance, 
,The  emperor  persisted  in  his  efforts  for  an  immediate 
reform.    The  cardinals  were  equally  determined  in 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  1374, 
VOL.  ir.  20 
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their  pui-pose  to  postpone  it.  The  month  of  August 
was  spent  in  intrigues  by  each  pai-ty  to  carry  its 
point.  The  Italians  sought  to  win  over  the  Germans, 
bat  these  still  stood  firm  by  the  emperor.  Some  of 
the  Italian  and  French  prelates  also  might  be  reck- 
oned— although  in  the  -  minority  of  their  nations — 
the  partisans  of  reform. 

The  sermons  that  were  preached  before  the  coun- 
cil became  pleas  in  behalf  of  the  one  or  the  other 
party.  Those  that  urged  the  importance  of  reform 
were  startling  in  their  exposures  of  corruption,  and 
terrible  in  their  invective.  One  preacher  declared- 
no  doubt  truly — "  that  almost  the  entire  clergy  were 
under  the  dominion  of  the  devil."  ^  He  represents 
the  council  as  an  assembly  of  Pharisees,  who  play 
the  game  of  religion  and  the  church,  under  the  mask 
of  devotion.  "In  the  world,  falsehood  is  king; 
among  the  clergy,  avarice  is  law.  In  the  prelates 
are  found  only  malice,  iniquity,  negligence,  ignorance, 
vanity,  pride,  avarice,  simony,  lust,  pomp,  hypocrisy. 
At  the  court  of  the  pope  there  is  no  holiness.  It  is 
a  diabolic  court."  Another  preaclier  is  scarcely  less 
severe.  He  declares  that  the  clergy  spend  their 
money  on  buffoons,  dancing  girls,  dogs,  and  birds, 
rather  than  m  charily  to  the  poor.  They  frequent 
taverns  and  brothels,  and  go  from  their  concubines 
and  prostitutes  to  mass  without  any  scruple.  It  has 
passed,  he  says,  into  a  proverb,  that  "  the  prelates 
have  as  many  mistresses  as  domestics."  The  convents 
are  not  spared.  "It  is  a  shame,"  he  says  "to  speak 
of  what  is  done  in  thera  ;  more  a  shame  to  do  it.     In 

■  L'Eufant,  194. 
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all  these  abominatioas,  tlie  coui't  of  Eome  sets  the 
example,  even  in  the  place  where  it  is  assembled  for 
the  reformation  of  manners."  Other  preachera  spoke 
in  the  same  strain. 

But  the  partisans  of  a  new  election  had  their  ora- 
tors. The  Cardinal  of  Cambray  preached  before  the 
council.  He  did  not  attempt  to  controvert  the  state- 
ments that  had  already  been  made,^he  rather  con- 
firmed them, — ^but  urged  that  it  was  monstrous  to 
think  of  reforming  the  body  of  the  church  while  it 
was  without  a  head. 

The  Englisli  nation  remained  as  yet  firmly  attached 
to  the  emperor's  project  of  giving  precedence  to  the 
matter  of  reform.  The  king  of  England  wrote  to 
his  bishops,  urging  unanimity  in  the  matter,  for  he 
had  heard  that  some  of  the  English  members  of  the 
council  were  inclining  to  the  side  of  the  cardinals. 
Such  pei-sons  wei'e  to  be  commanded  in  his  name  to 
desist  from  their  course,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  were 
to  be  sent  back  to  England  to  answer  for  their  con- 
duct. 

The  cardinals,  however,  did  not  fail  to  urge  their 
favorite  project,  more  and  more  strenuously.  They 
presented  a  protest  (Aug.  4)  against  the  course  of 
their  opponents.  Nor  was  this,  ■snough ;  they  endeav- 
ored to  overwhelm  them,  or  at  least  weaken  their 
influence,  by  exciting  against  them  suspicion  of  her- 
esy. A  paper  was  adroitly  drawn  up  in  the  form  of 
queries,  suggesting  the  various  ways  in  which  they 
seemed  to  favor  the  opinions  of  Huss.  The  whole 
document  betrays  malice  and  impudence.  The  Eng- 
lish and  Germans  had  been  the  most  forward  in  con 
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demumg,  or  securing  tlie  condemnation,  of  Huss. 
They  could  not  justly  be  accused  of  complicity  with 
his  cause.  But  they  felt,  for  all  this,  only  the  more 
deeply  the  pressing  necessity  of  reform.  They  would 
have  all  the  arguments  of  men  like  Huss— drawn 
from  the  indisputable  and  gross  corruption  of  the 
church— taken  out  of  their  mouths.  This  was  the 
extent  of  their  heresy,  at  least  before  the  council. 
But  the  cardinals,  and  the  three  nations  that  held  with 
them,  became  more  bold  and  daring  with  each  succes- 
sive day.  The  former,  on  the  ninth  of  September, 
renewed  their  protest,  and  now  in  stronger  language. 
Sigismund  was  present  when  its  reading  was  com- 
menced. It  stung  him  to  indignation.  He  rose  at 
once,  ere  the  reading  was  finished,  and  left  the  assem- 
bly. As  he  went  out,  accompanied  by  the  Patri- 
arch of  Antioch,  among  others,  some  one  cried  out, 
"  Let  the  heretics  go !  "  This  was  reported  to  Sigis- 
mund, and  did  not  tend  to  soothe  his  irritation.  It 
was  reported,  probably  on  good  grounds,  that  he 
meant  to  arrest  some  of  the  cardinals  under  pre- 
tence that  they  were  engaged  in  consultations  dele- 
terious to  the  interests  of  the  council.  He  forbade 
them  the  use  of  the  cathedral  church  and  the  epis- 
copal palace,  in  whicL:  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
meet.  But  such  measures,  failing  to  overawe,  could 
only  irritate.  The  Germans,  meanwhile,  were  restive 
under  the  imputations  of  heresy  which  were  cast 
upon  them.  They  drew  up  their  defence,  in  which 
they  took  occasion  to  argue  anew  the  necessity  of 
reform,  and  pointed  out  some  of  the  gross  abuses  of 
which  they  complained. 
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The  condition  of  tlie  council  was  one  exceedingly 
critical.  It  was  divided  into  two  great  parties — on 
one  side  the  English  and  Germans,  headed  by  the 
emperor;  on  the  other,  the  Italians,  French,  and 
Spaniards,  led  by  the  cardinals,  "What  would  have 
"been  the  result  had  neither  party  yielded,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say ;  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that  it  would 
have  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  council. 

But  at  this  critical  period  the  emperor  lost  his 
Jidmt  Achaten,  as  the  historian  calls  him.  On  the 
4th  of  September,  Robert  Hallam,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, died.^  He  had  been  from  the  outset  a  strenu- 
ous supporter  of  the  emperor's  project.  Previous 
to  the  council  of  Pisa,  Kicbard  Ullerston  had  writ- 
ten, at  his  instance,  his  celebrated  wort  on  the  neces- 
sity and  methods  of  reform.  While  the  bishop  lived, 
the  English  nation  stood  firm  by  the  emperor.  But 
now  they  could  no  longer 'be  depended  on.  The 
solicitations  and  intrigues  of  the  other  party  were 
working  wonders.  Even  the  German  nation  began 
to  waver.  The  Archbishop  of  Riga,  who  cruelly  and 
harshly  had  taken  charge  of  the  imprisonment  of  Huss, 
was  won  over  by  a  bribe.  He  was  promised,  in  place 
of  his  present  dignity — which  had  become  unaccept- 
able, through  the  hostility  of  the  Teutonic  order 
which  he  had  incurred — the  diocese  of  Liege.  An- 
other leader  of  the  German  nation,  John  Abundi, 
Bishop  of  Coire,  was  won  by  the  promise  of  being 
placed  in  the  vacant  See.^ 

The  result  could  no  longer  remain  in  doubt.  The 
desertion  from  the  emperor  had  commenced.     Some 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  HU.  =  L'Enfant,  Bll. 
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of  the  Italian  and  Frencli  bishops,  who  had  resisted 
hitherto  the  decisions  of  their  nations,  made  haste  to 
leave  the  sinking  ship.  The  question  "was  now  only 
one  of  time.  The  emperor  could  not  long  hold  out. 
He  at  length  capitulated,  on  the  condition  that  the 
council  should  initiate  the  measures  of  reform,  by  a 
public  decree,  before  the  election  should  take  place. 
Vain  condition  !  Some  of  the  cardinals  even  now 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  such  a  decree  could  not 
bind  the  future  pope.  Yet  the  condition  was  assent- 
ed to.  The  cause  of  reform  had  made  hitherto  but 
slow  progress.  Difficulty  after  difftculty  had  blocked 
up  its  way.  The  council  now,  however,  resolved  that 
on  certain  points  a  reform  should  be  perfected.  Two 
months  had  passed  away  in  party  negotiation  and 
intrigue,  when  at  length  another  (the  twenty-ninth) 
session  was  held  (Oct.  9th).  ^  The  measures  which 
were  declared  to  be  settled  by  public  decree,  related 
to  the  fi'equent  and  regular  convocation  of  ^ 
councils — precautions  against  the  renewal  of  s 
—the  profession  of  faith  and  duty  to  be  made  by 
the  pope  on  his  election — the  translation  of  bene- 
fices, and  exactions  from  vacant  bishoprics.  It  is 
easy  to  see  that  all  t?iis  implied  but  an  external 
and  insufficient  reform,  while  the  disease  was  too 
deep  to  be  reached  by  any  such  appliance.  It  was 
equally  in  vain  that  it  was  determined,  a  few  days 
later,  to  enlarge  the  project,  and  add  new  measures 
tending  to  the  check  of  ecclesiastical  abuses.  They 
all  had  respect  merely  to  that  which  belonged  to  the 
externals  of  the  church,  its  dignities,  offices,  reve- 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iy.  1433. 
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nues.^  Germany  vainly  demanded  reform  now ;  a  cen- 
tury later  slie  wonld  demand  it  in  more  emphatic 
tones.  The  very  point  on  wliicli  nearly  all  the  na- 
tions had  insisted  most  strenuously,  and  in  regard  to 
which  there  seemed  most  hope  of  success,  that  of 
annates — the  first  year's  income  when  a  benefice  was 
vacant,  and  which  was  claimed  for  its  support  by  the 
court  of  Kome — was  the  one  about  which  great  diffi- 
culties were  now  raised.  The  emperor  and  others 
would  have  the  officers  of  the  court  of  Rome  provid- 
ed with  a  fixed  annual  salary.  Doubtful  of  so  un- 
certain a  provision,  the  cardinals  could  not  relinquish 
the  annates,  and  the  whole  question  must  of  necessi- 
ty be  left  to  the  future  pope. 

Who  he  would  be,  was  now  the  question  of  raost 
engrossing  interest.  On  the  thii-tieth  of  October, 
the  council  decreed  to  proceed  to  his  election.  *  The 
cardinals  had  at  first  somewhat  humbly  dared  to  put 
forward  their  claims  to  the  right  of  sole  electors  as 
their  prerogative.  Some  of  their  opponents,  in  view 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  previously  exer- 
cised it,  would  have  excluded  them  altogether  from 
the  conclave.  A  compromise  was  at  length  effected, 
by  which  six  prelates  or  persons  of  distinction  from 
each  of  the  five  nations  should  be  joined  to  the 
college  of  cardinals,  in  order  to  form  the  body  of 
the  electors.  The  number  of  these,  including  the 
twenty-three  cardinals,  was  therefore  fifty-three.  ■  For 
each  of  these  a  chamber  was  provided  in  the  Mer- 
chants' Exchange,  where  the  sessions  of  the  conclave 
were  to  be  held.     Every  precaution  was  taken  to 

'  L'Enfent,  621.  '  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  1449. 
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prevent  any  communication  between  them  and  otters 
outside  the  building.  Persons  of  high  state  and 
authority  were  to  guard  all  the  passages,  and  all 
we're  warned  by  sound  of  trumpet  not  to  approach 
within  a  certain  distance  of  the  place  where  the  con- 
clave was  in  session.  Even  the  food  of  the  electors 
and  their  servants — for  each  was  allowed  two — was 
to  some  extent  prescribed,  and  was  passed  into  the 
building,  not  by  the  door,  but  by  a  window,  in  order 
that  none  might  have  a  pretext  or  opportunity  to 
enter.  Even  after  the  food  had  been  passed  in,  it 
was  to  be  examined  before  it  was  sent  to  the  electors, 
lest  some  letter  or  line  should  be  enclosed  in  it  by 
which  some  communication  or  information  should  be 
conveyed  to  them. 

The  electors  entered  the  conclave  Nov.  2,  1417.^ 
For  some  time  there  seemed  no  prospect  of  their 
effecting  a  choice,  as  two-thirds  of  the  votes  must 
be  given  to  the  successful  candidate.  Each  nation 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  glad  to  have  had  for 
pope  one  of  its  own  countrymen.  But  the  Germans 
were  the  first  to  yield  their  preference.  The  Arch- 
bishop of  Riga,  who  seems  by  this  time  to  have 
acquired  the  art  of  seizing  upon  and  improving  occa- 
sions that  could  favor  his  own  inter^ts,  led  the  way. 
At  length  the  other  nations  so  far  consented  to  yield 
their  claims,  that  the  necessary  vote  was  cast  for 
Otho  de  Colonna,  an  Italian  cardinal.  He  had  been 
one  of  the  cardinals  of  John  XXIII.,  and  had. borne 
a  reputation  as  free  from  stain  as  it  was  perhaps  pos- 
sible for  a  member  of  a  college  with  such  a  head. 
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He  was  undoubtedly  less  able  than  many  of  tlie 
otiiers.  The  cardinals  of  Cambray  and  St.  Mark 
were  by  far  his  superiors,  but  they  had  made  them- 
selves offensively  conspicuous;  and  their  compeer, 
Zabarella  of  Florence,  had  gone  out  a  few  days 
before  from  one  of  the  assemblies — exhausted  by  the 
eifort  of  a  speech  which  he  truly  said  at  the  time 
might  be  called  his  dying  testimony — never  to  re- 
turn. He  died  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  September, 
the  most  dangerous  competitor — had  he  survived — 
for  the  pontifical  dignity.^ 

Otho  de  Colonna  took  the  title  of  Martin  V. 
Different  estimates  were  formed  of  his  character.* 
But  whatever  he  might  have  been  before  his  elec- 
tion, he  was,  after  it,  but  a  wheel  in  the  ecclesiastical 
machine,  and  was  governed  by  laws  that  would  have 
overruled  his  own  will  had  he  not  chosen  to  submit. 
The  news  of  his  election  spread  at  once  through  the 
city.  Through  a  breach  made  in  the  walls  of  the 
building  where  the  conclave  was  assembled,  the  fact 
had  been  first  announced,  and  was  received  with 
loud  acclamations.  The  people,  gathered  by  thou- 
sands, could  not  restrain  their  enthusiasm  as  they 
shouted  the  name  of  the  new  pope.  The  emperor, 
regardless,  as  some  say,  of  his  dignity,  hasted  to 
prostrate  himself  before  him,  kissing  his  feet,  and 
thanking  the  electors  for  the  excellent  choice  they 
had  made.  The  pope  replied  with  a  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  with  thanks  to  the  emperor  for  his  zeal 
for  the  peace  of  the  church. 

The  enthroning  of  the  newly  elected  pope  pre- 
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sented  a' scene  of  imposing  splendor.  The  emperor, 
princes  and  nobility,  the  clergy  of  all  ranks,  be- 
side men  of  every  civil  office  and  station,  formed 
the  escort  which  accompanied  him  from  the  conclave 
to  the  cathedral.  His  ordination  as  deacon  took 
place  November  13th,  his  consecration  and  corona- 
tion as  pope,  Nov.  21st.^  These  were  marked  by 
scenes  of  scarcely  less  splendor  and  magnificence. 
As  the  procession  on  this  last  occasion  moved  through 
the  streets  of  the  city,  it  was  met  by  the  Jews,  who 
assured  the  new  pope  of  their  obedience,  and  be- 
sought of  him  a  confirmation  of  their  privileges, 
while  presenting  him  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  the 
Old  Testament.  The  pope  paused  a  moment,  re- 
ceived the  volume— according  to  some- — ^but  handed 
it  back  with  the  remark,  "  You  have  the  law,  but  do 
not  understand  it.  Behold,  old  things  have  passed 
away,  all  has  become  new." 

According  to  another  account,  the  pope  refused  to 
receive  the  volume,  Sigismund  took  it  for  a  moment, 
however,  remarking  as  he  handed  it  back,  "The 
laws  of  Moses  are  just  and  good — let  no  one  reject 
them ;  but  as  to  you,  you  keep  none  of  them  as  you 
ought."  Upon  this  the  pope,  turning  toward  them, 
said,  "  May  Almighty  God  take  away  the  veil  from 
your  eyes,  and  grant  that  you  may  behold  the  light 
of  eternal  life ;"  then  adding  the  apostolic  benedic- 
tion. 

The  power  and  intrigue  of  the  cardinals  had  thus 
secured  their  tiiumph.  With  a  pope  to  head  them, 
they  could  do  more  than  they  had  done  already— 

'  L'Enfiint,  S47. 
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they  could  safely  defy  the  emperor.  Each  party 
now  strove  to  gain  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the 
pope.  The  imperial  power  occupied  but  a  secondary 
place.  All  measures  of  reform  must  be  such  as  to 
be  acceptable  to  the  cdiu-t  of  Rome.  It  was  as  much 
as  a  defeat  already,  of  projects  for  which  the  best 
men  of  the  age  had  toiled,  and  written,  and  plead. 
The  work  of  reformation  was  in  reality  postponed. 
The  heart  of  the  empei'or  was  sickened  within  him. 
The  Fi'ench  urged  him  to  promote  their  measures  of 
reform.  His  reply  was  bitter ;  "  You  would  have  a 
pope  first.  You  have  one  now.  Go  to  him.  It  is 
his  business,  not  mine." 
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MEASURES  OF  THE  POPE  AND  COUHCIL  AGAINST  THE   BOHE- 
MIASa 

Statu  op  BoHEHii.  —  Ai^hm  op  the  Clekqy  who  Adhshed  to  thb  Coubcil.^ 
DisoKDEH.  —  Flight  of  Wbskel.  —  AppiiEnENSioNs  of  the  Codncil.  — Gehsok's 
Tbeatise  on  the  Eochakjst.  —  Madbioe  op  Peasdh.  —  SioisMUND'a  Lbtteb  to 
Lacna.  —  Thbeatens  a  Ckhsade.  — Hia  Lettkks  to  Hib  Bbotheh,  Wenzel.— 
Their  Iksolencs  asd  DnpL(ciTY.  —  Letter  op  MAttTru  V.  to  Bohemia.  — De- 

—  The  Boll  op  Martin  V.  —  Its  CoNTEsra.  —  Its  SEVEEiTr.  —  Poikts  of  Eiam- 

INiTIOB  FOR  THE  SoSPEOTED.  —  How  THE  ThIAL  WAS  TO  BE  CONDUCTED.  —  EsECn- 

noN  OP  Lord  Cobhau.  —  Terror  of  i  Ckusade,  —  Cedsade  Aoainst  the 
MoOBS.  —  Indignation  op  the  Bohebians.  —  N iuholas  de  Hussiniti.  —  Boldness 
OF  ZisoA.  —  Codhbe  op  John  Dominic.  —  He  is  Continced  that  Arms  are  Nec- 

RSSABT  *0  SUBDOa  THB  BoHEHIANS. 

Not.  22,  1417  — April   15,  1418. 

While  the  council  at  Constance  was  rent  into  fac- 
tions by  intrigues  to  elect  a  pope,  Bohemia  became 
more  than  ever  a  scene  of  civil  discord.  The  Huss- 
ites were  steadily  increasing  in  numbers  and  in  confi- 
dence. The  course  of  the  council,  instead  of  regaia- 
ing  its  lost  adherents,  alienated  many  who  might 
otherwise  have  sustained  it.  Nothing  was  done  to 
restore  to  that  body  the  respect  and  confidence  which 
bad  been  destroyed  by  the  execution  of  Hu^  and 
Jerome.  The  action  of  the  university  carried  with 
it  many  who,  until  that  time,  had  remained  wavering 
and  undecided.  The  clergy  who  adhered  to  the 
council  became  more  thoroughly  alarmed.  They  had 
(316) 


dbyGoogle 


Ch.  XL]  PAPAL    PAETY   AT   PRAGUE.  317 

exhausted  all  their  energies  in  attempting  to  breast 
the  storm ;  but  their  very  efforts  only  recoiled  upon 
themselves.  They  provoked  and  exasperated  where 
conciliation  would  have  been  policy.  Justifying,  as 
they  did,  the  execution  of  Huss,  and  invoking  the 
interference  of  the  secular  power,  they  foifeited  that 
respect  and  security  which  they  might  have  claimed 
had  they  quietly  attended  to  their  own  duties. 

They  by  no  means  limited  their  demands  to  being 
left  unmolested  in  their  own  persons  and  spheres  of 
labor.  The  storm  which  they  invoked  upon  the  heads 
of  others,  was  thus  brought  down  upon  their  own. 
Refusing  toleration,  it  is  not  strange  that  the  meas- 
ure which  they  meted  should  have  been  measured  to 
them  again.  They  occupied  the  position,  and  were 
I'egarded  in  the  light,  of  allies  to  an  invading  army — 
designed  to  oppress,  crush,  and  extirpate  the  follow- 
ers of  Huss.  They  were  not  merely  misguided  men 
and  teachers  of  error,  but — in  the  circumstances  of 
the  kingdom — revolutionists  in  principle,  and  traitors 
in  fact ;  and  so  the  Hussites,  on  repeated  occasions, 
felt  constrained  to  deal  with  them.  Stripped  of  a 
large  part  of  their  revenues,  the  edge  of  their  ortho- 
doxy was  sharpened  by  the  exasperation  of  their 
feelings.  Some  of  their  churches — we  may  presume 
already  vacated  by  them,  or  perhaps  closed  by  in- 
terdict— were  g^ven  up  by  Wenzel  to  the  services  of 
the  new  worship.  Amid  the  civU  disorder,  it  was 
not  surprising  that  men  destitute  of  principle,  and 
fond  of  fishing  in  troubled  waters,  should  abound. 
Robbers  and  bandits  gladly  seized  the  occasion  to 
commit  deeds  of  violence,  which  could  be  charged 
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to  the  persecuting  zeal  of  tlie  Hussites,  but  of  which 
the  latter  were  innocent. 

The  craven  and  timid  monarch,  who  would  sooner 
see  both  parties  overthrown  and  his  kingdom  a 
desert  than  have  his  own  indolence  or  gluttony  dis- 
turbed, abandoned  at  this  moment  the  duties  of  his 
post.  Unwilling  to  commit  himself  fully  to  either 
party,  fearful  on  the  one  side  of  being  accounted  a 
heretic,  and  on  the  other  of  offending  the  partisans 
and  followers  of  Huse,  who  were  overwhelmingly  in 
the  ascendant,  he  withdrew  from  Prague,  and  left  it 
the  spoil  and  prey  of  conflicting  parties — torn  by 
faction,  or  private  malice  and  violence,  now  loosened 
from  restraint.  "We  are  only  surprised  that  the  party 
of  reform  should  have  exhibited  so  much  self-con- 
trol. The  king,  intent  only  upon  his  own  ease  and 
indulgence,  had  fled  to  his  castle  in  the  country, 
leaving  his  whole  kingdom  to  the  mercy  of  insurrec- 
tion and  anarchy.  The  presence  and  authority  of 
the  more  powerful  Bohemian  nobles,  sometimes  per- 
haps encouraging  revolution  and  violence,  were  gen- 
erally the  best  security  for  peace  and  order.  Each 
controlled  his  own  vassals;  and  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  this  nobility  on  the  side  of  the  reform- 
ers, overawed  all  organized  opposition. 

The  council  had  good  reason  for  anxiety  as  to  the 
effect  of  their  own  proceedings  upon  the  Bohemian 
people.  They  saw  themselves  virtually  defied.  Their 
authority  was  contemned,  and  their  spiritual  claims 
were  openly  derided.  Not  one  of  the  four  hundred 
nobles  whom  they  had  summoned  before  them  had 
shown  regard  enough  for  their  commands  or  threat- 
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enings  to  appear  Tiefore  tte  coraraissioners  appointed 
to  sit  in  judgment  upon  their  case.  In  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  it  was  vain  to  think  of  suTiduing  them 
by  violent  measures.  The  forces  necessary  for  such 
an  attempt  could  not  easily  be  got  together.  In 
these  circumstances  the  council  did  what  it  should 
have  done^rst  and  only — employed  the  weapons  of 
reason  and  argument.  Gerson  was  employed  to 
draw  up  a  treatise  on  the  communion  of  the  cup,  in 
order  to  refute  the  positions  and  opinions  of  the  Bo- 
hemian heretics.^  His  work  is  a  strange  mixture  of 
sound  sense  and  absurd  assumption,  of  indisputable 
truth  and  unwarranted  inference.  He  concedea 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  upon  which  Jacobel  baaed  his 
argument — the  plain  command  of  scripture,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  early  church,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Christian  fathers.  He  admits  the  scriptures  more- 
over to  be  the  supreme  authonty,  paramount  to  all 
else,  whether  traditions,  or  decrees  of  councils,  or  papal 
bulls,  or  canon  law,  and,  in  face  of  all  this,  places  the 
authority  of  the  church,  and  the  dangers  of  desecrat- 
ing the  sacred  symbols,  over  against  the  clear  au- 
thority of  the  word  of  God.  It  waa  the  doctrine  of 
transubstantiation  that  blinded  him.  His  work  is  a 
psychological  curiosity.  The  intellectual  giant  of 
his  age  is  caught  in  his  own  toils ;  he  is  the  dupe  of 
his  own  logic. 

His  treatise  was  a  mere  waste  of  ink  and  labor.  It 
proved  to  be  perfectly  harmless  and  ineffectual  in 
Bohemia.  Jacobel  could  afford  to  leave  it  unanswered, 
or  rather,  be  had  answered  it  before  it  was  written. 

■  Van  der  Hordt,  iiL  766. 
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Kor  coald  the  difp,eiilty  of  the  council  have  been 
much  relieved,  when,  at  its  instance,  Maurice  of 
Prague  took  up  the-  pen  against  the  Calixtines — as 
the  advocates  of  the  communion  of  the  cup  now  be- 
gan to  be  called.  His  treatise  was  brought  out 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  (141Y). 

But  more  forcible  arguments  were  needed  to  con- 
vert to  the  views  of  the  council  those  whose  innate 
sense  of  justice  had  been  so  outraged  by  the  execu- 
tion of  Huss.  The  emperor  exerted  himself  to  check 
the  torrent  of  innovation  that  was  sweeping  over  the 
land.  Some  of  his  letters  have  been  preserved,  but 
however  they  may  attest  the  strength  of  his  feelings, 
or  the  energy  of  his  will,  they  do  little  credit  either 
to  his  head  or  heart.  One  of  them  is  addressed  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Launa,^  a  city  on  the  Eger,  among 
whom  the  views  of  Huss  had  made  such  progress 
before  he  left  Prague  for  Constance,  that  he  ad- 
dressed them  words  of  counsel  and  exhortation.  In 
this  letter  Bigismund  speaks  of  the  urgency  with 
which  his  brother  and  some  of  the  Bohemian  nobles 
had  prayed  him  to  anite  with  the  council,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  the  troubles  introduced  into  the  king- 
dom by  pernicious  innovatioi;  ■. ;  he  makes  mention 
of  his  brother,  whom  he  despised  and  at  this  very 
time  was  accusing  of  heresy,  in  teims  of  fraternal  and 
affectionate  regard — as  though  he  had  never  robbed 
him  of  the  imperial  crown,  or  thrust  him  in  prison — 
and  declares  the  deep  anxiety  he  feels  that  nothing 
may  occur  to  the  prejudice  of  him  or  his  kingdom. 

After  this  exordium,  in  which  the  hypocrite  stands 

'  Mon.  Has.  t,  Epia.  xiv.    Lauoa  is  sometimee  written  Laimy. 
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beneath  his  too  transparent  mask,  lie  pro- 
ceeds to  picture  the  state  of  the  country,  subject  to 
the  violeuce  aud  J'apine  which  had  been  reported  to 
him.  The  council,  he  says,  had  resolved  to  proceed 
against  Wenzel  as  a  favorer  of  heresy,  and  conse- 
quently of  these  disordei's,  but  by  his  interposition 
had  been  dissuaded  from  their  purpose.  This  state 
of  things  had  continued  now  for  the  space  of  three 
years,  but  how  much  longer  he  should  be  able  to 
hold  back  the  bolts  of  vengeance  which  the  council 
■were  ready  to  launch  against  his  brother  if  he  re- 
fused to  change  his  courae,  it  was  impossible  to  say. 
He  exhorts  the  Bohemians  to  resist  the  innovating 
opinions,  declaring  that  he  who  failed  to  prosecute 
their  defenders,  denying  them  all  rest,  was  guilty  of 
cherishing  them.  He  directs  them  not  only  to  ab- 
stain from  what  he  calls  the  pei'secutions  of  the 
church  and  clergy,  but  diligently  to  promote  the 
cause  of  faith,  than  which  no  object  could  be  more 
precious  or  important.  If  these  his  counsels  and 
commands  are  rejected,  the  council  of  Constance  will 
proceed  against  them,  and,  if  ecclesiastical  censures 
are  insufficient,  will  invoke  the  aid  of  the  secular 
arm.^  Why  this  letter  should  have  been  addressed 
to  the  citizens  of  Launa  instead  of  Prague,  is  some- 
what doubtful.  Launa  might  be  more  easily  over- 
awed, or  possibly  the  emperor  might  have  appre- 
hended that  the  magistrates  of  Prague  would  have 
returned  a  reply  in  a  tone  too  bold  and  defiant. 

But  his  correspondence,  both  with  his  brother  and 
with  the  Bohemians,  was  of  the  most  indiscreet  and 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  jy.  1408. 

VOL.  n.  21 
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haughty  kind.  The  Jesuit  historian,  Balbinus,  who 
saw  the  emperor's  lettera  in  the  archives  of  Prague, 
was  at  first  disposed  to  regard  them  as  a  forgery, 
devised  by  the  disciples  of  IIuss  to  cast  odium  on 
their  reputed  author.  He  could  not.  believe  that 
Sigismund  would  have  written  in  such  a  style  of  bit- 
ter and  exasperating  severity.  But  the  evidence  of 
the  manuscnpts  before  him  was  so  thoroughly  con- 
firnoed  by  the  after-writings  and  conduct  of  the  em- 
peror, as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  If  the  council 
had  acted  an  unwise  part,  the  letters  of  Sigiamund 
betrayed  equal  folly.  The  tendency  of  the  whole 
treatment  of  the  Bohemian  nation  was  to  alienate 
them  from  all  sympathy  with  the  council,  and  force 
them  to  assume  the  attitude  of  open  rebellion. 

One  of  the  emperor's  letters  to  "Wenzel  shows  the 
policy  employed  to  overawe  the  royal  imbecile. 
Sigismund  sets  before  him  the  hazai'd  which  he  in- 
curs of  provoking  the  publication  of  a  crusade  against 
him,  in  which  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  Ger- 
man emperor  should  march  against  his  own  brother. 
Sigismund  well  knew  that  the  strength  of  Wenzel's 
orthodoxy  was  to  be  measured  by  his  terror  of  an 
invading  army,  and,  to  strengthen  his  faith,  adopted 
this  measure  of  playing  upon  his  fears. 

In  another  of  Sigismund's  letter.^,  written  to  the 
Bohemian  nobles  sometime  dunng  the  year  1417,  he 
attempts  his  own  vindication,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  fate  of  Huss.  He  candidly  acknowledges  that 
he  was  overpowered  by  the  council.  They  threat- 
ened him  with  its  dissolution,  unless  he  would  accede 
to  their  demands.     The  question  was  at  once  reduced 
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to  this :  should  he,  for  the  sake  of  one  man's  life, 
defeat  all  the  hopes  of  Christendom  which  centred 
in  the  fate  and  proceedings  of  the  council  ?  Sigis- 
mand  reproves  the  Bohemians  for  presuming  to  take 
ap  the  defence  of  a  man  whom  the  council  had  con- 
demned, and  threatens  them  with  a  crusade  unless 
they  shall  desist  from  their  purpose.  At  the  result 
which  must  necessarily  follow,  he  professes  to  shad- 
der,  as  well  he  might.  He  beseeches  them  to  con- 
sider the  consequences  of  persisting  in  what  he  de- 
nominates their  leagues  and  conspiracies ;  urges  them 
to  abide — if  one  has  anything  against  another — by 
the  decision  of  his  brother,  the  king  of  Bohemia ; 
^sures  them  that  if  his  own  intervention  is  neces- 
sary to  the  quieting  of  the  disputes,  it  shall  not  be 
found  wanting.  He  interposes  in  behalf  of  the 
clergy,  intimating  unwarrantably,  so  far  as  the  action 
or  authority  of  the  council  were  concerned,  that 
they  would  be  guided  by  scripture,  the  profonndity 
of  which  he  confessed  himself  too  uninstructed  to 
investigate. 

In  this  letter  he  is  not  wanting  in  expressions  of 
affection  and  regard  for  the  besotted  Wenzel.  At 
one  time  we  see  him  employing  terms  of  respect 
toward  a  brother  whom  he  detested— for  he  is  speak- 
ing of  him  to  the  Bohemians.  Anon,  he  treats  him 
with  the  contempt  he  deserves— for  he  is  speaking 
where  there  is  no  need  of  disguise.  He  threatens 
him,  as  he  had  just  threatened  his  subjects,  with  the 
terrors  of  a  crusade.  Truly  he  attempted  to  carry 
out  his  maxim  in  regard  to  dissimulation,  a  maxim 
which,  translated  into  plain  words,  is  that — no  man  is 
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fit  to  rule  wlio  cannot  play  the  hypocnte.  But  the 
Bohemians  were  discovering  veiy  plaioly  already  the 
difference  between  pretence  and  purpose,  the  mantle 
and  the  raan.  We  shall  soon  see  the  emperor,  con- 
scious of  detection,  speaking  with  an  irony  in  which 
the  sneer  was  only  too  transparent. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1417,  safe-conducts  had 
been  sent  into  Bohemia  to  those  who  had  been  cited 
to  appear  and  answer  before  the  council.^  But  the 
friends  of  Huss,  warned  by  his  fate,  had  no  desire  to 
involve  the  council  in  new  perfidy  on  their  account. 
We  have  no  knowledge  of  so  much  as  a  single  Bo- 
hemian accepting  the  safe-conduct  sent  him,  or  im- 
proving the  opportunity  which  it  afforded.  Even 
when  the  new  pontiff  subsequently  wrote  (March, 
1418)  to  the  Bohemians,  exhorting  them  to  submis- 
sion, and  threatening  them  with  the  secular  arm  if 
they  I'efused  compliance,  nothing  was  effected.*  That 
violent  measures  had  not  been  already  resorted  to, 
he  attributes,  and  probably  with  truth,  to  the  inter- 
position of  the  emperor,  who  had  already  too  much 
on  his  hands  to  venture  upon  a  rash  conflict  with  the 
Bohemian  nation.  In  February,  1418,  when  those 
who  had  been  cited  did  not  apptar,  the  council  passed 
a  decree,*  consisting  of  twenty-four  articles,  setting 
forth  authentically  its  demands.  These  were^  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  king  should  swear  to  maintain  invio- 
late the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  Roman  and 
other  churches,  unrestricted  by  the  impositions  of  the 
Hussites ;  that  all  who  hath  taught  the  doctrines  of 
Huss  and  Wickliffe  should  abjure  them,  and  approve 

■  L'Bnfant.SSO,  '  Ib„  689.  '  Ib„  680,  6E8, 
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tLe  sentence  of  the  council  pronounced  against  these 
men  and  their  writings ;  that  such  as  refused,  in  con- 
tempt of  the  keys,  to  obey  this  command,  should  he 
condignly  punished  ;  that  the  priests  and  clergy  who 
had  been  driven  from  their  benefices  should  be  re- 
stored, and  left  unmolested  ;  that  the  relics  and  treas- 
ures that  had  been  taken  from  the  churches  should 
be  replaced ;  that  the  university  should  be  reformed, 
and  that  the  followers  of  Huss  and  "Wickliffe  should 
be  excluded  therefrom;  that  the  principal  here- 
siarehs,  nine  of  whom  are  mentioned  by  name,^ 
should  be  compelled  to  appear  before  the  council ; 
that  all  who  had  communed  under  both  kinds  should 
abjure  the  heresy  of  Jacobel ;  that  the  treatises  of 
Wiekliffe,  Hnss,  and  Jacobel  should  all  of  them  be 
surrendered  and  burned ;  that  the  songs  sung  in  de- 
rision of  the  council,  and  in  praise  of  Huss  and  Je- 
rome, should  be  suppressed  under  the  severest  pen- 
alties ;  that  none  should  be  allowed  to  preach  unless 
by  the  authority  of  the  ordinary ;  that  the  latter 
with  other  prelates  should  be  allowed  full  liberty  in 
the  exercise  of  theu-  office,  and  whosoever  should 
interfere  to  prevent  it  should  thereby  incur  sentence 
of  excommunication ;  that  all  who  should  favor  or 
promote  any  measure  tending  to  the  spread  of  the 
opinions  of  Hu^  or  Wiekliffe  should  .be  proceeded 
against,  according  to  the  canons  ;  that  every  league 
or  compact  having  this  for  its  object  should  be  dis- 
solved ;  that  the  former  rites  of  worship  should  be 
all  restored,  and  that  all  who  should  he  convicted  of 

'  JeBsenitz,  Simon  of  Tisnow,  Ja-  Frachatitz,  Zdenio  of  Labaim,  and 
oobel,  John  Cardinal,  Chrisfcionn   of    others. 
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teaching  the  doctrines  of  Huss  or  Wiekliffe,  or  main- 
taming  the  sanctity  of  these  men,  should  be  commit- 
ted to  the  flames.  The  laity  were  required,  under 
pain  of  being  regarded  as  favorers  of  heresy,  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  these  injunctions.^ 

Such  a  decree  was  directly  calculated  to  defeat 
every  purpose  for  which  it  was  framed.  It  was  the 
exhibition  of  senile  malice  and  bare  authority,  and 
was  conceived  in  the  very  spirit  that  had  sent  Huss 
and  Jerome  to  the  stake.  Its  violent  tone  awed  less 
than  it  provoked.  Ite  demands,  moreover,  were  ex- 
orbitant. Many  might  have  been  disinclined  to 
break  altogether  with  the  council,  who  would  scorn 
compliance  with  terms  like  these.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  indeed,  rendered  compliance  im- 
possible. A  nation  could  not  be  bridled  by  a  word. 
The  convictions  of  years  were  not  to  be  mastered  by 
the  sentence  of  a  body  of  men,  whose  notoriety  for  in- 
trigue and  corruption,  according  to  testimony  above 
impeachment,  had  scandalized  the  world,  and  for- 
feited for  themselves  all  respect. 

Nearly  at  this  same  time  (Feb.  23,  1418)  Martin 
V.  issued  his  bull  against  the  followers  and  favorers 
of  "Wiekliffe  and  Huss.^  It  is  addressed  to  all  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  and  inquisitora  throughout  the  world, 
and  is  a  model  from  which  bigoted  intolerance  and 
persecution  might  copy.  It  exhausts  the  odium  of 
language  in  describing  the  character  of  the  objects 
of  its  vengeance.  They  are  "schismatic,  seditious, 
impelled  by  Luciferian  pride  and  wolfish  rage,  duped 
by  devilish  tricks,  tied  together  by  the  tail,  how- 

'  Van  dcr  Hai-dt,  iv.  IBU.  '  lb.,  W.  1818. 
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ever  scattered  over  the  world,  and  thus  leagued  in 
favor  of  Wickliffe,  Husa,  and  Jerome.  These  pesti- 
lent persons  had  obstinately  sown  their  perverse 
dogmas,  while  at  first  the  prelates  and  ecclesiastical 
authority  had  shown  themselves  to  be  only  dumb 
dogs,  unwilling  to  bark  or  to  restrain,  according  to 
the  canons,  these  deceitful  and  pestiferous  heresi- 
archs."  The  bull  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  wide 
spread  of  the  mischief,  lamenting  it  in  the  most  lugu- 
brious tones.  It  recites  what  had  been  done  by  the 
council  to  check  the  growing  heresy,  and  ordaiim 
that  all  archbishops,  bishops,  and  ecclesiastical  au- 
thorities shall  hasten  to  the  rescue.  They  were  to 
try  and  adjudge  as  heretics  all  who  should  be  found 
"  to  think  or  teach  otherwise  than  as  the  holy  Roman 
and  Catholic  church  thinks  or  teaches " — all  who 
held  the  doctrines  or  defended  the  character  of  Huss 
or  Wickliffe,  and  they  to  deliver  such  over  to  the 
secular  arm.  Such  as  received  or  favored  these  per- 
sons were  to  be  exemplarily  and  severely  punished 
for  their  "euormous  crime,"  that  others  might  take 
warning.  All  kings,  pnnces,  lords,  nobles,  knights, 
cities,  universities,  etc.,  were  to  be  admonished,  and 
required  to  banish  all  such  pereons  as  bore  this  char- 
acter for  heresy  from  their  territories,  and  all  places 
subject  to  their  dominion.  They  were  not  to  suffer  . 
such  persons  to  preach,  dwell,  possess  property,  en- 
gage in  business,  or  have  any  thing  to  do  in  common 
with  the  faithful,  in  any  place  subject  to  their  con- 
trol. If  they  died  heretics,  even  though  the  church 
had  not  formally  declared  them  such,  they  were  to 
be  denied  Christian  burial.     No  masses  should  be 
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said  for  tKem.  Their  property  should  be  confiscated 
and  withheld  from  those  to  whom  it  would  other- 
wise descend,  at  least  until  competent  ecclesiastical 
authority  had  pronounced  sentence  in  the  case.  Such 
as  were  suspected  of  heresy  were  to  purge  them- 
selves under  oath.  If  they  refused  or  neglected  to 
do  it,  they  were  to  "  be  struct  with  the  sword  of 
anathema,"  and  after  a  year's  lapse  condemned  as 
heretics.  All  lay  lords,  magistrates,  and  judges,  of 
what  name  or  dignity  soever,  were  required  and 
commanded,  as  they  prized  the  Christian  name,  to 
afibrd  all  necessary  aid,  whenever  they  should  be 
called  upon  for  it  by  the  inquisitoi-s  or  ecclesiastical 
authorities,  for  the  arrest,  restraint,  or  imprisonment 
of  heretics,  or  their  favorers.  These  last  were  to  be 
carefully  secured  by  "  iron  handcuffs  and  fetters,"  till 
their  ease  had  been  carried  through  the  ecclesiastical 
court ;  and  any  one  who  should  be  neglectful  in 
guarding  them  while  under  his  charge,  was  to  be 
condignly  punished.  The  bull  then  I'equires  the 
archbishops,  bishops,  commissaries,  inquisitoi's,  etc., 
diligently  to  search  out,  in  all  places  subject  to  their 
jurisdiction,  all  that  are  guilty  of  heresy,  or  of  show- 
ing it  favor ;  to  pronounce  against  them  sentence  of 
excommunication,  suspension,  or  interdict,  as  the  case 
may  require.  All  who  should  refuse  or  neglect  to 
obey  this  command,  should  be  deposed  and  deprived, 
and  punished  with  other  and  more  severe  penalties, 
according  to  the  enormity  of  their  crime. 

But  even  this  was  not  enough.  To  aid  the  slow  wit 
of  any  less  facile  persecutor,  he  was  furnished  in  the 
bull  itself  with  a  full  list  of  the  points  on  which  those 
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suspected  of  heresy  were  to  be  examined,  and  from 
whicli  they  were  to  purge  themselves  on  oath.  These 
points  embraced  the  forty-flve  articles  of  "Wictliffe, 
and  the  thirty  charged  against  Huss  which  the  coun- 
cil had  condemned,  beside  thii'ty-nine  others,  extend- 
ing to  subjects  not  included  in  the  former.  Of  these 
thirty-nine  the  first  eleven  pertained  to  the  persons 
and  works  of  "WicklifFe,  Huss,  and  Jerome.^  The 
peraon  arraigned  was  asked  whether  he  had  known 
them,  or  had  conversed  with  them,  knowing  them  to 
be  exeommnnicate ;  whether  he  had  prayed  for  them, 
had  spoken  of  them,  or  accounted  them  as  holy; 
whether  he  approved  their  condemnation,  and  the 
acts  and  authority  of  the  council ;  whether  he  pos- 
sessed any  of  their  works,  or  knew  any  that  did 
possess  them;  and  whether  he  condemned  the 
articles  of  the  heretics  aforesaid,  in  the  words  of  the 
council. 

Of  the  other  points  of  examination,  some  "had 
reference  to  various  sects  that  had  arisen  in  that, 
or  the  previous  age ;  some  represented  a  peculiar 
phase  of  the  opinions  of  "Wickliffe,  or  Huss,  and  some 
had  reference  to  ecclesiastical  authority,  the  legiti- 
mate election  of  the  pontiff,  or  the  infallibility  of 
the  council.  One  had  respect  to  the  venial  nature 
of  perjury,  a  subject  which  the  peijured  violators  of 
the  safe-conduct  of  Hu^  had  better  have  let  alone. 
One  had  reference  to  the  subject  of  lay  preaching ; 
another  to  the  right  of  a  priest  to  preach  out  of  his 
own  parish. 

On  these  points  the  suspected  heretic  was  to  be 
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examined  under  oatli.  He  was  to  appear  in  person 
before  the  bishop  or  inquisitor,  and  give  answer  as  lie 
should  be  asked.  I^o  attorney  or  advocate  was  to  be 
allowed  him.  The  whole  trial  was  to  be  conducted 
in  the  manner  which  the  judge  should  deem  meet 
expedient.  The  sentence  might  extend  to  excom- 
munication, suspension,  or  interdict ;  to  deprivation 
of  dignity  or  office  ;  to  fine  and  confiscation  of  prop- 
erty ;  to  deposition  from  rank  or  professorships  in 
universities ;  to  imprisonment,  and  such  corporeal 
inflictions  as  were  allowable  in  the  case  of  heretics. 
The  judgment  was  to  be  summary  and  without 
appeal,  and  the  delinc[uent,  if  it  was  found  neces- 
sary, w^  to  be  given  over  to  the  secular  arm.  All 
these  processes  were  made  obligatory  on  the  bishops 
and  inquisitors,  and  their  neglect  would  be  accounted 
a  crime.  ^ 

Such  was  the  document  by  which  the  new  pontiff 
signalized  his  zeal  against  the  Bohemian  heresy. 
Every  line  and  letter  of  it  breathed  the  spirit  that 
sent  Huss  to  the  stake.  Nor  was  it  meant  to  remain 
a  dead  letter.  The  news  of  Lord  Cobham's  death 
in  England  followed,  in  Bohemia,  with  scarce  a  day's 
interval,  the  announcement  of  the  bull.  That  great 
and  noble  man,  once  the  bosom  friend  of  the  king, 
had  been  himg  in  iron  chains  and  roasted  alive,  as 
a  sacrifice  to  the  bigoted  zeal  of  the  church.  His 
death  by  fire  showed  that  he  died,  not  as  a  traitor 
to  the  state,  but  as  the  victim  of  ecclesiastical  intol- 
erance. Such  an  event  was  all  that  was  necessary  to 
fill  to  overflowing  the  odious  cup  which  had  been 

'  Van  der  Hardt,  iv.  ISIS. 
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put  to  tlie  lips  of  tlie  Bohemians  by  the  bull  of 
Martin  V.  If  the  council  had  studied  measures  of 
exasperation  instead  of  conciliation,  they  could  not 
more  wisely  have  calculated  on  the  result.  They 
were  continually  strengthening  the  party  whom  they 
sought  to  defeat. 

The  threat  of  a  crusade,  thrown  out  by  the  coun- 
cil, as  well  as  the  pope  and  emperor,  and  employed 
alike  to  overawe  Wenzel  and  his  subjects,  however 
exasperating  it  might  be,  was  by  no  means  to  be 
lightly  treated.  If  sincere  zealots  for  the  papacy 
had  become  more  rare  than  in  a  former  age,  their 
place  in  the  ranks  of  invasion  could  be  well  supplied 
by  the  banditti  and  soldiera  of  fortune,  who  stood 
ready  to  engage  in  any  feasible  work  of  plunder, — 
none  the  less  prompt  that  a  pontiff  lent  them  the 
sanction  of  his  authority,  and  covered  their  violence 
with  his  absolution. 

Indeed,  at  this  verj'  juncture  the  pope  published 
a  crusade  against  the  Moora,  at  the  solicitation  of 
the  king  of  Portugal,  John  XXIII.  had  employed 
similar  measures  against  his  enemy  Ladislaus,  king 
of  Naples.  Europe  had  not  yet  forgotten — was  not 
likely  soon  to  forget — ^the  merciless  cruelties  of  the 
crusade  against  the  Albigenses,  Ruthless  havoc  and 
ind^riminating  massacre  had  changed  the  garden  of 
Southern  France  into  an  uninhabited  desert.  The 
very  name  of  crusade — notwithstanding  the  schism 
and  decline  of  the  papacy — was  still  terrible.  But 
even  the  danger  of  its  fulmination  against  the  Bo- 
hemians, did  not  shake  their  purpose,  or  their  stead- 
fast adherence  to  their  convictions.     Its  only  effect 
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was  to  aggravate  their  indignation — already  glowing 
with  scorn  and  defiance — against  the  council. 

It  was  to  no  purpose  that  Martin  V.  sent  John 
Dominic,  one  of  hia  cardinals,  as  legate  into  Bohe- 
mia.^ The  legate  could  effect  nothing.  The  bull 
that  had  preceded  him  had  done  its  work.  Dom- 
inie threw  up  his  mission  in  despair,  and  retm-ned  to 
report  his  ill  success.  He  wrote  to  Sigismund  and 
the  pope  that  the  Bohemians  could  only  be  brought 
back  and  reduced  by  force  of  arms.  Tongue  and 
pen  were  no  longer  weapons  with  which  to  vanquish 
them.^  Instead  of  receding  from  their  position,  they 
had  only  assumed  its  responsibilities  more  boldly. 
The  chm-ches  they  demanded  were  granted  them  by 
the  feeble  monarch.  It  would  not  have  been  safe  to 
refuse.  His  half  threatening  remark  to  ^Nicholas  of 
Hussinitz — who  spoke  on  this  occasion  in  the  name 
of  his  countrymen— that  he  was  twisting  a  rope  for 
his  own  neck,  had  only  served  to  eause'him  to  with 
di'aw  from  Prague  to  his  own  estates,  where  he  could 
strengthen  himself  and  his  party  in  all  security. 
Zisca  (April  15)  soon  after  appeared  before  the  king, 
at  his  summons  addressed  to  the  Hussite  leaders  to 
meet  him  unanned ;  but  he  came  with  a  body  of 
men  ftdly  equipped  for  battle.^  "  Here  we  are,  all 
armed,  sire,"  said  he,  "  according  to  your  orders,  to 
shed  the  last  drop  of  our  blood  against  your  ene- 
mies, if  we  may  but  know  who  they  are."     Zisca's 


'L'Eafant,  590.     Bower  says  (iii.  11,  141S,  so  that  Dominic's  migeioi 

204)  that  John  DoiniQio  vaa  sent  as  could  not  have  been  dischacgod  befort 

legate   to  Bohemia,   by  Martin    V.,  July  or  August  of  that  year, 

after  the  arrival  of  the  latter  at  Gene-  ^  Flenry,  xsvi.  369. 

va.    The  pope  reached  thia  city  June  '  L'Enfaut,  B91,    Fleury,  ixtI.  891, 
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boldness  secured  his  impunity.  If  the  king  liad 
cterislied  hostile  intentions,  they  were  for  the  time 
abandoned.  He  did  not  care  to  confront  such  reso- 
lution and  energy  as  the  Hussite  leader  had  aho-wn. 
But  this  course,  pursued  by  the  reform  party — wise 
as  it  was  in  its  very  boldness — was  induced  iu  part, 
undoubtedly,  by  the  manner  in  which  Dominic  had 
discharged  his  mission.  Instead  of  gentle  measures, 
which  aloue  could  have  succeeded,  he  showed  him- 
self true  to  the  spirit  which  had  dictated  the  papal 
bull.  At  Slany,  a  few  leagues  from  Prague,  he  en- 
tered one  of  the  churches  of  the  Hussites,  and  finding 
upon  the  altar  a  box,  which  probably  contained  the 
cups  used  by  them  in  the  celebration  of  the  eucharist, 
he  dashed  it  to  the  earth,  and  ordained  that  the  for- 
mer methods  of  worship  should  all  be  resumed.  Not 
content  with  this,  he  is  said,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Archbishop  Conrad,  to  have  burned  a  preacher  and 
a  layman  at  the  same  place.  ^Nothing  more  was 
necessary  to  drive  the  Hussites  to  desperation.  Such 
a  premonition  of  the  significance  of  the  buii,  was  not 
lost  upon  them.  Zisca  knew  well  how  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.  N"o  personal  violence  was  offered  to 
the  legate,  but  he  was  everywhere  greeted  with  dog- 
gerel songs,  reproaches,  invectives,  ridicule,  and  in- 
sult. Threats  were  made  against  his  life,  unless  he 
withdrew  at  once  from  the  kingdom.  It  is  more 
than  possible  that  if  he  had  not  taken  so  plain  a  hint, 
they  would  have  been  executed.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, he  had  learned,  that  nothing  short  of  the  im- 
perial power  could  bring  the  Bohemians  back  to 
their  allegiance  to  the  pope.     It  remained  to  be  seen 
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whether  even  this  would  suffice.  Dominic  himself 
returned  from  Bohemia  to  accompany  the  emperor 
into  Hungary,  where  his  eiforts  against  the  opinions 
of  the  reformers  are  said  to  have  been  more  success- 
ful. 
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HOR'a  DiaaATispACTiON.  —  Thb  King  or  Poland  Aggrieved.  —  The  Frkncd  Con- 

COEDAT, — EnQLAND. — SpAIH. — ITALY.  — MaKTIN  V.  LkaveS  CoNSTANCE. 

Jan.  1,  1418  — Apeil  28,  1418. 

The  council  was  now  approaching  the  close  of  its 
proceedings.  With  the  election  of  Martin  V.  the 
interest  in  its  continuance  at  once  began  to  decline. 
The  prospects  of  reform  were  more  hopeless  than 
ever ;  for  it  was  soon  seen  that  the  election  had  only 
given  a  head  to  its  enemies. 

The  new  pontiff  showed  much  alacrity  in  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  election.^  He  wrote  to  the  uni- 
versities, and  the  different  states  and  kingdoms,  a 
circular  letter,  in  which  he  attributes  the  choice  that 
had  been  made  to  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
The   I'eception   of    his   letter   was   not   everywhere 

'  LrEnfant,  599. 
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equally  welcome.  Pontifical  nature  had,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  excited  deep  distrust  throughout 
Christendom.  Otho  de  Colonna  as  cardinal  had  been 
highly  spoken  of;  but  what  would  he  be  as  Martin 
v.?  His  family  was  a  noble  one.^  For  centuries  it 
had  abounded  in  great  men.  Kings,  pontiffi,  and,  as 
sonie  said,  even  emperors  had  sprung  from  it.  Its 
importance,  if  nothing  more,  was  attested  by  the  fact 
that  Boniface  "VTII.  had  excomraunieated  the  whole 
family,  even  to  the  fourth  generation.  But  Boniface 
VIII.  had  secured  his  election  as  pontiff  by  "terrify- 
ing his  predecessor  at  midnight,  and  threatening  him 
with  eternal  damnation  if  he  did  not  immediately 
resign."  Beside,  more  than  a  century  had  passed 
away,  and  the  cui-se  of  excommunication  bad  well- 
nigh  spent  its  force.  Succeeding  pontiffs,  moreover, 
guided  by  a  wisdom  equally  infallible  with  that  of 
their  predecessor,  had  cancelled  the  decree  of  his 
pious  vengeance. 

The  Colonnas,  moreover,  had  shown  themselves 
men  not  lightly  to  be  assailed.  Martin  V.  had 
grown  old  in  the  discharge  of  important  ecclesiastical 
offices  connected  with  the  papacy.  He  was  one  of 
the  electors  of  Alexander  V.,  and  helped  give  him 
a  successor  in  the  person  of  the  notorious  John 
XXHI.  When  the  latter  fled  fi'om  Constance,  Otho 
de  Colonna  accompanied  him.  Some  might  have 
asked  what  light  this  fact  threw  upon  his  character. 
He  was  certainly  a  learned  man—at  least  in  canon 
law,  which  he  had  taught  in  his  youth  as  a  professor 
at  Perusia.     Platina  praises  him  as  prudent,  gentle, 

'L'Edlant,  538. 
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temperate,  just,  and  desteroua  in  tlie  management  of 
affairs.  Whatever  he  may  have  been  as  cardinal,  as 
pope  he  was  the  author  of  the  bull  against  the  Huss- 
ites, and  disappointed  the  hopes  of  all  that  earnestly 
longed  for  reform.  But  the  office  was  greater  than 
the  man.  His  position  mastered  him.  He  trQ,d  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  predecessors,  because  he  did  not 
fancy  the  thorns  he  must  meet  in  diverging  from  the 
beaten  path.  "  As  cardinal,"  says  Windeck,  the  em- 
peror's prime  minister,  "he  was  poor  and  modest; 
but  as  pope,  Martin  V.  was  greedy  of  gain,  and  made 
himself  very  rich." 

His  election  as  cai'dinal  ranged  the  greater  part 
of  Christendom  on  his  side.  Congratulatious  came 
in  upon  him  from  almost  every  direction.  Some, 
however,  were  inclined  to  hesitate  in  the  declaration 
of  their  allegiance.  France  resented  the  part  which 
the  emperor  had  taken  in  his  election.  Sigismimif 
had  leagued  himself  with  England,  and  was  regardec 
as  an  enemy.  Should  France  accept  as  pope  the 
creature  of  his  choice  ?  He  had  governed  the  coan 
cil,  and  had  not  left  it  free  to  act.  Martin  V.  was 
but  a  tool  of  the  emperor.  The  French  parliament 
declined  to  recognize  any  one  as  pope  till  the  depu- 
tation at  the  council  had  returned  safe. 

Other  matters  soon  conspired  to  aggravate  the 
difficulty.  The  king  of  Aragon  had  not  entirely  re- 
covered from  his  leanings  toward  Benedict  XIII. 
If  he  threw  aside  his  old  friend,  he  demanded  some 
equivalent  in  return.  Money  was  needed,  and  he 
cast  a  greedy  eye  on  the  property  of  the  church. 
He,  as  well  as  his  father,  had  been  at  considerable 

VOL.  II.  22 
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and  trouble  to  bring  about  the  measures 
which  had  ranged  Aragon  on  the  side  of  the  council, 
and  which  had  reaulted  in  the  election  of  Martin  V. 
This  was  the  ground  of  his  claim.  He  had  demanded 
the  right  to  dispose  of  benefices  in  Sicily  and  Sar- 
dinia, independent  of  the  pontiff,  with  a  share  of 
tithes  on  ecclesiastical  property  in  Aragon  belong- 
ing to  the  Roman  See.^  Martin  V.  thought  the 
18,000  florins  which  he  could  draw  yearly  from  Sicily 
and  Sardinia,  too  much  to  surrender  for  a  good-will 
now  no  longer  necessary,  a.nd  he  refused  the  terras, 
offering  in  their  stead  otheis,  which  the  king  of  Ara- 
gon treated  with  scorn.  The  I'esult  was  that  Benedict 
XIII.  received  thenceforth,  first  the  secret,  and  then 
the  open  suppoi't  of  the  king.  Thus  was  he  enabled 
to  defy  the  bull  of  excommunication  launched  against 
bim  by  Martin  V.,  on  hia  refusal  to  lay  down  the 
pontifical  dignity. 

But  this  was  not  alL  Benedict  was  not  content 
to  act  merely  on  the  defensive.  When  he  heard,  at 
Peniscola,  of  the  election  of  Martin  V.,  he  assembled 
the  four  cardinals  and  the  few  clerks  he  had  with 
him,  and  calling  his  assembly  a  general  council  and 
the  Catholic  church,  he  solemnly  excommunicated  as 
schismatics  all  who  had  shared  in  the  election  of 
Martin  V.,  and  all  who  should  acknowledge  or  obey 
him.^  It  was  in  vain  that  many  of  the  Spanish 
bishofe  repaired  to  Peniscola,  and  entreated  Bene- 
dict to  yield,  and  not  any  longer  oppose  himself  to  all 
Christendom.  It  was  in  vain  that  some  of  his  car- 
dinals Seconded  the  request.     To  all  alike  he  made 

'  Fl«urj,  sxvi,  371.     L'Enfent,  674.  'Bomer,  iii.  203. 
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the  same  answer,  that  Christ  had  entrusted  him,  as 
his  vicar  on  earth,  with  the  care  of  his  ehnrch,  and 
he  would  never  betray  the  trust,  or  yield  the  See  of 
St.  Peter  to  a  usurper.  At  last,  finding  himself 
almost  entirely  deserted,  he  declared  that  If  he  must 
treat,  it  should  be  with  Martin  V.  alone. 

"  If  Martin  is  so  reasonable  a  man  as  you  say,"  so 
answered  Benedict  to  the  ambassador  who  announced 
to  him  the  new  election,  "  T  am  quite  willing  to  have 
a  conference  with  him  in  regard  to  the  means  of  giv- 
ing peace  to  the  church."  This  was  all  the  submis- 
sion that  could  be  wrung  out  of  the  old  hero,  calmly 
defying  the  world  from  his  fortress  of  Peniscola,  and 
resolved  to  live  and  to  die — a  pope.  Even  the  coun- 
cil of  Constance  must  leave  the  church  to  some  ex- 
tent divided  by  allegiance  to  two  heads. 

But  it  was  when  measures  of  reform,  so  long 
promised  and  so  long  delayed,  were  at  last  taken 
up  by  Martin  V.,  that  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  na- 
tions began  to  manifest  Itself  in  a  marked  manner. 
The  grave  complaints  and  urgent  demands  which 
issued  In  the  appointment  by  the  council  of  the  re- 
formatory college,  coald  not  be  altogether  Ignored. 
The.  schemes  of  this  latter  body  were  laid  before  the 
pope,  and  he  found  that  something  must  be  done. 
But  he  showed  himself  equal  to  the  emergency,  the 
needed  Fablns  of  corruption.  Although  he  had 
sworn  to  the  article  of  the  reformatory  college,  by 
which  he  bound  himself  to  suppress  the  most  crying 
abuses  of  the  court  of  Rome,  one  of  his  first  acts  as 
pope  betrayed  his  real  purpose  to  evade  the  obllga^ 
tlon.     The  rules  of  the  Roman  chancery  had  been 
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regarded,  and  to  a  great  extent  justly,  as  the  source 
of  simony  and  papal  usurpations.  It  was  necessary, 
therefore,  that  these  should  first  of  all  be  set  Hght. 
The  pope  examined  and  corrected  them.  They 
were  at  length  published ;  but  only  a  skilful  critic 
could  have  discovered  any  marked  difference  be- 
tween these,  and  those  that  had  been  issued  by 
John  XXIII.  Scarce  a  single  abuse  was  given  up. 
Reservations,  vacancies,  dispensations,  tithes,  annates, 
indulgences— all  was  in  fact  retained. 

Other  abuses  were  complained  of.  The  five  na- 
tions demanded  of  the  pope,  a  few  days  after  hia 
election,  that  he  should  fulfil  his  promise.^  He  told 
them  each  to  draw  up  a  list  of  their  grievances.  He 
then  proposed  to  treat  with  each  nation  by  itself, 
and  instead  of  a  general  reform,  adopt  the  measure 
of  concordats  with  each.'^  There  was  wisdom  in  this. 
It  was  easier  to  deal  with  them  singly.  They  were 
less  formidable  when  thus  divided.  Beside,  from 
one  nation  terms  coald  be  secured  to  which  another 
would  not  consent.  England  had  a  terrible  statute 
of  prmmunire,  which  Martin  V.  would  not  choose  to 
see  thrown  in  hia  way  as  a  barrier  in  dealing  with 
the  French  or  Germans. 

Concordats  were  accordingly  arranged.  In  these 
the  pope  managed  with  great  prudence.  He  gave 
up  only  what  it  was  impossible  to  retain,  nor  did  he 
yield  even  this  without  seeking  to  secure  in  return 
some  equivalent.  On  some  points  he  was  met  with 
direct  and  persistent  opposition.  England,  for  eight 
years,  would  not  receive  his  cardinal  legate.     The 

'  L'Enfant,  5BS.  '  Van  der  Hardt,  it.  1512. 
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Archbishop  Chichely  would  not  consent  to  a  step 
that  infringed  the  prerogatives  of  his  primacy,  or 
contemned,  as  he  maintained,  the  laws  of  England.^ 
France  was  strengthened  in  her  aversion  to  the  con- 
cordat offered  her,  by  her  jealousy  of  papal  preroga^ 
tive  threatening  to  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  the 
Galilean  church,  and  by  her  hatred  of  England  and 
the  emperor. 

But  in  truth  the  concordats  were  of  small  accouat. 
They  met  some  of  the  complaints  of  the  nations,  but 
betrayed  throughout  an  entire  aversion  to  any  real 
or  thorough  reform.  One  article  limited  the  cardi- 
nals to  twenty-four;^  but  of  what  avail  was  this, 
except  for  the  moment  ?  Another  was  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abuse  of  indulgences;  and  yet,  in  less 
than  a  single  century,  this  was  to  be  the  exciting 
cause  of  a  revolt  that  would  rend  the  church  in 
twain.  Others  still  were  directed  to  the  subjects  of 
dispensations,  plurality  of  benefices,  restrictions  upon 
the  monks,  and  matters  of  order  and  ecclesiastical 
regulation,  attempting  to  remedy  the  more  gross  and 
crying  evils,  lopping  off  limbs  indeed  from  the  tree 
of  corruption,  mutilating  its  fair  proportions,  but  in 
fact  only  pruning  it  for  a  more  vigorous  and  luxuri- 
ant growth.^  It  needed  a  Luther  to  lay  the  axe  at 
the  root  of  the  tree,  but  no  Luther  was  to  be  found 
at  Constance  after  the  death  of  Huss. 

There  were  some  regulations  adopted  by  the  conn, 
cil  generally,  with  the  sanction  of  the  pope,  beside 
the  concordats,  that  were  intended  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  reform.     But  the  whole  movement  was 

'L'Eofant,  659.      '  lb.,  569.      =  Fleury,  xsvi,  372,  39*.    L'Enfant,  691-600, 
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regarded  by  many  members  of  tbe  council  as  a  mere 
feint  to  ward  off  the  charge  that  might  be  made 
against  that  body  of  neglecting  its  appropriate  work. 
The  pope  himself  knew  what  he  was  about.  He 
conceded  just  what  he  might  safely  yield,  or  what  he 
could  not  safely  retain.  Provincial  councils  should 
be  held  every  three  years,  to  last  eight  or  ten  days. 
The  pope  should  decide  nothing  important  without 
the  advice  of  his  cai'dinals.  He  should  not  take  the 
title  of  Most  Holy,  unless  in  his  life  and  conduct  he 
showed  himself  worthy  of  it.  The  cardinals  were  to 
be  distinguished  for  their  learning,  morals,  and  ex- 
perience, and  none  could  be  elected  at  an  age  short 
of  thirty  years.  The  officers  of  the  chancellor's 
court  were  to  be  of  a  fixed  number,  and  the  charges 
allowed  them  were  specified.  Reservations  were  to 
be  abolished  ;  dispensations  to  be  gi'anted  only  with 
the  concuri'ence  of  a  majority  of  the  college  of  car- 
dinals. The  pope  should  no  longer  impede  the  course 
of  justice.  He  should  not  protract  suits,  or  annul 
them  after  sentence,  unless  for  legitimate  causes.  He 
should  not  impose  tenths  unless  authorized  by  a  gen- 
eral council.  Restrictions  were  imposed  upon  ex- 
emptions and  translations.  Simony  was  to  be  pun- 
ished hy  deprivation  in  an  ecclesiastic,  and  by  excom- 
munication in  a  layman,^ 

Such  were  the  measures  for  the  reform  of  the  papal 
court.  In  matters  pertaining  to  episcopal  jurisdic- 
tion, the  council  pronounced  on  the  subject  of  bene- 
fices and  the  right  of  patronage,  church  property, 
matrimonial  suits,  dowries,  the  estates  of  widows  and 
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wards,  heresies,  sciisms,  legacies,  donations,  the  con- 
flict of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  The  duty 
of  provincial  synods  was  declared.  They  were  to 
maintain  ecclesiastical  liberty  and  union ;  nor  wei'e 
they  to  make  war,  except  when  commanded  by  the 
sovereign,  or  on  the  failure  of  ecclesiastical  censures 
to  attain  their  object, 

The  priesthood  is  next  looked  after.  The  bishops 
mast  exercise  a  sharp  surveillance  over  it.  If  one 
lived  with  a  concubine,  he  was  to  lose  his  benefice 
unless  within  a  month  he  sent  her  away.  The  chil- 
dren of  priests  could  not  be  admitted  to  ordei-s,  or 
allowed  to  hold  a  benefice,  without  a  dispensation 
from  Rorae.^  Residence,  on  curates,  was  rendered 
imperative.  They  were  always  to  wear  the  ecclesi- 
astical habit.  None  was  to  serve  in  a  parish  where 
he  could  not  speak  the  language.  The  age,  the  rev- 
enues, and  the  mode  of  electing  canons  were  pre- 
scribed. Unjust  oaths,  imposed  as  a  condition  of 
choice,  were  null.  Bishops  were  allowed  a  similar 
release.  On  a  bishop's  death,  the  canons  were  not 
allowed  to  despoil  his  house  or  property.  The  monks 
also  were  bound  more  strictly  to  regard  their  vows 
of  obedience,  charity,  and  poverty.^  The  nuns  were 
required  to  confonn  to  certain  rules  prescribing  age 
and  conduct.  If  a  man  presented  himself  to  be 
received  into  holy  orders,  he  was  strictly  to  be  ques- 
tioned whether  his  father  or  grandfather  had  not 
treated  ecclesiastics  with  violence,  in  their  persons  or 
goods.  Civil  interference  with  ecclesiastical  courts 
was  to  be  repelled,  and  punished  by  interdict.     The 
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consecration  of  cbapels,  the  observance  of  festivals, 
the  exposure  of  relics  to  public  view,  afforded  matter 
of  deliberation  for  the  grave  wisdom  of  the  reform- 
ing college  acting  in  concert  with  the  pope.  The 
last  article  can  speak  for  itself.  It  mildly  decrees, 
in  regard  to  that  much-abused  people  whom  Martin 
V.  at  bis  coronation  had  treated  with  insult,  "that 
when  a  Jew  is  convei'ted,  and  adheres  to  Christianity, 
he  shall  give  up  only  half  his  property,  whether 
landed  or  pei'sonal,  in  restitution  of  usury  practised 
on  Christians,  and  shall  charitably  be  allowed  to  re- 
tain the  other  half,  for  his  owu  support  and  that  of 
his  family."  ^ 

Such  were  in  substance  the  acts  of  the  reformatory 
college.  The  church  had  asked  for  bread :  the 
council  gave  her  a  stone.  She  asked  for  an  egg ; 
the  council  gave  her  a  scorpion.  The  decrees  of 
reform  read  like  a  libel  on  the  ecclesiastical  order  of 
the  age.  Could  the  hierarchy  have  become  so  cor- 
rupt, we  ask,  that  these  prohibitions  of  gro^  inde- 
cency and  injustice  could  assume  the  name  of  an 
organized  reform  ?  There  were  some  who  regarded 
them  in  their  true  significance — as  a  plaster  to  cover 
up  the  sore  which  they  could  not  heal.  In  fact,  they 
deceived  no  one.  The  pope  wished  merely  to  save 
appearances.  In  regard  to  the  article  proposed  by 
the  reformatory  college  bearing  upon  the  circum- 
stances in  which  a  pope  might  be  deposed  by  the 
council,  he  avoided  giving  any  answer.  He  would 
not  allow  of  a  decree  which  might  trench  on  his 
owu    prerogative.      Wbat    the   council    had   done 

'  L'Eufant,  707. 
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in  declaring  its  supremacy  over  the  Papal  See,  he 
chose  to  ignore.  There  was  a  significance  in  the  fact, 
that  in  the  questions  to  be  proposed  to  the  Hussites, 
and  enumerated  in  his  bull,  there  was  one  on  this 
very  point. 

Thus,  nearly  four  years  had  passed  away,  and 
nothing  of  importance  had  been  accomplished  in 
regard  to  one  of  the  chief  objects  for  which  the 
council  had  been  convoked.  The  result  was  ridic- 
ulous— humiliating.  The  nations  were  dissatisfied. 
They  were  loud  in  their  complaints.  But  Martin 
v.,  secure  in  his  seat,  met  them  all  with  philosophical 
equanimity.  The  council  had  served  his  purpose, 
and  he  wished  now  to  get  rid  of  it.  Unless  it  was 
speedily  dissolved,  he  feared  its  activity.  It  might 
do  mischief  It  was  only  too  easy  to  see  whither- 
ward things  were  tending.  The  emperor  was  disap- 
pointed, disheartened,  disgusted.  He  had  been  foiled 
and-  beaten  at  his  own  game  of  dissimulation.  The 
pope  could  do  all  that  he  had  done,  and  not  hlush. 

The  Spanish  nation,  especially,  was  indignant.  They 
wished  to  carry  back  from  Constance  some  equiva^ 
lent  for  having  thrown  Benedict  XIH.  overboard. 
How  were  they  now  better  off  than  before,  if  there 
was  to  be  no  reform  worthy  of  the  name  ?  In  per- 
sonal merit,  Benedict  XIII.  might  claim  to  be  at 
least  equal  to  Martin  V.  Why  should  the  former 
be  given  up,  if  the  papal  court  was  to  continue  what 
it  was  before  ? 

The  indignation  of  the  Spaniards  found  vent  ia 
Satire. *     "A  mass  against  simony "■ — such  was  the 

'  L'Enfant,  567, 
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singular  name  of  tlie  article  in  wliick  their  scorn  for 
papal  corruption  was  expressed.  A  man  dreams  of 
going  as  a  pilgrim  to  tlie  Churcli  of  tlie  Holy  Cross 
at  Rome.  As  he  approaches  it,  he  sees  the  house  of 
a  peasant,  Simon  by  name,  rising  higher  than  the 
church  itself,  though  the  house  was  yet  without  a 
roof.  While  gazing  with  surprise  at  its  height,  a 
certain  person  meets  him  and  says,  "A  truce  to  your 
surprise ;  take  a  seat  here  now,  and  write  out  a  new 
mass,  or  a  new  office  touching  simony ;  for  the  house 
you  see  represents  the  estate  of  Simon  Magus,  who  is 
ever  at  work  to  raise  it  alcove  the  church."-  The  pil- 
grim obeys  the  direction,  and  seats  himself  to  write. 

"  Introduction. — We  deplore,  all  of  us  in  the 
Lord,  the  sad  times  in  which  we  live.  We  groan 
over  the  horrible  simony  that  prevails  at  present. 
For  this,  poor  human  wretches  mourn  and  grieve, 
according  to  the  saying,  My  lieaH  utters  forth  one 
word,  that  is,  Bi'mony,  a  word  hard  to  be  heard, 
Gloria  Patri. 

"  O  God,  who  for  the  sins  of  men,  and  by  the 
little  care  shown  to  distinguish  the  good  and  bad, 
hast  permitted  simony  to  make  such  great  progress, 
insomuch  that  where  the  more  holiness  should  abound, 
there  the  more  simony  reigns,  so  that  churches  are 
taxed,  benefices  are  reserved,  elections  are  abolished, 
sacraments  are  sold  and  bought, — we  pray  thee  to 
purify  the  church  from  these  pollutions,  granting  to 
those  guilty  of  simony,  converting  grace,  or,  if  they 
refuse  to  be  converted,  smiting  them  as  Peter  smote 
Simon  Magus,  or  as  Elisha  smote  Gehazi,  those  traf- 
fickers m  sacred  things.     Per  BowAnum. 
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"  (Scripture  to  be  read — Revelation  of  St.  Jolm, 
cliap.  xvii.) 

"  In  tlioae  days  came  one  of  the  seven  angels  and 
spake  witli  me,  saying,  Come,  and  I  will  stow  thee 
the  judgment  of  tlie  great  whore  that  sitteth  upon 
many  waters,  with  whom  the  kings  of  the  earth  have 
committed  fornication,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  have  been  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her 
prostitution.  So  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit 
into  the  wilderness ;  and  I  saw  a  woman  sit  upon  a 
scarlet-covered  beast,  full  of  names  of  blasphemy, 
having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns.  And  the  woman 
was  arrayed  in  purple  and  scarlet  color,  and  decked 
with  gold  and  precious  stones  and  pearls,  having  a 
golden  cap  in  her  hand  full  of  abominations,  and 
the  filthiness  of  her  fornication. 

"  Grad.  ^  Lord,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  taberna- 
cle ;  who  shall  dwell  in  thy  holy  mountain  ? 

"  Vek,  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart, 
nncontaminated  with  simony,  who  does  according  to 
the  righteousness  of  God.     Hallelujah. 

"  He  hath  grown  fat,  he  hath  .become  gross,  his 
heart  is  lifted  up,  and  he  hath  forsaken  the  Lord  his 
Maker,  and  hath  given  himself  up  to  the  iniquity  of 
simony.     Hallelujah. 

"  Seq.  Matt.  X.  Jesus  said  to  his  disciple,  Go  ye, 
and  preach,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  Heal 
the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  recover  the  lepers,  drive  out 
demons,  freely  give  as  ye  have  freely  received.  Take 
neither  gold  nor  silver  in  your  purse. 

ea  of  the  mass  are  lndi(»ted  by  the   ahbreTiatad 
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"  Offeet.  All  seek  their  own,  not  tlie  things  that 
are  Jesua  Ckrist's. 

"  Seceet.  O  God,  who  of  the  al>undance  of  thy 
mercy  hast  commanded  to  bestow  the  sacraments 
and  the  benefits  of  the  church  gratuitously,  grant 
converting  gi-ace  to  those  who  buy  and  sell.  And 
if  they  will  not  be  converted,  do  to  them  according 
to  their  iniquity,  that  others  better  than  they  may 
take  their  bishopric.     Per  Dmninum  nostrum. 

"CoMMUH.  If  my  children  shall  not  play  the 
master  in  benefices  wickedly  acquired,  then  shall  I 
be  without  spot,  and  I  shall  be  pure  from  the  great 
sin  of  simony. 

"  Post  Commuh.  O  Lord,  who  hast  freely  bestowed 
thyself  upon  us,  we  pray  thee  that  those  who  sell 
and  those  who  buy  these  same  gifts  of  thine,  may 
ever  receive  the  portion  of  Judas,  who  sold  thee — 
thee  who  livest  and  reignest  with  God  the  Father,  in 
the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"  (This  mass  to  be  chanted  immediately  after  the 
festival  of  the  See  of  St.  Peter.)" 

When  the  mass  had  thus  been  written,  the  one 
who  had  dictated  it  said  to  the  pilgrim,  "  In  the 
name  of  the  true  spouse  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  I  command  you  promptly  to  inform  King 
Alfonso  what  is  therein  written,  that  he  may  present 
it  to  the  pope,  boldly  and  without  delay,  praying 
him,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  as  pastor  and  head  of 
the  church,  that  he  himself  pray,  and  cause  othera  to 
pray,  that  this  cursed  sin  of  simony  may  be  removed 
from  the  church.  For  I  know  that  the  smoke  thereof 
hath  risen  up  to  heaven,  and  that  divine  Justice  is 
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80  provoked,  tliat  if  this  pope  does  not  provide  some 
remedy,  he  may  be  assured  that  lie  shall  soon  be 
smitten  by  a  great  plague,  so  that  he  shall  fall  and 
be  reduced  to  nothing.  While,  if  he  shall  correct 
abnses,  he  shall  reign  upon  the  tlurone  of  the  church, 
and  triumph  over  his  enemies.  Yet,  let  him  know 
that  he  has  not  been  raised  to  the  See  of  St.  Peter 
through  his  own  merit,  but  by  God's  permission,  to 
reform  the  church  in  all  humility  and  fidelity,  while 
exercising  his  power  against  such  as  refuse  to  obey 
its  commands." 

Nothing  could  more  plainly  manifest  the  deep  dis- 
content that  prevailed,  than  the  appearance  of  such 
a  document  in  spite  of  the  decree  of  the  council 
against  all  defamatory  and  libellous  compositions. 
Undoubtedly  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  king  of  Ara- 
gon  with  Martin  V.  was  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  latter  would  not  alienate  in  his  favor  the  posses- 
sions of  the  church.  But  the  ntter  neglect  of  the 
council,  through  the  pope's  management,  to  initiate 
any  thorough  reform,  gave,  in  the  eyes  of  many,  a 
pretext  for  his  course.  IS'or  did  those  who  sided  with 
him  fail  to  impeach  the  character  of  the  council  as  legit- 
imate,on  theground  that  it  was  not  properly  convoked, 
and  that  the  church  was  not  properly  represented. 

Other  nations  had  complaints  to  offer.  But  all 
were  vain.  They  had  to  devour  their  grief  in  silence. 
The  pope  was  master  of  the  council,  and  they  who 
had  placed  him  over  them,  had  to  mourn— like  the 
Israelites  when  a  king  had  been  granted  at  their  re- 
quest— the  impolicy  and  folly  of  a  course  that  had 
made  them  the  slaves  of  another's  wlU. 
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In  tte  little  that  had  been  now  accomplished, 
more  than  three  months  had  been  spent,  and  the 
pope  was  eager  to  return  to  Italy,  and  recover  from 
the  grasp  of  his  enemies  the  ravaged  states  of  the 
church.  It  was  in  vain  that  Sigismund  urged  him 
to  delay.  Every  thing  was  expedited  to  secui'e  the 
speedy  dissolution  of  the  council.  Even  an  embassy 
from  the  Greek  church,  which  reached  Constance  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  (1418,)  and  which  pro- 
posed the  important  subject  of  the  union  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  churches,  could  not  retard  the  ar- 
rangements of  Martin  Y.  for  closing  the  council. 
Something  indeed  was  done  to  encourage  the  union, 
which  the  Greeks,  pressed  as  they  were  by  the  Turks, 
manifested  an  unusual  readiness  to  promote.  Latin 
women — some  of  princely  houses — were  sent  back  as 
brides  for  Greek  husbands;^  and  perhaps  this  was  the 
best  argument  for  union  which  the  council  had  to 
offer. 

Meanwhile  the  emperor  was  busy  with  civil  as  well 
as  ecclesiastical  affairs.  He  was  anxious  to  harmonize 
his  distracted  and  turbulent  provinces  and  princes. 
Erederlc  of  Austria  had  been  received  back  to  the 
imperial  favor.*  The  Duke  of  Milan  was  constrained 
to  acknowledge  his  feudal  allegiance,  and  was  urged 
on  by  the  emperor  to  attack  Genoa,  thus  endanger- 
ing the  peace  of  Italy,  and  especially  the  safety  of 
Florence.®  But  the  perfidious  wretch,  PhUippo  Maria, 
stained  with  blood  and  crime,  fought  for  the  promo 
tion  of  his  own  selfish  interests,  and  Sigismund  had 
too  many  matters  on  hand  to  impose  upon  him — had 

■  L'Enfiiiit,  611.  "  lb.,  605.  '  lb.,  673. 
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he  been  so  disposed— any  restraint.  He  was  ansions 
above  all  to  replenisli  his  exhausted  treasury.  More 
complaisant  to  him  than  to  the  king  of  Aragon, 
Martin  V.  allowed  him,  in  consideration  of  what  he 
had  done  for  the  church,  a  share  of  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal revenues  of  Germany  for  the  space  of  a  year.^ 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  several  dioceses  which  were 
affected  by  this  project,  uttered  their  complaints ;  in 
vain  that  they  appealed  to  the  buU  of  the  pope, 
which  they  had  regarded  as  protecting  them  from 
such  an  imposition.  The  logic  of  their  skilful  advo- 
cate, Dominic  de  Gerainiano,  might  expose  the  papal 
inconsistency  and  injustice,  but  it  was  powerle^ 
against  interest  armed  with  imperial  patronage,  espe- 
cially when  the  pope,  by  express  reservation,  had 
secured  all  pontifical  revenues  from  being  touched. 

From  the  Duke  of  Austria,  Sigismimd  wrung  out 
50,000  florins,  as  the  condition  of  peace  and  a  ran- 
som for  his  states.  He  was  ready  enough  to  accept 
the  money,  and  recover  to  his  allegiance  one  of  his 
rebellious  subjects,  of  whom  he  had  too  many  on  his 
hands  already.  The  Swiss  had  seized  the  occasion 
of  the  duke's  being  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire, 
to  rob  him  of  several  of  the  cities  which  he  had 
held  of  the  empire.  .  Sigismund  now  demanded  them 
back.  The  Sw^s  refused  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand, and  the  emperor  accepted  in  place  of  them — 
what  he  most  needed — money.  The  cities  of  May- 
ence.  Spires,  and  Worms,  anxious  to  secure  privileges 
for  themselves,  found  all  negotiations  vain  without — 
money.     The   emperor's  coffers  were  replenished— 
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only  again  to  ha  exhausted.  Something  of  a  satis- 
faction to  him  it  must  have  heen  to  be  recoguized  as 
emperor — as  he  now  was  in  solemn  ceremony — by  the 
newly  elected  pontiff.  The  golden  rose  was  bestow- 
ed upon  him;^  but  the  still  unsettled  state  of  the  em- 
pire, the  futile  measures  of  reform  in  the  council, 
the  growing  strength  of  the  Hussites  in  Bohemia,  all 
tended  to  provoke  and  ii-ritate  him.  He  was  contin- 
ually busy,  ever  anxious,  going  from  and  suddenly 
returning  to  Constance,  none  could  tell  why.  The 
Tm'k  threatened  him  in  Hungary.  He  anxiously 
awaited  intelligence  from  the  embassadors  sent  by 
the  council  to  restore  peace  between  France  and 
England.  He  sympathized  with  Gerson  in  his  dis- 
appointment that  the  writings  of  Petit  and  Falken- 
berg  had  never  been  condemned  in  fdl  council,  and 
when  he  saw  Martin  "V.  about  to  leave  the  city  of 
Constance,  he  must  have  reviewed  with  saddened 
heart  the  labors  and  anxieties  of  the  last  four  years. 
It  was  certainly  a  most  significant  fact  that,  in 
spite  of  Gerson's  eloquence  and  logic,  the  urgency  of 
the  French  monarch,  the  deep  feeling  and  anxious 
effort  of  the  emperor,  as  well  as  the  letters  of  the 
king  of  Poland  and  the  arguments  of  his  embassa- 
dors, the  pope  and  council  could  not  be  induced  to 
touch  the  books  of  Petit  and  Falkenberg.  Gerson 
was  indignant.  "  Why,"  he  asked — and  the  council 
would  have  been  at  a  loss  for  an  answer — "  Why  con- 
demn the  writings  of  Huss  and  Wickliffe,  and  leave 
writings  far  more  pernicious  unsenteneed  ?  Well  may 
the  Bohemians  accuse  the  council— and  with  justice 

'  I'Enfant,  693. 
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— of  a  most  criminal  partiality,  in  judging  with  sucli 
severity  heresies  far  less  criminal  than  those  of  Petit 
and  Falkenberg,  which  it  treats  with  indifference. 
The  authority  of  the  council  is  made  cheap  ;  its  acta 
become  null  and  void ;  it  is  made  a  laughing-stock 
for  schismatics,  iufldels,  and  especially  Peter  de  Luna 
and  such  as  favor  him,  when  they  see  so  little  accom- 
plished on  the  election  of  a  pope  from  whom  so 
much  was  expected."  ^ 

But  the  ambassadors  of  the  king  of  Poland  were 
resolved  to  make  one  more  effort,  full  as  much  char- 
acterized by  the  spirit  of  humanity  and  justice,  as 
that  of  which  Gerson  was  the  champion  against 
Petit.  Is  brutal  violence  the  proper  instrument  for 
converting  infidels  to  Christianity  ? — that  was  the 
qnestioQ.  Protesting  against  the  violence  and  car- 
nage of  the  Teutonic  knights,  the  king  of  Poland, 
and  Voladimir,  his  ambassador,  plead  the  cause  of 
reason  and  truth.  Should  their  plea  be  heard  ?  It 
was  in  advance  of  the  age.  It  was  a  gleam  of  light 
from  a  brighter  future.  Should  it  be  quenched  in 
the  darkness  of  papal  bigotry?  Should  it  yield 
to  the  prejudices  against  which  it  clashed  ?  Let  us 
see. 

Otho  de  Colonna  had  signed,  while  yet  cardinal, 
the  condemnation  of  Falkenberg's  as  well  as  Petit's 
wiitings.  He  now  wore  the  tiara,  and  presided  over 
the  council  at  this  its  forty-fifth  and  last  session, 
(April  22,  1418.)  At  the  fitting  moment  the  advo- 
cate of  the  Polish  ambassadoi-s  arose,  and  presented 
to  the  council  the  book  of  Falkenberg.''    It  had  been 

'  Gers.  op.,  T.  1014.  '  Van  der  Ilacdt,  iv.  1649. 
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condemned  by  the  commi^ion  appointed  to  examine 
it,  by  the  nations  severally,  by  the  college  of  cardi- 
nals, and  all  this  with  perfect  unanimity.  He  there- 
fore submitted  humbly  that  it  should  also  be  con- 
demned in  full  council,  otherwise  the  ambassadors 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania  would  protest  against  this 
denial  of  justice,  and  would  appeal  to  a  future  coun- 
cil. The  statement  of  the  advocate  was  disputed. 
The  patriarchs  of  Constantinople  and  Antioch  main- 
tained that  the  book  had  not  been  unanimously  con- 
demned. Two  notaries  pronounced  the  assertion 
false.  In  the  midst  of  the  confusion  consequent, 
Paul  Voladimir  arose  and  demanded  audience.  His 
advocate  had  omitted  some  things  that  should  have 
been  spoken.  As  he  reached  his  hand,  however,  to 
take  from  the  advocate'the  paper  which  he  wished 
to  read,  the  pope  imposed  silence,  and  declared  by 
the  mouth  of  one  of  his  officers,  that  what  had  been 
passed  in  full  council  in  mattei's  of  faith,  he  regarded 
as  inviolably  binding — but  nothing  more. 

This  declaration  was  meant  to  be  final.  But  Vo- 
ladimir was  not  thus  to  be  put  off.  He  went  on  with 
his  reading.  Again  the  pope  silenced  him,  threat- 
ening excommunication  unless  he  should  desist.^  He 
then  presented  his  protest  in  the  names  of  the  king 
of  Poland  and  the  duke  of  Lithuania,  solemnly  ap- 
pealed to  the  next  general  council,  and  demanded 
the  certification  of  his  protest  and  appeal.  The 
language  employed  is  bold  and  manly.  The  chief 
purpose  for  which  the  council  was  convoked — the 
extirpation  of  heresy— had  been  neglected.     Desir- 

■  L'Eiifaat,  609. 
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ing  to  obey  God  rather  than  man,  he  declares  that 
if  sentence  is  not  pronounced  against  the  book  of 
Falkenberg,  and  justice  done  in  the  premises,  he  ap- 
peals to  a  future  council. 

All  was  in  vain.  Martin  did  not  wi^h  to  provoke 
the  vengeance  or  risk  the  allegiance  of  the  Teutonic 
knights.  Strangely  enough,  moreover,  at  the  close 
of  the  council  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  is  his  fast 
friend.  Shall  he  be  alienated  by  the  condemnation 
of  hia  advocate.  Petit?  Surely  Martin  V.  was,  as 
Platina  says,  "a  prudent  man."  But  before  the 
council's  close,  be  gave  evidence  of  it.  John  of 
Bavaria,  Bishop  of  Liege — the  See  by  which  the 
Archbishop  of  Eiga  had  been  bought  over — was 
merely  a  worldly  prince.  He  wished  to  resign  his 
bishopric,  and  marry  a  foi'tune  in  the  person  of  the 
widow  of  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  a  near  relative. 
For  this,  a  dispensation  from  the  pope  was  necessaiy. 
A  thoBsand  crowns  bought  the  dispensation,  and 
Martin  V.  pocketed  the  fraits  of  his  simony.  What 
a  fit  commentary  on  the  reforms  he  had  initiated,  as 
well  as  on  his  "prudence!"  Such  conduct  con- 
founded the  emperor.^  He  went  to  the  pope,  and 
met  him  with  the  blunt,  but  significant  question, 
"  Holy  Father,  why  are  we  here  at  Constance  ? " 
"To  reform  the  church,"  replied  the  pope.  "One 
would  not  be  apt  to  say  so,"  rejoined  the  emperor, 
"when  you  allow  cousins-german  to  marry.  Pardon 
sins  you  may,  perhaps,  but  not  grant  a  permit  for 
them."  The  emperor,  however,  could  go  no  further. 
His  own  robes  were  far  from  being  free  of  stain.     He 

■  L' Enfant,  603. 
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had  already  used  the  pope  to  perform  a  similar 
service  for  some  friends  of  his  own.  Thus  many 
seemed  to  see  in  Martin  V.  a  John  XXIII.  redevi- 
vus.  The  man  might  die,  "but  the  system  lived. 
The  name  of  pope  was  bnt  the  new  dial-plate  to 
cover  the  same  mechanism  working  out  the  same 
results. 

Futile  as  the  results  of  the  council  appeared,  there 
was  no  hope  of  mending  them,  and  most  of  the  mem- 
bers were  as  ready  as  Martin  V.  to  depart.  Some 
would  haste  away,  in  order  to  enjoy  at  leisure  the 
fraits  of  their  treason  or  intrigue ;  some  to  remedy 
the  mischiefs  occasioned  by  their  absence ;  some,  like 
Gerson,  to  weep  in  solitude  over  the  disappointment 
of  their  fondest  hopes.  What  must  have  been  the 
reflections  of  sincere,  enlightened,  and  earnest  men, 
like  Voladimir,  aa  they  retraced  their  steps  from  the 
council  to  their  homes  ?  The  Polish  ambassador  saw 
the  cause  of  sacred  and  Christian  charity  trampled 
under  foot.  The  head  of  the  church  himself  had 
silenced  the  voice  of  justice — had  virtually  con- 
demned a  just  cause  unheard.  Nay,  more,  he  had 
taken  '.'  prudent "  precautions  that  it  never  should  be 
heard.  He  had  published  a  constitution,  ad  pe^-pet- 
ucum  rei  memorimn,  by  which  he  declared  that  "  it 
is  not  permissible  for  any  one  to  appeal  from  the 
sovereign  judge,  (i.  e.,  the  supreme  pontiff,)  who  is 
vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  on  earth,  neither  to  decline  his 
judgment  in  matters  of  faith."  Well  might  Gerson 
declare,  and  Voladimir  feel,  that  "it  tended  to  over- 
throw the  authority  not  only  of  the  council  of  Pisa, 
but  of  Constance  also,  and  to  annul  all  that  they  had 
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done,  whether  in  electing  a  new  pope,  or  deposing 
such  as  bad  intruded  into  the  pontificate. 

The  council  in  fact  lay  at  the  mercy  of  a  terrible 
contradiction  ttat  bereft  it  of  all  moral  power.  It 
had  begun  by  asserting  its  supremacy,  and  deposing 
a  pope.  It  ended  by  giving  itself  a  master,  and  bend- 
ing its  neck  to  his  yoke.  It  was  far  more  indepen- 
dent when  it  assembled,  than  when  the  time  of  its 
dissolution  approached.  Cromwell,  dismissing  the 
Long  Parliament  with  a  "  Get  yon  gone,"  could  have 
humbled  them,  not  more  than  the  council  was  hum- 
bled by  the  assumed  authority  of  the  pontifi".  They 
had  become  bis  tools  merely,  and  when  he  had  done 
with  them  he  flung  them  away.  The  terrible  ques- 
tion had  been  started,  Which  is  supreme,  pope  or 
council? — but  the  issue  at  Constance  foreboded  sadly, 
to  thoughtful  minds,  that  future  when  popes  should 
rule,  independent  of  councils,  summoning,  or  leaving 
them  unsummoned,  at  their  pleasure.  The  tyranny 
of  the  monarchical  principle  was  already,  in  fact,  en- 
throned in  the  church,  by  the  weakness  of  a  council 
that  had  presumed  to  bind  it  in  fetters  of  iron. 

We  follow  the  better  minds  of  the  councU  with  a 
sad  sympathy,  as  they  withdraw  to  their  homes  or  to 
their  places  of  exUe.  Tbey  feel  that  they  have  acted  a 
humiliating  part  in  the  great  tragedy  of  the  church. 
The  catastrophe  has  thrown  its  dark  shadow  on  all 
their  fnture  years,  and  on  the  future  of  Christendom. 
They  have  learned  what  tbey  would  have  been  hap- 
pier, if  not  wiser,  never  to  have  known.  They  have 
fathomed  ai'ound  them  depths  of  depravity  that 
fill   them  with  foreboding  and    despair.      Bohemia 
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had  no  such  ally  against  the  council  as  the  council 
itself. 

But  before  the  final  leaves-taking,  the  pope  wished 
to  manifest  his  generosity.  He  could  do  it  easily,  and, 
what  was  more,  cheaply.  If  money  was  scarce,  and 
piety  a  thing  still  more  rare,  the  bank  of  Papal  In- 
dulgences could  discount  to  meet  any  demand.  In 
the  latter  part  of  March,  (1418,)  his  bounty  was  sig- 
nalized by  an  invitation  addressed  to  the  people,  by 
heralds,  to  assemble  at  the  episcopal  palace  to  re- 
ceive indulgences.^  A  great  multitude  was  soon  col- 
lected, in  the  midst  of  whom  the  pope  exercised  a 
liberality  that  cost  him — nothing.  The  ceremonies 
of  the  occasion  occupied  most  of  the  afternoon,  and 
closed  with  a  more  substantial  and  expensive  tribute 
to  the  emperor,  princes,  and  cardinals,  of  a  public 
dinner ;  at  the  close  of  which,  the  pontifical  humility 
was  manifested  in  washing  the  feet  of  his  guests. 
Day  after  day  the  treasury  of  Indulgence  was  drawn 
upon,  and  the  graciousness  of  the  pontiff  expressively 
signalized. 

But  all  this  was  nothing  to  what  took  place  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  council.  As  the  pope  declared  its 
sessions  closed,  he  "  accorded,  by  the  authority  of  God 
Almighty,  the  blessed  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  as  well 
as  by  his  own,  full  absolution  to  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  for  all  their  sins,"*  and  extended  his  favoi's 
to  the  members  of  their  families,  on  condition  of  their 
"  fasting  every  Friday  for  the  space  of  a  year."  To 
make  the  matter  more  easy,  fasting  might  be  dispensed 
with,  in  some  cases,  by  the  substitution  of  good  works, 

'  L'Enfant,  60fl.  '  L'Enffiut,  610. 
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The  emperor,  by  the  mouth  of  his  advooafce,  returned 
thanks  to  the  several  members  of  the  council  for  what 
they  had  done,  promising,  on  his  part,  an  inviolable 
allegiance  to  the  Komau  church  and  the  pope,  and 
declaring  that  in  whatever  respects  the  council  had 
come  short,  it  had  not  been  through  his  fault.^ 

Such  language  plainly  intimated  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  emperor ;  nor  did  he  stand  alone  in  this  feeling, 
aa  we  have  already  seen.  But  the  king  of  Poland 
felt  most  deeply  aggrieved.  He  seenas  to  have  shown 
great  zeal,  as  well  as  humanity,  in  seeking  the  con- 
version of  the  infidels  bordering  upon  his  states,  and 
his  efibrts  had  been  eminently  successful.  The  vio- 
lence and  rapine  of  the  Teutonic  knights  were  most 
odious  and  reprehensible.  The  king  of  Poland  now 
saw  them  shielded  by  the  action  of  the  pontiff,  and 
himself  left  exposed  to  the  shafts  of  Falkeuberg'a 
malice.  He  wrote  to  the  pope  a  letter  of  complaint  ^ 
which  seems  to  have  been  not  without  effect,  although 
Falkenberg  waa  still  uncondemned.  Some  of  the 
friends  of  the  king  of  Poland  counselled  him,  aa  the 
wisest  and  most  effectual  measure,  to  select  some 
monk,  as  violent,  virulent,  and  able  as  Falkenberg, 
and  set  bim,  with  hia  pen,  to  maul  and  demolish  his 
adversary.  If  such  a  one  could  have  been  found, 
the  counsel  might  not  have  been  unwise. 

The  French  concordat,  ou  its  amval  at  Paris,  was 
any  thing  but  welcome.  The  parliament  refused  to 
i-eceive  it,  and  even  drew  up  reasons  against  it,  to  be 
presented  to  the  pope.  Years  passed  before  Finance 
would  accept  it.     The  nuncios,  whom  the.  pope  sent 

'  I'Enfant,  6X1.  '  lb.,  613. 
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to  urge  its  approval,  were  drivea  to  maintain  tlie 
desperate  position  tliat  a  sentence  of  tte  pope  was 
to  be  obeyed,  even  though  it  was  nnjust.  Such  a 
maxim  roused  the  spirit  of  Gerson  in  his  exile,  and 
he  met  it  with  a  bold  and  manly  refutation. 

The  Germans  felt  that  they  had  been  cheated  by 
the  council.  The  dioceses,  whose  revenues  had  been 
given  over  to  the  emperor,  were  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints. The  Archbishop  of  England,  in  a  spirit 
worthy  of  the  nation,  met  the  demands  of  the  pope 
on  the  privileges  of  his  primacy  and  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, in  an  attitude  of  defiance.  Spain  was  already 
almost  in  open  revolt  against  Martin,  and  ready  to 
league  with  Benedict  XIII,  Bohemia  was,  for  the 
present,  hopelessly  lost  to  the  papacy, — volcanic  in  its 
indignation  and  resentment  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
council.  Italy  was  too  much  absorbed  in  the  wretch- 
ed confiicts  that  tore  her  into  parties  and  factions,  to 
have  any  thought  left  except  for  her  own  misery. 
In  the  midst  of  all  this  widespread  dissatisfaction,  it 
is  a  most  significant  fact  that  the  only  hearty  support- 
ers of  the  pontiff  were  the  Dnke  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Teutonic  knights— the  patrons  respectively  of 
Petit  and  Falkenberg.  Well  might  Gei-son,  in  his 
sad  and  lonely  meditations  over  the  doings  and 
results  of  the  council,  lament  that  he  had  toiled  and 
worn  himself  out  to  no  purpose.  The  bright  hopes 
he  had  cherished  were  but  dreams.  The  ideal  of  his 
life,  the  image  he  had  worshipped,  had  vanished.  A 
Gorgon's  head,  that  he  dared  not  look  upon,  had 
taken  its  place.  Where  a  temple  should  have  been, 
he  saw  a  Babel.     Eome  was  not  to  be  reformed. 
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Keform  would  annihilate  her.     Her  disease  was  past 
cure. 

And  now  all  were  intent  upon  quitting  the  scene 
where  so  much  of  good  and  bad,  of  learning  and 
power,  of  eloquence  and  intrigue,  of  integrity  and 
corruption,  had  mingled  and  fermented  together. 
The  pope  was  in  most  haste  to  leave.  The  emperor 
begged  him,  with  all  earnestness,  to  stay  a  few  months 
longer.  He  represented  to  him  that  many  things 
yet  remained  to  claim  his  attention.  But  these  en- 
treaties were  vain.  The  pope  wished  to  see  Rome ; 
he  wished  to  snatch  it  from  the  grasp  of  its  invaders. 
On  the  sixteenth  of  May  (1418)  he  left  Constance 
for  Geneva.  The  procession  that  accompanied  him 
was  splendid  and  imposing.  The  "  servant  of  serv- 
ants" went  forth  as  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth.  Ten  horses,  caparisoned  in  scarlet  and  led  by 
hand,  preceded.  Foar  horsemen,  with  pikes,  each 
surmounted  by  a  cardinal's  hat,  followed  them.  Then 
came  two  priests,  one  bearing  a  cross  of  gold,  another 
the  sacrament.  The  cardinals,  in  their  red  caps,  with 
priests,  theologians,  senators  of  the  city,  and  canons, 
bearing  was  tapers,  made  way  for  the  pope,  who  fol- 
lowed, mounted  on  a  white  hoi-se  and  dressed  in  pon- 
tifical habits.  The  tiai-a  which  he  wore  shone  brill- 
iant with  precious  stones,  while  four  princes  supported 
the  dais  above  his  head  that  shielded  him  from  the 
sun.  The  emperor  was  on  his  right,  and  held  the 
bridle  of  his  horse.  The  electors  and  princes  of  the 
empire  stood  near  to  render  their  assistance.  Then 
followed  the  clergy,  the  nobility,  and  the  various 
orders,  till  the  procession  swelled  in  number  to  forty 
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thousand  men.  In  such  state  the  pope  passed  the 
gate  of  the  city.  The  emperor  and  pnnces  accompar 
nied  him  to  Gottlieben,  where  he  embarked  upon  the 
Rhine,  to  finish,  by  water,  his  journey  to  Geneva. 
The  emperor  himself  did  not  long  linger  at  Con- 
stance, and   in  a  short    time  its  ftirmer  glory  had 
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Wemzei.  Absent  feoh  the  City. —  Attack  on  the  New  Citt-.  — Acts  Of  Vio- 
LEBCE.  —  Releasb  OF  Pbisoskrs  Demanded  at  the  Town  House.  —  TuNUir. — 
Assault.  — Qebmans  Throws  OCT  THE  Windows.— New  Magistbates  Appoimt- 
ED.  —  Continued  Attack  upon  the  New  City.  —  Zisca  Withdraivs  to  Pilsen,  — 
nANBER  OF  THE  CmzENB.  —  Tbe  Qcekn  Sbebs  Aid  of  the  Emfekoe.  —  Death  o» 
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Imposed  by  Sigismund.  — Hib  L  he  H 
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THE  TaEOHIIES  I. 

Advent  of  Chkibt.  — 

-Its  Effects, -Dakgeik 

IF  Dissensions. 

April  15,  1418  — Jan.  9,  1420. 

The  dissolution  of  tLe  council  of  Constance,  and 
the  effort  necessaiy  on  the  part  of  Sigismand  to  re- 
store the  peace  of  his  empire,  gave  a  short  respite  to 

'  The  autioritiea  which  have  been  Guerre  des  Hussites,  Diarium  Belli 
mainly  relied  upon  for  this  and  the  Huaeitioi,  bj  a  Calij:tine  author,  Lifa 
two  following  chapters,  are  Cochleius'  of  Zisca,  and  Life  of  Proeopius, 
History  of  the  Husjtea,  iEneaa  Syl-  (Prague,  1189,)  and  the  general 
Tius"  History  of  Bohemia,  L'Eiifant's  Church  Histories  during  thia  period, 
(363) 
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the  BoTieniians, — if  respite  that  condition  could  be 
called,  in  which  the  exterminating  and  pei-seeiitiug 
bull  of  Martin  V.  was  continually  suspended  over 
them.  This  fulraination  was  to  them  the  parting  word 
of  the  council,  its  farewell  of  bitter  malediction.  It 
showed  plainly  enough  on  what  terms  alone  peace 
could  be  made.  Unable  to  secure  the  persons  of 
the  Bohemian  countrymen  of  Huss,  whom  they 
might  subject  to  a  similar  treatment,  the  council 
translated  the  act  of  his  execution  into  words,  and, 
in  the  bull  itself,  despatched  into  Germany  a  written 
auto  defe,  a  legible  funeral  pile,  every  line  aglow 
with  the  spirit  of  the  inquisitor. 

But  the  logic  of  this  document  was  a  two-edged 
sword.  It  cut  both  ways.  Jacobel's  treatises  on  the 
cup  did  not  contain  arguments  half  so  effectual  to 
strengthen  the  faith  of  his  party,  as  were  contained 
in  the  decrees  of  the  council  and  the  bull  of  the 
pope.  No  conclusion  is  more  firmly  held  than  that 
which  is  reached  by  a  reductio  ad  ahswrdiim.  The 
papal  fulmination  might  have  been  headed  by  the 
creed  of  the  Hussites,  and  followed  by  a  Q.  E.  D., 
to  signalize  the  fact  that  the  truth  of  the  theoi'em 
was  demonstrated.  At  least  this  must  have  been  so 
to  many  minds. 

But  the  Bohemians  did  not  choose  to  pass  over  in 
silence  so  extraordinary  a  document  as  this  bull  of  a 
pope,  elected  for  the  purpose  of  evangelical  reform. 
They  answered  it,  and  circulated  the  reply  far  and 
wide  through  the  land.  Although  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  issued  until  some  months  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  bull,  it  may  as  well  be  given  here,  as 
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showing  the  spirit  in  which  the  bull  was  received. 
It  is  entitled  "  A  faithful  and  Christian  exhortation 
of  the  Bohemians  to  kings  and  princes,  to  stir  them 
up.  to  the  zeal  of  the  gospel."  It  speaks  of  the  in- 
dustrious efforts  that  had  been  made  in  certain  quar- 
ters to  excite  hostility  and  persecution  against  the 
Bohemians.^  "  As  well  on  your  part  as  on  ours,  many 
men,  both  noble  and  untitled,  have  foolishly  lost 
their  lives.  Yet  never  hitherto  have  ye  in  any  part 
understood  our  faith  by  our  own  confession ;  neither 
whether  we  be  able  to  prove  the  same  out  of  the 
scriptures  or  not,  and  yet  iu  the  mean  time  kings, 
princes,  lords,  and  cities  have  sustained  great  damage. 
And  hereof  we  do  greatly  marvel,  that  you  do  so 
much  trust  and  believe  the  pope  and  his  priests, 
which  give  you  drink  full  of  poison,  and  such  com- 
fort as  no  man  can  understand,  in  that  they  say  they 
will  give  you  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  grant  grace 
and  pardon  to  this  end,  that  you  should  war  upon  us 
and  destroy  us,  whereas  their  graces  and  pardons  are 
none  other  than  great  lies,  and  a  great  seducing  of 
the  body  and  soul  of  all  them  that  believe  them,  and 
put  their  trust  in  them.  This  we  would  prove  to 
them,  and  convince  them  by  the  Holy  Scripture ;  and 
we  would  suffer  that  whoever  is  desirous  to  hear,  the 
same  should  hear  it.  For  the  pope  and  all  his  priests 
herein  deal  with  you  as  the  devil  would  have  dealt 
with  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  . 

"  So  the  devil  deceiveth  the  pope  and  all  his  priests 
with    the    riches  of  the   world,  and    with    worldly 

I  have  preferred  to  retain  the    latoT,  rather  than  change  it  to  more 
of  the  early  English  trans-    modern  phrsaeology. 
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power;  and  they  fhink  they  can  give  grace  and 
pardon  when  they  will ;  and  they  themselves  shall 
never  find  favor  before  Almighty  God,  except  they 
I'epent,  and  make  amends  for  their  great  deceiving 
of  Christendom.  And  how  can  they  give  to  others 
that  which  they  themselves  have  not?  So  did  the 
devil,  who  was  rich  in  promising  and  poor  in  giving. 
And  like  as  the  devil  is  not  astamed  to  tell  a  lie,  so 
all  they  are  not  ashamed  to  speak  that  which  shall 
never  be  found  true,  nor  be  proved  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  because,  for  no  cause  they  stir  up  kings, 
princes,  lords,  and  citizens  to  make  war  against  us, 
not  to  the  end  that  the  Christian  faith  should  thereby 
be  defended,  but  because  they  fear  their  secret  vices 
and  heresies  shall  be  disclosed  and  made  manifest. 
For  if  they  had  a  true  cause,  and  a  godly  love  to  the 
Christian  faith,  they  wonld  then  take  the  books  of 
the  Holy  Scripture,  and  would  come  to  us,  and  con- 
fute us  with  the  weapons  of  God's  word ;  and  that  is 
our  chief  desire.  For  so  did  the  apostles  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  came  to  the  pagans  and  the  Jews, 
and  brought  them  from  their  infidelity  to  the  true 
faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  this  they  did  in 
the  spirit  of  meekness.  ...  So  ought  they  also  to 
do,  if  they  perceived  that  they  were  just  and  we  un- 
just. .  .  .  The  truth  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  false- 
hood. .  .  .  Zerobabel  declareth  that  the  truth  is  of 
nil  things  the  most  mighty,  and  overcometh  all  things. 
For  Christ  is  the  truth.  John  xiv.  .  .  .  Therefore, 
if  the  pope  and  his  priests  have  the  truth,  let  them 
overcome  us  by  the  word  of  God.  But  if  they  have 
lies,  then  they  cannot  long  abide  in  their  presumption. 
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"  Wherefore  we  beseech  and  exhort  all  the  imperial 
cities,  all  kings,  princes,  noblemen,  rich  and  poor,  for 
God's  sake,  and  for  his  righteousness,  that  one  of 
them  write  hereof  to  another,  and  that  there  may  be 
some  means  devised  by  which  we  may  commune 
with  you,  safely  and  friendly,  at  some  such  place  as 
shall  be  fit  for  both  you  and  us ;  and  do  you  bring 
with  you  your  bishops  and  teachers,  and  let  them 
and  our  teachers  fight  together  with  the  word  of 
God,  and  let  ua  hear  them  ;  and  let  not  the  one  over- 
come the  other  by  violence  or  false  subtlety,  but 
only  by  the  word  of  God.  And  if  your  bishops 
and  teachers  have  better  proofs  of  their  faith  oat  of 
the  Holy  Scripture  than  we,  and  our  faith  be  found 
untrue,  we  will  receive  penance  and  satisfaction  ac- 
coi'ding  to  the  gospel.  But  if  your  bishops  and 
teachers  be  overcome  of  ours  by  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, then  do  ye  repent  and  hearken  to  us,  and  hold 
with  us.  And  if  your  bishops  and  teachers  will  cease 
from  their  spiritual  pride,  and  repent  and  make  sat- 
isfaction, then^  will  we  help  you  according  to  our 
power.  .  .  . 

"And  if  ye  will  not  determine  to  do  any  other 
thing  than  to  fight  against  us,  then  will  we  take  the 
Lord  to  our  help,  and  his  truth;  and  we  will  defend 
it  to  the  death,  and  we  will  not  be  afraid  for  the 
excommunication  or  curse  of  the  pope,  or  his  cardi- 
nals, or  of  the  bishops,  because  we  know  that  the 
pope  is  not  God,  as  he  maketh  himself,  so  that  he 
may  curse  and  excommunicate  when  he  wHl,  or  bless 
when  he  will ;  who  has  now  these  many  years  cursed 
and  excommunicated  us,  and  yet,  notwithstanding, 
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God  and  his  gracious  blessing  hath  been  our  help." 
To  the  objection  supposed  to  be  made,  that  they 
could  not  do  without  priests  and  bishoje  to  baptize, 
hear  confessions,  and  minister  the  holy  mysteries, 
and  that  even  though  they  should  be  evil  and  wicked, 
it  was  impossible  to  do  without  them,  the  Bohe- 
mians reply,  that  "  when  wicked  bishops  and  priests 
shall  be  banished,  then  place  shall  be  made  for  good 
priests  and  bishops." 

A^  to  the  charge  that  they  did  not  believe  in  pur- 
gatory, the  Virgin  Mary,  or  the  saints,  they  claim 
that  they  will  prove  by  Holy  Scripture  how  they 
ought  to  believe  in  regard  to  these  things,  better 
than  the  bishops  or  priests  could  tell  them.  As  to 
obedience  to  the  pope,  they  declare  that  they  will 
render  him  obedience  when  he  should  be  holy  and 
just.  In  regard  to  their  overthrow  of  public  wor- 
ship, "  destroying  monasteries,  and  banishing  thence 
the  wicked  monks  and  nuns,"  as  was  charged  upon 
them  by  their  enemies,  they  reply,  "  Truly  we  did  it, 
thinking  once  that  they  were  holy,  that  they  did  the 
reverend  service  of  God ;  but  after  that  we  well  ol>- 
served  and  considered  their  life  and  works,  then  we 
perceived  that  they  were  hypocrites,  falsely  aping 
humility,  and  wicked  builders  on  high,  and  sellers 
of  pardons  and  masses  for  the  dead,  and  such  as 
devoured  in  themselves  the  sins  of  the  people.  . .  . 
Forasmuch  as  their  selling  of  their  prayers  and 
masses  for  the  dead  for  gifts,  is  no  better  than  hy- 
pocrisy and  heresy,— therefore  if  we  do  speak  against 
them,  and  destroy  their  monasteries,  we  do  not  there- 
in destroy  the  service  of  God,  but  rather  the  service 
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of  the  devil,  and  the  school  of  heretics.  And  if  ye 
knew  them  as  we  know  thera,  ye  would  as  diUgently 
destroy  them  as  we  do.  For  Christ  our  Lord  did 
not  ordain  any  such  order  ....  and  he  said,  Every 
plant  which  my  Heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted, 
shall  be  rooted  up." 

In  the  close  of  their  apology,  the  Bohemians  bring 
forward  several  subjects  to  be  considered.  They 
are  disposed  in  sixteen  articles,  intended  mainly  to 
expose  the  corruptions  of  the  church,  the  avarice, 
extortion,  lewdness,  and  hypocrisy  of  the  clergy. 
Thei]'  articles  are  then  stated,  which  they  declare 
they  will  strive  for  and  maintain  unto  the  death. 
These  are,  the  prohibition  of  gross  public  sins, 
whether  in  laity  or  clergy ;  the  inconsistency  of  large 
revenues  and  pomp  with  the  simplicity  of  ministers 
of  Jesus  Christ;  the  freedom  of  the  word  of  God  to 
be  read  and  preached  in  all  places,  "  without  any  in- 
hibition of  either  spiritual  or  earthly  power ;  "  and 
the  comBiunion  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  as 
he  ordained. 

This  apology  of  the  Bohemians  is  signed  by  four 
of  their  leading  captains,  Procopius,  Conrad,  Sams- 
smolich,  and  Siuahors.  It  is  honorable  at  once  to 
their  courage,  their  prudence,  their  Christian  intelli- 
gence, and  their  regard  for  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  word  of  God.  It  undoubtedly  expressed  the 
general  feeling  and  conviction  of  the  nation. 

To  attempt  to  coiifute  them  by  the  logic  of  an 
armed  invasion  was  but  madness.  Persecution  would 
only  exasperate.  Nor  were  they  wanting  in  men 
who  dared,  and  who  were  competent,  to  place  them- 

TOL.  II.  24 
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selves  at  their  bead.  Years  before,  Zisca  had  won 
high  renown  as  a  bold  and  able  general.  His  promp- 
titude and  energy  in  dispelling  the  storm  that  threat- 
ened the  Hussites  when  they  had  been  summoned 
to  appear  unarmed  before  Wenzel,  had  secured  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  Bohemians.  He  was 
finally  acknowledged  their  leader  by  an  indisputable 
preeminence,  and  he  was  worthy  of  the  post.  His 
abilities,  attested  by  subsequent  campaigns,  rank 
him  as  the  greatest  general  of  the  age. 

Never  did  any  man  unite  in  himself  qualities  more 
eminently  fitting  him  to  be  at  once  the  head  of  a 
party,  and  the  leader  of  an  army.  His  genius  for 
planning  a  campaign  or  assault,  was  only  equalled 
by  his  prompt  energy  in  putting  his  plan  in  execu- 
tion. He  understood  perfectly  the  art  of  rendering 
himself  the  master  of  the  minds  of  the  multitude. 
Bohemia  was  in  arms  for  the  communion  of  the  cup. 
He  holds  up  a  sacramental  cup  before  the  army,  and 
tells  them  to  behold  their  standard.  He.  has  no 
troops  but  infantry.  By  an  unexpected  a^ault  he 
surprises  the  army  of  the  emperor,  and  caiTies  off  a 
thousand  horses,  thus  at  once  providing  himself  with 
cavalry.  He  is  without  a  fortified  town  to  afford 
security  for  his  troops.  He  ascends  a  high  mountain 
with  his  soldiers,  and  there  addresses  them:  "Do 
you  want  houses  ?  Set  up  your  tents  here,  and  make 
your  camp  your  city."  The  thing  is  done,  and  Ta- 
bor is  at  once  a  fortress.  Fi'om  its  impregnable 
heights  Zisea  can  defy  his  foe.  Thither,  moreover, 
he  may  always  securely  retreat.  Cromwell's  Iron- 
sides could  not  surpass  Zisca's  soldiers.     The  latter 


dbyGoogle 


Ch.  XIII.]  ZISCA  S   LETfER.  371 

also  felt  the  inspiration  of  their  leader's  words — 
words  derived  from  scripture,  and  glowixig  with  the 
enthusiasm  which  it  inspired.  To  the  inhabitants  of 
Tansch  he  writes ;  ^  "  May  God  grant,  dear  brethren, 
that  performing  good  works,  like  the  true  children 
of  your  Heavenly  Father,  yon  may  remain  steadfast 
in  his  fear ;  if  he  has  visited  you,  let  not  affliction 
abate  your  courage ;  think  of  those  who  labor  for 
the  faith,  and  who  suffer  on  account  of  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Imitate  the  old  Bohemians,  your  an- 
cestors, always  ready  to  defend  the  cause  of  Grod  and 
their  own.  Let  us  constantly  have  before  our  eyes 
the  divine  law,  and  the  good  of  the  common  weal ; 
let  us  be  vigilant;  and  let  whoever  knows  how  to 
handle  a  knife,  or  to  tbi'ow  a  stone,  or  to  brandish 
a  club,  be  ready  to  march.  .  .  .  Let  your  preachers 
encourage  your  people  to  war  against  Antichrist ;  let 
every  one,  young  and  old,  prepare  for  it.  When  I 
shall  arrive  among  you,  let  there  be  no  want  of 
bread,  or  beer,  or  forage  ;  lay  up  a  store  also  of  good 
works.  Behold,  the  time  is  now  come  to  ai-m  your- 
selves, not  only  against  your  outward  enemies,  bnt 
also  against  those  that  you  have  within  yourselves. 
Remember  your  first  combat  when  you  were  few  in 
number  against  many,  and  without  arms  against 
those  that  were  well-provided.  The  hand  'of  God 
is  not  shortened ;  courage,  therefore,  and  be  ready, 
2dscA  of  the  Owpy 

This  letter  shows  at  once  the  spirit  of  Ssca,  his 
skill  in  touching  the  chords  of  popular  feeling,  and 
his  watchfulness  over  the  cause  which  he  had  taken 
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in  hand.  Cromwell,  before  tlie  battle  of  Dunbai-, 
charging  his  soldiei-s  to  "  trust  in  God  and  keep  their 
powder  dry,"  was  manifesting  the  same  exquisite 
combination  of  religious  enthusiasm  and  good  sense 
that  Zisca  did,  when  he  urged  the  people  in  the  same 
bi'eath,  to  "  let  there  be  no  want  of  bread,  beer,  and 
forage,"  and  to  "  lay  up  also  a  store  of  good  works." 
The  soldiers  of  Zisca  were  trained  by  him  as  the 
great  Englishman  trained  his  Ironsides.  The  laity 
as  well  as  clergy  preached  for  both.  The  camp  was 
a  church,  the  army  a  religious  assembly.  Tabor 
was,  in  a  new  sense,  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration, 
From  all  parts  of  Bohemia  throngs  came  flocking 
thither,  and  there- — ^as  a  kind  of  national  covenant — 
the  communion  of  the  cup  as  well  as  of  bread  was 
li'eely  administered. 

The  intelligence  of  what  was  taking  place  at  Tabor 
spread  over  Bohemia.  The  friends  of  Hnss  and  of 
the  cup  were  encouraged.  The  popular  tide,  directed 
by  such  a  man  as  Zisca,  was  certain  to  bear  down  all 
before  it.  His  army  was  not  composed  of  mere 
soldiers  of  fortune.  They  were  men  of  deep  relig- 
ious convictions — some  of  them,  indeed,  driven  well- 
nigh  mad  by  persecution — reckless  of  life  in  their 
indignant  defiance  of  Martin's  bull,  which  seemed  to 
combine  in  it  the  cruelty  of  the  inquisition,  the  bru- 
tality of  the  dragoon,  and  the  malice  of  the  fiend. 
Many,  undoubtedly,  like  Zisca  himself,  could  speak 
of  their  own  private  ■wrongs.  The  image  of  an  out- 
va^ed  sister,  or  of  a  friend  bound  in  chains  to  the  stake 
about  which  the  flames  raged,  rose  up  before  them 
at  the  sight  of  a  monk  or  priest,  and  led  them  to 
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those  acts  of  resentment  and  vengeance  with  which 
they  were  so  heavily  charged.  "  If  ye  knew  them 
as  we  know  them,"  said  they  in  their  apology  for 
destroying  the  monasteries,  "  ye  would  as  diligently 
r  them  as  we  do." 

institutions  were  undoubtedly  excessively 
corrupt,  and  so  far  as  their  friends  at  the  council  and 
the  approvers  of  the  violence  of  the  "bull  were  con- 
cerned, there  could  be  no  ground  for  reproof.  Even 
for  us,  who  regret  the  violence,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
how  fai'  circumstances  justified  it,  or  how  far,  as  John 
Knox  urged,  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  the  rook- 
eries in  order  to  drive  out  the  foul  birds,  the  harpies, 
from  their  rooste.  As  favorers  of  the  bull,  they  were 
public  persecutors,  and  their  urgent  application  for 
foreign  intervention  and  invasion,  justly  led  to  their 
being  regarded  as  traitors. 

It  was  on  the  twenty-second  of  July  (1419)  that 
the  grand  communion  of  the  multitude  was  held  at 
Tabor.^  Undesignedly,  the  priests  in  many  places 
had  contributed  to  favor  tlie  plans  of  Zisca.  They 
had  refused  the  communion  of  the  cup  to  the  laity 
in  their  own  neighborhoods,  and  had  thus  forced 
them,  in  order  to  enjoy  a  privilege  which  they  most 
highly  prized,  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  Hussite 
leader.  They  would,  of  course,  in  the  state  in  which 
things  then  were,  go  armed,  and  thus,  beyond  his 
expectations,  the  multitude  of  his  followers  was 
swelled  by  thousands.  It  is  not  surprising,  when  we 
consider  the  feelings  with  which  they  were  inflamed, 
and  the  confidence  which  their  visible  strength  and 

'  Guerre  dos  Hiis.,  i.  91.     Diari.  Bel.  Hue.,  143. 
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numbeiB  must  kave  inspired,  that  a  plan  should  have 
"been  adopted  for  seizing  or  assaulting  the  city  of 
Prague.  The  multitude  could  not  all  remain  long 
together.  Many  of  them  doubtless  belonged  in 
Prague  itself,  or  its  neighborhood,  and  a  march  upon 
the  city  might  be  made  as  they  returned  to  their 
own  homes.  The  elements  of  disaffection  were 
abundant  within  the  walls,  and  on  the  thirtieth  of 
July  they  broke  out  into  open  violence.^ 

The  king  himself  had  withdrawn  from  Prague  to 
one  of  his  castles,  some  miles  distant ;  but  already 
the  feai-  of  his  brother,  the  terrors  of  a  crusade,  or 
the  levelling  principles  of  some  of  the  reformers, 
who  imagined  that  monarchy  might  be  superseded 
by  a  republic,  had  driven  him  over  toward  the  side 
of  the  papal  party.  His  officers  and  soldiers  who 
were  left  behind,  showed  themselves  similarly  dis- 
posed with  their  master.  Violent  assaults  -were  made, 
and  individuals  were  seized  and  impi-isoned.  The  citi- 
zens of  Prague  could  not  therefore  feel  themselves  safe 
while  the  soldiers  of  the  king  possessed  within  the 
walls  a  fortified  position  like  that  of  the  castle  or 
royal  palace,  from  which  they  might  at  any  moment 
be  assaulted.  The  host  of  Zisca,  by  his  training, 
had  now  a^umed  the  aspect  of  a  regular  army.  He 
led  them  on  to  the  attack  of  the  new  city — the  part 
of  Prague  occupied  by  the  party  which  was  opposed 
to  the  reformers,  and  supported  by  the  court.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  city  joined  in  the  assault.  Zisca 
seems  however  to  have  been  content  for  the  present 
merely  to  intimidate  the  papal  party. 

'  Guerre  des  Hua,,  i.,  92,  93.    Diari.  Bel  Hus.,  143. 
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Some  of  Ilia  army — -more  intent  on  observing  their 
religious  rite,  and  improving  the  occasion  for  regain- 
ing the  places  of  pul:)lic  -worship,  from  which,  in  the 
absence  of  their  advocate,  Nicholas  de  Ilussinitz, 
they  had  probably  been  again  excluded  by  Wenzel's 
orders — sought  to  enter  St.  Stephen's  church.  They 
found  it  locked.  Indignant  at  this  exclusion,  they 
assaulted  it,  and  burst  open  the  doors.  The  piiest, 
who  had  ventured  to  resist  them,  became  the  object 
of  their  vengeance.  They  broke  open  his  parsonage, 
and  hung  him  from  one  of  the  windows. 

After  having  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  the  church 
and  performed  their  favorite  ceremonies,  the  party 
withdrew,  and  proceeded  to  the  Carmelite  monastery. 
Here  they  resolved  to  array  themselves  in  proper 
order,  and,  forming  themselves  into  a  procession, 
march  to  the  council-house  of  the  new  city,^  demand- 
ing that  those  of  their  friends  who  had  been  impi'ia- 
oued  should  be  released.  The  demand  was  presented. 
The  council  hesitated  to  grant  it.  Some  were  for 
holding  out  to  the  last.  The  people  stood  without, 
quietly  awaiting  an  answer  to  their  demand.  At 
this  moment,  some  one  from  one  of  the  upper  win- 
dows threw  a  stone,  which  struck  the  Hussite  priest 
who  bore  the  host.  The  people  were  enraged. 
Their  patience  was  exhausted  by  delay,  and  they 
regarded  the  act  as  a  signal  for  an  assault.  Resist- 
ance was  vain.  The  indignant  vengeance  of  the 
people,  led  oa  by  Zisca,  swept  all  before  it.  The 
council-house  was  taken  by  storm.  Eleven  of  the 
councillors  escaped ;  but  the  seven  others,  all  Ger- 

'  Dial'.  Bei  Hub.,  14. 
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mans,  and,  as  sucli,  hateful  to  the  Bohemians,  were 
thrown  from  the  upper  windows  as  they  were  seized, 
and  impaled  on  the  spears  and  laaces  of  the  mul- 
titude below,^  The  prisoners  were  of  course  re- 
leased.^ 

It  is  a  singular  but  instructive  fact,  that  at  this 
moment,  when  violence  seemed  to  rale,  when  the 
attack  of  the  royal  garrison  had  been  foiled,  and 
when  some  of  the  council  had  been  put  to  death,  and 
others  had  fled,  no  thought  of  lawless  license  or  rav- 
age was  allowed  a  place  in  the  minds  of  the  triumph- 
ing party.  Their  fli'st  care  was  to  restore  the  forms 
of  civil  government.  Proclamation  was  made,  and, 
under  pain  of  death  or  exile,  all  citizens  were  sum- 
moned to  meet  together  at  the  council-house,  to  elect 
four  magistrates,  to  whom  the  authority  and  seal  of 
the  city  should  be  committed  till  the  time  for  the 
next  regular  election  of  councilmen  should  substitute 
others  in  their  place. 

Meanwhile  the  assault  upon  the  new  city  was  con- 
tinued. For  five  days,  scenes  of  violence  were  con- 
stantly occuning.  The  court,  it  was  now  known,  had 
taken  an  open  stand  against  the  Hussites.  It  was 
resolved  that  the  leaders  of  the  reform  party  should 
all  be  put  to  death.  The  attacks  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  Hussite  processions  by  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  king,  and  which  had  aggravated 
difficulties,  had  evidently  been  by  the  king's  order, 
or  at  least  his  connivance.  The  people  saw  nothing 
before  them  but  victory  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the 
other,  persecution  with  a  suppression  of  their  worship. 

'  ^neaa  Sylvias,  eh,  sxsvii.  "  life  of  Zisca,  p.  9, 
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They  therefore  pursued  the  siege  with  ardor.  But 
the  queen  with  the  royal  party  had  retired  to  the 
castle  in  the  upper  city,  and  while  they  resisted  the 
assault,  despatched,  for  the  second  time,  messages  to 
Sigismuud  for  aid. 

Zisca  at  this  moment  withdrew  from  the  city.  His 
biographer  ^  informs  us  that  the  excesses  of  the  citi- 
zens, which  he  could  not  approve,  was  the  reason  of 
his  departure.  It  is  more  probable  that  he  foresaw 
the  storm  about  to  burst  upon  the  city  in  response 
to  the  summons  of  Wenzel,  and  wished  to  be  pre- 
pared for  it.  He  withdrew  to  Pilsen,  gathering  his 
troops  around  him.  The  place  was  at  the  safe  dis- 
tance of  fifty  or  sixty  miles  from  Prague,  and  se- 
cured its  defence  from  the  direction  of  Nuremberg. 
Here  Zisca  quietly  watched  the  progress  of  affairs, 
ready  to  suppress  any  attempt  that  might  be  made 
to  carry  into  execntion  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  suffl-ciently  strong  and  secure  to  defy  any 
probable  assault. 

Meanwhile  the  citizieDS  of  Prague  bore  with  the 
greatest  impatience  the  presence  of  the  royal  gar- 
rison within  the  walls.  There  it  was,  perched  upon 
the  lofty  heights  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  castle 
stood,  ready  at  once  to  swoop  down  upon  its  victims. 
Though  they  had  been  forced  to  give  over  their  as- 
sault upon  it,  the  garrison  was  exposed  to  continued 
juolestations.  Efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  truce 
or  a  compromise,  but  the  citizens  would  consent  to 
none  which  did  not  allow  them  free  libei-ty  of  wor- 
ship.    Thus  negotiations  were  proti'aeted.     The  cas- 

■  Life  of  Zisca,  p.  11,  12, 
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tie  was  in  fact  in  a  state  of  siege,  with  little  prospect 
of  relief 

But  at  this  juncture,  and  while  Sigismund,  who 
had  been  appealed  to  foi'  aid,  was  husily  engaged  in 
Hungary  in  protecting  the  rights  of  his  hereditary 
states,  a  summons,  more  effectual  than  any  that  had 
been  sent  him  hitherto,  roused  him  to  prompt  and 
energetic  action.  This  was  the  announcement  of  the 
death  of  his  brother,  the  king  of  Bohemia.  He  died 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  life.  Upon  being  in- 
formed of  the  commotion  that  bad  taken  place  at 
Prague  on  the  thirtieth  of  July,  he  broke  out  in  a 
torrent  of  passionate  invective  against  its  authors. 
Several  of  the  courtiers  who  wei'e  present  expressed 
their  detestation  of  the  enormities  that  had  been 
perpetrated.  One  of  his  attendants,  however,  ven- 
tured to  say  that  he  had  foreseen  what  was  aboat 
to  take  place ;  probably  intending  to  attribute  it  to 
Wenzel'e  withdrawal  from  Prague.  Such  freedom 
of  language  aroused  the  tiger  in  the  heart  of  the 
irascible  and  passionate  king.  He  sprang  upon  the 
bold  attendant  who  had  dared  to  speak  words  so 
uncourteous  to  royal  ears,  and  dashing  him  to  the 
ground,  was  about  to  consummate  his  violence  by 
plunging  his  dagger  into  the  bosom  of  his  prostrate 
victim.  From  th^  he  was  withheld  by  his  attend- 
ants, and  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  not  to  order 
the  bold  speaker  at  once  to  be  executed.  The  ex- 
citement and  frenzy  which  had  thus  been  produced 
were  too  much  for  a  frame  already  worn  out  by  dis- 
sipation.    He  was  struck  with   paralysis,'  and  after 

'  Guerre  des  Huss.,  99.     J^aeas  Sjlviua,  eh.  xsxvii. 
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lingering  eighteen  days,  expired.  He  bad  marked 
the  names  of  several  Hussites  whom  he  had  doomed 
to  death,  but  the  blow  that  smote  him  rescued  and 
delivered  them.^ 

The  death  of  Wenzel  (Aug.  16,  1419)  left  the 
kingdom  of  Bohemia,  in  default  of  other  heirs,  to 
his  brother  Sigismund.  The  queen,  Sophia,*  sought, 
on  her  husband's  death,  not  only  to  secure  the  aid  of 
Sigismund,  but  to  engage  the  citizens  of  Prague  to 
conditions  of  peace,  by  which  the  emperor  should 
be  at  once  adopted  as  their  king.  But  they  refused 
to  acknowledge  him.  His  whole  course  had  been 
such  as  to  commend  him  only  to  the  abhorrence  of 
all  who  cherished  the  memory  of  Huss. 

Meanwhile  Sigismund  himself  was  making  prep- 
arationa  for  taking  possession  of  the  kingdom,  which 
he  claimed  to  inherit  from  his  brother.  The  citizens 
of  Prague  became  alarmed.  Their  enemies  still  held 
the  royal  castle,  as  well  as  the  Vissehrad,  and  anx- 
iously awaited  the  emperor's"  approach,  to  retaliate 
upon  the  citizens  for  the  assaults  they  had  endured. 
The  only  seeunty  of  the  latter  was  in  a  speedy  re- 
daction of  the  castle.  They  at  once  applied  for  aid 
to  their  allies.  Zisca  saw  the  importance  of  the  en- 
terprise. Accompanied  by  Coranda  and  Nicholas  de 
Hassinitz,  he  hastened  to  the  rescue.  The  new  city, 
with  the  Vissehrad,  was  taken  by  the  combined  forces, 
ou  November  4,  1419.     The  castle  hardly  escaped. 

'  The  bo3y  of  Wenzel,  according  to  it  was  puroliased  by  Sigismund,  who 

Bome  authorities,  was  first  deposited  had  it  properly  entombed.     Godeau, 

ID   ita  tomb,  ftnd   afterward   taken  xxsvii.  26.    Also,  Mne&a  Sylvius,  oh. 

np  and  flung  into  the  Moldaa.    Here  xsxvii.     Dlar.  Bel.  Hua.,  I4B. 
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In  order  to  understand  fully  tbe  apprehension,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  citizens  of  Prague,  which  led  them  to 
invite  Zisca  to  their  aid,  we  must  recur  to  what  had 
taken  place  since  his  first  assault  of  the  new  city.  The 
writer  of  the  "  Diary  of  the  Hnssite  War"  gives  us  a 
vemou  of  what  transpired,  which,  though  it  differs  in 
some  respects  from  the  statements  of  other  histori- 
ans, commends  itself  to  our  confidence  by  its  supe- 
rior credibility.  The  rage  of  the  king  on  the  an- 
nouncement of  what  took  place  on  the  30th  of  July 
was  due,  not  so  much  to  the  scenes  of  violence  which 
then  transpired,  as  to  the  presumption  of  the  citizens 
in  electing  their  own  magistrates,  without  waiting  for 
his  sanction.  The  fear  that  haunted  him,  was  that 
of  being  deposed  from  the  throne.  He  watched  with 
intense  jealousy  every  movement  which  seemed  to 
indicate  the  least  disposition  to  put  any  other  in  his 
place.  His  threat,  addressed  to  Nicholas  do  Hussi- 
nitz,^  grew  out  of  this  extreme  sensitiveness  to  a 
dreaded  danger.  These  fears  were  fully  understood 
by  the  members  of  his  court,  some  of  whom  favored 
the  Hu^ite  party.  By  their  means  a  temporary 
peace  was  negotiated,  the  conditions  of  which  were, 
that  the  citizens  should  humbly  submit  themselves 
to  the  king,  while  he,  on  his  part,  and  in  maintenance 
of  his  authority,  should  acknowledge  the  four  magis- 
trates elected  by  the  people,  and  give  them  his  sanc- 
tion. The  Hussites,  moreover,  were  to  be  allowed 
liberty  of  worahip.  On  these  conditions,  peace  was 
restored,  and  the  commotion  subsided.     But  is  was 

'  This  threat  waa,  that  in  leading  wWchHnesite  woraliip  might  te  held, 
the  eitizeos  who  came  with  the  da-  he  was  spiimiiig  a  cord  for  his  own 
maud  for  some  of  the  tliurdjes  in    neck. 
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only  till  the  intelligence  of  Wenzel's  death  excited 
new  disti'ust.  On  the  nest  day  scenes  of  violence 
again  occurred. 

The  fui-y  of  the  populace  was  directed,  chiefly, 
against  those  churches  in  which  the  communion  of 
the  cup  was  not  allowed.^  The  organs  and  images 
were  broken  and  destroyed.  The  clergy,  apprehen- 
sive of  danger,  fled.  As  night  drew  on,  the  violence 
increased.  The  Carthusian  monastery  was  attacked, 
and  the  wine  found  there  was  freely  drunk,  until 
many  were  intoxicated.  The  monastery  itself  was 
plundered,  and  the  monks  within  were  borne  off  to 
the  council-house,  to  be  restrained  of  their  liberty, 
and  perhaps  otherwise  punished  for  having  consented 
to  the  death  of  Huss,  and  opposed  the  communion 
of  the  cap.  On  the  next  day  the  Carthusian  monas- 
tery was  taken  anew  by  assault,  and  burned,  leaving 
only  its  walls  standing.  The  tomb  of  Archbishop 
Albic,  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  was  broken 
open,  and  the  images  dashed  in  pieces.  The  commo- 
tion spread  to  the  neighboring  cities  and  villages. 
The  monastery  of  the  preaching  fiiars  at  Piska  was 
completely  sacked.  A  great  multitude,  drawn  from 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  assembled  on  a  moun- 
tain '^  near  Ladwy,  and  after  listening  to  various  ex- 
hortations to  love  God,  and  abide  by  the  truth,  and 
enjoying  the  communion  of  the  cup,  marched  in  pro- 
cession to  Prague,  and  were  hospitably  welcomed  by 
the  citizens.  Torches  were  carried  and  drums  beaten 
as  they  entered  the  gates,  and  the  multitude  took 
po^ession  of  the  Arabrosian  monastery,  where  they 

'  Diar.  Bel  Hns.,  HS.  '  Diar.  EeL  IIiis.,  146. 
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were  supplied  with  food  for  several  days  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city.  The  presence  of  the  multitude 
had  doubtless  been  sought,  and  it  contributed  effect- 
ually to  expedite  a  second  truce  between  the  two 
parties.  Upon  this,  the  strangers,  who  had  also  tried 
their  skill  at  image  breaking,  withdrew  from  Prague.* 

For  several  weeks  the  city  continued  quiet.  The 
queen,  however, — and  certain  barons  of  the  kingdom, 
the  principal  of  whom  were  Czenko  de  "Wartenberg, 
the  govemo!'  of  the  castle,  William  of  Hazmburgk, 
and  John  Chudoba,  availing  themselves  of  the  treas- 
ures which  Wenzel  left  behind  him, — called  in  the 
aid  of  the  German  forces,  and  began  to  act  upon  the 
aggressive.^  The  citizens  of  Prague,  asking  for  free- 
dom of  worship  only,  were  too  well  aware  of  the 
vengeance  which  had  been  provoked  by  the  violence 
of  some  among  them,  nor  did  they  fail  to  arm  them- 
selves against  the  enemy.  The  city  was  thus  in  a 
state  of  insurrection.  Its  inhabitants  felt  that,  with 
Sigismund  advancing  against  them,  there  could  be  no 
security  while  the  castle  held  out. 

In  these  circumstances  Ziaca  was  appealed  to.  The 
cause  in  many  respects  was  a  common  one,  and  he 
hastened  to  comply  with  the  summons.  Probably 
but  a  small  part  of  his  forces  accompanied  him.  The 
report  was  spread  in  Prague  that  his  enemies  were 
disputing  with  him  access  to  the  city.  The  great 
drums*  were  beaten.  Multitudes  obeyed  the  signal. 
The  forces  were  joined,  and  the  assault  commenced. 
At  first  the  royal  party  had  the  advantage.     They 

'  Dlar.  BeL  Has.,  146,  147.  '  iEneas  SyMus,  ch.  xizviii, 

"  Magwe  Companie  pro  coueursu  populi. 
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disputed  the  passage  of  the  bridge,  and  were  able  to 
do  it  by  the  strong  positions  which  they  held  in  the 
royal  castle,  the  archiepiscopal  palace,  and  the  house 
of  the  Duke  of  Saxony.  They  were  armed,  more- 
over, with  mortars,' — though  these  did  but  little  exe- 
cution, whether  from  want  of  skill  in  their  manage- 
ment, or  from  their  imperfect  structure.  The  passage 
to  the  Kleine-Seite,  (^pwrva/m  partam,')  though  hotly 
disputed,  was  at  length  secured  by  breaking  open  a 
gate  adjoining  the  house  of  the  Duke  of  Saxony, 
although  numbers  were  slain  on  both  sides.  The 
royal  party  at  once  commenced  their  retreat  to  the 
castle.  Horses,  arms,  and  various  spoils  left  behind 
them,  were  eagerly  seized  and  appropriated.* 

The  whole  night  long  the  uproar  continued.  The 
bells  were  rung  as  if  in  defiance,  and  in  order  to  con- 
tinue the  alarm.  At  midnight  the  queen  fled,  ac- 
companied by  but  a  small  number,  among  whom  was 
the  Baron  Ulric  de  Rosenberg.  There  was  great 
danger  that  the  castle  itself  would  be  forced  to  yield. 
During  the  night,  however,  the  invading  party  had 
largely  withdrawn  to  their  homes.  The  royalists 
improved  the  occasion,  and  sallying  forth,  from  the 
castle,  seized  upon  the  council-house  of  the  Kleine- 
Seite,  and  bearing  off  the  treasures  and  records,  set 
the  building  itself  on  fire.  The  flames  spread  to  the 
adjoining  houses,  which  were  rapidly  consumed. 

These  events  took  place  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  (Nov.  5,  1419).  The  attack  of  the  citizens 
was  not  resumed  till  a  late  honr  of  the  day.  The 
strength  of  each  party — one  favored  by  position,  and 

'  BombardiB.  '  Diar.  Bel.  Hua,,  148,  149. 
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the  otlier  by  numbers — was  nearly  equal,  Tlie  royal 
party  burned  several  houses  and  dwellings,  some  of 
tbem  of  great  value,  among  them  the  School  of  St. 
Nicholas.  They  bore  off  moreover  to  the  castle  a 
number  of  prisoners.  The  citizens  on  their  part 
plundered  and  sacked  the  archiepiscopal  palace 
and  other  buildings.  Thus  each  party  seemed  to 
aspire  to  exceed  the  other  in  vandalism.  Those  of 
the  castle  could  command,  from  their  high  position, 
an  extensive  view,  and,  among  other  means  of  offence, 
sought  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  provisions  within 
the  walls  of  the  city. 

Thus  the  contest  lingered  on  undecisive.  For 
several  days  there  were  frequent  skirmishes.  The 
citizens  were  reinforced  by  four  thousand  Taborites, 
who  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy  and  succeeded 
in  making  good  their  entrance  into  Prague,  where 
they  were  received  with  acclamation.  The  royalist 
party  saw  themselves  again  forced  to  offer  terins  of 
peace.  This  was  effected  by  the  promise  that  the  Bo- 
hemians should  be  allowed  the  communion  of  the  cup, 
and  that  the  law  of  God  and  the  tmth  of  the  gospel 
should  be  maintained  throughout  the  kingdom.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  citizens  bound  themselves  to 
refrain  from  any  further  violence  toward  the  churches, 
and  any  further  breaking  of  images.  The  Vissehrad 
also  was  to  be  no  further  molested.^  This  truce  was 
doubtless  unacceptable  to  Zisca,  who,  with  the  Ta- 
borites,  withdrew  at  once  from  the  city.  Subse- 
quent events  made  its  impolicy  manifest.  It  left 
their  enemies  a  stronghold,  from  which  they  could 
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at  their  pleasure  commeitee  to  act  upon  tlie  aggres- 
sive. 

Meamvliile  the  enemies  of  the  Taboiites,  who  had 
opposed  them  on  their  march  to  Prague,  had  not 
heen  idle.  They  were  encouraged  and  directed  ty 
the  emperor.  Led  on  by  Peter  von  Sternberg,  they 
had  begun  to  act  upon  the  offensive.  They  had 
assaulted  those  cities  which  had  contributed  men  to 
aid  the  citizens  of  Prague.  At  Ausch'  they  had 
taken  a  number  of  prisoners ;  but  when,  encouraged 
by  success,  they  had  ventured  an  attack  upon  the 
heights  of  Knin,  they  were  completely  routed.  As 
Zisca,  dissatisfied  with  the  results  at  Prague,  had  now 
rejoined  his  army,  the  enemy  were  constrained  to 
limit  their  operations  to  mere  sldrmishes  of  little 
importance. 

The  truce  agreed  upon  was  to  continue  from  Nov. 
12,  1419,  to  April  21,  1430.  It  was  destined,  how- 
ever, soon  to  be  broken.  The  Hu^ite  szealously  im- 
proved it,  while  it  lasted,  in  preaching,  communions, 
and  lamentations  over  the  death  of  Huss.  They 
were,  however,  subject  to  continual  molestations. 
Wherever  their  enemies  prevailed,  they  were  forced 
to  undergo  the  greatest  vexations  and  sufferings. 
Such  of  them  as  had  been  taken  captive,  were  treated 
with  great  harshness.  Some  were  cruelly  imprisoned, 
and  left  in  their  dungeons  to  endure  hunger  and 
thirat.  Some  were  sold  ^  for  money,  or  subjected  to 
every  species  of  abuse.  A  favorite  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  them  was  to  throw  them,  sometimes  alive,  and 
sometimes  after  being  beheaded,  into  deep  wells  or 

'  Frequently  written  AusEig.  "  Pescheok.,  i.  14. 
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pits,  a  barbarity  which  was  generally  practised  in  the 
night-time.  It  was  estimated  that  those  who  were 
thns  destroyed  amounted  to  the  number  of  sixteen 
hundred  persons.  But  such  inhuman  cruelty  was  as 
impolitic  as  it  was  inhuman.  It  only  tended  to  in- 
flame the  Hussites  to  indignation  and  vengeance.  In 
some  cases  it  forced  them  to  desperation.^ 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  the  commencement  of 
the  truce,  that  a  Hussite  priest,  John  Naakuasa,  en- 
gaged in  visiting  the  sick,  was  taken  on  the  highway 
near  Glatow.*  He  was  sold  for  a  large  sum  to  the 
Germans  of  Bavaria,  who  had  come  to  join  Baezlto 
in  his  assault  upon  that  place.  He  was  required  by 
them  to  abjure  the  doctrine  of  the  communion  of 
the  cup.  This  he  refused  to  do.  After  insults  and 
reproaches  had  been  exhausted  upon  him  in  vain,  he 
was  bound  to  a  tree  for  a  stake.  Cords  were  drawn 
through  his  hands  first  perforated  by  swords,  and 
thus  secured,  he  was  burned,  a  martyr  to  his  faith. 

At  about  the  same  time,  an  assault  was  made  upon 
a  neighboring  city  Gurim.  The  magistrates  and 
several  of  the  prominent  citizens,  among  whom  was 
John  Chodk,  (or  Chodek,)  a  foi-mer  officer  of  the 
king,  and  several  priests,  all  adherents  of  the  com- 
munion of  the  cup,  were  seized  and  borne  off  as 
captives.  They  wei-e  subjected  to  the  most  bitter 
wrongs  and  insults.  Blading  torches  were  thrown  at 
them,  and  they  were  cast  into  prison,  where  the  se- 
verity and  harshness  of  their  treatment  were  aggrar 
vated  by  their  being  bound  with  iron  chains  and 
fetters. 

'  Diar.  Bel.  Hua.,  151,  '  lb. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  a  question  arose 
demanding  a  practical  answer,  and  as  to  which  the 
minds  of  the  Bohemians  were  much  divided.  This 
was  in  regard  to  the  succession  of  Sigiamund  to  the 
vacant  throne.  His  complicity  in  the  death  of  Hiass 
had  alienated  from  him  the  good-will  of  a  large  part 
of  the  Bohemian  nation.  Some  of  the  Hussites  were 
altogether  in  favor  of  "having  no  king.  They  pre- 
ferred a  republic.  Among  th^se  Zisca  must  probably 
be  reckoned,  although  his  preferences  appear  to  have 
been  far  less  decided  than  those  of  many  of  his  com- 
patriots. 

When  the  emperor's  proclamation  was  published, 
summoning  the  states  to  meet  him  at  Beraun,^  (Dec. 
25,  1419,)  and  to  acknowledge  him  as  rightful  sov- 
ereign, some  were  for  compliance,  while  others  were 
for  treating  the  proclamation  and  summons  with  con- 
tempt. The  only  promise  which  Sigismund  had 
hitherto  made,  served  only  to  excite  distrust.  It  was 
an  evident  cover  for  duplicity.  He  declared  that  he 
would  govern  the  kingdom  as  it  bad  been  governed 
under  his  father  Charles  IV.^  What  did  this  mean? 
The  Hussites  had  then  no  existence  as  a  religious 
body.  Tbey  could  not  well  confide  in  a  promise 
which  simply  ignored  their  existence.     In  spite,  how- 

'L'Enfant  gives    BerauQ  as   the  place.    The  only  difScnlty  in  the -way 
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ever,  of  all  distmst,  tlie  citizens  of  Prague  were  pres- 
ent by  deputation  at  Beraun.  The  barons  of  the 
kingdom  of  Bohemia  and  the  march  of  Moravia,  as 
well  as  the  magistrates  of  the  royal  cities  and  the 
officials  of  the  kingdom  generally,  were  prKieut.  The 
Queen  Sophia,  the  legate  of  tbe  pope,  with  many 
princes  and  magistrates,  accompanied  the  emperor. 
The  embassy  from  Prague  reached  Beraun  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  December  ^  (1419).  They  entered 
the  city  with  sound  of  trumpets,  and  in  somewhat 
imposing  array.  The  emperor,  with  the  magnates  of 
his  court,  and  many  of  the  clergy  as  well  as  laity, 
witnessed  tlie  entrance  of  the  procession,  and  gazed 
witli  surprise  at  its  numbers  and  array.  It  was  hos- 
pitably I'eceived,  in  quarters  set  apart  specially  for 
its  entertainment.  Priests  from  Prague  accompanied 
it,  and  performed  tteir  favorite  rites  of  worship  free 
from  all  molestation.  The  priests  of  the  other  party 
refused,  however,  to  perform  any  of  the  sacred  offices 
pertaining  to  their  function,  while  the  citizens  of 
Prague  remained  within  the  walls.  Beraun  should 
suffer  for  permitting  the  entrance  of  the  heretics. 
Such  was  the  spirit  in  which  the  Hussites  were  still 
regarded.^ 

On  the  third  day  the  embassy  presented  itself 
before  the  emperor.  On  bended  knees  they  saluted 
him  in  the  name  of  their  city,  and  accepted  him  as 
their  hereditary  king  and  master.  Sigismund  up- 
braided them  with  great  severity,  and  imposed  the 
conditions  on  which  he  was  willing  to  receive  them 
into  favor.     His  feelings  toward  them  were  exceed- 

'  Gnerre  des  Hus.,  1  117.  '  Diar.  BeL  Has.,  163. 
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ingly  embittered.  The  conduct  of  the  clergy  and 
legates  of  the  papal  party  had  increased  his  exasper- 
ation. The  events  that  had  taken  place  at  Prague 
had  aggravated  his  purpose  of  vengeance,  and  the 
disappointments  which  he  had  elsewhere  experienced 
had  only  soured  his  spirit,  till  he  was  ready  to  sanc- 
tion any  measures,  however  atrocious,  that  might  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  subdue  his  rebellious  subjects. 
Several  weeks  before  the  meeting  of  this  convention 
at  Beraun,  he  had  written  to  the  magistrates  at 
Pragae  a  letter,  in  which,  forgetful  of  the  imperial 
dignity,  he  had  indulged  in  a  tone  of  sarcasm  which 
was  only  calculated  to  iriitate  rather  than  conciliate 
revolt.^ 

Addressing  the  magistrates,  he  says,  in  bitter 
irony,  "Especially  are  we  anxious  that  you  should 
not  give  up  your  "Wickliffite  sanctity.  Oh !  what 
pleasure  must  it  give  a  prince  to  have  so  large  a 
number  of  such  rulers  and  such  subjects !  He  will 
establish  his  throne,  and  his  glory  will  spread  from 
the  East  to  the  West.  Therefore,  most  dear  and 
loyal,  our  heart  is  cheered  to  learn  what  is  your  pru- 
dence, wisdom,  union  !  Indeed,  you  are  a  mirror  for 
other  lands,  the  light  of  the  ignorant  and  such  ^ 
wander  in  darkness,  and  the  council  of  Constance  is 
nothing  but  obscurity  compared  with  your  wisdom. 
Have  you  not  illuminated  Prague  and  all  Bohemia 

'  The  ftuthor  of  the  Diary  of  the  kingdom,  including  the  governors  of 
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by  the  fame  of  your  learning?  You  may  pass  for 
pope,  or  even  king,  since  you  are  so  wise."  The  em- 
peror then  reproaches  them  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  dealt  with  monasteries,  convents,  and  pai'- 
ishes  from  which  they  had  expelled  the  curates, 
because,  as  they  said,  they  would  not  receive  the  law 
of  God.  Their  treatment  of  the  senators  and  judges — - 
their  iconoclastic  propensities,  which  they  indulged 
by  breaking  to  pieces  the  images  of  the  saints  as 
useless  idols — their  disrespect  for  the  relics  of  the 
saints,  while  they  exalted  Huss  aad  Jerome  to  the 
rank  of  martyrs — their  refusal  to  bow  before  the 
host — their  neglect  of  the  festivals  of  the  saints — 
their  readiness  to  hear  preachers  of  both  sexes — are 
the  crimes  which  the  emperor  charges  upon  them. 
In  viewof  these,  he  asks,  "Who  can  suffice  to  chant 
your  praises,  if  you  are  every  day  to  make  new  prog- 
ress in  these  holy  innovations?  Certainly  the  kings 
and  princes  of  Christendom  have  admired,  now  do, 
and  ever  will  admire,  the  extraordinary  wisdom  that 
has  been  infused  into  you,  and  of  which  the  ancient 
fathers  knew  nothing.  Thus,  most  beloved,  if  in 
time  past  we  have  wntten  to  you  not  to  renounce 
the  obedience  of  the  Roman  church,  we  have  done 
it  through  ignorance,  unaware  of  your  exquisite  dis- 
cernment." He  then  ironically  praises  their  conduct 
on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Wenzel,  when,  armed 
with  various  weapons,  they  ran  through  the  city,  in 
cloisters,  churches,  and  chapels,  singing  their  fine 
funeral  songs.  "  It  only  remains,"  he  adds,  "  for  us 
urgently  to  beseech  you  to  associate  us  with  yowr 
college,  and  employ  all  your  means  to  fit  us  for  the 
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government  of  Bohemia.  But  do  not  go  about  to 
say,  as  in  the  gospel,  '  We  will  not  have  this  mao  to 
reign  over  us,'  or,  'This  is  the  heir — let  us  kill  him,' 
for  we  wish  to  profit  by  your  counsels,  and  to  be 
governed  by  your  lights." 

Such  a  letter  gave  little  assurance  of  favorable 
conditions  for  the  citizens  of  Prague.  Nothing  tut 
the  emperor's  weakness  forced  him  to  t-emponze. 
Yet  even  under  the  pressure  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected "by  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  evident  strength  of  the  Hussite  party,  the 
conditions  lie  imposed  were  sufficiently  onerous. 
They  were  such  as  might  most  effectually  promote 
any  measures  for  completely  subduing  and  suppress- 
ing the  Hussite  party.  The  citizens,  as  a  pledge  of 
their  aubmiasion  to  his  power  and  authority,  were  to 
remove  all  the  chains  from  the  streets  of  the  city,  as 
well  as  the  statues  which  they  had  set  up.  They 
were  to  level  and  destroy  all  the  entrenchments  and 
fortifications  which  had  been  constructed  since  the 
death  of  Wenzel,  for  the  siege  or  the  storming  of 
the  castle.  The  monks  and  priests  should  no  longer 
lie  molested  in  any  respect,  and  the  citizens  should 
make  all  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  emperor  himself.^ 

Not  content  with  this,  Sigismmid  deposed  from 
office  all  those  magistrates  who  adhered  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  cup,  substituting  in  their  place  such 
as  were  distinguished  for  having  opposed  this  inno- 
vation. Several  forts  and  strong  places  were  at  the 
saloe  time  to  be  given  into  the  hands  of  the  empe- 
ror, who  stationed  in  them  faithful  partisans.     Some 

'  Guerre  dea  Haa.,  L  117. 
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of  tliese  contained  large  treasures,  wliicli  were  after- 
ward employed  to  eustain  the  imperial  arms. 

After  little  more  tlian  a  week's  absence,  the  em- 
bassy of  the  citizens  returned  to  Prague^  (Jan.  4, 
1420.)  Hard  as  the  conditions  imposed  were,  and 
although  accompanied  by  the  act  that  substituted 
enemies  in  place  of  magistrates  of  their  own  choice, 
there  seemed  to  prevail  a  sincere  disposition  to  sub- 
mit to  Sigismund's  authority.  The  chains  and  stat- 
ues were  taken  down  from  the  streets  and  deposited 
in  the  council-house.  The  fortifications  erected 
against  the  castle  were  levelled,  even  amid  the  deri- 
sion of  the  Germans  of  the  garrison  and  the  royal 
party.  "  N"ow,"  cried  they,  as  they  saw  the  works 
demolished  by  the  hands  of  the  buUdera,— "  Now 
these  "Wickliffite  and  Hussite  heretics  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  we  shall  have  an  end  of  them."  At 
the  same  time  many  of  the  royal  party,  who  had 
fled  the  city,  returned.  Priests,  monks,  canons,  and 
common  people,  who  had  withdrawn  upon  the  vio- 
lence that  took  place  on  occasion  of  the  death  of 
"Wenzel,  boldly  appeared.  Proclamation  was  made 
through  the  city,  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  magis- 
trates, that  all  persons  who  had  left  the  city  might 
now  freely  and  safely  reoccupy  their  dwellings.  It 
was  forbidden,  morever,  to  offer  insult  to  priests  or 
monks,  as  had  been  the  practice  of  men  as  well  as 
boys,  when  any  passed  them  along  the  street. 

The  enemies  of  the  Hussites,  however,  showed  no 
disposition  to  relax  their  persecuting  spirit  and  zeal. 
On  the  ninth  of  Januaiy  (1420)  John  Chodk,  of 
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Gurim,  who  hsA  "been  taken  prisoner  some  weeks 
Ijefore  by  the  enemy,  and  who  had  hitherto  been 
kept  a  close  prisoner,  was  put  to  death.  He  admon- 
ished his  murdereiB  of  the  guilt  which  they  were 
committing  in  the  cruelties  which  they  practised 
upon  Christian  believers,  warning  them  to  repent  of 
these  and  their  other  sins.  He,  with  three  others, 
who  were  priests  of  the  Hussite  party,  was  thrown 
into  a  deep  well  (ad  fovemn  profundam  sen  8mh- 
tam.^  On  the  same  night  many  laymen  were  put 
to  death  in  a  similar  manner. ' 

But  the  emperor  himself  more  than  approved — he 
encouraged,  by  word  and  example,  this  persecuting 
and  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Hussites.  From  the 
conference  at  Beraun,  he  had  withdrawn  to  Breslau. 
Here  he  had  manifested  such  a  disposition  to  proceed 
against  the  followers  of  Huss,  as  to  destroy  the  last 
vestige  of  confidence  in  his  character  or  promise. 
He  could  not  have  pursued  a  course  more  directly 
calculated  to  defeat  his  own  projects.  The  Hussites 
were  already  divided  in  sentiment  upon  many  points. 
Some  of  them  up  to  this  time  had  been  in  favor  of 
Sigismund  for  king,  while  others  were  bitteriy  op- 
posed to  him,  and  preferred  a  republic,  or  at  least 
another  person  for  their  monarch.  Persecution,  too, 
had  had  its  usual  effect.  Many  had  become  wild 
enthusiasts.  Driven  to  desperation,  they  had  com- 
pared themselves  to  the  ancient  Israelites,  and,  as 
God's  chosen  people,  dealt  out  threatenings  and  de- 
nunciations against  their  foes  as  impious  Canaanites 
and.  heathen.     Political  and  religious  interests,  vari- 

'  Diar.  Bel.  Has.,  164,  X56. 
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ously  combined,  had  served  to  widen  the  divisions 
that  already  existed  in  the  views  and  sentiments  of 
such  as  "bore  the  common  name  of  Hnss.  The  three 
principal  parties  were  the  Catholics,  the  Utraquists 
or  Calixtines,  so  called  from  their  devotion  to  the 
communion  of  the  chalice  or  cup,  and  the  Tahorites. 
The  first  had  lost  much  of  their  influence,  or  had 
becx)me  merged  in»the  party  of  the  Calixtines.  These 
last  were  called  the  limping  Hussites,  hy  those  who 
were  more  radical  than  themselves  In  their  views  of 
reform.  And  yet  they  were  the  most  consistent  and 
intelligent  in  their  demands.  They  held  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  cup,  the  free  preaching  of  the  word 
of  God,  the  severe  repression  of  public  sins,  as  well 
of  clergy  as  of  laity,  and  the  wrong  of  allowing  to 
the  priests  landed  property,  or  a  share  in  the  civil 
administration.  The  Calixtines  were,  in  fact,  the 
moderate  or  conservative  party.  They  numbered 
among  them  the  most  influential  men  of  Bohemia, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  they  were  joined  by 
Archbishop  Conrad  himself. 

The  Taborites  were  so  called,  as  composing  mainly 
the  army  which  founded  the  city  of  Tabor,  of  which 
they  continued  to  retain  possession.  They  were  the 
soldiers  of  reform,  and  shared  a  deeper  enthusiasm 
in  the  cause  for  -which  they  bled,  than  their  more 
peaceful  brethren.  They  had  lost,  far  more  than  their 
compatriots,  all  regard  for  the  authority  of  popes, 
councils,  or  the  church  of  Rome,  They  rejected  al- 
together a  hierarchy  of  priests,  nor  would  they  allow 
any  mere  outward  symbol  or  external  ceremonial, 
as  a  spot  upon  the  purity  of  a  scriptural  worship. 
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Many  of  them  went  beyond  the  views  of  Hnss,  Je- 
rome, and  Jacobel,  whom  they  still  reverenced,  and 
rejected  entirely  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation. 
A  great  majority  of  the  Taborites  belonged  to  the 
lower  claasea,  and  some  of  them  were  excessively 
ignorant.  Some  doubtless,  in  rejecting  priestly  rule, 
gave  themselves  over  to  wholesale  license.  Contempt 
for  the  horrid  vices  and  cupidity  of  the  sacerdotal 
order  would  naturally  smooth  the  way  to  violence 
and  outrage,  especially  when  that  order  became  the 
aggressors.  la  this  terrible  reaction,  the  lower  and 
more  ignorant  class  would  act  a  prominent  part. 
Their  leaders  would  almost  insensibly  be  forced  to 
conform  to  their  tastes  and  yield  to  their  prejudices. 
These  were  the  men,  some  wild  and  raving  in  their 
vengeance,  some  more  scriptural  and  even  evangeli- 
cal in  their  sentiments,  who  composed  that  terrible 
force  that  supplied  Zkca  with  his  armies,  and  made 
the  name  of  Hussite  terrible  over  all  Europe.^ 

Among  the  Taborites,  and  enjoying  the  liberty 
which  they  aUowed,  were  mingled  persoi^  of  other 
sects  from  which  they  must  be  carefully  distinguish- 
ed. The  freedom  which  was  vindicated  in  Bohemia, 
drew  to  it  the  fcee-thinters  and  heretics  of  other 
lands.  Some  of  these  were  possessed  of  a  spirit,  and 
adopted  sentiments,  utterly  discordant  with  those 
of  the  Hxissites.  Among  them  were  the  Adamites,'' 
whose  views  of  clothing  much  resembled  those  of 
the  more  fanatical  of  the  early  Quakers,  who  expired 
themselves  half  naked  to  the  pubKc  gaze.  On  other 
points  they  rendered  themselves  still  more  obnoxious. 

'  War.  Bel,  Hus.  '  Mmaa  SyWns,  ch.  sK. 
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They  carried  tlie  doctrine  of  modem  free-love  to  a 
most  licentious  extreme.  Ttey  do  not  seem  at  any 
time  to  have  actually  united  themselves  with  the 
Tal)orites,  nor  do  their  views  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  latter.  Zisca  considered  them  so 
criminal  and  dangerous,  that  he  slew  and  extermi- 
nated them  almost  to  a  man. 

The  Tahorites  themselves  were  fanatical  mainly  in 
their  forced  interpretation  of  the  prophecies.  They 
made  abundant  use  of  the  obscurities  of  the  book 
of  Revelation,  yet,  like  some  of  the  preachers  of  the 
council  of  Constance,  applied  them  mainly  to  the 
harlotry  of  the  Roman  church.  They  held  and 
preached  the  speedy  coming  of  our  Lord,  t<o  judge 
and  to  punish  the  world.  The  destruction  of  Sodom 
was  a  favorite  figure,  with  them,  of  the  approaching 
judgment  of  the  nations.  They  went  so  far  as  to 
specify  the  cities  of  refuge — the  Zoar  of  the  purified 
church.  These  were  five  in  number — Pilsen,  Saatz, 
Launa,  Slany,  and  Laatowia.  The  first  of  these  they 
called  the  city  of  the  Sun,  and  to  it  was  conceded  a 
preeminence  above  the  others.^  The  preachers  of 
the  Taborites  scattered  through  Bohemia,  propagated 
their  peculiar  views  with  great  effect.  Multitudes 
sold  their  possessions,  no  longer  valuable  to  them, 
for  a  small  sum,  and  hastened  to  take  up  their  resi- 
dence in  the  five  cities  of  reiuge.  Letters  were 
written  and  dispersed  abroad,  in  which  the  doctrine 
of  the  coming  of  Christ  was  supported  by  prophecies 
ill  understood  and  falsely  applied.  Whole  families 
would  come,  bringing  the  proceeds  of  their  property 

'  Diar.  Bel.  Hus. 
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with  them,  to  swell  the  ninnhers  of  the  Tatorite 
hosts.  Their  money  was  freely  devoted  to  promote 
the  cause  which  they  had  espoused,  Nothing  coold 
have  been  more  favorable  to  the  plana  and  measures 
of  Zisca.  The  rants  of  his  army  were  kept  fall,  and 
he  was  carefal  to  train  it  to  the  mt^t  exact  discipline. 
The  enthusiasm  of  his  soldiers,  and  their  religious 
ardor,  fitted  them  to  follow  the  command  of  oue 
whose  genius  as  a  General  was  combined  with  a  de- 
votion that  made  him,  as  a  leader  of  armies,  the 
Cromwell  of  his  age. 

There  was  obvious  danger  of  a  serious  division 
among  the  Hussites,  some  favoring  the  Calixtines, 
some  joining  themselves  to  the  Taborites.  In  fact, 
so  strongly  had  the  prejudices  of  men  already  taken 
root,  that  strong  jealousies  and  rivalries  had  even 
now  sprung  up  at  Prague.  The  Calixtines  prevailed 
in  the  old  town,  and  the  Taborites  in  the  new— 
where  their  battles  had.  been  fought  and  their  victo- 
ries won.  For  twenty  years  there  was  a  state  of  ri- 
valry, sometimes  approaching  to  open  war,  between 
the  two  parts  of  the  city.  It  was  owing  to  this  fact 
undoubtedly  m  part,  and  the  consequent  jealousy 
produced  by  the  presence  of  Zisca,  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  making  a  longer  stay  when  he  marched 
at  different  times  to  the  relief  of  the  city.  The  folly 
of  Sigismund  was  manifest  in  adopting  measures  of 
severity  which  united,  even  temporarily,  the  discord- 
ant elements  of  opposition. 
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DEFEAT  AND  RETKEAT  OF  THE  EMPEROR, 
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luFBRiALiBTS.— John  EHASi.  — Nicholas  o?  Bethlehem.  — The  BnROOMASTEH 

OF   LbitmehITZ  and   His   CbURLTIES.  —  Twentt-FOUK    DKOWKED.—EEAITriOS   OF 

FsSLiHOAT  Pkagde.~Johh  Or  Zelew,  THE  Phemonstiiaijt  Monk,  — Cieculab 
Lettehs.  — Some  of  the  Taeobites  Leave  Pkaqub.  — Zisoa  a  Leader.  —  Bohe- 
mian Lbaghe.  —  PiLSEB  Held  be  Tadoeitks.  — Besieged  bt  the  Imperialists.— 
Abamdoned  BY  THE  Tabohites.  —  The  Laitek  Attacked  on  Tbeih  Rhtheat  to 
Tador.  —  Alarm  at  Peabck.  ~  John,  tee  PaKMOsaTRAKT  Monk.  —  Sioibmund  at 
Breslah.  — John  Krasa.  — Ths  Bull  of  Cedsadb.  — Its  Scope  and  Spihit.— 

iNCnLDENCES  PROMISED  IN  It.  — DaNQER  TO  THE  BOHEMIANS.—  POPULAR  FsELlNB 

Against  Sigismdnd.  — Hia  Directions  to  the  Hotal  Govbknors.  —  Success  of 
THE  League  AoAiKST  Hm.  — AnscH  Taken.  —  Hradisos  —  CmiflADE  Known  at 

PraODE.— ItlPEEIALISTS  FlEE   TO   THE  Castle.  —  AN                        CiTIZBNS.— 

MsASUREaTAKBN.  — AnUTOFSlGlSHCND.  — TheF  T           .— Visskh- 

ead  in  Danger,  —  FrFOHTs  of  the  Emperor  B            -Attack  on 

Tabor.  — Defeat  of  the  Imperialists.  —  Tee  T  hi        T             ant.  — The 

LoHnOFRoaENBERQ.  —  VOTICKANDHKfllMaCH   T    KF      — S  APPROACHES 

pRAnuE.  -  KHUS8INA  AND  HiS  HOREBITES.  —  De  IflMITN      ~  HiS  CRU- 

ELTIES.—ThE  MONASTERIES. —Si  GISMCKd'S  ArMT.— BOHEMIA  BETWEEN  THE  Two 

Contending  Parties,  —  Sigishund  Reaches  Prague, -Proceeds  to  the  Castle, 

—  Ckbnio.- The  Army  Encamps.  —  Cruelties  to  Bohemians. —The  Bsemi 
Ehpdlsed  from  the  Walls. —  ZiscA  Fortifies  the  Galgenbero. — la  Attacked 

Dissension  in  the  Imperial  Army,  -  Acts  of  Violence  and  Cruelty.  -  Scene 

AT  BUDWEIH.- CAMPOP  THE   luPERIALISTS  DESTROYED  BY  FiRE,  —  RETALIATION 

OF  THE  Taborites. —  Proposals  to  Negotiate.  — Favored  by  the  OALiiriNEa. 

—  Their  Motives.  —  Basis  of  Nebotiation.  —  Rejected  sr  Sigismund.  —  The 
Four  Abtioles  of  the  Caliitines.  —  Their  Apology.  —  Coronation  of  the 
Emperor, 

Jaw.  9,  1420-Jult  28,  1420. 

Ow  the  side  of  tlie  Calixtineg  was  ranged  the  larger 
portion  of  the  Bohemian  nobility.     Among  the  Ta- 
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borites,  the  common  people  almost  exclusively  were 
to  be  found.  The  former  inclinecl  to  accept  Sigis- 
mund  as  tbeir  king.  The  latter  preferred,  if  not  a 
republic,  at  least  some  other  monarch  than  the  em- 
peror. Had  the  two  parties  been  left  to  themselves, 
the  issue  might  have  been  somewhat  doubtful.  Bo- 
hemia might  have  shared  the  fate  of  England  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  for  Zisca  manifested  a  signal 
ability,  and  a  tact  for  managing  popular  enthusiasm 
and  religious  impulses  equal  to  that  of  the  Lord 
Protector  of  England,  But  the  folly  of  Sigismund 
only  tended  to  band  together  the  repugnant  ele- 
ments into  one  common  rebellion.  The  proceedings 
of  the  royal  party  had  already  alarmed  the  citizens 
of  Prague.  They  were  so  far  excited  by  their  fears, 
as  once  more  to  hty  aside  their  party  aversions  in 
presence  of  a  common  foe.  Zisca  was,  by  conceded 
ability,  if  not  by  general  consent,  acknowledged  as 
the  champion  of  the  nation,,  although  there  were 
some,  not  enough  perhaj^js  to  be  called  a  party,  who 
were  in  favor  of  placing  Nicholas  de  Hussinitz  upon 
the  throne. 

Mutual  animosities,  however,  were  for  the  time 
suppressed  by  the  cruel  policy  pursued  by  the  im- 
perialists. The  pretext  for  this  was  found  in  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Taborites.  The  latter  were  fierce  and 
relentless  in  the  vengeance  which  they  meted  out  to 
priests  and  monks.  Their  violence  at  Prague  was 
copied  throughout  Bohemia.  In  some  places  their 
devastations  were  terrible.  In  the  couree  of  a  few 
months,  several  hundred  monasteries  were  sacked 
and   burned.      In   Prague   alone,  during  the    year 
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1419,  forty  are  said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the 


But  the  imperialists  needed  no  example  from 
which  to  copy.  They  reduced  cruelty  to  an  art,  and 
practised  their  barbarities  on  system.  If  any  one 
was  found,  priest  or  layman,  young  or  old,  male  or 
female,  who  refused  to  abjure  the  doctrine  of  the 
cup,  the  fate  of  such  a  one  was  sealed.  No  pity 
was  shown,  and  no  entreaty  could  rescue  them  from 
the  flames,  drowning,  or  the  pits.  The  mines  of 
Cuttemberg  were  pestilent  with  the  stench  of  vic- 
tims. The  convention  at  Beraun  did  not  stay  the 
rage  of  the  imperialists,  who  seemed  to  regard  it  as 
merely  binding  their  enemies,  and  giving  them  over 
to  their  bands  in  unresisting  submission.  Some  of 
Sigismund's  letters  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Huss- 
ites,'and  betrayed  his  bitter  purpose  of  vengeance. 
To  Czenko  of  Wartemberg,  governor  of  the  royal 
castle,  he  wrote,- — "Exterminate  the  Horebites."  At 
Breslau,  the  Hussites  in  a  tumult  had  killed  a  magis- 
trate. Sigismund  took  ample  vengeance  by  putting 
twelve  of  them  to  death.* 

The  passions  of  the  Taborites  were  inflamed  almost 
to  madness  by  the  studied  cruelties  and  insults  to 
which  all  those  who  adhered  to  the  communion  of 
the  cup — whenever  occasion  offered — were  subjected. 
In  the  early  part  of  March,  John  Krasa,  a  merchant, 
or,  according  to  others,  a  Calixtine  priest  of  Prague, 
had  visited  Breslau  whither  Sigismund  had  with- 
drawn from  the  confei'ence  of  Beraun  on  matters  of 
business.     In   converaation,  he    happened  to  speak 

'  Guerre  des  Hue.,  104.    'lb.,  120.  jEneae  SyMus,  xxsir.   Qodoau,  juiiTii.  SO. 
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with  disapproval  of  the  burning  of  Hiiss,  and  in 
favor  of  the  practice  of  the  communion  of  the  cup. 
For  this  crime  he  wss  seized  and  thrown  into  prison. 
On  the  following  day,  Nicolas  of  Bethlehem,  who 
had  been  deputed  from  Pragae  to  the  emperor  to 
inform  him  that  he  would  be  recognized  as  king  of 
Bohemia  only  when  he  had  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  the  Calixtine  dogma,  was  also  seized  and  cast  into 
the  same  prison  with  Kraza.  The  indignation  of 
Sigismund  against  Nicolas  was  extreme.  He  was 
condemned  to  be  burned,  Krasa  cheered  him  in  the 
prison,  reminding  him  of  the  sufierings  of  the  old 
martyrs,  and  of  the  everlasting  joy  that  would  fol- 
low their  momentary  pains.  On  the  14th  of  March, 
1420,  Nicolas  was  led  out  to  die;  but  when  the 
ropes  were  fastened  to  his  feet  by  which  a  hoi'se 
was  to  drag  him  to  ihe  place  of  execution,  he  was 
seized  with  a  panic  fear,  and,  yielding  to  the  fair 
promises  of  the  legate,  who  was  then  present,  be 
reui^unced  the  doctrines  of  Huss.^  But  Krasa,  not- 
withi.  landing  the  fate  of  his  /iompanion,  and  the 
promit  ^s  and  terrors  by  which  it  was  attempted 
to  shake  his  own  constancy,  continued  Immovable. 
He  refused  all  the  terms  of  pardon  offered  him.  He 
was  then  slowly  dragged  through  the  streets.  The 
legate,  who  would  have  preferred  his  recantation  to 
his  execution,  followed  him,  several  times  ordering 
the  procession  to  halt,  and  exhorting  Krasa  to  re- 
cant and  save  bis  life.  But  his  steadfast  reply  was, 
"  I  am  ready  to  die  for  the  gospel  of  Jesus."  He 
was  already  half  dead  when  he  reached  the  place  of 

'  Pescheek's  Reformation  and  Anti-reformation  in  Bohemia,  i.  12. 
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execution,  where  he  was  devoted  to  the  flames.  It 
was  on  the  nest  day  that  the  papal  bull  of  escom- 
muDication  and  crusade  against  the  Bohemians  was 
published  from  the  pulpits,  and  placarded  on  the 
walls  of  the  churches. 

Every  where  the  most  barbarous  cruelties  were 
practised  against  the  followers  of  Huss.  A  price 
was  set  upon  the  heads  of  the  Taborites.'  For  a 
priest,  the  sum  paid  was'  five  guilders ;  for  a  layman, 
one.  The  most  hoirid  butcheries  were  the  result  of 
this  barbarous  measure. 

In  May  the  burgomaster  of  Leitmeritz,  Pichel  by 
name,  a  cruel  and  deceitful  wretch,  seized  in  one 
night  twenty-four  respectable  citizens,  among  whom 
was  his  own  son-in-law,  and  threw  them  into  a  deep 
dungeon  near  St.  Michael's  gate.^  When  they  were 
almost  inanimate  with  cold  and  hunger,  he  took 
them  out,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  imperial 
ofiicers,  and,  attended  by  a  guard,  pronounced  upon 
them  the  sentence  of  death.  They  were  then  chained, 
,  borne  in  wagons  to  the  banks  of  the  Elbe,  and 
thrown  into  the  river.  A  great  crowd,  embracing 
the' wives,  children,  and  friends  of  the  prisoners,  wit- 
nessed the  murderous  spectacle,  and  could  not  re- 
strain the  utterance  of  their  grief.  The  Burgomas- 
ter's daughter — his  only  child — east  herself  with 
clasped  hands  at  his  feet,  interceding  for  the  life  of 
her  husband.  "  Spare  your  tears,"  was  the  stern 
and  merciless  reply ;  "  you  know  not  what  you  desire. 
Can  you  not  have  a  better  husband  than  he  ? "  The 
father  was  inexorable,  and  the  daughter,  driven  to 
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desperation,  exclaimed,  "Father,  you  shall  aot  give 
me  in  marriage  again."  Smiting  her  breast,  and  tear- 
ing her  hair,  she  followed  her  husband  with  the  rest. 
The  victims,  as  they  were  cast  into  the  I'iver,  pro- 
tested their  innocence,  and,  bidding  their  friends 
farewell,  exhorted  them  to  constancy  and  obedience 
to  the  word  of  Gfod,  rather  than  the  commandments 
of  men.  They  then  prayed  for  their  enemies,  and 
commended  their  spirits,  to  Heaven.  With  their 
hands  and  feet  bound  together,  they  were  conveyed 
in  boats  to  the  middle  of  the  river  and  then  cast 
into  the  stream.  Lest  any  should  escape,  the  banks 
were  lined  with  executionera  armed  with  pikes,  who 
stood  i-eady  to  stab  and  force  back  any  that  floated 
toward  the  shore.  All  perished.  The  burgomaster's 
daughter,  after  a  vain  struggle  to  save  her  husband, 
perished  with  him.  The  next  day  both  were  found, 
clasped  in  one  another's  arms,  and  buried  in  the  same 
grave. 

Such  violence  produced  a  powerful  reaction.  At 
Prague  it  was  like  a  spark  falling  on  tinder.  The 
passions  of  the  Calixtines  as  well  as  the  Taborites  were 
inflamed  anew.  A  violent  leader,  John,  a  Preraon- 
strant  priest  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Mary,  formerly 
a  monk  of  Zelew,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
popular  movement.  He  harangued  the  citizens, 
taking  for  bis  text  the  barbarous  cruelty  of  the  im- 
perialists. He  pronounced  Sigismund  the  red  horee 
of  Apocalyptic  vision — the  sworn  enemy  of  the  cup 
— the  author  of  the  teiTible  excommunication  which 
had  overtaken  the  great  body  of  the  nation.^    "  Will 

'Kar.  B'i],  IIus.,  161. 
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he  treat  you  better,"  he  asked,  "than  he  has  those 
of  Breslao?" 

The  exciteraent  produced  was  intense.  The  pop- 
ulace swore  never  to  receive  Sigismund  as  their  king. 
Circular  letters  were  sent  out  to  the  several  cities 
which  the  convention  had  agreed  to  give  up  to  Sigis- 
mund, exhorting  them  never  to  admit  him  or  his 
forces,^  He  was  pronounced  an  enemy  of  the  Scla- 
vonian  language,  and  responsible  for  the  execution 
of  Huss.  He  wsis  charged  with  alienating  portions 
of  Bohemia  for  his  own  selfish  interests,  and  with 
laboring  for  the  excommunication  and  death  of  all 
the  Hassite  teachers,* 

In  such  circumstances,  any  further  attempt  to  ful- 
fil the  terms  of  the  convention  was  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected. Many  of  the  Taborites  of  Pragne,  apprehen- 
sive of  the  result  of  the  measure  agreed  upon  at 
Beraun,  had  already  left  the  city,  and  indignantly 
withdrawn  to  Tabor,  or  joined  the  forces  under  the 
command  of  John  of  Hussinitz.  Wherever  they 
went,  they  imparted  to  others  their  own  indignation, 
and  encouraged  an  open  violation  of  the  terms  of  the 
convention. 

Zisca  saw  no  prospect  of  peace  for  the  kingdom  if 
Sigismund  was  allowed  the  undisputed  succession  to 
the  crown.  With  several  Hussite  knights,  he  fore- 
swore obedience  to  a  man  who  had  allowed  his  safe- 
conduct  to  be  violated  with  impunity  in  the  case  of 
Huss,  and  who  already  was  appearing  at  the  head  of 
armies  to  subdue  the  kingdom,  and  trample  upon 
its   freedom   of  worship.      This  league,    thus    com- 

'  jEneas  Sylvius,  ch.  mix,  '  Guerre  i3es  Hus,,  1  120. 


dbyGoogle 


ZISCA    AT   PILSEN. 


meneed,  grew  rapidly.  Barons,  kuiglits,  aud  cities 
joined  it.  They  swore  never  to  receive  Sigismund 
as  their  king.  With  the  increasing  danger  from 
abroad,  the  prospects  of  a  fierce  resistance  from  the 
union  of  the  Hussites  against  the  emperor  brightened. 
His  own  cruelties,  and  the  perfidy  and  violence  of  the 
royal  party,  were  taking  efifect. 

The  Taborite  preachers  had  been  instrumental  in 
filling  the  five  "  cities  of  refuge,"  but  especially  Pil- 
sen,  full  to  overflowing.'  It  became  therefore  an  ob- 
ject for  the  enemy  to  gain  possession  of  it.  Indeed, 
it  had  been  pledged  to  the  emperor  by  the  terms 
agreed  upon  by  the  convention  ;  but  to  defeat  them 
in  this  purpose,  Zisca  threw  himself  with  his  forces 
into  the  place,  and  held  it  for  a  time,  refusing  all 
conditions  of  surrender.  He  declined  all  negotiation 
with  an  enemy  whom  he  dared  not  trust.  He  had 
with  him  in  the  city  several  eminent  barons  of  the 
kingdom ;  among  them  Brzenko  de  Sswihow  and 
Walkun  de  Adlar.  Of  the  party  opposed  to  the 
communion  of  the  cup,  many  were  driven  without 
the  walls.  Several  monasteries  and  palaces  adjoining 
the  city  were  destroyed,  at  the  instance  of  Wenzel  de 
Coranda,  one  of  the  Hussite  priests. 

But  Zisca  was  not  suffered  to  remain  unmolested. 
The  royal  party,  led  by  Bohwslaus  de  Swamberg, 
made  an  assault  with  a  view  to  recover  the  city.  He 
was  defeated  in  his  attempt,  and  put  to  flight,  though 
the  loss  was  considerable  upon  both  sides.^  But  the 
anxiety  of  the  queen  and  the  royal  party  to  regain 
the  place,  led  them  promptly  to  reinforce  the  ai-my 

'  Diar.  Bel,  Hus.,  155.     Guerre  des  Has.,  i.  119,         '  Diar.  Bel.  Hus.,  15(1. 
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of  the  siege.  tSkirmislies  between  the  hostile  armiea 
were  frequent,  and  the  captives  on  both  sides  were 
treated  with  great  cruelty. 

Unable  to  make  much  progress,  the  royal  party 
proposed  to  negotiate  for  the  evacuation  of  the  city 
by  the  Hussites.  The  latter  declined  all  terms  with 
a  party  in  whose  pledges  they  could  place  do  confi- 
dence. At  length,  urged  by  a  deputation  sent  to  them 
from  Prague,  who  still  wished  to  conciliate  the  em- 
peror by  surrendering  this  as  one  of  the  cities  claimed, 
they  consented  to  treat  for  an  evacuation  of  the 
place.  The  conditions  were,  that  the  city  should 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  the  communion  of  the  cup,  and 
that  such  as  wished  to  leave  the  city  might  with- 
draw unmolested  to  Hradisch,  with  their  wives  and 
children.  To  these  conditions  the  royal  party  obli- 
gated themselves,  under  severe  penalties.  But,  like 
the  members  of  the  council  of  Constance  in  the  case 
of  Huss,  they  seem  to  have  fully  imbibed  the  doe- 
trine  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics.  Seve- 
ral of  their  generals  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry  lay 
at  Pisek,  to  whom  information  of  the  capitulation  of 
the  city  was  dispatched,  with  directions  to  attack 
the  Hussites  on  their  mai'ch  to  Hradisch,  or  Tabor. 
The  necessary  march  of  twenty  miles  in  order  to 
reach  the  latter  place,  would  naturally  affoi'd  the 
enemy  many  opportunities  for  assaulting  them  by  a 
sudden  and  unexpected  attack. 

The  advice  was  not  neglected.  The  royal  party 
overtook  the  Hussites  near  Sudomertz,  and  a  battle 
was  there  fought.  The  Taborites,  destitute  of  cav- 
alry, were  in  danger  of  being  surrounded.     They 
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protected  their  flanks  by  drawing  their  baggage- 
wagons  iu  a  cirde  around  them,  and  thug  were  ena- 
bled for  several  hours  to  repel  assault.  The  enemy, 
foiled  in  their  pui-pose,  at  length  withdrew  from  the 
field,  bearing  off  thirty  of  the  Taborites  piisoners. 
The  army  of  Zisca,  leaving  its  wounded  to  the  care 
of  the  villagei-s,  resumed  its  march  unmolested  to 
Tabor,  where  they  received  a  hearty  welcome,  with 
rejoicings  over  their  escape.  The  battle  of  Sudo- 
mertz  was  fought  on  March  25,  1420. 

While  these  events  were  occurring  at  Pilsen,  af- 
fairs were  assuming  at  Prague  a  more  threatening 
aspect.  The  Hussites  became  alarmed  at  the  denun- 
ciations and  threats  of  the  royal  party.  Pilsen  had 
been  surrendered  at  their  suggestion,  partly,  doubt- 
less, in  order  to  fulfi]  their  promise  to  the  emperor, 
as  well  as  that  Zisca  might  be  left  free  to  march, 
when  necessity  should  require  it,  to  their  rescue. 
The  zeal  of  the  Hussite  preachers  was  enkindled  as 
their  fears  were  excited.  John,  the  Premonstrant 
priest,  distinguished  himself  by  his  fervid  declama- 
tions. Though  possessed  of  no  great  learning,  his 
eloquence  was  most  effective.  He  was  at  this  time 
expounding  the  revelation  of  St.  John,  and  took 
occasion  to  apply  its  predictions  to  the  events  of  the 
day.  He  was  especially  severe  upon  the  emperor — 
the  great  red,  dragon  of  the  Apocalyptic  vision. 
The  fact  that  he  had  allowed  his  courtiers  to 
wear  as  a  badge  upon  their  breasts  a  dragon  of 
gold,  made  the  application  more  striking.  The 
ardor  of  the  people  was  aroused  to  a  higher  pitch 
than  ever.    In  the  cause  which  they  had  < 
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many  of  tliem  were  ready  to  risk  at  once  property 
and  life. 

Other  causes,  however,  beside  the  fervid  eloquence 
of  their  preachers,  contributed  to  animate  the  spirit 
of  the  Hussites,  and  rouse  them  from  their  despond- 
ing submission  to  Sigismund  to  an  attitude  of  bold 
defiance.  The  emperor's  violence  at  Breslau  in  Silesia, 
whither  he  had  withdrawn  from  Eeraun,  was  a  great 
political  blunder  as  well  as  crime.  The  cruel  treats 
ment  of  Krasa  furnished  an  inexhaustible  theme  for 
fervid  declamation.  The  emperor  had  consented  to  his 
execution.  The  grounds  of  his  condemnation  were,^ 
"that  he  would  not  hold,  believe,  affirm,  and  approve 
the  following  articles:  that  the  council  of  Constance 
was  legitimately  congregated  in  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
that  whatsoever  the  aforesaid  council  enacted,  de- 
creed, and  defined,  was  just,  holy,  and  to  be  held 
by  all  Christian  believers,  under  pain  of  mortal  sin  ; 
that  in  whatever  it  reprobated  and  condemned,  it 
acted  justly,  holily,  and  well ;  that  the  afoi'esaid 
council,  in  condemning  John  Huss  to  a  most  croel 
death,  proceeded  in  accordance  with  justice  and  holi- 
ness ;  and  that  its  condemnation  of  the  communing 
of  the  people  under  both  kinds  was  just."  These 
articles  Krasa  refused  to  approve,  and  his  cruel  death 
renewed  and  aggravated  among  the  Hussites  the 
bitter  memories  of  Constance,  and  stimulated  the 
thirst  for  vengeance. 

This  execution  took  place  on  the  fifteenth  of  Mai'ch, 
1420.  On  the  seventeenth,  a  crusade  against  the 
Bohemians  who  favored  the  communion  of  the  cup 

'  Dlar.  BeL  Hub.,  168. 
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was  published  by  the  papal  legate.^  On  his  ill-suc- 
cess itl  attempting  to  bring  back  Bohemia  to  the 
obedience  of  the  pope,  he  had  withdrawn  to  Hun- 
gary, Soured  with  disappointment  and  disgust,  he 
declared  that  nothing  but  force  would  subdue  the 
spirit  of  the  rebels.  His  representations,  undoubt- 
edly enforced  by  Sigismund,  had  so  much  weight 
with  Martin  V.,  that  the  latter  was  induced  to  pro- 
claim throughout  Christendom  (March  1,  1420)  a 
crusade  against  the  heretics  of  Bohemia,^  They  were 
to  be  proceeded  against  as  "  rebels  against  the  Roman 
church,  and  as  heretics."  The  crusade  was  announced 
in  the  cathedral  of  Breslau,  at  the  preaching  of  the 
sermon,  while  the  emperor  was  present;  and  be  ex- 
erted himself  for  the  publication  of  the  bull  through- 
out the  whole  of  his  dominions. 

This  Bull  of  the  crusade  is  a  most  remarkable 
document  for  the  age  in  which  it  was  published.^  It 
shows  the  same  blind  zeal  and  persecuting  bigotry 
which  characterized  similar  measures  of  preceding 
centuries.  A  Christian  instead  of  a  Mohammedau 
people  were  now,  however,  the  objects  of  its  ven- 
geance— a  people  whose  great  heresy  was,  that  they 
made  the  word  God  their  supreme  authority,  and 
contended  for  the  institutions  of  the  gospel  in  their 
primitive  simplicity  and  integrity. 

The  pope  addresses  the  bull  "  To  the  venerable 
brethren,  patriarchs,  archbishops,  bishops;  to  his  be- 
loved children  the  administrators,  abbots,  priors,  and 
other  officers  of  churches  and  of  monasterie?!,  as  well 


dbyGoogle 


410  LIFE   AKD   TIMES   OP   JOHN   HUSS.         [Ch.  XIV. 

as  to  all  professing  the  Christian  reHgipii,  in  what  place 
soever,  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come."  After 
speaking  of  his  duty  and  anxiety  to  recover  the 
wandering  sheep  of  the  fold  of  that  Lord  of  all,  whose 
vicar  he  is  on  earth,  he  declares  his  purpose,  "  by  the 
cooperating  grace  of  God,"  to  restrain,  by  due  sever- 
ity, the  minds  of  those  who  had  cast  off  the  divine 
fear.  By  the  counsel  of  his  venerable  brethren,  the 
cardinals  of  the  holy  Roman  church,  he  had  I'csolved, 
"  by  the  treasures  of  the  mystic  dispensation,"  to  ex- 
cite the  soldiers  and  athletes  of  Christ  more  fervently 
to  puraue  this  object.  He  praises  the  celebrated 
faith  of  his  most  dearly  beloved  son  in  Christ,  the 
Emperor  Sigismund,  who,  as  it  were  by  a  divine  in- 
spiration, strove  with  great  effort,  and  at  great  cost, 
to  restoi'e  the  church  to  its  integrity.  The  zeal  of 
his  faith,  the  ardor  of  his  devotion,  the  gentleness  of 
his  compassion,  had  led  him  to  seek  the  wider  diffu- 
sion of  the  Christian  religion,  in  opposition  to, those 
reprobate  men  of  profane  malignity  and  iniquity,  the 
followers  of  Wickliffe  and  Huss,  as  well  as  others, 
the  eyes  of  whose  undei-standing  had  been  blinded; 
children  of  darkness,  who  by  their  superstitious  doc- 
trines and  crude  dogmas  would  put  the  Catholic 
church  under  restraint,  overthrow  the  orthodox  faith, 
and  'give  over  the  flock,  led  astray  by  error,  to  the 
bondage  of  hell.  These  men,  their  favorers,  abettors, 
and  defendera,  unless  they  give  up  their  errors,  and 
submit  themselves  to  the  traditions  of  the  holy  fa- 
thers, were  to  be  exterminated  from  among  the  faith- 
ful, and  the  deadly  virus  of  souls  was  to  be  eradicated 
even  by  the  destruction  of  the  body.     So  happy  a 
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consummation  is  earnestly  besought  by  the  emperor, 
of  the  pope  and  of  the  Catholic  church.  Extolling 
the  purpose  of  the  emperor  with  the  most  emphatic 
eulogy,  with  eyes  directed  to  heaven  in  prayer  for 
his  success,  he  exhorts  "  all  kings,  dukes,  margraves, 
princes,  barons,  counts,  lords,  captains,  magistrates, 
and  all  officials ;  states,  free  cities,  universities,  and 
villages,  by  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  their  most 
glorious  Redeemer,  and  in  hope  of  the  remission  of 
their  sins,  to  the  extermination  of  the  followers  of 
"Wickliffe,  Huss,  and  other  heretic,  with  their  favorers 
and  abettors;  and  to  this  end  they  should  mightily 
exert  themselves  in  whatever  should  be  necessary  to 
the  prosecution  of  this  work."  He  therefore  charges 
and  commands  all  ecclesiastical  officei's  to  whom  the 
bull  is  directed,  "  to  contribute  all  their  power  and  in- 
fluence to  promote  the  purpose  of  the  emperor,  even  to 
the  raising  and  equipping  of  armies,  if  they  are  called 
upon  to  do  it,  in  order  to  proceed  against  heretics  and 
all  who  favor  them."  They  were  to  act  as  valiant 
heralds,  lifting  their  voices  loud  in  all  states,  dioceses, 
and  regions  where  it  should  be  found  fit.  They  were 
to  select  such  persons  as  they  should  deem  proper,  to 
extend  the  proclamation  to  all  Christian  believers  as 
they  might  chance  to  be  met,  and  who  could  be  led 
to  volunteer  in  the  crusade.  These  were  to  be  al- 
lowed, by'the  apostolic  authority,  relaxation  for  a 
hundred  days  of  imposed  penance,  in  consideration 
of  their  enlistment.  By  the  preaching  of  the  word 
of  the  cross,  and  by  setting  forth  the  symbol  pub- 
licly, by  exhortations  and  fitting  admonitions,  they 
were  to  be  urged  to  put  forth  all  their  efforts  for  the 
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overthrow  of  the  heretics.  The  ecclesiastics  were 
themselves  to  bestow  the  cross  freely  open  those  who 
volunteered,  and  were  to  fasten  it  to  their  shouldera 
with  their  own  hands.  To  animate  them  to  greater 
fervor,  the  pope  himself,  "  by  the  mercy  of  Almighty 
God,  and  the  autboiity  of  the  holy  apostles  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  as  well  as  by  the  power  of  binding  and 
loosing  bestowed  by  God  upon  himself,  grants  to 
those  who  shall  enter  upon  the  crusade,  or  to  such 
even  as  should  die  upon  the  road,  plenary  pardoa  of 
their  sins,  if  repented  of  and  confessed,  and,  in  the  ret- 
ribution of  the  just,  eternal  salvation.  Such  as  could 
not  go  in  person,  but  contnbuted  to  the  cause  by 
sending  others,  and  equipping  them  according  to 
their  ability,  should  have  full  remission  of  their  sins. 
Even  such  as  had  laid  violent  hands  upon  the  clergy, 
or  had  been  guilty  of  arson  or  sacrilege,  might  hope 
to  fight  their  way  to  heaven  by  warring  against  the 
followers  of  Wickliffe  and  Huss."  The  ecclesiastics 
were  to  take  special  care  to  have  this  bull  circulated 
as  widely  as  possible. 

The  long  dreaded  blow  was  thus  struck  at  last. 
All  Christendom,  with  its  generals  and  armies,  was 
summoned  to  crash  out  the  heresies  of  men  whom 
the  council  chose  to  bum  rather  than  refute.  The 
affairs  of  the  Bohemians  presented  indeed  an  omi- 
nous aspect.  The  imperial  and  papal  powers  leagued 
together,  and  summoned  all  bearing  the  Christian 
name  to  aid  them  in  suppressing  and  exterminating 
a  people,  numbering  at  the  most  not  more  than  three 
or  four  millions,  who  were  at  the  same  time  beset  by 
domestic  foes,  and  who  were  far  from  unanimous 
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among  ttemselves  in  religions  and  political  views. 
Bnt  the  result  disappointed  all  human  expectations. 
The  forces  of  the  empire  dashed  and  shattered  them- 
selves against  the  invincible  resolution  and  desperate 
courage  of  a  band  of  men  sustained  by  religious 
enthusiasm,  and  conducted  by  able  generals. 

In  fact,  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  crusade, 
the  tide  had  begun  to  set  strongly  in  Bohemia  against 
the  pretensions  of  Sigismund,  He  had  himself  an- 
ticipated its  fuller  announcement,  by  an  edict  charac- 
terized by  cruelty  and  injustice.  He  sent  written 
orders  through  the  land  to  all  barons,  and  to  all  the 
magistrates,  to  the  chief  governor  of  the  nation, 
(Czenko,)  to  the  governors  of  royal  towns,  the  officers 
and  judges,  to  drive  out,  persecute,  and  as  far  as 
possible  utterly  exterminate  the  followers  of  Wick- 
liffe  and  Huss,  as  well  as  the  adierents  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  cup/ 

This  was  enough  to  satisfy  any  that  had  hitherto 
been  hesitating  and  doubtful  in  their  allegiance,  that 
Sigismund  was  the  last  man  that  should  be  allowed 
to  ascend  the  vacant  throne.  Zisca's  league  against 
him  grew  rapidly.  Zatec,  Slany,  Launy,  and  other 
cities  formed  mutual  alliance  to  resist  him.^  Multi- 
tudes, driven  to  desperation,  banded  themselves  to- 
gether for  security,  or  aggression  in  their  own  neigh- 
borhood. 

It  was  in  this  way  that  the  city  of  Ausch  was 
taken.  The  governors  had  driven  out  of  it  all  the 
Hu^ite  citizens.  A  band  of  men  composed  of  these, 
with  Taborites  and  rustics  from  the  villages,  and  led 

'  Diar.  BeL  Hus.,  167.  '  Guerre  dea  Una.,  i  123. 
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on  by  Zisca,  lay  hid  in  ambmh  in.  the  woods  for 
several  days  and  nights,  till,  aided  by  friends  -within 
the  walls,  they  seized  upon  an  occasion  when  the  city 
was  given  up  to  feasting  and  drunkenness,  and  were 
enabled  successfully  to  assault  it.  (Feb.  2,  1420.) 
Driving  out  their  enemies,  they  took  possession  of 
the  city,  and  were  at  once  rendered  secure  in  retain- 
ing it  by  the  crowd  of  their  friends  who  rushed 
thither  as  to  a  place  of  safety.  It  was  shortly  after 
this  that  the  fortified  town  of  Hradisch,  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Tabor,  fell  into  their  hands,  and 
was  delivered  over  into  the  charge  of  Procopiug  of 
Kamenitz,  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  Hassite  generals. 
On  the  destruction  of  Ausch  by  fire  shortly  after- 
ward, its  inhabitants  transferred  themselves  with 
their  wives  and  children  to  Hradisch  of  Tabor, 
whither  Zisca  and  his  forces  directed  their  steps  on 
withdrawing  from  Pilsen.^ 

But  at  Prague  the  announcement  of  the  crusade 
produced  a  most  marked  effect.  Men  could  not  but 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  what  that  terrible  word 
meant — with  its  signification  written  out  in  the  havoc 
and  carnage  of  past  centuries,  when  the  innocent 
and  guilty,  Catholic  and  heretic,  were  swept  indis- 
criminately to  one  common  doom.  Indecision  was 
allowable  no  longer.  Even  the  moderate  and  non- 
committal must  take  their  side,  and  choose  the  party 
by  which  they  would  abide.  The  enemies  of  the 
Hussites  were  full  of  exultation.  "  These  heretical 
wretches,"  said  they,  "  will  now  be  burned  at  last,  or 
they,  with  their  wives  and  children,  will  perish  by 
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tie  sword  of  tie  emperor.  Let  us  fiy  from  among 
item,  to  the  most  secm'e  places,  lest  we  misera]>ly 
perisli  along  witt  them,"  ^ 

This  was  a  wise  precaution.  There  was  certainly 
danger  of  indiscriminate  maasacre,  when  all  alike 
were  exposed  to  the  blind  fanaticism  of  a  eruaading 
army — at  least  judging  by  the  precedent  of  the  last 
crusade  against  the  Albigenses ;  and  however  consol- 
atory to  the  blind  actor  in  the  tragedy  it  might  be 
to  know  that  in  slaying  all  "  God  would  know  his 
own,"  it  did  not  present  to  the  one  in  danger  of  be- 
coming a  victim,  any  very  soothing  reflections.  The 
enemies  of  the  Hussites  in  Prague  were  able  fully 
to  appreciate  such  considerations  as  these,  and  fearful 
of  losing  life  and  property  together,  they  took  refage 
with  their  families  and  effects  in  the  castle  and  Yis- 
schrad.  Seven  hundred  of  the  wealthiest  citizens 
of  Old  Prague,  and  as  many  more  of  the  New  city — 
a  large  number  of  them  Germans,  and  cherishing  a 
.  national  hostility  against  the  Bohemians — were  re- 
ceived/within  the  fortified  d^trict,  on  condition  of 
obligating  themselves,  under  oath,  on  the  expiration 
of  the  truce,  (Apr.  23,)  to  render  their  assistance  in 
subduing  the  city,  and,  on  the  destiniction  or  extirpa- 
tion of  the  adherents  of  the  cup,  to  return  to  their 
dwellings.* 

The  citizens,  alarmed  at  the  intelligence  of  the 
crusade,  and  the  measures  and  vaunts  of  their  ene- 
mies, were  not  idle.  Incited  by  their  preachers,  and 
especially  by  John,  the  Premonstrant  monk,  of  whom 
mention  has  been  already  made,  they  assembled  at 
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the  council-liouse  of  the  Old  city  in  order  to  deliber- 
ate on  what  it  was  most  expedient  for  them  to  do. 
The  assembly  was  large,  and  their  priests  and  magis- 
trates were  present.  They  bound  themselves  together, 
in  a  covenant  or  league  of  mutual  defence,  against  all 
persons  whomsoever  who  should  presume  to  impugn 
the  communion  of  the  cup.  They  swore  to  be  faith- 
ful in  defence  of  the  truth,  and  the  oath  was  adminis- 
tered to  them  by  the  magistrates  who  still  I'emained 
in  office. 

Four  captains  were  elected  for  the  Old,  and  four 
for  the  New  city,  ^  to  whose  charge  the  keys  of  the 
council-house  and  gates  were  entrusted,  and  to  whom 
an  authority  was  committed,  limited  only  by  their 
discretion,  for  promoting  or  devising  measures  of 
defence.  Beside  these,  forty  persons  were  appointed 
from  the  Old,  and  forty  from  th^e  New  city,  who  were 
to  act  as  offieei-s  or  leaders,  upon  any  emergency 
that  might  arise.  After  drawing  up  in  a  public  act 
the  doings  of  their  assembly,  and  depositing  the 
written  document  in  safe  hands,  the  people  withdrew 
peaceably  to  their  dwellings.  Calixtine  and  Tabor- 
ite  were  ready  to  join  hands  in  a  league  of  mutual 
defence.  The  Old  city  and  the  New  forgot  temporar 
rily  their  aversioi^  and  united  to  resist  a  common 
foe. 

The  prospects  of  the  Hussites  were  dark  indeed. 
Sigismund  had  already  gathered  a  large  army,  con- 
stantly recruited  from  all  parts  of  the  empire.  It 
was  said  to  amount  from  140,000  to  150,000  men. 
He  moved  on  somewhat  slowly,  allowing  the  differ- 
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ent  reiuforcemente  to  ovei'take  liim,  and  endeavoring 
to  make  sure  of  tlie  fortified  places  whieh  lie  passed. 
Zisca  was  not  mmlindful  of  tlie  tlu'eatening  danger. 
He  saw  the  necessity  of  having  some  secure  place 
upon  which  he  might  fall  bafck  in  case  of  reverse. 
!None  appeared  more  favorable  for  his  project  than 
Tabor  iteelf.  Its  natural  position  was  such  as  to 
render  it  almost  impregnable  to  the  foe.  It  was 
almost  a  peninsula  in  shape,  bounded  on  one  side 
by  the  river  Luznice,  and  on  the  other  by  a  tribu- 
tary stream  of  deep  and  rapid  euri'ent.  The  place 
itself  was  lofty  and  precipitous.  It  was  girt  about 
by  steep  and  almost  inaccessible  rocks.  The  only 
passage  to  it  was  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  which  a 
few  valiant  men  could  make  a  fosse  of  Thermopylae. 
Even  this  was  defended  by  a  deep  fosse  which  Zisca 
caused  to  be  dug,  and  by  a  triple  wall,  of  such 
strength  as  to  defy  the  assault  of  the  most  powerful 
engines.  The  walls  were  protected  by  numerous 
towers  fitly  located,  and  means  of  defence  were  de- 
vised by  men  who  had  rendered  themselves  already 
masters  in  the  art  of  taking,  cities.  ^  Here  Zisca 
directed  his  followers  to  build  houses  on  the  place 
where  their  tents  stood,  and  at  once  the  camp  of  the 
Taborites  became  a  fortified  city. 

These  precautions  taken,  Zisca  listened  to  the  urgent 
request  of  the  citizens  of  Pi'ague  to  aid  them  in  the 
siege  of  the  royal  castle.  Leaving  Tabor  itself  to 
the  hazard  of  an  attack,  he  hastened  to  their  aid. 
The  Vissehrad  was  closely  besieged,  and  subjected 
to  great  extremity.     The  garrison  were  reduced  to 

Maeae  SyWuB,  eh.  xL 

TOi..n.  2? 


dbyGoogle 


418  LIFE   AICD   TIMES   OF   JOHN   HUSS.  [Ch.  XIV. 

tlie  necessity  of  subaisting  on  the  most  loathsome 
food.  Dogs,  cats,  and  rats  were  ravenously  devoured. 
At  last  the  garrison  agi'eed  to  suri'ender  unless  they 
were  relieved  by  the  emperor  within  fifteen  days. 

Meanwhile,  the  emperor  was  malsiiig  his  way  to 
Prague.  Czenko  had  sent  him  word  of  the  danger 
to  which  the  Vissehrad  was  exposed.  He  despatched 
at  once  a  force  of  cavalry,  in  order  to  raise  the  siege. 
Nor  did  he  neglect  othei'  means  for  the  rehef  of  hia 
friends  at  Pi'ague.  In  order  to  draw  off  a  portion  of 
the  besieging  army,  an  attack  upon  Tabor  was  re- 
solved upon.  The  Lord  of  Koaeuberg,  who  had  em- 
braced the  party  of  the  Hussites,  but  who  was  now 
inspired  by  terror  at  the  report  of  the  invading 
army,  was  willing  to  make  his  peace  with  the  empe- 
ror by  turning  his  arms  against  his  late  allies.  In 
proof  of  his  sincerity,  he  prohibited,  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, the  communion  of  the  cup,  and  declared  his 
readiness  to  assist  the  emperor  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  To  him,  therefore,  the  attack  upon  Tabor 
was  entrusted.  The  occasion  was  the  most  favorable, 
while  so  many  of  ilp  inhabitants  were  absent  at 
Prague.  Accompanied  by  a  powerful  force,  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  assault. 

But  intelligence  of  his  movements  was  communi- 
cated to  Zisea,  who  at  once  despatched  a  force  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  under  Nicholas  de 
Hussinitz,  to  the  relief  of  Tabor.  This  force  left 
Prague  on  the  night  of  June  25,  (1420.)  Oq  the 
thirtieth  of  the  month  a  severe  and  decisive  battle 
was  fought.  The  Taborites  came  down  from  the 
mountain,  and  made  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  on 


dbyGoogle 


Cii-  XIV.]  IJIPERIALKTS   DEFEATED.  419 

one  side,  while  Nieliolas  de  Hussioitz,  of  whose  com- 
ing the  Taborites  had  been  made  aware,  assaulted 
them  upon  the  other.  The  terror  of  the  enemy  was 
such  that,  after  standing  their  ground  for  a  short 
time,  they  turned  and  fled.  Never  was  there  a  more 
signal  rout.  The  imperial  forces  outnumbered  those 
of  the  Taborites,  it  is  said,^  twenty  to  one.  They 
were  pursued  in  their  flight,  and  large  numbera  were 
slain  or  taken  captive.  An  immense  booty  was  left 
behind.  Gold  and  silver  goblets,  ornaments  and 
vestures  of  the  most  costly  kind,  warlike  weapons 
and  engines,  provisions  for  the  sustenance  of  the 
army,  in  great  abundance  and  variety,  rewarded  the 
valor  of  the  Taboiites,  Songs  of  thanksgiving  to 
the  God  who  had  given  them  the  victory,  succeeded 
to  the  clash  of  resounding  arms,  and  the  conquering 
host,  laden  with  spoil,  exulted,  as  they  retraced  their 
steps,  over  the  enemies  of  their  faith. 

The  result  of  this  attack  was  sadly  ominous  of  the 
fate  of  the  whole  campaign.  The  Lord  of  Rosen- 
berg was  stungwith  shame  at  his  ignominious  defeat- 
In  his  resentment  he  sought  to  wreak  a  weak  and 
unmanly  vengeance  upon  the  adherents  of  the  cup. 
He  hunted  them  out  wherever  they  could  be  found, 
took  them  captive,  and,  shutting  them  up  in  prison, 
vainly  endeavored  to  force  them  to  abjure  the  doc- 
trine which  he  himself  had  once  avowed.  Several 
of  his  castles  were  filled  with  these  unfortunate  men. 
Most  of  them  were  subjected  to  the  severest  and  harsh- 
est treatment  for  many  months.  Some  of  them  were 
put  to  death.     But  the  Hussites  did  not  forget  the 
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traitor.  Tliey  exactei]  a  severe  penalty  for  bis  treason 
and  his  cruelty,  in  the  ravage  of  his  estates. 

Other  victories  were  won  by  the  Hussites.  At 
Voticz,  between  Tabor  and  Prague,  a  battle  was 
fought,  in  which  an  imperial  army  of  four  thousand 
cavalry  was  routed/  The  walled  town  of  Hradisch 
had  been  taken  by  aui-prise,  A  band  of  rustics  and 
colliera,  led  by  three  zealous  Hussites,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  priest  who  encouraged  them,  secured 
possession  of  it  on  the  night  of  June  25.  The  ene- 
mies of  the  communion  of  the  cup  were  driven  out 
of  the  city,  of  which  the  Hussites  maintained  pos- 
session, forming  themselves  at  the  same  time  into  a 
military  organization,  and  choosing  themselves  leaders. 

The  fail  of  Hradisch  was  a  sore  blow  to  the  im- 
perial cause.  Sigismund  sent  at  once  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  to  retake  the  place.  These  were 
composed  of  the  elite  of  his  army.  But  they  did 
not  choose  to  make  any  assault.  They  contented 
themselves  with  seeking  to  regain  the  city  under 
false  pretences  of  negotiations;  but  the  Hussites  were 
not  to  be  duped  by  them,  and  they  were  forced  to 
return  without  accomplishing  their  object. 

But  all  eyes  were  now  directed  anxiously  toward 
Prague.  As  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  its  posses- 
sion was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  each  party. 
On  the  twelfth  of  June  the  news  arrived  that  the 
emperor  was  on  his  march,  accompanied  with  an 
overwhelming  force  of  more  than  100,000  men.  The 
citizens  of  Prague  pressed  the  siege  of  the  Vissehrad, 
and    endeavored  to  increase    the    number  of  their 
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allies.  Among  these  came  I-Iinko  Kriissina,  with  Ms 
Horebites.^  '(.These  were  the  most  fierce  and  cruel  of 
all  the  Hussite  forces.  They  breathed  veugeimce 
agaiust  all  priests  and  monks,  and  seemed  to  find 
no  satisfaction  equal  to  that  of  torturing,  mangling, 
insulting,  and  murdering  them.  Merciless  as  they 
were  desperate,  Prague  needed  them,  with  all  their 
fanatic  thirst  of  blood,  to  defend  her  against  the 
hosts  of  the  crusading  army.  They  were  received 
with  congratulations  and  shouts  of  welcome.  Krus- 
sina  was  made  one  of  the  chief  commaudei's  of  the 
city. 

The  emperor  had  sent  forward  a  body  of  eleven 
thousand  men  to  the  relief  of  his  party  in  Prague. 
He  stopped  himself  for  a  short  time  at  Koniggratz,* 
where  he  had  met  a  friendly  reception,  and  sent  an 
embassy  to  Prague,  reminding  the  city  of  its  promise 
of  fealty,  and  requiring  it  to  keep  its  word.  He  de- 
manded that  the  citizens  should  give  up  their  arms, 
and  deposit  them  in  the  Vi^ehrad. 

This  message  was  delivered  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June,  the  emperor  meanwhile  resuming  his  march, 
and  advancing  toward  Prague.  His  conduct  was 
marked  by  a  vindictive  cruelty.  Under  pretence  of 
retaliation,  he  drowned  twenty-four  Hussites  in  the 
Elbe.^  The  monasteries  fared  little  better  in  his 
hands  than  in  those  of  Zisca.  He  plundered  them  to 
pay  his  troops.  Some  of  them  were  immensely 
wealthy,  and  invited  spoliation.  The  Hussites  might 
rob  them   as  enemies,  but  it  was   bard  that  they 
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should  experience  the  same  fate  from  the  hands  of 
one  who  came  as  their  avenger.  Yet  the  pillage  of 
churches  and  convents  was  the  resource  of  both 
parties,  and  the  immense  wealth  of  the  chtirch  fur- 
nished fuel  for  the  Are  that  consumed  it. 

The  number  of  monasteries  destroyed  by  Zisca 
has  been  reckoned  by  historians  at  more  than  five 
hundred.^  None  had  manifested  a  more  bigoted 
hostility  to  reform  and  to  the  communion  of  the 
cup,  no  class  had  become  more  corrupt,  and  none 
could  be  more  properly  regarded  as  implicated  in 
compassing  the  death  of  Huss,  by  invective  and  false 
accusation,  than  the  monks ;  and  Zisca's  memory  treas- 
ured the  affront  that  had  been  offered  to  his  own 
sister — an  affront  to  be  expiated  by  blood  aione. 
His  vengeance  was  terrible.  By  flying  marches  he 
swept  the  country,  and  spread  on  every  side  the 
terror  of  hia  name.  Convents  and  monasteries  were 
sacked  and  burned,  sometimes  with  all  who  resided 
within  the  walls.  Krusslna,  with  his  Horebites,  did 
not  yield  to  Zisca  in  the  promptitude  and  energy  of 
a  cruel  vengeance.  The  Cistercian  monastery  of 
Graditz  fell  into  their  hands,  and  was  utterly  de- 
stroyed. The  monastery  of  Cromau  was  possessed  of 
such  wealth  and  splendor  as  to  be  an  object  of 
attractive  curiosity  to  travellers.  They  turned  aside 
to  behold  it.  The  Taborites  paid  it  a  visit — curious 
also  in  their  way  to  see  what  it  contained — and  only 
its  ruins  were  left  to  invite  the  curiosity  of  the  pil- 
grim. At  Prague,  the  Cistercian  monastery  of  the 
royal  court  was  doomed  to  a  similar  fate.     One  of  its 
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inmates,  James,  a  scholastic  of  wonderful  eloquence, 
and  former  rector  of  the  univei'sity,  was  spared  by 
Zisca  only  at  the  earn^t  intercession  of  the  senate. 
Truly  it  might  be  still  said,  as  it  had  been  months 
before,  that  "  the  cart  di'ew  the  horse."  Laws  were 
silent  in  the  midst  of  arms.  Zisca  was  the  dictator 
of  Prague. 

The  emperor's  army  in  all  recklessness  and  cruelty 
was  fully  equal  to  that  of  Zisca.  It  was  only  infe- 
rior in  strong  religions  conviction,  fanatic  feeling, 
and  desperate  courage.  It  was  a  conglomerate  of 
all  the  refuse  of  Chnstendom,  though  led  by  kings, 
margraves,  dukes,  barons,  princes,  and  knights,  and 
accompanied  by  archbishops,  bishops,  doctors,  pre- 
lates, and  a  host  of  ecclesiastics.  Some  twenty  years 
before.  Cardinal  D'Ailly  had  expressed  his  wish  that 
the  pope  would  proclaim  a  crusade  as  a  means  of 
drawing  off  the  festering  masses  of  corruption,  and 
relieving  the  church  by  the  Sangrado  prescriptioa 
of  letting  of  blood.  His  wish  was  now  realized. 
"With  all  the  splendor  of  the  empire,  the  scum  of  the 
nations  accompanied  and  mainly  composed  the  im- 
perial armies.  Almost  every  tribe  and  nation  of 
Europe  was  represented  in  the  motley  host.  ^  Bohe- 
mians and  Moldavians  in  arms  against  their  country- 
men, Hungarians  and  Groatians,  Dalmatians  and 
Bulgarians,  Wallachians  and  Servians,  Sclavonians 
and  Thuringians,  Bavarians  and  Austrians,  met  in 

'  Ibi   diverBuruTU    nationum    fuere  Auatrales,  FraDci,  Franoones,  Angli, 
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the  same  host  with  inhabitants  of  England,  France, 
Brabant,  Weatpbalia,  Holland,  Switzei'land,  Aragon, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Poland,  and  Italy.  The  East  and 
"West  joined  hands  for  the  plunder  and  the  vengeance 
of  a  crusade.  There  was  a  Babel  of  nations  and  of 
tongues.  If  the  couDcil  of  Constance  could  claim  to 
be  (Ecumenical,  much  more  might  Sigismund's  army. 
Such  was  the  host  which  had  been  marshalled  to 
maintain  the  cause  of  the  papacy,  and  put  down  a 
cause  that  vainly  had  challenged  the  council  to  con- 
fute it  from  senpture.  How  well  it  performed  its 
task  thd  sequel  will  show. 

Bohemia  presented,  certainly,  between  the  two 
contending  parties,  a  strange  picture  of  anarchy, 
rapine,  cruelty,  and  sacrilege.  Here  we  shall  find 
the  tombs  of  kings  profaned,  their  dust  no  longer 
protected  by  coffins,  the  golden  plates  of  which  could 
pay  the  wages  of  a  ruffian  soldiery.  There  the  frag- 
ments of  marble  altars,  and  pavements  on  which  the 
knees  of  devout  pilgrims  had  rested,  are  used  to 
charge  the  catapults  ©f  the  invading  host.  The  car- 
casses of  the  slain  putrefy  and  poison  the  air,  or  are 
flung  piecemeal  into  besieged  towns,  tUl  pestilence 
helps  famine  to  do  its  work.  Indiscriminate  mas- 
sacre involves  the  innocent  and  guilty,  friend  and 
foe,  in  one  common  doom.  Retaliation  and  ven- 
geance, sometimes,  though  rarely,-  conducted  under 
legal  forms,  supply  each  party  with  its  hosts  of  mar- 
tyrs. "  Dreadful  traditions  have  perpetuated  the 
memory  of  so  many  frightful  scenes:  near  Toplitz,  it 
was  said,  might  be  seen  a  pear-tree,  which  blossomed 
every  year,  and  never  yielded  fruit — a  tree  accursed 
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from  the  streams  of  blood  that  had  saturated  its 
roots.  At  Commotan,  near  a  church  where  thou- 
sands of  victims  perished,  slaughtered  "by  Zisca,  it 
was  asserted  that  the  soil  was  fonned  of  the  remains 
of  bones,  and  that  at  whatever  depth  search  was 
made,  nothing  could  be  found  but  human  teeth."  ^ 

Sig^mund  himself  acted  as  if  he  considered  Bo- 
hemia a  land  doomed  and  accursed.  The  progress 
of  his  march  was  signalized  by  new  atrocities,  and 
deeds  of  reckless  cruelty.  He,  as  well  as  Zisca, 
would  inspire  terror.  But  in  his  case  the  project 
failed.  There  was  alarm,  but  there  was  resentment 
and  desperation  also.  The  soldiei-s  of  Zisca  were 
ready  to  be  martyrs.  The  soldiers  of  Sigismund 
showed  but  a  feeble  faith,  and  a  weak  desire  for  that 
eternal  glory  awarded  to  those  that  fell,  by  the  bull 
of  the  pope.  The  heterogeneous  mass  of  plunderers 
and  robbers  lacked  the  spirit  that  animated  the  ter- 
rible soldiers  who  took  the  cup  for  a  banner. 

It  was  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  that  the  emperor 
with  the  body  of  his  array  approached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Prague.*  He  was  fortunate  in  finding 
any  part  of  the  city  still  retaining  its  allegiance. 
Czenko,  by  a  double  treason — or  perhaps,  and  more 
probably,  by  stratagem — had  preserved  for  him  the 
castle  of  Wenzel.  He  had  pretended  to  surrender 
it  to  the  demands  of  the  citizens  who  closely  besieged 
it,  a.od  who  ofi^ered  him  his  choice,  to  proclaim  the 
freedom  of  the  communion  of  the  cup,  or  withdraw 
from  the  castle.  He  assumed  to  yield  to  the  last 
demand,  and,  it  was  said,  withdrew  with  a  lai'ge  treas- 

'Bonneohose.  '  Guerre  dea  Hus.,  i.  128. 
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ure  to  his  own  chateau.  He  had  however  secretly 
mformed  the  emperor  of  the  step  which  he  had 
taken,  ur^ng  his  speedy  advance,  and  by  his  conniv- 
ance or  treachery  the  castle  was  still  held  ;  or,  if  it 
had  been  surrendered,  was  regained  for  the  emperor. 
The  first  step  therefore  of  the  latter  was,  if  possible, 
to  raise  the  siege  of  the  Vissehrad.  A  single  day 
only  remained  for  the  term  of  its  surrender  to  ex- 
pire. The  approach  of  the  imperial  army  to  its  re- 
lief was ,  announced  by  drums  and  trumpets  and 
bells,  while  strains  of  martial  music  mingled  with 
the  hymns  and  songs  of  the  clergy,  as  they  accom- 
panied the  emperor  in  grand  procession  to  the  royal 
castle.^  The  army  itself  encamped  on  the  wide 
plain  about  Bruska  and  Owenecz,  ready  to  commence 
the  siege  of  the  city.  Its  numbers,  if  not  its  strength, 
received  continually  new  accessions,  till  the  pride  of 
superiority,  and  the  taunts  of  bigotry,  found  vent  in 
insults  that  would  more  wisely  have  been  reserved 
for  a  vanquished  foe. 

From  day  to  day  the  soldiers  of  the  imperial  army, 
from  a  height  on  the  bank  of  the  river  overlooking 
the  city,  and  ov.er  against  the  Monastery  of  the  Holy 
Cross  and  the  Church  of  St.  Valentine,  uttered  their 
howls  and  barkings  like  dogs,  accompanied  by  sneei's 
and  taunting  words,  and  cries  of  "  Huss,  IIuss !  Here- 
tic, Heretic  !  "  ^  If  a  Bohemian  fell  into  their  hands, 
unless  speedily  rescued  by  parties  of  his  friends  who 
still  maintained  themselves  in  roving  about  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  imperial  army,  he  was  mercilessly 
burned,  without  regard  to  the  fact  of  his  favoring 

'  Diar.  BeL  Hus.,  160.  '  lb.,  168. 
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the  doctiine  of  the  communion  of  the  cup.  His 
nationality  was  accounted  a  sufficient  crime.  Skir- 
mishes were  of  frequent  occurrence.  Small  bands 
of  Taborites,  issuing  from  the  city,  would  sometimes 
rout  great  nnmbers  of  the  foe.  With  their  favorite 
weapon,  an  iron  flail,  they  threshed  down  the  invad- 
ers, armed  in  all  the  pride  and  pomp  of  war.  The 
enemy  attempted  to  take  or  burn  the  machines  by 
which  the  citizens  hurled  masses  of  stone  upon  those 
who  approached  the  walls,  bat  all  their  attempts 
were  vain.  They  were  repulsed  with  loss  upon  all 
occasions. 

Sigismund  soon  perceived  that  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  city,  the  only  method  which  promised  suc- 
cess was  to  starve  it  to  suiTender,  For  this  purpose 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  occupy  some  position 
which  would  command  the  Moldau,  by  which  pi'o- 
visions  were  still  brought  into  the  city.  He  deter- 
mined therefore  to  take  possession  with  a  strong 
force  of  the  high  steep  hill  Witkow,  or  Galgen- 
berg,^  (Gibbet-hill,)  as  it  is  called,  Zisca  had  either 
had  some  intimation  of  his  purpose,  or  discerned  the 
danger  to  which  the  city  was  evidently  exposed. 
Sigismund  in  possession  of  Witkow  would  moreover 
be  able  to  invest  Prague  upon  three  sides  at  once. 

Anticipating  his  movements,  the  Hussite  general 
promptly  seized  upon  the  height,  and  fortified  it,  by 
wooden  entrenchments,  a  fosse,  and  walls  of  stone 
and  earth.*  The  extreme  promptitude  with  which 
Zisca  acted,  prevented  any  measures  of  opposition 
from  the  imperial  forces  being  taken   till   his   en- 

'  Godeau,  issvii.  BB.  '  Guerre  des  Hue.,  i.  129, 
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trencliraents  were  nearly  eoiiijrilete.  An  assault  was 
made  upon  the  city,  (July  13,)  in  wblcli  tlie  citizens, 
although  they  repulsed  the  eneray,  suffered  some 
loss.  But  on  the  nest  day  (July  14)  preparations 
were  made  for  an  attack  upon  the  Galgenberg,  which 
it  was  determined  to  carry  by  storm.  The  city, 
moreover,  was  to  be  assaulted  at  the  same  time  from 
three  different  directions,  mainly  with  the  purpose 
of  rendering  any  measure  of  sending  aid  from  the 
city  to  Zisca  impi'acticable.  From  the  castle  it  was 
ordered  that  there  should  be  a  sortie  against  the 
palace  of  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  which  the  citizens 
had  strongly  fortified,  and  16,000  men  were  detailed 
for  this  purpose.  From  the  Vissehrad  a  like  sortie 
was  to  be  made  against  the  New  city,  while  from  the 
plain  on  which  the  army  lay  encamped,  a  force  was 
to  march  to  the  assault  of  the  Old  city. 

While  these  aiTangements  were  taking  effect,  eight 
thousand  calvary  of  Misnia,  led  by  their  margi-ave, 
and  strengthened  by  a  large  force  from  the  imperial 
army,  marched  to  storm  the  Galgenberg.  They  ascend- 
ed the  hill  at  quick  step  and  with  sound  of  trumpets, 
and  took  possession  of  some  of  the  advanced  works. 
A  defensive  roofed  tower  was  taken,  which  was  aban- 
doned by  all  but  twenty-six  men  and  three  women, 
who  emulated  one  another  in  the  courage  and  energy 
with  which  for  a  time  they  repelled  the  assailants. 
They  defended  themselves  with  stones  and  pikes. 
One  of  the  women,  though  herself  destitute  of  defen- 
sive armor,  encouraged  her  associates  by  refusing 
to  fly,  and  exhorting  them  not  t«  yield.  "  A  Chris- 
tian believer,"  she  said,  "  ought  not  to  give  ground 
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to  Anticlirist."  She  fell  fighting  at  her  post.  Zisca 
bimself  was  at  one  time  in  great  danger.  He  had 
lost  his  footing  and  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  when 
his  friends  with  their  flails  rusted  to  his  rescue,  and 
saved  him  from  being  captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  city  itself  was  meanwhile  full  of  alarm.  All 
human  help  seemed  vain,  and  the  greatest  apprehen- 
sion was  felt  lest  the  combined  assault  should  prove 
successful.  At  this  moment  a  strange  sight  presented 
itself.  The  citizens  gathered  with  the  women  and 
children  in  sad  groups,  and  with  tears  and  groans 
supplicated  aid  from  Heaven.  While  fathers  and 
brothera  stood  by  the  walls  or  marched  to  the  terri- 
ble encounter,  those  who  were  left  behind  commend- 
ed them  to  the  God  of  armies.  The  voice  of  prayer 
mingled  with  the  clash  of  snas,  and  at  the  critical 
moment  a  priest,  filled  with  enthusiastic  courage, 
and  bearing  with  him  the  holy  sacrament,  rushed 
forth  from  the  gates,  followed  by  only  fifty  bowmen 
and  a  crowd  of  peasants  armed  with  flails.  The 
bells  rang,  and  the  shouts  of  the  people  echoed  far 
beyond  the  walls,  as  the  little  band  issued  from  the 
gate  of  the  city  to  face  thousands  of  the  invading 
host.  A  sudden  panic  seized  the  imperialists,  who 
probably  imagined  that  the  whole  force  of  the  city 
was  marching  out  against  them.  Zisca  and  his  sol- 
diers were  inspirited  by  this  opportune  aid.  The 
enemy  were  driven  back  from  the  entrenchments, 
and  hurled  headlong  down  the  steep  rocks.  Horse 
and  rider  perished  alike  by  the  fall,  and  in  a  single 
hour  several  hundred  were  slain,  beside  many  fatally 
■wounded,  or  carried  off  as  captives.    The  rout  was 
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complete.  The  emperor,  from  a  higli  point  on  the 
banks  of  the  Moldau,  witnessed  the  defeat  of  Ms 
most  cherished  hopea.  Overwhelmed  with  grief,  in- 
dignation, and  shame,  he  withdrew  from  the  field, 
and  led  the  army  back  to  the  camp. 

The  citizens  regarded  their  success  as  a  deliverance 
wrought  out  for  them  "by  the  hand  of  God.  They 
knelt  down  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  sang  their  Te 
Deiim  with  grateful  joy.  In  long  processions  they 
marched  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  ascribing 
their  success  to  the  interposition  of  Heaven.  It  was 
not  by  their  own  strength,  but  by  the  wonderful 
power  of  God,  (miraaidose^  that  a  small  band  bad 
won  such  a  victory  over  a  numerous  host.  Hymns 
and  songs  filled  the  air  with  the  music  of  triumph. 
Grief  was  tumed  into  joy,  and  the  whole  city  echoed 
with  exultant  praise.  The  little  children  sang  hymns 
which  were  composed  on  the  occasion,  and  which 
breathed  the  spirit  of  the  song  of  Moses  over  the 
defeat  of  the  Egyptian  host.  Tlie  scene  of  the  battle 
was  made  memorable  by  the  name  of  the  great 
general  whose  skill  and  courage  had  foiled  the  power 
and  designs  of  the  emperor.  The  hill,  formerly 
known  as  Galgenberg,  or  Witkow,  was  now  known 
as  Ziacaberg. 

The  results  of  the  battle  were  made  more  manifest 
in  the  imperial  camp  than  in  the  rout  of  the  army. 
National  animosities  were  awakened  among  the  sol- 
diers, composed  in  large  part  of  Bohemians  and  Ger- 
mans. Many  things  conspired  to  aggravate  these 
dissensions.  The  very  name  of  Bohemia  became  a 
term  of  reproach.    K  a  Bohemian  fell  into  the  hands 
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of  the  Germans,  it  made  little  difference  whether  he 
was  Hussite,  Calistine,  or  Catholic,  so  far  as  the  treats 
merit  which  he  received  was  concerned.  The  craelties 
which  were  perpetrated  upon  their  countrymen  arous- 
ed the  indignation  of  those  Bohemians  in  whose 
bosoms  a  spark  of  nationality  yet  glowed.  Deeds 
of  atrocity  were  committed,  the  recital  of  which 
could  awaken  only  horror  or  a  spirit  of  vengeance — 
such  vengeance  as  Zisca  took,  in  ample  measure. 

On  the  sixth  of  July,  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
assault  upon  the  city,  while  the  Duke  of  Austria 
with  a  large  reinforcement  for  the  imperial  army  was 
on  his  march  from  Militcz  to  Prague,  a  band  of 
sixty  calvary  turned  aside  to  the  neighboring  village 
of  Amoastowitsch,  and  at  the  treacherous  suggestion 
of  certain  priests,  seized  upon  the  Calixtine  preacher 
of  the  place,  and  his  vicar,  and  placing  both  upon 
one  horse,  brought  them  to  the  Duke  at  Bystizitsch,* 
presenting  them  as  heretics  to  be  punished  for  their 
stubborn  pertinacity.  The  preacher,  whose  name  was 
'Wenzel,was  a  man  greatly  respected  and  beloved.  He 
and  his  vicar  had  become  known  as  decided  Calistines. 
The  duke  sent  them  to  the  bishop  of  the  place,  that 
he  might  determine  how  they  should  be  dealt  with. 
The  bishop  sent  them  back  again  to  the  duke — thus 
from  Caiaphas  to  Pilate,  says  the  old  historian. 
They  were  insulted  and  abused,  and  threatened  with 
the  flames  unless  they  would  recant.  Calmly  but 
firmly  they  resisted  all  the  efforts  made  to  induce 
them  to  yield.  "  It  is  the  gospel,"  ^  said  Wenzel, 
"  and  the  practice  of  the  primitive  church,  and  thus 

'  Peadieck,  1.  16,  '  Diar.  Bel.  Has.,  169. 
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it  is  in  your  missal ;  blot  out  the  so'ipture,  and  de- 
stroy this  gospel"  At  this,  one  of  tlie  knights  who 
stood  hj,  struck  "Wenzel  with  his  iron  glove.  The 
blood  flowed  in  streams  from  his  face.  A.t  last,  as 
night  wore  on,  the  soldiers,  wearied  in  their  insults, 
left  them.  The  next  morning  they  were  led  out  to 
be  burned.  But  the  number  of  the  victims  was  now 
increased  by  three  old  men,  peasants  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  four  children,— one  of  seven,  one  of  eight, 
and  atKither  of  eleven  years, — who  had  been  found 
guilty  of  the  same  crime  of  holding  the  doctrine  of 
the  cup.  "When  all  had  been  brought  near  to  the 
faneral  pile,  they  were  urged,  if  they  had  any  wish 
to  live,  to  abjure,  "  Far  be  it  from  us,"  replied  Wen- 
zel, — "  far  be  it  from  us  to  yield  to  your  persuasions  ; 
sooner  would  we  undergo  not  one,  but  a  hundred 
deaths,  rather  than  deny  so  plain  a  doctrine  of  the 
gospel."  Upon  this  the  executioners  lighted  the 
fagots.  The  children,  leaning  upon  Wenzel's  bosom, 
sang  aloud  as  the  flames  rose  around  them.  One 
after  another  yielded  up  his  life,  and  at  last  Wenzel 
himself  expired. 

At  Budweis  a  similar  scene  was  witnessed.  Two 
Hussite  preachers,  after  a  harsh  and  tedious  imprison- 
ment, were  burned,  ou  their  refusal  to  abjure  the 
communion  of  the  cup.^  Similar  occurrences,  which 
took  place  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  could 
only  aggravate  the  existing  divisions,  and  excite  anew 
the  thirst  for  ""vengeance.  Their  frequency,  and  the 
odium  which  at  the  same  time  rested  upon  all  that 
bore  the  Bohemian  name,  or  whose  pational  spiiit 
■Diar.  Bel  Ens.,  170. 
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resented  the  barbarous  ci'uelties  and  unjust  preju- 
dice of  the  Germans,  aroused  the  most  excited  pas- 
sions in  the  camp  of  the  imperial  army.  There  was 
great  danger  that  the  mighty  host  would  dissolve 
and  melt  away.  It  was  evident  that  further  as- 
sault upon  the  city  would  be  for  the  present  utterly 
futile. 

It  was  at  this  moment,  in  itself  critical,  that  an- 
other event  came  to  fill  to  overflowing  the  cup  of  th^t 
emperor's  disappointment  and  humiliation.  On  the 
nineteenth  of  July  the  tents  of  the  imperial  army 
caught  fire  and  were  utterly  consumed.  The  loss  in 
other  respects  was  great.  The  high  wind  which  pre- 
vailed prevented  the  success  of  all  the  efforts  raade 
to  quench  the  conflagration.  The  fire  was  attributed, 
although  there  seems  no  valid  ground  for  the  charge, 
to  the  malice  of  a  Hussite,^ 

The  Taborites,  envenomed  against  the  Germans, 
wha  slew  all  the  Bohemians  indiscriminately  that 
fell  into  their  hands,  insisted  that  such  of  them  as 
had  been  taken  captive  should  be  dealt  with  as  they 
had  dealt  with  others.  National  animosity  strength- 
ened, or  at  least  combined  with  fanatic  passions,  to 
demand  these  victims,  A  rush  was  made  upon  the 
council-house  where  the  pilsoners  were  confined,  and 
the  demand  was  made  that  they  should  be  given  up 
to  be  burned.*  The  authorities  unwillingly  yielded, 
for  they  had  no  power  to  resist.     Sixteen  prisoners 

'  Godeau   (xssvii  85)  states  that  the  Uin«,  and  it  was  found  impossible 

the  camp  of  the  imperial  array  was  to  stay  the  progress  of  tte  flames. 

Bet  on  fire  at  the  instigation  of  the  L'Eoiant  givea  the  etory  as  a  mare 

Hneaites,  by  a  woman  of  Prague,  who  rumor,  hnt  seems  not  to  put  much 

found  the  opportunity  to  apply  the  fkith  in  it. 

brand.     A  strong  wind  prevailed  at  '  Diar.  Bel.  Hus.,  184, 
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were  led  forth  without  the  walls,  and  all,  with  one 
exception,  were  burned  in  sight  of  the  Germans  of 
the  imperial  army.  The  one  who  was  spared  was  a 
monk,  who  promised  that  he  would  administer  the 
communion  to  the  people  under  both  kinds. 

The  citizens  of  Prague,  exulting  in  their  present 
deliverance,  were  not  unmindful  of  future  danger, 
when  the  imperial  *  army  might  be  reinforced  or 
equipped  anew.  They  were  ready  to  treat  with  the 
emperor  on  the  basis  of  the  four  famous  articles, 
which  may  be  said  to  have  composed  their  creed. 
They  were  the  more  ready  to  do  it  from  the  aversion 
which  was  generally  felt  toward  the  the  Taborites, 
and  their  peculiar  opinions  and  practises.  The  fol- 
lowers of  Zisca  had  little  taste  for  hierarchical  pomp. 
The  simple  letter  of  the  gospel  was  their  supreme 
authority.  Traditions  ajid  ceremonies  were  with 
them  like  images  and  statues — only  the  rags  of  super- 
stition, the  flaunting  robes  of  Rome's  harlotry.  The 
splendor  and  magnificence  of  churches  and  monas- 
teiies  they  deemed  to  be  libels  upon  the  simplicity 
of  the  gospel.  Scarcely  had  the  imperial  army  fall- 
en back  from  the  walls  of  the  city,  when  the  priest 
Coranda,  accompanied  by  a  multitude  of  Taborites, 
many  of  them  women,  among  whom  were  "  the  sis- 
ters of  Pilsen,"  rushed  into  the  Church  of  St.  Michael, 
and  tore  up  the  seats  of  the  priests  as  well  as  the  laity, 
asserting  that  their  beat  use  and  true  value  was  to 
strengthen  the  entrenchments  and  fortifications  of 
Zisca  on  the  Galgetiberg.  The  issue  showed,  how- 
ever, that  his  aim  was  more  to  rebuke  the  vanity 
of  superstitious  worship,  ag  he  would  undoubtedly 
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have  phrased  it,  than  use  the  plundered  materials 
for  the  purpose  which  he  avowed.  Most  of  them 
were  carried  off  and  burned.  Few  at  least  ever 
reached  the  Galgenberg,  although  Zisca  did  not  neg- 
lect to  provide  for  the  defence  of  a  fortress  that  now 
bore  his  name — though  by  some  it  was  called  "  the 
mountain  of  the  cup." 

The  well-known  disposition  of  the  Tahorite?, 
which  threatened  ruin  to  some  of  the  most  splendid 
structures  of  the  city,  combined  with  the  daily 
ravages  of  the  enemy  to  urge  the  barons  of  the 
kingdom,  most  of  whom  were  Calixtines,  to  propose 
negotiatioi^  for  peace.  The  emperor  showed  him- 
self not  altogether  disinclined  to  see  what  could  be 
done  by  treaty,  now  that  force  had  failed.  He  saw 
the  sad  divisions  and  dissensions  of  his  army,  which 
had  now  risen  to  such  a  pitch  that  there  were  con- 
tinual broils  between  the  Bohemian  and  the  German 
soldiers,  the  latter  charging  the  former  with  treason, 
and  declaring  that  if  they  had  been  left  alone  to 
fight  the  battle,  they  would  have  won  the  victory. 
The  German  soldiers  had,  moreover,  learned  of 
their  superiors  at  Constance  the  art  of  burning  hu- 
man beings,  and  their  taste  for  it  had  become  so 
strong  that  it  was  difficult  to  restrain  its  indulgence. 
The  whole  region  about  Prague  was  ravaged  with  a 
merciless  ferocity.  Villages  and  castles  were  sacked 
and  burned.  Women  and  children,  with  indiscrimi- 
nate cruelty,  were  thrown  into  the  flames. 

In  such  a  work  of  desolation  and  atrocious  crime, 
the  pride  and  ferocity  found  vent  which  had  at  first 
insulted  the  citizens,  but  now,  leaving  them  unmo- 
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lested,  turned  to  wreak  its  vengeance  upon  the  help- 
less and  unofPending.  The  barons  sighed  for  peace. 
The  citizens  of  Prague  were  equally  anxious  to  be 
relieved  of  the  presence  of  the  impei-ialists  and  Ta- 
borites — the  first,  terrible  enemies,  the  last,  unwel- 
come guests.  But  these  could  not  be  dismissed  till 
those  had  withdrawn. 

The  Bohemian  barons,  Calixtines  and  Catholics, 
held  a  conference  to  consider  what  measures  could 
be  talien  in  order  to  secure  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 
Those  who  represented  Prague  declined  to  enter 
into  any  compact,  v^ithout  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  other  cities  with  which  they  were  in  league. 
Anxious,  however,  for  peace,  they  besought,  for  their 
own  sake  and  for  that  of  the  kingdom,  that  with 
their  teachers  and  priests  they  might  obtain  an  au- 
dience of  the  king,  at  which  they  might  in  the  four 
languages, — Bohemian,  Hungarian,  (rerman,  and  Lat- 
in,~publicly  declare  the  truth  of  their  four  articles, 
which  were  the  ground  of  dispute — might  be  allowed 
to  sustain  them  clearly  by  scripture  before  the  whole 
army,  and  thus  vindicate  the  nation  fi'ora  the  slan- 
ders which  had  covered  it  with  infamy.  If  it  was 
thought  necessary,  the  doctors  on  the  emperor's  side 
might  answer,  as  they  saw  fit,  whatever  was  pre- 
sented. These  terms  seem  at  first  to  have  proved 
acceptable,  as  a  basis  for  initating  negotiation,  to  the 
Bohemian  barons  of  the  imperial  party.  A  question 
was  raised  at  this  point  in  I'egard  to  an  exchange  of 
hostages  pending  the  negotiation,  in  which  the  impe- 
rial party  were  allowed  their  own  terms.  But  when 
the  whole  matter  was  submitted  to  Sigismund,  he 
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refined  to  approve  the  proposed  measures.  His  dis- 
inclination to  do  80  was  doubtless  strengthened  by 
the  bigoted  refusal  of  the  papal  legate,  Ferdinand 
of  Lucca,  to  sanction  any  such  step  as  the  one  which 
the  citizens  of  Prague  desired  to  have  taken. 

Foiled  in  their  purpose  therefore,  the  latter  re- 
solved to  publish,  in  their  defence,  the  four  articles 
on  which  they  mainly  insisted,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  drew  them  up,  and  addressed  them  "to  all 
Christian  believers,"  prefacing  them  with  the  expres- 
sion of  their  purpose  to  abide  by  them,  living  or 
dying,  and  to  maintain  them  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  The  four  ai'ticles  as  thus  drawn  up  were, 
(I)  The  full  and  unrestricted  freedom  of  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel  throughout  Bohemia;  (2)  the 
freedom  of  the  communion  of  the  cup ;  (3)  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  clergy  fi'om  large  temporal  possessions 
or  civil  authority ;  and  (4)  the  strict  repression  and 
punishment  of  gross  public  sins,  whether  in  clergy 
or  laity .^ 

Embodied  in  the  articles  are  the  complaints  which 
the  Calixtine  party,  represented  by  the  citizens, 
have  to  make  of  the  more  reprehensible  abuses  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  more  grievous  corruptions  of  the 
clei^y — their  pride,  sensuality,  tyranny,  the  sale  of  in- 
dulgences, simony  in  the  disposal  of  ecclesiastical  ben- 
efices, etc.  Each  article  is  fortified  with  a  mass  of 
scriptural  quotations,  and  under  the  one  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  communion  of  the  cup,  figure  the  names 
of  popes,  councils,  and  fathers.     We  shall  soon  have 

'  Godeau,  xxxvii",  86.    They  are  to  be  fonnd  in  full  ia  Dkr.  Bel  Hna.,  116, 
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occasion  to  notice  these  articles— the  formal  manifesto 
of  the  Callxtine  party — more  at  length,  and  pause 
here  only  to  remark,  that  any  compromise  which  did 
not  concede  them  freely,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor, 
was  out  of  the  question. 

His  whole  course,  from  the  outset,  was  one  continu- 
ous blunder.  The  very  measures  adopted  by  him  to 
regain  his  authoiity  in  Bohemia,  led  to  results  the  di- 
I'ect  reverse  of  what  he  bad  intended  and  expected. 
He  had  forced  those  who  had  hitherto  wavered,  to  a 
decision.  The  invading  army  must  be  welcomed,  or 
resisted ;  and  many,  who  would  have  preferred  to 
have  remained  in  the  old  communion,  were  under 
the  necessity  of  doing  so,  if  at  all,  at  the  expense  of 
their  patriotism,  and  in  face  of  the  manifest  injustice 
and  horrors  of  the  crusade. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  surpiising  that  the 
more  moderate  portion  of  the  nation,  avei'se  alike  to 
the  excesses  of  the  Taborites  and  the  atrocities  of 
the  imperialists,  should  incline  to  take  sides  with  the 
Callxtines.  We  shall  soon  see  Czeoko,  governor  of 
the  castle,  as  well  as  Archbishop  Conrad  himself,^  open 
and  avowed  advocates  of  the  communion  of  the  cup. 

Sigismund's  present  campaign,  notwithstanding  the 
mighty  host  which  the  publication  of  the  crusade  had 
ranged  under  his  banner,  had  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  only  object  for  which  he  still  lingered  at  Prague, 
after  all  hope  of  conciliation  had  vanished,  was  his 
coronation.     This  took  place  at  mid-day,  July  28,  in 

'  The  letter  of  Archbishop  Conrad  tJes,  is  to  be  fonnd  in  Mon.  Hus.,  i. 

to  Sigismund,  in  which  he  renounces  84.    Hie  adherence  to  the  eup  dates 

allegiance  to  him,  and   declarea  his  July  7,  1420. — Pescheck. 
adherence  to  tlie  four  Calixtine  arti 
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the  castle  of  Wenzel.^  Few  of  the  "barons  of  the 
kingdom  were  present ;  and  the  knights  whom  be 
created  upon  the  occasion  only  disgraced  the  cere- 
monial by  which  it  was  attempted  to  honor  them.^ 
Most  of  them  were  unacquainted  with  war.  Some  had 
never  shared  in  a  battle.  The  coronation  scene  was 
a  mockery.  Those  who  should  have  been  present 
were  regarded  as  rebels,  and  Sigiamund  only  assumed 
the  crown  to  fly  before  the  terror  of  their  trium- 
phant arms. 

'  ^neaa  Sylvius,  ch.  xliL  "  Diar.  Bel.  Hub,.  181. 
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The  retreat  of  the  imperial  army  from  Prague 
withdrew  that  external  pressure  which  had  con- 
strained the  Calixtines  and  the  Taborites,  notwith- 
standing their  mutual  repugnance,  and  diversity  of 
taste  and  opini'on,  to  unite  in  league  against  a  com- 
mon foe.  With  the  proposal  for  a  truce,  by  the 
barons  of  the  kingdom,  one  of  the  conditions  of 
which,  of  course,  was,  that   Sigismund   should    be 

'  As  tha  differences  which  arose  have  giveo   their  arUcles  aod  their 

ftmong  the  foEowers  of  Husa  after  his  practice,  as  noted  by  those  who  were 

death,  and  which  divided  them  into  eye-ivitnessea  and  capable  obaervers. 

two  ulUmutely  diednet  pactiea,  have  The  substance   of   the  chapter  was 

been  passed  over  bo  lightly  by  the  first  published  in  an  article  in  the 

general   church    historians,    I    have  oolnmns  of  the  "Presbyterian  Quar- 

thoDght  it  important  to  present  them  terly  Review  "  fee  June,  18S6. 
here  somewhat  more  in   detail.     I 


(440) 


dbyGoogle 


Cb  sv.]  articles  op  the  calistinbs.  441 

acknowledged  as  king,  Ziaca  had  nothing  to  do.  The 
Taborites  almost  unanimously  preferred  a  republic, 
at  least  an  elected  ting ;  the  citizens  of  Prague,  with 
the  barons  ftf  the  kingdom,  were  willing,  and  even 
anxious,  to  receive  Sigismund  as  their  monarch,  on 
the  sole  condition  that  their  demands  in  regard  to 
the  four  articles  should  be  granted. 

These  diverse  views  of  public  policy,  although 
held  by  some  on  the  bare  ground  of  their  fitness  and 
expediency,  were  yet,  as  a  general  thing,  rooted  in  a 
diversity  of  religious  sentiment.  The  citizens  of  Old 
Prague,  and  the  Bohemian  bai-ons,  were  mostly  Cal- 
istinea,  and  they  were  confirmed  in  their  conservar 
tism  by  what  they  regarded  as  the  insane  fancies,  the 
barbarous  taste,  and  radical  views  of  the  Taborites. 
Although  there  was  unquestionably  great  diversity, 
even  among  them,  some  leaning  to  the  most  radical 
reformers,  and  others  scarcely  differing,  except  on 
the  single  point  of  the  cup,  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  yet  as  a  body  they  stood,  from  the  first,  com- 
mitted to  the  four  articles  already  referred  to,  in 
which  the  peculiarities  of  their  creed  were  substan- 
tially embodied.  For  a  full  century  at  least,  these 
articles  were  uniformly  and  consistently  maintained. 

They  were  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  deliber- 
ation, and  after  full  conference  of  the  Calixtine 
nobles  and  citizens  of  Prague,  They  were  intro- 
duced by  the  declaration,  "  Be  it  known  to  all  Chris- 
tian believers,  that  the  faithful  in  the  kingdom  of 
Bohemia  insist,  and  by  the  help  of  God,  propose  to 
insist,  in  life  or  death,  as  far  as  may  be,  in  behalf  of 
the  following  articles : 
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"  X.  That  the  word  of  God  be  preaclied  orderly, 
without  let  or  hinderanee,  throughout  the  kingdom 
of  Bohemia,  by  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  according  the 
charge  of  Christ  in  the  last  of  Mark,  '  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature ;' 
for,  according  to  the  apostle,  'The  word  of  the  Lord 
is  not  bound,'  but  is  to  be  declared,  so  that '  the 
word  of  the  Lord  shall  run  and  be  glorified.'  2  Thess. 
iii.  '  And  no  one  shall  be  prohibited  from  speaking 
with  tongues  in  the  church  of  God.'  1  Cor.  xiv. 

"  2.  That  the  sacrament  of  the  divine  euebarist 
under  each  kind,  viz.,  of  bread  and  wine,  be  freely 
administered  to  all  the  faithful  of  Christ,  not  dis- 
qualified to  receive  it  by  reason  of  mortal  sin,  ac- 
cording to  the  sentence  and  institution  of  the  Saviour, 
who  said,  'Take,  eat;  this  is  my  body,'  and  'Drink 
ye  all,  from  this ;  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  New 
Testament,  which  is  shed  for  many.' " 

This  article  is  sustained  at  length  by  large  cita- 
tions from  the  scnptures  and  the  Christian  fathers. 
The  council  of  Oai-thage,  the  twenty-sixth  canon,  and 
the  authorities  of  Gregory,  Augustine,  Jerome,  Dio- 
nysius,  Cyprian,  Ambi'ose,  Origen,  Beda,  Fulgentius, 
Remigius,  Innocent,  Paschasius,  Lyra,  and  Albertus 
Magnus,  are  adduced  in  support  of  this  article. 

"  3.  That  the  secular  dominion  which  the  clergy 
exercise,  against  the  precept  of  Christ,  over  worldly 
goods  and  possessions,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  office 
and  the  damage  of  civil  rule,  be  taken  away  and 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  the  clergy  itself  be 
brought  back  to  the  evangelical  rule  and  the  apos- 
tolic practice,  as  Christ  lived  with  his  disciples,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  cliarge  of  the  Saviour,  Mat.  x.,  saying, 
'Possess  neither  gold  nor  silver  nor  money  in  your 
purse.'  And  Mat.  xs.,  '  The  princes  of  the  Gentiles 
exercise  lordship  over  them,  and  they  who  have  au- 
thority over  them  are  called  benefactors  ;  but  it  shall 
not  be  so  among  you  ;  but  whoever  is  greatest  among 
you,  let  him  be  your  servant;  and  whoever  is  pre- 
eminent, let  him  be  your  minister.'    So  also  Mark  x," 

Numerous  other  passages  from  scripture  are  cited 
to  the  same  purport,  beside  the  authority  of  Jerome, 
Augustine,  Ambrose,  and  Boniface,  in  his  letter  to 
Pope  Eugenius. 

''  4.  That  all  mortal  sins,  especially  such  as  are 
public,  and  other  disorders  contrary  to  the  law  of 
God,  in  each  estate  soever,  be  prohibited  and  pre- 
sented, by  those  to  whom  it  pertains.  For  not  only 
those  who  do  these  things,  but  those  who  consent  to 
them,  are  worthy  of  death,  occasioning  among  the 
people  fornications,  revels,  thefts,  homicides,  false- 
hoods, peijuries;  vain,  knavish,  or  superstitious  arts; 
avaricious  gains,  usury,  and  the  like.  Among  the 
clergy,  moreover,  are  simoniacal  heresies,  exactions  of 
money  for  baptism,  confirmation,  confession,  the  sac- 
rament of  the  eucbarist,  holy  oil,  marriage,  wafers, 
prayers  for  the  dead,  festivals,  preachings,  bui-ials, 
consecrations  of  churches,  altars,  and  chapels,  pre- 
bends, benefices,  prelatic  dignities,  episcopal  acts,  sale 
of  indulgences,  beside  many  other  heresies  which 
arise  from  these  and  pollute  the  church  of  Christ. 

"  Moreover,  there  are  impious  and  unjust  practices, 
as  unchastity  of  concubinage,  and  other  fornications; 
anger,  strife,  contentions ;  frivolous  citations,  and  vex- 
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ations  and  spoliations  of  simple  men,  according  to 
caprice;  exactions  of  assessments,  and  innumerable 
deceptions  of  tlie  simple  by  false  promises.  Eacli 
and  all  of  these,  every  Chi-istian  believer  and  true 
son  of  mother  church  is  bound  to  exterminate,  in 
himself  and  others,  even  as  he  should  hate  and  detest 
the  devil  himself,  the  order  and  estate  of  his  calling 
being  ever  observed. 

"  And  if  any  one  ascribe  to  us,  beyond  this  our  pious 
and  holy  intent,  any  thing  that  is  unchaste  and  scan- 
dalous, let  him  be  held  by  Christian  believers  as  afalse 
and  unjust  witness,  since  we  have  this  only  in  our 
hearts,  with  all  our  strength  and  according  to  our 
entire  ability,  to  please  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
follow  and  fulfil  his  law  and  precepts,  and  these  four 
catholic  articles,  with  all  fidelity," 

They  then  declare  their  purpose  to  stand  firmly 
m  defence  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  and  to  oppose 
all  that  shall  impugn  it,  with  such  means  as  they  can 
command,  withstanding  them  to  the  last  as  the  most 
cruel  tyrant  and  Antichrist.  And  if,  by  any  that 
adhere  to  them,  anything  should  be  done  of  a  scanda- 
lous nature,  they  protest  that  It  is  against  their  inten- 
tion, and  their  earnest  purpose  to  prevent  it,  and  that 
they  hold  themselves  ever  ready  to  be  better  in- 
structed from  Holy  Scripture. 

Such  were  the  articles  of  the  Calixtines,  deliber 
ately  adopted  and  firmly  maintained.  The  authors 
of  them  did  not  seem  to  perceive  that  fheir  appeal 
to  scripture  was  inconsistent  with  their  assumed  con- 
servative position,  and  with  some  practices  which 
they  still  retained.     They  were  still  in  bondage  to 
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the  ancient  usages  of  the  church,  and  revolted  from 
the  greater  liberty  of  their  Taborlte  brethren. 

But  if  the  former  were  superior  in  education,  re- 
finement, and  the  general  moderation  of  their  viewa, 
the  last  were  immensely  superior  in  deep  feeling, 
earnest  conviction,  and  that  desperate  and  fanatical 
courage  which  made  them  terrible  on  the  battle-field. 
Without  them,  Prague  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  em- 
peror. Zisca's  soldiers  alone  had  earned  the  epithet 
of  invincMe.  They  could  not  be  vanquished  till  the 
last  man  was  slain.  Nor  were  they  altogether  uncon- 
scious of  their  power,  although  under  Zisca's  general- 
ship they  were  not  inclined  to  employ  it  to  secure 
any  undue  advantage.  As  occasion  demanded,  or 
the  pressure  of  external  attack  was  applied,  the  Cal- 
ixtines  asked  and  received  the  aid  of  their  terrible 
allies,  the  Taborites. 

The  distinction  betwen  them,  however,  was  already 
marked,  and  was  continually  widening,  aa  the  senti- 
ments and  tastes  of  each  became  more  fuUy  devel- 
oped. Each  party  naturally  desired  that  its  own 
views  might  prevail.  On  Aug.  5,  1420,  less  than  a 
week  after  the  imperialists  had  withdrawn,  the  Ta- 
borites presented  their  articles  to  the  city,  with  the 
alternative  that  if  not  accepted  they  would  leave 
the  city  at  once.  The  New  city,  where  the  Taborites 
were  in  the  majority,  accepted  them  without  hesita- 
tion. The  Old  city  demanded  time  for  deliberation ; 
and  one  of  the  masters  of  the  university,  an  Eng- 
lishman named  Peter,  discussed  the  articles,  each  in 
its  order,  in  presence  of  the  magistrates  and  the 
citizens,  showing  how  far  and  in  what  sense  they 
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might  tie  approved  or  rejected  "  with  a  safe  con- 
science." The  articles  thus  discussed  pertained  rather 
to  moral  conduct  and  rules  of  life,  than  to  points  of 
faith.  They  condemn  gross  public  sins  among  laity 
and  clergy ;  require  the  severe  repression  and  pun- 
ishment of  all  forms  of  licentiousness,  tavern-drink- 
ing, luxury  and  extravagance  of  dress,  fraud,  robbery, 
and  usury.  They  demand  that  laws,  which  they 
describe  as  "  Pagan  and  Teutonic,"  inconsistent  with 
the  law  of  God,  shall  be  repealed,  and  all  things  be 
ordered  and  arranged  according  to  the  rules  of  divine 
justice ;  that  the  priests  shall  observe  an  apostolic 
simplicity,  in  keeping  with  the  divine  command ; 
that  the  magistrates  be  held  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  and  that  their  enactments  be  registered  in  the 
conncil-bouse,  where  they  may  be  read  by  all  the 
people;  that  such  enemies  of  the  irv-th  of  God  as 
had  shown  themselves  faithless  to  God  and  man, 
should  be  banished  the  city  and  no  favor  shown 
them  ;  that  herePical  monasteries  be  broken  up  and 
destroyed,  as  well  as  unnecessary  churches  and  altars, 
with  their  images,  robes,  gold  and  silver  chalices, 
and  every  antichristian  abomination  savoring  of 
iilolatiy  or  simony,  all  which  are  not  from  God  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

In  the  defence  of  the  truths  expressed  by  these 
articles,  the  Taborites  decliye  that  they  have  already, 
in  obedience  to  the  divine  will,  risked  property  and 
life,  while  many  of  their  brethren  had  shed  their 
blood  to  maintain  them.  They  declare  their  own 
purpose,  whether  the  articles  shall  be  received  or 
rejected,  to  stand  by  them  to  the  last.    But  these 
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articles  were  not  accepted  or  approved  by  the  magis- 
trates and  citizens  of  Old  Prague,  who  were  for  the 
most  part  Calixtines.  The  last  article,  on  the  subject 
of  destroying  monasteries  and  unnece^ary  churches, 
which  the  Tabontes  would  have  called  rookeries  of 
superstition,  was  especially  objectionable.  Nor  was 
the  conduct  of  the  Taboritee  such  as  to  smooth  the 
difficulties  which  lay  in  their  way.  On  the  next 
day  after  the  articles  had  been  presented,  a  portion 
of  the  Taborites  made  an  assault  on  the  St.  Clement 
monasteiy,  and  a  few  days  later,  sacked  and  burned 
the  cloisters  of  the  Royal  Court,  thus  reducing — as 
they  had  often  done  already — the  theory  of  their 
articles  to  practice.  They  bore  off  with  them  frag- 
ments of  the  broken  images  and  tables  of  the  mon- 
asteries, and,  forgetful  of  their  wonted  sobriety,  made 
a  large  and  free  use  of  the  wine  found  in  the  vaults 
of  the  cloisters.  As  evening  approached,  some  of 
them  projected  an  attack  upon  the  Vissehrad,  which 
still  held  out  for  Sigismund ;  but  the  tumaltuous  and 
disorderly  assault  was  repulsed  with  great  loss,  by 
the  garrison. 

The  Taborites  of  New  Prague  wished  still  to  re- 
tain their  brethren  within  its  walls.  The  only  con- 
dition on  which  this  wish  could  be  realized  was  the 
acceptance  by  the  Old  city  of  the  articles  of  the 
Taborites.  But  the  magistrates  opposed  them.  It 
■was  therefore  resolved  to  call  -a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens, depose  the  present  magistracy,  and  elect  a  new, 
who  should  be  known  to  favor  the  Taborite  articles. 
This  project  was  executed  on  August  18th.  In  spite 
of  this  measure,  however,  Zisca,  with  his  followers, 


dbyGoogle 


448  LIFE    AKD   Tllvn^   OF   JOHN   HUS3.  [Ch.  XT. 

left  tlie  city  a  few  days  after.  He  did  not,  however, 
abandon  his  project  for  bringing  Prague  over  to  his 
views.  As  he  left  the  city,  his  followers  pledged 
themselves  not  to  rest  till  they  had  routed  or  de- 
stroyed the  enemies  of  the  cup.  ^  His  plan  was,  to 
conquer  the  Calixtines  by  annihilating  their  allies 
throughout  Bohemia.  As  it  was,  he  saw  clearly  the 
impolicy  of  attempting  at  present  to  force  upon  the 
citizens  the  objectionable  articles. 

The  articles  themselves,  not  excepting  the  last, 
expressed  the  sincere  convictions  of  the  Taborites. 
While  terrible  on  the  battle-field,  and  signal  in  their 
vengeance,  even  their  enemies  ai'e,  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  unanimous  in  testifying  to  their  sobriety,  and 
their  exemplary  freedom  from  the  gross  vices  of  the 
age.  A  Puritanic  severity  characterized  theii'  de- 
meanor. The  corruptions  of  the  priesthood,  as  well 
as  persecuting  edicts,  repelled  them  from  the  com- 
munion of  the  Roman  church.  With  a  stei'n  and 
inexorable  justice  they  repressed  whatever  they 
deemed  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  the  gospel. 
If  Zisca  took  exemplary  vengeance  upon  the  Adam- 
ites, with  their  free-love  doctrine  and  licentious  prac- 
tices, it  was  because,  whatever  their  heresy,  their 
teachings  and  proceedings  struck  at  the  root  of  all 
purity,  and  of  social  order  and  morals. 

At  first  the  views  of  the  Taborites  had  coincided 
almost  entirely  with  those  of  the  Calixtines.  ®     They 

'  Godeau,  xsKvii.  38.  rentii  de  Byzan  Cancellarii  Regalia, 

'  One  of  tha  principal  authorities  Belli  Huaailici,  ab  anno,  1414,  ad  an. 

upon  which  the  account  of  the  Tabor-  1438."    The  author,  although  a  CaJii- 

ites  and  Caliitinea,  with  their  doc-  tine,  CTidently  aims  to  g^ye  an  impar- 

trinal  views    and   relatiTe    position  tial  account  of  the  Taboritea.    Tha 

toward  each  other  is  based,  is  "  Lau-  JDisrium  ia  to  be  found  in  the  siitb 


dbyGoogle 


Ch-SV.]  meetings  at  taboe.  449 

had  no  distinct  name  except  as  they  held  it  in 
common  with  all  who  were  known  as  Htisaites. 
They  were  brought  together  in  one  community,  as 
the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  were  under  Charles 
II.,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  privilege  of  worship 
without  molestation.  It  was  during  the  year  1419 
that  their  assemblies  were  first  held  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bechin,  not  far  from  Tabor,  some  twenty 
leagues  distant  from  Prague,  The  people  gath- 
ered, reared  their  tents,  and  for  several  days  engaged 
in  religious  services,  enjoying  also  the  communion 
of  the  cup.  The  vast  multitudes,  on  some  occa- 
sions, numbered  more  than  forty  thousand  people.^ 
Everything  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  de- 
corum. Some  of  the  Taborite  priests  preached, 
some  heard  confessions,  and  others  administered  the 
communion  under  both  kinds.  Different  groups 
were  formed,  which  were  severally  addressed  by 
speakers  or  preachei^  selected  for  the  purpose.  The 
men,  the  women,  and  the  children  foi-med  each  a 
body  by  themselves.  These  days,  thus  observed, 
were  a  sort  of  pentecostal  season,  and  from  far  and 
near  came  the  multitudes  who  thronged  to  the  sacred 
festivity.  Peaceably  they  came,  and  peaceably  they 
returned.  Songs  of  praise  and  joy  lightened  the 
tedium  of  the   journey,  as  the   processions   moved 

Tolame  of  "  Eeliquiie  Manuseiptoruro  magistro  Joh.  IIus.  feiventea  .  .  .  cum 

Omnia  M\l  Diplomatum   ae   Monu-  populo  aexoa  utriusque,   es  divereis 

meDtormu  inedttorvuu  adhuo,"  b;  J.  regni  Bohemia  partjbua,  civitatibus  et 

P.  de  Ludwig.     Balbiuus— -a  Roman  villis,  cnm  sacraroentoEucharUtife,  in 

Catholic    historian  —  spealra    highly  montem  qaendam  props  oaatrnm  Be- 

(laiidat  sepeus  ac  it'riim)  of  the  wort  chian,  qnem  montem  Tltabor  uppelln- 

The  author  was  chancellor  of  New  nerunt,  frequentare    cieperunt  .... 

Pragne.  Ultra  quam  40,000  commnnicayerant 

'  Sacerdotes  Eyangelii  (A.  D,  H19)  cam  devotione. — Diarium,  p.  14S. 

VOL.  II.  29 
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along  their  way.     Nothing  was  allowed  inconsistent 
with  the  objects  of  the  assemblage. 

No  wantonness  or  levity,  no  dancing  or  drunken- 
n^s,  was  to  be  witnessed.  Everything  which  could 
tend  to  disturb  the  seriousness,  or  interfere  with  the 
devotion  proper  to  the  pccasion,  was  carefully  re- 
pressed.* Even  the  sportivenesa  of  childhood  was 
checked,  and  no  sound  of  musical  instruments  was 
allowed  to  break  in  upon  the  qniet  of  the  place  and 
the  solemnity  of  the  worship.  At  the  close  of  the 
religious  exei-cisea,  each  partook  of  a  moderate  repast 
which  they  had  brought  with  them  from  their  homes. 
All  outward  distinctions  were  neglected,  or  forgotten. 
The  rich  and  the  poor  sat  down  together,  and  priest 
and  layman  were  undistinguished  by  garb.  They 
addressed  one  another  by  the  appellation  of  brother 
and  sister,  each  sharing  his  portion  with  such  as 
were  more  needy  tban  himself.  As  in  the  apostolic 
and  primitive  church — says  the  Calixtine  narrative 
—there  was  but  one  heart,  one  will.  Nothing  was 
thought  of,  nothing  was  transacted,  save  what  per- 
tained to  the  welfare  of  souls,  or  concerned  the 
restoration  of  the  church  to  its  primitive  model. 
Their  humble  repast  was  concluded  by  a  solemn 
thanksgiving  to  God ;  and  the  exercises  of  the  day 
closed  with  a  procession  of  the  vast  multitude  around 
Tabor — whei'e  the  assemblies  were  usually  held — ^in 
which  all  united  in  singing  psalms  of  praise  to  God. 
They  then  bade  one  another  farewell— strangers 
before,  but  brethren  now — and  each  returned  by  the 
way  he  came,  back  to  his  own  dwelling.     They  were 

'  Diar.  Bel.  Hua.,  188. 
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even  carefal  in  this  respect,  that  they  might  not 
nniiecessarily  trample  down  the  harvest  fields. 

As  these  seasons  continued  to  be  observed,  the 
multitudes  who  assembled  increased.  From  the  most 
distant  parts  of  Bohemia — from  Pisek,  Wodnian, 
Necollcz,  Heyman,  Aiisch,  Janovicz,  Ledlezan,  Pil- 
een ;  from  Prague  itself,  and  from  many  parts  of 
Moravia — they  came,  some  with  horses,  others  on 
foot,  pilgrims  to  that  spot,  precious  above  every  . 
other,  because  there  they  might  enjoy,  unmolested, 
their  peculiar  worehip  and  the  communion  of  the 
cup.  Undoubtedly  many  were  drawn  thither  by 
curiosity.  Nor  would  it  always  be  as  easy  as  at 
first,  to  restrain  and  repress  the  tendencies  to  excess 
or  unwarranted  indulgence.  Sharp  things  would 
naturally  be  spoken  of  a  corrupt  clergy,  opposed  to 
what  these  Taborites  believed  the  authentic  and 
authoritative  command  of  Christ  in  the  institution 
of  the  Sapper.  With  all  the  general  quietness  of 
their  demeanor,  the  Taborites  had  bitter  enemies; 
and  Wenzel  himself,  taught  by  experience  how  easy 
it  was  for  him  to  pass  from  a  throne  to  a  prison, 
grew  suspicious.  He  feared  lest  the  report,  indus- 
triously spread  by  their  enemies,  that  such  a  multi- 
tude would  soon  choose  their  own  king  and  their 
own  archbishop,  might  be  true.  An  effort  was 
therefore  made  to  suppress  these  assemblies.  The 
barons  forbade  their  vassals  and  subjects  to  visit 
Tabor,  under  penalty  of  death  or  confiscation  of  their 
goods.^ 

But  all  these  measures  were  vain.     The  current 

'  Dlar.  Bel.  Hua.,  183. 
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of  popular  religious  feeling  had  acquired  a  force  and 
fervor  that  defied  reaistanee.  Sooner  than  forego 
his  privilege,  the  peasant  chose  to  abandon  his  home 
altogether,  and,  disposing  of  his  property,  escape  at 
once  the  oppression  of  priest  and  baron.  Tabor 
attracted  them,  says  the  old  annalist,  as  the  magnet 
attracts  iron.  Thus  the  very  attempt  to  repress  the 
popular  enthusiasm  defeated  its  "own  object.  The 
people  were  taught' rebellion  by  unwise  restrictions; 
and  Tabor,  from  a  camping-ground  of  religious  assem- 
blies, became  at  once  a  populous  city.  The  oppor- 
tune death  of  Wenzel  favored  this  movement.  Zisca, 
with  his  rare  combination  of  sagacity,  enthusiastic 
devotion,  and  militaiy  genius,  found  the  materiak 
of  an  army  already  at  band.  They  needed  only  to 
be  moulded  by  that  discipline  of  which  he  was  so 
perfect  a  master,  and  inspired  with  confidence  in 
their  cause  as  the  cause  of  truth,  and  in  the  indis- 
putable ability  of  their  leader,  to  become  well-nigh 
invincible. 

Tabor  thus  became  the  refuge  and  the  fortress  of 
the  Hussites.  But  already  many  had  advanced  be- 
yond the  point  that  had  been  reached  by  him  whom 
they  still  honored  as  a  martyr.  He  had  bequeathed 
to  them,  with  his  dying  breath,  and  amid  the  fires 
of  the  stake,  the  invaluable  principle  of  the  sole 
authority  of  the  word  of  God.  With  this  as  their 
starting-point,  they  went  beyond  him.  Even  Jacobel 
and  the  Calixtines  generally  were  laggards  in  their 
views  of  reform.  Not  only  a  single  sacrament,  but 
all  the  institutions,  doctrines,  and  rites  of  the  church 
were  to  be  subjected  to  a  scripture  test.     Ambrose, 
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Jerome,  Augustine,  and  Gregory,  they  said,  were 
but  men.  There  was  no  need  of  consulting  the  sen- 
tences of  the  schools,  or  giving  heed  to  learned  doc- 
tors, when  all  things  essential  to  salvation  were  to 
be  found  in  scripture. 

On  the  basis  of  these  principles,  they  maintained 
that  no  sayings  or  writings  of  learned  men  were  to 
be  held  or  believed  as  catholic  by  the  faithful,  unless 
they  were  contained  explicitly  in  the  canon  of  the 
Biblo ;  ^  that  every  one  who  pursues  the  study  of  the 
liberal  arts  or  accepts  degree  in  them  is  vain  and 
heathenish,  and  sins  against  the  g(^pel  of  Chnst; 
that  no  decrees  of  the  holy  fathers,  no  institutions 
of  the  ancients,  no  rites  or  traditions  of  human  in- 
vention, were  to  be  held,  but  all  such  were  to  be 
abolished  and  destroyed  as  works  of  Antichrist,  since 
Christ  and  his  apostles  had  nowhere  enjoined  them 
in  the  New  Testament.  On  this  ground  they  re- 
jected chrism,  the  anointing  with  oil,  and  sprinkling 
with  holy  water  ;  the  exorcising,  blessing,  hallowing 
of  the  chalice,  church  furniture,  and  robes ;  the  ob- 
serving of  canonical  bom's;  the  dress,  ceremonies, 
and  order  of  the  mass;  the  chanting  of  the  priests, 
and  the  baptizing  of  children  with  exorcisms,  holy 
water,  and  sponsors,  instead  of  the  simple  rite  by  the 
apphcation  of  pure  water.  For  books  of  missals,  oi' 
chants,  gold  and  silver  chalices,  priestly  vestments, 
etc.,  they  felt  equal  aversion.  All  these  things  were  to 
be  destroyed  or  burned,  and  it  was  more  proper  for 
the  laity  to  wear  the  priestly  robes,  or  cut  them  up 
for  their  own  apparel,  than  for  the  priests  themselves 

'  These  articles  are  to  be  found  in  full  in  Di»r.  Bel.  Huh.,  XBl,  193, 
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to  perform  in  them  the  divine  offices.  Auricular 
confession,  the  fast  of  Lent,  vigils,  festivals  of  saints, 
or  other  seasons  of  special  devotion,  except  the  Lord's 
day,  were  treated  with  no  more  respect.  A  priest, 
tncked  out  in  his  robes  with  their  useless  ornaments, 
and  celebi'ating  mass  in  the  customary  manner,  was 
but  like  the  harlot  of  the  Apocalypse,  to  be  despised 
by  the  faithful.  The  sacrament  of  the  euchaiist  should 
be  celebrated  in  the  manner  practised  by  Christ  and 
his  apostles,  in  the  ordinary  garb,  without  an  altar, 
and  iu  any  place  that  might  fitly  serve.  The 
bread  was  not  itself  to  be  lifted  up  for  the  adora^ 
tion  of  the  worshippers,  but  was  to  be  administered 
in  a  plain  and  audible  tone  of  voice.  The  clergy, 
moreover,  were  to  be  like  the  Levites  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  regard  to  the  possession  of  property ; 
they  were  to  be  directly  dependent  on  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  people.  As  to  purgatory,  and  prayers 
for  the  dead,  or  works  of  piety  in  their  behalf,  all 
these  were  rejected  aa  silly  and  inane  superstitions. 
Invocation  of  the  saints  was  condemned  as  savoring 
either  of  heresy  or  idolatry.  All  images,  or  the 
hkeness  of  anything  as  an  object  of  woi'ship,  stood 
charged  with  savoring  of  idolatry,  and  all  such,  as 
idols,  were  to  be  destroyed  and  burned. 

These  articles  were  published  in  the  year  1420, 
soon  after  the  Taborites  had  withdrawn  from  Prague. 
They  gave  great  scandal  to  the  Calixtines,  who  ap- 
pealed to  the  world  for  testimony  to  the  moderation 
of  their  views.^     It  is  evident  that  from  the  time 

^  The  aothor  of  the  Diariam  Bet.  Taborites  led  to  the  report,  through- 
Sus.  says  that  the  praoticea  of  the     out  tlie  kingdom  and  foreign  lands. 


dbyGoogle 


Ch.  XV.]        FKEliJ>OJI  Ol-'   THOUGHT  AT   TABOR.  455 

when  the  Taboi'ites  first  eommeneecl  their  assemblies 
during  the  previous  year,  there  had  been  great  prog- 
ress made  in  breaking  away  from  the  ceremoaies, 
institutions,  and  doctrines  of  the  Roman  church. 
The  explanation  of  thia  is  to  be  found  in  the  free 
and  friendly  conferences  enjoyed  at  Tabor  by  men 
who  interchanged  their  views  on  religious  subjects, 
with  the  open  Bible  before  them  as  their  only  su- 
preme authoiity.  Tabor  was  the  one  asylum  for  the 
persecnted  in  the  kingdom,  where  perfect  freedom 
of  religious  opinion  was  allowed.  "  You  may  think 
as  you  like  here,"  wrote  an  orthodox  Koman  Catholic, 
on  a  visit  to  Tabor,  to  one  of  his  friends. 

Thus  persecution  abroad  drove  into  a  single  com- 
munity the  men  who  were  foremost  in  their  views 
of  reform,  and  most  advanced  in  apprehending  the 
true  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  the  simplicity  of  its 
ntual.  With  the  scriptures  acknowledged,  on  all 
sides,  as  the  only  supreme  authority  in  matters  of 
faith,  it  was  no  difBcalt  or  tedious  work  to  adduce 
ample  testimony  of  the  superfluous  ceremonies  and 
false  doctrines  with  which  the  purity  of  the  gospel 
hid  been  overlaid  by  a  coiTupt  chmch 
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jecta,  some  of  a  peculiar  cast,  in  regard  to  social  and 
political  matters,  were  naturally  allied.  They  were 
all  anti-imperialists,  and  nearly  all  republicans,  or  at 
least  in  favor  of  an  elective  king.  Their  experience 
of  a  corrupt  priesthood  had  produced  in  them  an 
aversion  to  the  learning  of  schools  and  colleges, 
whose  degrees  they  treated  with  contempt  as  hea- 
thenish and  antichristian  innovations.  Their  study  of 
the  Apocalypse — a  favorite  book  of  the  Bible,  from 
its  denunciations  of  the  Great  Apostasy— led  them 
into  many  extravagances  of  belief  and  practice. 

All  however  did  not  go  to  the  same  extreme  with 
Martin  Loqui,  one  of  their  preachers,  who  deiived 
his  name  from  his  eminence  as  a  speaker,  and  whose 
principal  associates  were  John  Oilezin,  Marcold,  Co- 
randa,  and  a  certain  Wenzel  of  Pra.gue.^  These  men, 
with  a  large  portion  of  the  Taborites,  held  the  doe- 
trine  of  the  speedy  advent  of  Christ,  and  the  ap- 
proaching mission  of  "the  seven  last  plagues,"  by 
which  all  Christ's  enemies  should  be  destroyed.  In 
this  vengeance  the  faithful  of  Christ  are  to  bear  a 
part :  all  who  shall  hear  the  word  of  Chaist,  are  to 
receive  the  warning  to  "flee  to  the  mountains," 
where  the  Taborites  were  already  assembled ;  and 
whoever  neglects  to  do  this,  shall  perish  by  the 
plagues.  At  this  time,  the  Taborites  should  be  the 
holy  angels  sent  out  to  rescue  the  faithful  and  bring 
them  to  a  place  of  safety,  as  Lot  was  rescued  from 
Sodom ;  they  should  be  the  executioners  of  God's 
justice  upon  the  guilty  nations,  while  only  the  five 
cities,  which  they  named  "places  of  refuge,"  should 

'  Diar.  EeL  Hoa.,  203. 
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"be  spared.*  The  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  or  the  prop- 
erty of  Christ's  enemies,  should  be  taken  from  them 
by  the  faithful,  and  destroyed  or  burned.  In  this 
consummation  of  all  things,  Christ  will  himself  visi- 
bly descend  to  earth  and  assume  the  government  of 
the  world;  and  all  who  have  cot  on  the  wedding- 
garment,  will  be  cast  into  outer  darkness.^  All  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  will  come  to  an  end.  There 
will  be  no  more  exaction,  no  more  paying  of  tribute. 
Sin  will  be  destroyed.  There  will  be  no  more 
scandal,  abomination,  and  falsehood;  no  more 
persecution  or  suffering,  for  all  will  be  the  elect 
children  of  God.  The  glory  of  this  kingdom,  thus 
restored,  will  be  greater — before  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead — than  that  of  the  primitive  church.  The 
sun  of  human  intelligence  will  no  longer  shine ;  none 
will  need  to  teach  another  to  know  the  Lord,  for  all 
shall  be  taught  of  God.  The  law  of  grace  wili  then 
no  longer  have  place ;  it  will  be  done  away.  The  use 
of  churches  will  be  dispensed  with,  for  God  himself 
will  be  the  temple,  and,  like  hope  and  faith,  lost  in 
sight  and  fruition,  all  outward  structures  will  disap- 
pear. Then  shall  come  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
— the  first  resurrection,  in  which  the  dead  in  Christ 
shall  be  raised,  among  whom  John  Huss  shall  appear ; 
and  thus  for  his  elect's  sake  God  would  hasten  the 
final  destiny  of  the  world. 

In  this  renovation  of  all  things,  man  will  be  re- 
stored to  the  state  of  innocence  enjoyed  by  Adam 
before  hia  fall.  There  will  no  longer  be  pains  attend- 
ing childbirth,  no  such  thing  as  original  sin,  no  necea- 

'  Diar.  BeL  Hua„  16B,  304.  '  lb.  206. 
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sity  &!■  the  waters  of  baptism,  no  more  ueed  of  the 
sacrament  of  the  eucharist,  for  men  shall  eat  angels' 
food,  and  never  die.^ 

These  peculiar  views  were  an  excrescence  upon  the 
religious  system  of  the  Taborites,  and  were  shortly 
modified  very  essentially  by  succeeding  events.  The 
prophecy  in  regard  to  the  five  cities  of  refuge  was 
effectually  defeated,  and  many  of  the  peculiar  teach- 
ings in  regard  to  Christ's  advent  were  abandoned. 
They  were  all  based  upon  an  unwarranted  interpre- 
tation of  obscure  texts ;  and  when  their  novelty  wore 
off,  they  were  for  the  most  part  ca-st  aside. 

The  Taborites  however  clung  fondly  to  the  notion 
that  they  were  God's  peculiar  people,  and  were  spe- 
cially designated  by  him  for  the  I'efurmation  of  the 
church  and  the  defence  of  the  faithful.  This  belief 
led  them  to  interpose  for  the  destruction  of  what  they 
regarded  as  idolatry,  superstition,  and  Antichrist. 
Their  creed  on  these  points  was  not  a  dead  letter, 
and  they  went  about  their  woi'k  with  an  energy  and 
a  courage  which  might  challenge  the  reproach,  but 
was  too  serious  and  earnest  for  the  derision  of  theJx 
foes.  They  did  not  shrink — however  it  might  scan- 
dalize their  Calistine  brethren,  or  the  so-called  Cath- 
olic church — from  canying  the  theory  of  a  creed 
which  they  embraced  with  all  the  fervor  of  their 
spirits,  to  a  practical  application.  Wherever  they 
went,  they  observed  with  all  fidelity  the  simple  rites 
of  their  worship.  Their  priests  ministered  the  com- 
munion under  both  kinds,  without  the  aid  of  rubiic, 
missal,  priest's  robe,  or  the  Latin  tongue.     They  spoke 
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and  prayed  in  their  own  vernacular.  They  were  not 
careful  to  use  a  gold  or  silver  chalice  for  the  wine  of 
the  eommnnion.  An  iron,  earthen,  or  wooden  cup 
answered  their  puipose  full  as  well.  If  they  declared 
the  churches  and  altars,  which  had  been  desecrated 
by  "the  mammon  of  unrighteousness"  and  the  simony 
of  the  priests,  to  be  churches  and  altars  "  of  the  devil 
and  of  idols,"  or  spoke  of  monasteries  as  dens  of 
robbers,  sties  where  the  swine  of  lazy  and  useless 
monks  were  fattened,  they  sometimes  suited  the  action 
to  the  speech,  sacked  the  church,  shivered  the  altar, 
and  burned  the  monastery.  If  some  unfortunate 
monk  attempted  to  remonstrate — "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel,"  was  the  prompt  reply. 
"  Christ  never  told  men  to  serve  him  by  shutting 
themselves  up  in  indolence," — such  was  the  argument 
by  which  the  Taboi-ites  answered  all  objections. 
Monasteries  thus  became  the  special  objects  of  their 
vengeance.  Hundreds  of  them  were  sacked  and 
burned.  Borne  of  the  nuns,  whom  the  terror  of  the 
Taborites  had  effectually  converted  to  the  communion 
of  the  cup,  married—to  the  horror  and  scandal  of 
the  Calixtines. 

The  Taborites  treated  many  of  the  reputed  holy 
things  of  the  age  with  the  most  sacrilegious  disre- 
spect. Kelics  of  the  saints  were  ruthlessly  flung  out 
of  the  churches,  like  common  earth.  The  holy  oil 
was  unceremoniously  applied  to  a  most  profane  use, 
unless  it  was  emptied,  like  the  chrism  and  holy  water, 
upon  the  ground.  The  vessels  that  contained  these 
liquids  were  broken,  or  polluted;  for  the  Taborites 
held  io  contempt  holy  sprinklings  and  extreme  unc- 
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tion.  Their  form  of  baptism  was  the  application  of 
water,  with  the  simple  formula  of  administration  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Uhost.^ 
Auricular  confession  they  dismissed  with  the  brief 
logic  of  adopting  the  formal  division  of  sins  by  the 
church,  and  declaring  that  if  venial — by  this  probably 
meaning  sins  of  the  heart — it  was  enough  to  confess 
them  to  God ;  if  mortal,  (public  and  gross,)  they 
should  be  confessed  in  presence  of  the  brethi-en. 
As  to  purgatory,  they  maintained  that  by  the  disci- 
pline of  probation  God  prepares  such  as  will  be  saved, 
to  enter  upon  their  reward  and  their  eternal  immu- 
nity from  sin  with  the  close  of  their  earthly  exists 
euce.  They  who  die  in  mortal  sin  go  at  once  to  their 
retribution  of  eternal  justice  in  hell.  Consequently 
prayer  for  the  dead  is  vain  and  futile.*  The  Tabor- 
ites  neither  prayed  to  the  saints,  nor  paid  regard  to 
their  images  and  pictures  in  the  churches.  "  What 
was  Peter,  or  Paul,  or  any  other  of  the  saints  ? "  they 
asked.  "  Were  they  not  men,  saved  like  us  by  the 
help  of  God  alone,  and  in  prayer  to  him,  by  the  in- 
tercession of  no  saint,  but  of  Christ  only  ? "  They 
resented  the  superetitious  worahip  which  the  pictures 
and  statues  of  the  saints  received.  The  sternness 
of  the  prophet  on  Carmel,  while  he  mocked  the  wor- 
shippers of  Baal,  seemed  to  relax  into  a  grim  smile ; 
and  we  can  imagine  with  what  cool  derision  the  Ta- 
borite  could  look  up,  in  the  presence  of  his  gaping 
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and  credulous  enemies,  to  the  gouged  eye  or  slit  nose 
(erutis  oetdis  ei  nasis  abscissis)  of  some  mangled 
linage,  crying  out,  in  Lis  so-called  blasphemy,  "  If  yoa 
are  God  or  his  saint,  defend  yourself,  and  we  will 
believe  you."  (8i  Deits  aut  ejus  mnetwi  ea,  tuTic  te 
defende,  et  credimu^  tiU.)  The  place  of  His  worship 
was  to  be  disfigured  by  no  image,  desecrated  by  no 
sculpture,  A  handful  of  filth,  or  a  thrust  of  his 
sword,  or  a  blow  of  his  terrible  flail,  relieved  him 
from  all  the  apprehension  which  a  beautiful  painting 
might  excite  as  to  his  worshipping  in  a  deseei-ated 
place.  Monasteries  were  "  dens  of  robbers,"  and 
wickedly  founded  against  the  law  of  Christ.  The 
disciples  were  commanded  to  go  forth  into  all  the 
world,  and  not  shut  themselves  up  as  hermits;  hence 
the  cloisters  and  monasteries  were  to  be  utterly  over- 
thrown ajid  destroyed.^  The  fasts  of  the  Roman 
church  were  unhesitatingly  rejected.  Only  such 
days  were  observed  as  the  Taborite  preachers 
directed.  On  these  occasions  no  one  ate  or  drank, 
from  raoming  till  night,  or  even  till  the  following 
day. 

As  to  naming  churches  after  particular  saints,  the 
views  of  the  Tabonte  would  have  fully  accorded 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  most  rigid  Puritan  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Even  Jerome  and  Augustine,  whom 
Huss  and  Jacobel  loved  to  quote  as  authority,  did 
not  pass  unquestioned  by  the  Taborites.  By  confirm- 
ing or  multiplying  ecclesiastical  rites,  it  was  possible 
— they  maintained — that  these  men  had  done  the 
church  more  evil  than  good.     To  give  churches  their 
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names,  or  the  names  of  others  who  were  mei'ely  men, 
was  an  impious  and  accursed  thing,  and  such  churches, 
with  the  splendid  dwellings  of  their  pastors,  ought 
to  be  bnrned  and  destroyed.  The  apostles  never 
consecrated  churches  by  such  titles,  or  dwelt  in  such 
houses ;  they  were  content  with  alms,  and  went  about 
all  over  the  world,  preaching  the  gospel,  without 
tithes  or  endowed  churches. 

The  leaders  of  the  Taborites  laid  it  down  as  a 
fundamental  principle,  that  the  law  of  Christ  was 
sufficient  for  the  government  of  his  church.  All 
that  was  necessary  to  salvation,  he  had  declared  in  the 
New  Testament.^  Huraaa  institutions  and  ceremo- 
nies were  of  no  account.  As  Christ  said  to  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees,  "  ye  have  nullified  the  law  by 
your  traditions,"  so  also  might  modern  scribes  and 
Pharisees  be  addressed.  Unless  they  desisted  from 
their  error,  they  might  expect  all  the  plagues  of  the 
Apocalyse  to  light  upon  them. 

In  consistency  with  these  views,  the  Taborite  priests 
endeavored  to  reduce  the  oi'dinances  of  worahip  to 
the  simplicity  of  the  primitive  church.  They  reject- 
ed the  use  of  sacerdotal  vestments,  declined  observ- 
ance of  canonical  hours,  administered  the  divine  rites, 
not  from  the  altar,  but  from  a  sunple  table,  in  the 
open  air,  or  in  houses  where  they  might  be  assembled. 
First  of  all,  the  priests  knelt,  with  heads  bowed 
toward  the  earth,  while  one  repeated  the  Lord's 
prayer.  He  that  was  selected  to  solemnize  the  sacra^ 
ment  then  rose,  uttered  in  a  clear  voice  the  words 
of   consecration,  and    broke   and    administered   the 
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bread ;  afterward  the  wine,  in  a  vessel  of  iron,  clay, 
wood,  or  othei'  material,  as  might  happen  to  be  con- 
venient. 

The  Taborites  evidently  knew  how  to  defend  their 
doctrines  by  word;  but  their  most  effectual  logic  re- 
sided in  their  terrible  flails,  that  threshed  down  all 
opposition  that  dared  to  lift  its  head.  Councils,  and 
crusades,  and  denunciations  of  all  kinds,  were  ineffec- 
tual to  put  them  down.  They  relinquished  none  of 
their  peculiar  tenets,  except  those  which  they  derived 
from  the  study  of  the  Apocalypse.  Time  showed 
the  futility  of  many  of  the  interpretations  which 
some  of  their  preachers  gave  to  the  prophecies  of 
this  book.  Others  seem  to  have  been  generally 
abandoned,  insomuch  that  the  Eoman  Catholic  his- 
torian, Natalis  Alexander,  in  giving  account  of  their 
doctrines,  makes  no  mention  of  those  which  are  said 
to  have  originated  with  Mai'tin  Loqui.  The  only 
tenets  which  he  ascribes  to  them,  beside  those  of 
which  the  Calixtine  author  of  "The  Diary  of  the 
Hussite  War"  makes  mention,  and  which  have  been 
already  given,  are  such  as  we  might  naturally  sup- 
pose would  be  associated  with  them.  He  speaks  of 
their  denial  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Papal  See,  their 
doctrine  of  the  parity  of  the  clergy,  their  maintain- 
ing that  whoever  was  guilty  of  mortal  sin  was,  ipso 
facto^  deprived  of  all  secular  and  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority, and  was  not  to  be  obeyed.  According  to 
him,  they  held,  that  prayer  for  the  dead  was  an  inven- 
tion of  the  avarice  of  the  priesthood ;  that  there 
was  no  need  of  consecrated  cemeteries,  for  it  made 
no  difference  with  what  kind  of  earth  human  bodies 
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were  covered  ;  and  that  the  religious  orders  of  the 
monks  were  a  device  of  devils. 

It  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  notwithstanding  some 
fanatical  views,  and  some  opinions  which  were  nur- 
tured by  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  manyamong 
them,  their  sincere  as  well  as  avowed  purpose  was  to 
restore  the  church,  as  near  as  possible,  to  its  primi- 
tive model.  Most  of  their  doctrines  were  based 
clearly  upon  the  authority  of  scripture ;  and  we  are 
only  surprised  to  find  them,  within  so  short  a  period 
after  the  death  of  Huss,  so  far  in  advance  of  what 
Huas  and  Jerome,  or  even  Jacobel,  had  taught.  Many 
of  them — not  all,  however — utterly  rejected  the  doc- 
trine of  transubstantiation,  which  Huss  and  Jerome 
had  avowed  to  the  last,  and  which  Jacobel  had  main- 
tained in  his  peculiar  sense,  by  distinguishing  between 
Christ's  material  and  his  spiritual  body,  the  latter  of 
which  only  was  present  in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar. 
The  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  alone,  so  dis- 
tinctly apprehended  and  taught  by  Luther,  does  not 
appear  to  have  attracted  their  special  attention. 
Their  circumstances  and  petition  ranged  them  on  the 
negative  side  of  most  of  the  questions  between  them 
and  the  Eoman  church,  and  their  principal  work  was 
more  to  tear  down  than  construct,  more  to  refute  a 
false  system  than  to  build  up  a  new  theology.  They 
had  little  leisure  and  little  learning,  or  intellectual 
discipline,  to  ap^ly  themselves  to  the  philosophy  of 
their  own  belief,  or  study  the  order  and  harmony  of 
doctrines  which  they  derived  from  the  simple  word 
of  scripture,  and  adopted  with  an  unquestioning  faith. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Taborites  proved  especially 
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disastrous  to  the  monasteries.  These  were  regarded 
as  nuisances  to  be  abated.  Monks  and  nuns  were 
dispersed,  or  forced  to  accept  tbe  communion  of  the 
cup.  Refusal  to  comply  was  met  with  violence.  This 
was  the  case  even  in  Prague.  The  Monastery  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  given  up  to  the  Germans  for  the 
preachiBg  of  the  word  of  God,  Those  of  St.  Francis 
and  St.  James  were  stored  with  warlike  machines 
and  implements.  The  cups  and  furniture  were  sold 
for  money.  The  sacred  chrism  and  holy  water  were 
emptied  on  tbe  earth. 

Zisca  earned  out  these  pnnciples,  in  letter  and 
in  spirit.  As  city  after  city  came  into  tbe  bands  of 
the  TaborJtes,  the  monasteries  wei'e  devoted  to  de- 
struction, and  their  inmates  scattered.  In  the  spirit  of 
tbe  ancient  Israelites  invading  Canaan,  tbe  idolatrous 
rites  of  tbe  Roman  church  were  all  to  be  suppressed, 

This  picture  of  the  Tabontes  would  be  incomplete, 
without  adding  to  it  the  features  preserved  to  us  by 
a  letter  of  ^Eneas  Sylvius  to  tbe  Cardinal  de  Carvajal, 
in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  tbe  visit  paid  them 
by  himself,  in  company  with  others,  at  a  date  some 
years  aftei'  tbe  siege  of  Prague.^  As  ambassadors, 
sent  to  treat  with  the  Taboritea,  they  demanded  and 
received  their  hospitality.  They  were  cheerfully 
welcomed  by  the  Taborites,  who  went  out  to  meet 
them;  and  they  were  entertained  with  cordiality  and 
respect.  "A  most  remarkable  spectacle  was  now  wit- 
nessed— an  indiscriminate  rabble,  mostly  composed 

'  The  date  of  fliifl  letter  ia  1451.  tiiia  acoonct  in  hia  narrative  of  his 

^neas  Sylvina,  sent  by  tlie  pope  to  conference  with  George  Podlebrad, — 

see  what  could  be  done  to  bring  back  ffiuw.  ifes  Hus.,  ii.  224. 
the   Calistines  to  the  chiircb,  givoa 

vol.  It.  30 
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of  peasants,  who  wished  however  to  appear  genteel 
and  refined.  Although  a  cold  rain-storm,  such  as 
frequently  occure  in  Bohemia,  prevailed  at  the  time, 
many  had  no  other  protection  than  a  mere  frock. 
Some  wore  robes  made  of  skins,  some  of  their  horse- 
men had  no  saddles,  some  had  no  bridle,  and  others 
were  without  stirrups.  One  was  booted,  another  not. 
One  had  lost  an  eye,  another  a  hand,  so  that,  to 
borrow  the  language  of  Virgil,  it  was  a  shame  to  see 
popvlataque  tempora  rwptis  awiihiis,  et  tninGOS  inhon- 
esto  vulnere  nares.  There  was  no  order  of  proceeding, 
no  reserve  in  speech,  and  we  were  received  in  a 
rough  and  peasant  style.  Yet  presents  were  made 
us  of  fish,  wine,  and  beer.  Having  entered  the 
town,  we  took  a  view  of  it ;  and  if  I  were  not  to  call 
it  a  town  or  asylum  for  heretics,  I  should  be  at  a 
loss  for  a  name  to  give  it.  For  whatever  monsters 
of  impiety  and  of  blasphemies  are  unmasked  among 
Chi-istians,  flock  together  here,  and  find  security  in  a 
place  where  there  are  as  many  heresies  as  there  are 
heads,  and  foil  liberty  to  believe  what  yon  like. 
On  the  outer  gate  of  the  city  there  are  two  shields 
suspended.  On  one  of  these  is  a  picture  of  an  angel 
holding  a  cup,  which  he  is  represented  as  extending 
to  the  people  as  if  to  invite  them  to  the  communion 
of  the  cnp.  On  the  other  there  is  a  portrait  of  Zisca, 
who  is  represented  as  an  old  man  and  entirely  blind. 
.  .  .  What  more  fitting  for  such  a  people,  who  have 
no  understanding  of  divine  things,  no  religion,  no 
apprehension  of  what  is  just  and  right,  than  a  blind 
leader !  In  this  case  that  word  of  the  Saviour  is 
fulfilled,  'If  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  fall  into 
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the  ditcb.' .  ,  .  These  people  have  no  greater  anxiety 
for  anything,  than  to  hear  a  sermon.  If  any  one  neg- 
lects this,  and  lies  asleep  at  home,  or  busies  himself 
with  work  or  play  during  the  time  of  sei'raon,  he  is 
beaten  for  it,  and  is  compelled  to  obligate  hin^elf 
to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Their  place  of  worship 
is  built  of  wood,  and  is  much  lite  a  barn ;  this  they 
call  their  temple.  Here  they  preach  to  the  people  ; 
here  they  daily  expound  the  law.  They  have  here 
but  one  altar,  neither  consecrated,  nor  to  be  conse- 
crated, and  from  this  they  exhibit  the  sacrament  to 
the  people.  The  priests  neither  wear  crowns,  nor 
shave  their  beards.  The  Taborites  voluntarily  pro- 
vide by  gifts  for  their  support.  They  offer  nothing 
upon  the  altar  ;  they  condemn  tithes  ;  of  first  fruits, 
they  hold  neither  to  the  name  nor  to  the  thing  itself. 
Yet  they  do  not  accord  in  one  and  the  same  belief. 
One  thinks  in  one  way,  and  another  in  another ;  each 
follows  his  own  liking.  Neither  do  they  live  by  a 
single  rule." 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  no  account 
of  the  Taborites,  except  from  persons  who  were  either 
their  avowed  enemies,  or  were  strongly  prejudiced 
against  them.  They  undoubtedly  were  guilty  of 
many  imprudent  acts,  many  deeds  of  violence,  many 
excesses  uttei'ly  unwarrantable.  Many  elements  of 
fanaticism  were  mingled  with  their  creed.  Many 
and  strong  prejudices,  peculiar  to  the  class  of  which 
they  were  mostly  composed,  possessed  their  minds ; 
bnt  when  their  circumstances  are  considered,— the 
persecution  that  drove  them  from  their  dwellings; 
the  crusade  that  forced  them  in  self-defence  to  take 
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tte  weapons  of  war  into  their  Lands;  the  contempt 
and  cruelty  with  which  they  were  treated;  and  the 
necessities  of  their  outlawed  condition,— the  severe 
measures  which  they  dealt  out  to  the  monasteries, 
whose  inmates  they  regarded  as  accomplices  of  the 
council  that  "burned  Huss,  and  the  terrible  examples 
of  vengeance,  provoked  by  their  own  sufferings  and 
wrongs,  and  by  which  they  made  themselves  formida- 
ble to  their  foes — these  excesses  of  a  ferocity  fit  only 
to  foil  and  frighten  a  crusading  army — cease  to  wear 
that  aspect  of  utter  and  I'uthless  malignity  which 
they  would  otherwise  bear.  The  creed  of  the  Tabor- 
ites  was  in  the  main  scriptural,  and  we  cannot  but 
approve  that  wise  policy  by  which  they  allowed  all 
the  diversities  of  opinion  which  prevailed  among 
them,  a  full  and  perfect  tolerance.  Centuries  passed 
away,  and  their  representatives  were  seen  spreading 
themselves  over  the  world  in  the  persons  of  the 
Moravlaii  missionaries,  to  whose  simple  confidence  in 
God,  John  Wesley  acknowledged  himself  indebted 
for  lessons  of  a  faith  wiser  and  stronger  than  his 
own. 

On  the  battle-field  the  Taborites  maintained  their 
undisputed  superiority  and  preeminence,  even  after 
the  death  of  Zisca.  They  fought  under  the  impulse 
of  the  most  powerful  motives  which  can  inspire  the 
soul.  Each  soldier  was  a  hero.  He  was  readyto  be 
a  martyi".  His  valor  was  not  that  of  the  soldier  of 
fortune.  Inspired  by  earthly  ambitions  and  panting 
for  an  earthly  prize.  He  was  a  champion  of  his 
faith  ;  and  his  firm  belief  was,  that  in  pouring  out  his 
blood,  and  laying  down  his  life,  he  was  rendering 
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but  a  poor  and  unworthy  tribute  to  tliat  "  truth  of 
God,"  in  defence  of  which  ifc  was  an  honor  to  die. 

The  Calistines  formed — as  they  would  wish  to  be  re- 
garded— the  conservative  reformers  of  the  Bohemian 
nation.  They  remained  steadfast  in  their  regard  for 
the  memoiy  of  Huss,  and  in  their  attachment  to  the 
celebrated  four  articles  which  formed  that  portion 
of  their  creed  in  which  they  differed  from  the  church 
of  Rome.  Once  oaly  they  compromised  matters  with 
the  Taboiites,  by  declaring  the  wearing  of  priests' 
vestments  a  matter  of  indifference,  a  non-essential. 
They  wished  to  preserve  the  order  and  the  institu- 
tions of  the  church  intact,  except  so  far  as  they 
would  be  modified  by  the  admission  of  the  four  ai'ti- 
cles.  They  declared  themselves  opposed  to  all  un- 
necessary innovations.  They  wished  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  Christian  world  as  faithful  adher- 
enta  to  the  Catholic  faith.  They  took  pains  there- 
fore to  distinguish  their  cause  and  views  from  those 
of  the  Taborites,  in  as  marked  a  manner  as  possible. 

In  a  council  held  at  Prague,  in  the  year  1421,  they 
drew  up  twenty-three  ai'ticles,  which  they  set  forth 
in  a  document  intended  to  serve  as  the  exponent  of 
their  faith.  In  these  they  maintained  ti'ansubstan- 
tiation,  the  necessity  of  the  seven  sacraments,  the 
Catholic  forms  and  rites  of  baptism  with  sponsors, 
chrism,  the  holy  oil,  and  triple  immei'sion  in  holy 
water,  auncular  confession,  episcopal  authority,  the 
exclusive  power  of  the  keys  by  the  piiesthood,  ex- 
treme unction,  the  invocation  of  the  saints,  purgatory 
and  prayer  for  the  dead,  the  propriety  of  the  priestly 
robes,  and  the  offices  connected  with  the  mass,  the 
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observance  of  fast-days  and  the  festivals  of  the  saints, 
the  consecration  acd  sanctity  of  churches,  the  neces- 
sity of  sacred  vessels  and  ornaments,  as  well  as  a  pe- 
culiar and  distinctive  dress  for  pnests,  the  observance 
of  canonical  hours,  and  obedience  to  episcopal  au- 
thority. On  all  these  points,  the  Calistines,  however 
inconsistent  or  neglectful  of  the  consequences  flowing 
from  their  first  article,  as  to  the  supreme  authority 
of  scripture,  wished  to  abide  by  the  rule  and  observ- 
ance of  the  Roman  church. 

In  reply  to  the  twenty-three  articles  of  the  Calix- 
tines,  the  Taborites  drew  up  an  equal  number  of  an  op- 
posite tenor.  But  for  a  long  time  the  two  parties  were 
80  evenly  balanced,  that  neither  could  claim  a  manifest 
preponderance.  The  great  majority  of  the  barons 
of  the  kingdom,  with  the  citizens  of  Old  Prague, 
were  Calixtioes,  and  Zisca  himself,  though  the  gen- 
eral of  the  Taborites,  had  evidently  a  strong  leaning 
toward  this  party,  at  least  oh  many  points.  The 
citizens  of  the  New  city,  and  the  lower  classes  of  the 
nation  generally,  composed  the  body  of  the  Tabor- 
ites. The  danger  of  foreign  invasion  did  not  allow 
the  two  parties  to  risk  their  common  secunty  in 
fi'atricidal  quarrels.  It  was  evident,  however,  that 
only  the  power  and  wisdom  of  Zisca  prevented  an 
open  division  and  hostility  between  them.  If  a  com- 
promise was  ever  to  be  affected  with  the  so-called 
Catholic  church,  it  could  only  be  on  a  Calixtine  basis. 
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THE  CAMPAIGNS   OF   ZISGA. 
Ketebat  or  THE  EuFBKOR.  —  DitPAEiTiriit:  or  THS  TABOitiTEa  FBOU  Pbaqdb.  —  R*T- 

AGE3  OF  ZlBOA,  — ATTACK  OS   PttACHATJTa.  —  SlGiauUHD'S  CONFEHENCES  WITH  THE 

Nobles.— His  Second  Aemi  and  Campaion.  —  Taborites  and  CALijTmES  CoM- 

PHOMISE  DlFEEEENCKS.  —  CEOWK  OF  BCHBMIA  OfFEHEU  TO  THE  KlBH  OF  PoUND. 
—  ZlSCAAKDTBB   MoNKS.  —  BoHUSLAns   TON   SCHWAMBEHG.  —  SECESSION   OF   SoL- 

DIBES  FEOM  Zisca's  Asmi.  —  Defeat  of  thb  Ihfehialists  at  KLADEna.  -  laiBna 
OF  Bohemian  Cities  with  Pbaqub.  —  Maktin  Loftui.  —  His  Opinions.  —  He  la 
Bdhned.  —  Policy  of  Zisca.  —  Hi3  Fbeedou  fbom  Fanaticism.  —  Geowth  of  thb 
Lbagde.  —  Contentioh  at  Ciaslau,  —  VninicATTON  OF  thb  States.  ^  Theie 
Cohplsint  against  SiOiSMtmn.  —  Dbfenoh  of  Sioiskusd  bt  Cohkleiub.  —  Ihta- 
BiON  FHOH  Silesia.  —  Zisoa  Loses  His  Sight  Entihelt  at  the  Siegk  of  Rabt.  — 

monies  of   TaBOEITB  WoESHIP.  —  KnTTENBERO   EetOLTS. — ZlSOA   IN   DaNGKH. — 

iMPEnrALisTB.  —  Ctenebalbhip  of  Zisca.  —  Bishop  of  LEiTomscnEL  Defeatkd,— 
Invasion  of  Moeavia.  —  The  Cbown  of  Boheuia.  —  Exeodtions  at  Pbaque.  — 
CoKYEUT.  —  Diet  at  Pbagde.  —  Zisoa  Dissatisfied.  —  Hostilities  with  tub 
Calistines.  —  March  ON  Kokiggbatk.  —  Defeat  of  the  Cauxtines.  —  Zisoa 

BlitOHES  A  TaBORITB. — MARCHES  INTO  MoHAYIA.  —  Retuess. —SUCCESSIVE  BAT- 
TLES. —  MaBCHES  Against  Pragde.  —  Zisca's  Spbecii.  —  Its  Effect.  -Negotia- 
tions.—Peace  Secdbed.- The  Empeeoh  T beats  with  Zisca. —  His  Hdhilia- 
noN.—  Zisca's  Sudden  DEiTn.—  His  Epitaph,  Pebson,  aku  Cuahactee, 

Aua.  5,  1420— Oct.  11,  1424. 

Although  the  emperor  had  been  forced  to  raise 
the  siege  of  Prague,  he  did  not  abandon  his  designs 
against  Bohemia,  He  determined  to  levy  fresh 
armies,  and  make  another  attempt  to  recover  the 
kingdom.  His  retreat  fi'om  Prague  was  as  desolar 
ting  to  the  region  through  which  he  passed  as  his 
invading  march  had  been.  With  his  hussai-a,  he 
(471) 
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Stopped  for  a  while  at  Kuttenberg,  and  the  valor  and 
energies  of  his  army  were  devoted  to  the  work  of 
I'avage  and  plunder. 

His  retreat  allowed  the  differences  that  existed 
between  the  Calistines  and  Taborites  to  show  them- 
selves. The.twelve  articles  of  the  latter,  for  which 
they  demanded  the  approval  and  sanction  of  the 
city,  and  one  of  which  threatened  danger  to  the 
churches  and  monasteries,  were  at  firat  rejected,  and 
afterward  approved  only  through  a  revolutionary 
movement  that  secured  new  magistrates,  whom  the 
Taborites  nominated.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  they 
determined  to  leave  the  city.  Their  friends  in  New 
Prague  strongly  urged  them  to  remain,  but  the 
Calixtines  of  Old  Prague  were  more  than  willing  to 
have  them  depart.  Their  j'adical  views  of  reform, 
and  their  unyielding  hostility  to  images,  statues, 
pictures,  the  old  church  forms,  and  whatever  savored 
in  their  opinion  of  superstition  and  Antichrist,  di- 
verged so  far  from  the  moderation  of  the  Calixtines, 
who  would  be  satisiied  with  seeming  the  granting  of 
their  four  articles,  that  Zisca  acted  only  a  prudent 
part  in  withdrawing  his  forces  from  Prague,  (Aug. 
23,  1420.) 

But  his  object  in  doing  this  was  not  merely  to 
prevent  a  collision  between  the  Taborites  and  Calix- 
tines. He  wished  to  keep  his  forces  employed,  and 
suppress  through  Bohemia  any  movements  in  favor 
of  Sigismund.  The  monks  and  priests  soon  felt  the 
weight  of  his  vengeance.  With  sword  in  hand,  he 
swore  never  to  rest  till  the  power  of  the  papacy  in 
Bohemia  was  uttei'ly  pi'ostrate.     The  cities  which 
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i-esisted  fhe  freedom  of  the  communion  of  tlie  cup,  but 
especially  the  monasteries,  were  marked  for  assault 
and  pillage.'  Kniczan,  about  a  league  from  Prague, 
was  the  first  to  feel  his  vengeance.  The  castle  was 
taken,  the  church  destroyed,  and  seven  priests  bamed. 
Zisca  then  directed  his  steps  to  the  Circle  of  Prachin. 
Desolation  marked  his  course.  The  city  of  Pisek  fell 
into  his  hands.  He  presented  himself  before  the 
walls  of  Prachatitz.  It  stood  charged  with  having 
treated  the  Hussites  with  harsh  cruelty.  Zisca  for 
once  was  disposed  to  be  lenient.  It  was  at  Pracha- 
titz that  he  had  spent  his  early  years  as  a  student. 
He  wished  to  spare  the  city,  if  possible,  as  a  tribute 
to  the  memoiy  of  the  happy  days  and  the  friend- 
ships he  had  enjoyed  there.  He  summoned  it  to 
open  its  gates  to  him,  promising  it  favorable  and 
lenient  terms,  but  was  met  by  a  blunt  refusal.  Upon 
this  he  stormed  the  city,  (Nov.  12,  1420.)  It  was 
taken,  and  no  mercy  shown.  Two  hundred  and 
thirty  were  left  dead  in  the  streets,  and  more  than 
fourecore  persons  were  burned.  Even  women  and 
children  were  driven  into  exile.  To  the  plea  for 
mercy,  Zisca's  stern  reply  was,  "We  must  fulfil  the 
law  of  the  Lord  Christ  in  your  blood." 

Meanwhile  Sigismund  had  gathered  a  new  army, 
and  advanced  to  resume  the  siege  of  Prague.  Dur- 
ing the  past  two  months  (September  and  October, 
1420)  he  had  amused  the  barons  of  the  empire  by 
frequent  assemblies,  which  he  summoned  with  the 
ostensible  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  order 
throughout  the  kingdom.     But  all  these  efforts  were 

'  Gueri'e  des  Ilua.,  i,  130. 
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futile.  His  own  character  would  not  allow  his  sub- 
jects to  trust  him.  His  complicity  in  the  death  of 
Hubs  could  riot  easily  be  blotted  from  the  memories 
of  men  who  regarded  the  victim  of  his  perfidy  as  a 
martyr  for  the  truth. 

By  great  exertions  this  second  army  had  been 
brought  together.  The  march  of  the  emperor  was 
expedited  by  intelligence  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  the  garrison  of  the  Vissehrad.  With  his 
Moravian  recruits,  and  all  that  he  retained  of  his 
former  army,  he  reached  Prague  before  the  Visseh- 
rad fell  into  the  hands  of  the  besiegers.  But  a  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  the  garrison,  revealing  his 
plans,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Hussites  and  put 
them  on  their  guard.-'  The  arrangements  which  he 
had  made  to  raise  the  siege  by  an  attack  upon  the 
city  simultaneous  with  a  sortie  by  the  garrison,  were 
frustrated.  The  latter  remained  quiet,  whether  they 
had  lost  hope  of  successful  resistance,  or  did  not 
uudei'stand  the  emperor's  signals.  The  next  day 
they  surrendered.  Great  was  the  rejoicing  of  the 
citizens,  and  great  the  mortification  of  Sigismund. 

Yet  he  was  not  disposed  to  abandon  bis  purposes 
without  again  trying  the  fortune  of  arms.  He  haz- 
arded a  battle,  but  it  proved  disastrous  to  his  army. 
In  the  absence  of  Zisca,  the  citizens  of  Prague  had 
called  in  Krussina,  with  his  Horebites,  to  their  assist- 
ance. They  had  the  reputation  of  being  full  as 
brave,  and  more  merciless  even  than  the  Taborites. 
The  emperor  saw  his  forces  beaten  and  flying  like 
chaffs  before  the  terrible  blows  dealt  by  the  flails  of 

'  Guerre  des  Hus.,  i.  134.  "  Godetiu,  ssxvii.  40. 
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the  undisciplined  peasantry.  "  I  want  to  come  to 
blows,"  said  he,  "  with  those  flail-bearers."  "  Sire," 
replied  Plumlovisc,  a  Moravian  nobleman,  "I  fear 
that  we  shall  all  periah  ;  those  iron  flails  are  exceed- 
ingly foi'midable."  "  Oh !  you  Moravians,"  replied 
Sigismuod, — "  I  know  you  ;  you  are  afraid  ! "  The 
Moravians  were  stung  to  desperation  by  the  rash 
and  unworthy  tauut.  Flinging  themselves  from 
their  horses,  they  rushed — where  the  emperor  did 
not  choose  to  venture — upon  the  entrenchments  of 
the  Hussites.  But  their  assault  was  futile.  A  sortie 
from  the  city  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  its  brave  de- 
fenders. The  besiegers  were  forced  to  give  way. 
They  fled  on  all  sides,  and  fell  by  thousands  before 
the  swords  and  flails  of  their  pursuers.  A  great  part 
of  the  Moravian  nobility  were  left  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  rout  of  the  army  was  complete ;  and 
again  Sigismund  was  constrained  to  retire  from  be- 
fore the  walls  of  Prague. 

The  patience  and  hopes  of  the  Hussites,  who  had 
relied  upon  Sigismund's  disposition  to  conciliate  and 
give  peace  to  his  kingdom,  were  alike  exhausted. 
The  Calixtines  even,  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
found  themselves  brought  to  occupy  the  position, 
politically,  of  the  Taborites.  The  pride  of  Sigis- 
mund, his  haughty  demeanor,  and  his  intractable  pur- 
pose to  subdue  Bohemia  and  dictate  his  own  terms, 
had  forced  the  great  majority  to  the  conviction  that 
he  was  unfit  to  occupy  the  throne.  It  was  finally 
determined  to  call  a  convention  of  the  states  of  the 
kingdom,  and  elect  a  new  king  (Dec.  30,  1420.)  An 
eflrort  also  was  made  to  compromise  the  differences 
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between  the  Calixtiues  and  Taborites.  This  was  a 
difficult  matter.  One  main  subject  of  controversy 
was,  wbetlier  tbe  priests  should  wear  their  robes  in 
celebrating  mass,  according  to  the  old  rites  of  tbe 
church.  Some  favored  and  some  opposed  it,  and 
each  party  was  strenuous.  In  some  places  even  the 
Bohemian  women  had  interfered  to  prevent  the 
priests  wearing  the  robes.  The  difference  was  at 
last  compromised,  on  the  suggestion  of  Jacobel  that 
the  wearing  of  the  robes  should  be  accounted  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference.  It  was  easier  to  frame  the  decree 
than  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  however  answered  its 
purpose  of  effecting  a  present  conciliation  in  the  con- 
vention. In  regard  to  the  choice  of  a  king  there 
was  some  division.  Nicholas  de  Hussinitz  had  as- 
pired to  be  a  candidate.  His  claims,  however,  were 
set  aside,  and  he  withdrew  in  angry  disappointment 
from  the  city,  swearing  never  again  to  enter  it.  At 
a  short  distance  from  Prague  his  home  fell.  He  was 
seriously  injured,  and  was  brought  back  to  the  city 
to  die.  His  followere,  on  the  loss  of  their  leader, 
■went  over  to  Zisca,^ 

The  crown  was  offered  to  the  king  of  Poland.' 
But  the  embassy,  sent  to  announce  the  proceedings 
of  the  Bohemians,  was  captured  by  the  emperor  and 
thrown  into  prison.  The  pope,  moreover,  interfered 
to  prevent  the  king  of  Poland  from  hstening  to  the 
proposal,  or  accepting  the  offered  crown. 

In  this  measure  of  the  states  Zisca  had  taken  part, 
Xieaving  most  of  his  troops  behind,  he  accepted  the 
invitation,  extended  to  himself  and  other  barons,  to 

'  Guerre  des  Hub.,  i.  137.  '  Fleury,  xstI  48S, 
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be  present  at  the  convention  which  was  held  at  the 
council-house  of  Prague.^  On  his  entering  the  city 
he  was  received  with  great  honors,  and  hiy  views 
harmonized  with  those  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
assembly.  The  discords  of  the  kingdom  were  now 
for  a  time  hushed,  and  Sigismund  found  himself 
almost  unanimously  rejected  by  the  nation. 

Zisca  again  left  Prague  to  pay  visits  to  his  "good 
friends,"  the  monks.  He  marched  in  the  direction. 
of  Pilsen.  The  rich  cloisters  of  Choteschau  and 
Kladrub  were  seized,  and  fortified  instead  of  being 
destroyed.  Zisca  had  resolved  to  make  his  conquest 
of  permanent  service  to  his  caase.  Whatever  he 
could  garrison  and  maintain  as  a  Hussite  foi'tress,  was 
seized  and  held  for  this  purpose.  In  fact,  this  method 
of  procedure  waa  essential  to  the  success  of  the  plan 
which  he  had  projected,  of  driving  his  enemies  out 
of  the  kingdom.  ,  Sigismund's  third  defeat  was  due 
to  the  wisdom  of  this  policy. 

One  of  the  emperor's  generals  was  still  maintain- 
ing his  cause  in  Bohemia.  Eohuslaus  von  Schwam- 
berg  held  himself  secure  in  the  strong  fortress  of 
Kastikow.  Zisca  surprised  him  by  a  night  march, 
and  took  the  castle,  Bohuslaua  was  imprisoned  at 
the  instance  of  the  Taborites,  who  wished  to  have 
him  treated  harshly  ;  but  Zisca,  feigning  compliance, 
at  length  set  him  free. 

Some  of  the  soldiers  who  followed  him,  whether 
from  this  or  other  causes,  or  both  combined,  left  him. 
They  formed  an  army  by  themselves,  and  attempted 
to  prosecute  their  plans  under  leaders  of  their  own 

*  Diar,  BeL  Hub, 
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choice.  But  the  imperial  general,  Flaschko,  of  Kut- 
tenberg,  fell  upon  and  routed  them.  This  partial 
success  encouraged  Sigismund,  and  he  expedited 
measures,  in  order  again  to  invade  the  kingdom.  He 
saw  that  Zisca  was  the  great  obstacle  to  his  success. 
His  spirit  seemed  to  diffuse  itself  throughout  Bohemia, 
and  his  name  alone  was  a  tower  of  strength.  The 
occasion  seemed  favorable,  since  the  Hussite  general 
was  weakened  by  the  loss  of  a  pjirt  of  bis  army. 
But  the  emperor's  movements  were  too  dilatory. 
Allies  from  Prague  and  Tabor  flocked  at  once  to 
Zisca's  standards.  The  enemy  who  had  ventured  to 
besiege  Kladrub  were  suddenly  confronted  by  the 
Taborite  hosts.  A  panic  terror  seized  them,  and 
instead  of  a  battle  there  was  only  a  rout  and  pur- 
suit. Sigismund  fled  first  to  Leitmeritz,  then  to 
Kuttenberg,  and  at  last  to  Moravia. 

His  defeat  and  absence  from  the  kingdom  left 
room  for  divisions  and  jealousies  to  spring  up  anew. 
Pilaen,  in  some  way,  had  merited  Zisca's  displeasure. 
He  marched  against  it,  but  the  city  shut  its  gates. 
Zisca  besieged  it  for  the  space  of  seventeen  days, 
but  it  still  resist-ed.  At  length  a  truce  was  effected. 
The  cities  of  Pilsen,  Miess,  Domatzlitz,  and  others 
entered  into  a  league  with  Prague,  on  the  basis  of 
I'atifying  the  four  articles  of  the  Calixtines.  This 
truce  was  effected  in  the  early  part  of  1421,  and 
continued  in  force  through  the  year.  Zisca  was  not 
idle,  however.  Commotau,  Launy,  and  Slany  fell 
into  his  hands.  Other  places  were  threatened,  and 
some  priests  were  burned. 

The  junction  of  the  Calixtines  and  Taborites  in 
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their  measures  for  rejecting  Sigisraund  and  electing 
a  new  king,  seems  to  have  tended  to  restrain  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Taborites.  Strange  views  had  been 
adopted  by  some  of  them,  especially  by  those  who 
followed  Martin  Loqni.  Beside  his  extravagant  in- 
terpretations of  the  Apocalypse,  he  seems  to  have 
taught  other  doctrines  peculiarly  offensive.  He  de- 
nied transubstantiation—although  on  this  point  many 
of  the  Taborites  agreed  with  him.  He  taught,  that 
God  was  in  man;  that  neither  was  He  to  be  soBght 
in  heaven,  nor  the  devil  in  bell;  that  all  books,  and 
forms  of  faith,  and  church  ceremonies  were  needless 
and  superfluous;  that  the  marriage  vow  was  not  in- 
dissolubly  binding.  To  these  doctrines,  of  which  we 
can  only  gather  a  general  idea,  he  added  others 
which  he  appears  to  have  derived  from  the  Adam- 
ites, or  to  have  held  in  common  with  them.  His  fol- 
lowers, to  whom  he  gave  the  promise  of  eternal  life, 
became  numerous.  He  was  first  banished  from  Ta- 
bor, but  afterward  pursued  by  Zlsca,  who  heard  of 
his  proceedings  at  Beraun,  where  he  was  dissemina- 
ting his  views. 

The  Taborite  general  determined  to  put  a  stop  to 
his  course.  Although  a  Calixtine  himself,  he  had 
allowed  a  perfect  toleration  among  his  own  soldiers ; 
but  when  their  doctrines  were  carried  to  licentious- 
ness, or  an  excess  which  threatened  dangerous  re- 
sults, he  was  prompt  in  putting  a  check  upon  them. 
At  Beraun  some  of  Loqui's  followers  were  burned, 
and  some  recanted.  Loqtti  himself  was  also  put 
to  death  ^ — according  to  some,  by  Zisca,  according  to 

'  Gueire  des  Hua,  L  168. 
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others,  by  Archbishop  Coni-ad.  The  probability  is, 
that  Zisca,  who  was  a  Calixtine,  banished  the  unfor- 
tunate and  misguided  man  from ,  Tabor,  or  possibly 
sent  him  to  Conrad,  that  he  might  determine  what 
should  be  done  with  him.^  It  seems  quite  evident, 
at  least,  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  that  jealousy  which 
the  Oalixtines  felt  for  their  reputation. 

It  is  fully  evident,  that  although  Zisca  well  under- 
stood how  to  manage  the  enthusiasm,  not  to  say  the 
fanaticism  of  his  followera,  his  own  good  sense  was 
not  blinded  by  any  fauatic  views  of  his  own.     It  was 

'Pesche6k(L  19)^veaqnite  Mioth-  two  montliB  in  a  dungeon,  an d  tor- 
er  verflion  of  the  case  of  Loqd.  He  mented  in  varioue  ways.  There  tliej 
saja,  "Martin  Loquia  waa  aecnsed  of  were  so  tortured  lij-  fire,  in  ordei'  to 
introdneing  the  errors  of  the  WaMen-  torc^  them  to  declare  whence  they 
sea  into  ttie  sacmment,  and  of  teach-  learned  their  errors,  and  wlio  were 
ing,  'with  horrid  profaneness,'  that  their  accomplices,  that  their  intes- 
the  bread  and  the  cnp  should  be  tines  came  out. 
handed  to  the  communicants.  At  the  "When  admonished  to  rctam  to 
intereession  of  the  men  of  Tabor,  he  the  way  of  truth,  fhey  answered, 
escaped ;  and  to  avoid  the  hatred  and  smilingly,  '  It  is  not  fur  us,  but  for 
r^e  of  his  enemies,  he  fled  to  Mor.i-  yoorself  to  thinic  of  such  a  returo ; 
via  with  another  clergyman,  Proco-  yon  have  departed  tirom  the  word  of 
plusJednook.  Pajaing  through  Ohrn-  God  to  erroneous  and  antichri.-tian 
dim,  they  were  recognized,  and  put  in  opinions;  ye  worship  the  creatnte  in- 
Irons.  When  examined  as  to  their  stead  of  the  creator.'  In  consequence 
views  of  the  holy  BuppiT,  Martin  Btdd  of  this— on  Auaiiat  21,  1421 — they 
tl   tth   b  dy   fCh     t      i    h  w  d  m    df     h   fl  ni       Wh 

and  th  t  h     has  ly      d  thp      txhtdthmtoqest 

m  =!    h       p  jt  00    bl         tl      pec|l      p    y  tl   ir  t  I   If 

ph  my   th      ffi        wh     tiad  d      h  y    nsw    ed     W     d         t     t    d 

hmi     uld      t  tea       H      t      k  th  d    f  th       p    j  b  t  j 

pn  dth  tfth  Chit  pyfyrsl  d 

t   n      t        mrait  th    h      t     t    th      f     th       wh    m  1    d  y      th  t  th 
fl  m       Amh  tfHdkFh        fm  mylh        j 

whlip      dtbp         tbfedt      frmy        dhs>        Hvi 
ha      th  m  oi       mto  h      w     h  r^  d      th    plat      f  ti      ti   j- 

HtktJm       Hdt,  kptthmw       ptt      b       1      lb        d 
fift         d  y  d  t     k     E  mag      hi  It    his  narrative  is  correct,  it  re- 

pom   tbngthmt  f  dh         the  memory  of  Zisca  from  a 

th  B  t  fi  d    fe      t      which  was  once  regarded  ashia 

th  m   'mm      hi     h  t  th  m  to    best  title  to  honor, 

Edtwh       thy  dt       d 
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the  policy  of  the  general,  full  as  much  as  auy  taste 
for  religious  symbolism,  that  Jed  him  to  adopt  the 
plan  of  having  a  priest  bearing  a  cup  io  his  hand, 
lead  the  array  in  its  attacks.  At  the  crude  fancies 
of  some  of  his  followers,  he  only  smiled,  except  when 
he  could  employ  them  as  his  allies  in  the  camp  or 
on  the  battle-field.  He  even  delighted  oftentimes  in 
seeing  the  would-be  prophets  of  the  army  exposed 
to  division.  On  one  occasion,  wishing  to  encamp 
upon  a  certain  field,  the  prophets  forbade  it,  with 
the  assurance  that  the  next  day  fire  from  heaven 
would  descend  to  consume  the  harvests  that  covered 
it,  and  endanger  the  safety  of  the  army.  The  next 
day,  however,  proved  rainy,  and  the  prophets  found 
themselves  exposed  to  the  derision  of  those  whom 
they  had  attempted  to  overrule.  It  became  a  prov- 
erb in  the  camp,  that  the  prophecies  of  the  priesta 
and  their  fulfilment  came  as  near  together  as  fire  and 
water.  However  Zisca  and  bis  soldiera  might  favor 
the  pretended  inspiration  of  some  of  their  spiritual 
guides,  -no  dreams,  or  impressions,  or  inspired  fancies 
were  allowed  to  prevent  their  assaults  when  they 
promked  succeag,  or  induce  the  hazarding  of  a  battle 
when  good  sense  or  military  sagacity  forbade  it. 

The  alliance  of  the  Bohemian  cities  on  the  basis 
of  the  articles  of  Prague,  continued  to  extend.  New 
accessions  were  continually  made  to  this — which 
might  now  be  called  a  national  league.  Cbrudim, 
Mant,  Polictzka,  Leitomischel,  Trautenau,  and  Kon- 
igshof  joined  it.  Jaromirtz,  which  refused,  was 
sacked,  and  many  of  its  inhabitants  were  drowned 
or  burned.  Twenty-three  priests  fell  victims  to  their 
VOL.  n.  31 
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obstinacy  in  resisting  the  liberty  of  tlie  communion 
of  the  cup.  Leitmeritz  still  held  out  against  the 
league.  Zisca  with  his  forces  marched  against  it,  but 
the  city  refused  to  surrender  to  him.  "  Let  them  of 
Prague  come,"  said  they,  "  and  we  will  yield  the 
city  up  into  their  hands."  Zisca  chose  to  make 
another  assault,  but  it  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the 
citizens  had  the  satisfaction  of  capitulating  to  the 
army  of  Prague,  which  hastened  to  receive  their 
surrender,  and  witness  their  oaths  to  maintain  invio- 
late the  four  articles. 

Thus  each  day  saw  the  hopes  of  Sigismund  for 
j'ecovering  the  crown,  becoming  weaker  and  more 
desperate.  The  castle  of  Wenzel  still  held  out  for 
him  in  Prague ;  but  it  was  now  resolved  that  this 
should  be  reduced.  Zisca  from  Leitmeritz  marched 
to  Prague,  with  this  object  in  view.  He  built  a  fort 
over  against  the  city  for  the  security  of  his  own 
soldiers,  and  from  this  he  directed  his  attacks  against 
the  castle.  It  suri'endered  after  a  resistance  of  four- 
teen days,  and  the  last  vestige  of  Sigismund's  au- 
thoiity  vanished  from  the  capital  of  Bohemia. 
Czenko,  the  governor,  had  now  thri;>wn  off  all  re- 
serve, and  boldly  united  himself  with  the  Calixtine 
barons,  with  whom  he  was  already  agreed  in  j'eligious 
sentiment. 

At  this  opportune  moment,  and  after  unprece- 
dented successes  against  the  enemy,  the  convention 
of  the  states  met  at  Czaslau,  (July,  1421.)  Repre- 
sentatives appeared  in  large  numbera,  not  only  from 
every  part  of  Bohemia,  but  also  from  Moravia.  A 
regency  was  appointed,  of  twenty  members,  taken 
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from  the  different  ordera  of  the  nation,  Zisca  ap- 
peared in  it,  in  the  first  rank  of  the  nobles.  It  was 
resolved,  with  remarkable  unanimity,  that  the  four 
ai'ticles  of  Prague  should  be  universally  received ; 
that  they  should  be  maintained  and  defended  to 
the  last  extremity,  to  the  risk  of  property  and  life. 
Some  wished  that  to  these,  two  othere  should  be 
added— one,  to  the  effect  that  Sigismund  should  be  for- 
ever excluded  from  the  throne ;  the  other,  that  instead 
of  a  king,  a  commission  should  be  appointed  to  dis- 
charge his  duties.  To  these  two,  however,  the  Mora- 
vians objected.  Much  as  they  disliked  Sigisrauud, 
they  wished  to  leave  the  future  policy  of  the  king- 
dom open,  to  be  modified  by  circumstances.  They 
may,  moreover,  have  been  apprehensive — ^fai*  more 
than  the  Bohemians — of  the  vengeance  of  the  em- 
peror upon  such  a  step  being  taken.  His  arabas- 
sadois  in  fact  appeared  before  the  convention,  and 
attempted  by  threats  to  overawe  the  body,  and 
induce  them  to  accept  Sigismund  as  king.  But  it 
was  all  in  vain. 

The  barons,  however,  were  not  content  with  a 
mere  rejection  of  the  demand.  They  replied  by 
drawing  up  an  apology  and  vindication,  containing 
fourteen  articles,  in  which  they  stated  their  reasons 
for  solemnly  refusing  to  Sigismund  all  allegiance.^ 
They  complain  of  the  atrocious  injuries,  as  well  as 
slanderous  calumnies  of  their  enemies,  the  desola- 
ting and  burning  of  their  cities  and  villages,  the 
inhuman  and  cruel  massacres,  not  only  of  men,  but 
of  women  and  children,  that  bad  been  perpetrated 

'  Guorre  dea  nus,,  i.  164. 
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by  a  fovelgn  foe,  and  the  loss  and  damage  which 
they  had  suffered  from  the  invading  army.  They 
then  arraign  the  conduct  of  Sigismund  for  hia  com- 
plicity in  the  death  of  Huss  ;  for  the  various  acts  of 
injustice  from  the  council  which  he  had  sanctioned  ; 
for  the  publication  of  the  crusade,  hia  levying  armies 
against  the  kingdom,  and  studiously  defaming  it 
abroad,  in  order  to  swell  the  league  against  it ;  for 
his  acts  at  Breslan  in  burning  a  Calixtine,  and  put- 
ting many  eminent  citizens  to  death  ;  for  the  plunder 
and  devastation  committed  by  bis  army  ;  for  carry- 
ing off  the  crown  of  the  kingdom,  with  its  tables 
and  the  treasures  for  the  poor ;  for  giving  away  and 
alienating  the  march  of  Brandenberg,  which  be- 
longed to  Bohemia ;  for  his  slanders  against  the 
barons  of  the  kingdom,  calling  them  all  traltore,  and 
industriously  circulating  reports,  far  and  near,  preju- 
dicial to  the  reputation  of  Bohemia,  and  tending  to 
its  irreparable  injury  ;  for  his  violation  of  the  liber- 
ties and  rights  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  his  unjust  exac- 
tions, cruelly  enforced,  to  the  ruin  and  desolation  of 
many  cities. 

On  these  grounds,  they  demand  that  reparation 
be  made,  and  that  the  freedom  of  their  four  articles 
be  granted  them  without  reserve  or  limitation. 

To  these  articles  Sigismund  attempted  a  reply, 
but  it  made  only  a  feeble  impression.  ^  It  is  amusing 
to  observe  how  tbe  historian,  or  rather  the  carica- 
turist of  the  Hussites,  Cochleius,  attempts  to  vindi- 
cate Sigismund  from  the  charges  of  the  barons. 
He  begins  by  assuming  that  the  barons  are  all  here- 

'  Guerre  dea  Hub.,  i.  166, 
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tics ;  and,  oq  the  authority  of  Jerome,  be  defines  the 
heretic,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  as  one  in  whose 
mouth  13  no  truth,  whose  heart  is  vain,  whose  throat 
is  an  open  sepulchre,  and  whose  tongue  is  full  of 
deceit.  He  thence  infers  that  the  apology  of  the 
barons,  as  the  production  of  hej'etlcs,  is  false  and  vain, 
and  that  Sigismund,  whose  faith  and  virtue  have 
been  so  highly  praised,  could  not  have  been  guilty 
of  the  things  laid  to  his  charge.  His  carrying  away 
the  crown  and  the  archives  of  the  kingdom,  how- 
ever, is  defended  on  the  plea  of  Its  necessity. 

The  convention  had  not- yet  dispersed,  when  news 
arrived  of  an  invasion  on  the  borders  of  Silesia. 
The  bai'ons  at  once  made  arrangements  to  repel  the 
enemy.  Czenko  and  Krussina— a  strange  alliance 
of  Horebite  and  Calixtine — marched  against  them. 
The  Silesians  were  awed  by  the  opposing  force,  and 
hastily  reti'eated  across  the  border. 

Zisea,  previous  to  this,  had  gone  to  Wodnian,  near 
Praehin.  Thence  he  marched  to  the  siege  of  Raby.^ 
It  was  here  that  he  met  with  the  misfortune  of  the 
loss  of  his  other  eye.  He  had  mounted  a  tree  in 
order  to  inspect  the  entrenchments  of  the  enemy, 
when  an  aiTOw  from  the  walls  pierced  it.  After  he 
had  fully  ascertained  his  danger,  he  consented  to  be 
removed  to  Prague  that  he  might  have  the  aid  of 
the  physicians  of  that  city,  in  the  hope  that  its  sight 
might  possibly  be  restored.  But  his  own  impru- 
dence and  recklessness  destroyed  the  last  chance  of 
any  such  favorable  result.  The  old  hero  was  incura- 
bly and  hopelessly  blind.     Yet  even  now  he  could 

'  The  date  of  this  eTsnt  is  given  by  some  aulhoritiee  as  March  16,  142!. 
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not  forego  his  favorite  employment.  His  friends 
sought  to  retain  him  at  Prague.  But  he  withstood 
all  their  entreaties,  " Let  me  go,"  said  be ;  "I  have 
blood  yet  to  shed."  A  message  from  his  army  reached 
him.  It  urgently  pressed  Lis  retui'ti.  The  soldiers 
would  march  under  no  other  general.  This  determin- 
ed the  matter,  and  Zisca  hasteaed  to  rejoin  his  army. 

It  was  time  for  him  to  do  it.  The  empex'or  had 
made  extensive  though  ill-adviaed  preparations  for  an- 
other invasion  of  the  kingdom,  A  large  army  from 
Germany  was  to  enter  Bohemia  from  the  west,  while 
he  was  at  the  same  time  to  march  against  it  from  the 
east.  But  his  own  dilatoriness  defeated  his  plan. 
The  western  army,  soon  after  the  time  agreed  upon 
— the  day  of  St,  Bartholomew,  destined  to  become 
still  more  memorable  in  the  annals  of  persecution — 
crossed  the  Bohemian  frontier  and  commenced  the 
siege  of  Sozium.  But  the  resistance  they  met,  togeth- 
er with  their  disappointment  in  hearing  no  tidings 
of  the  emperor,  disconcerted  and  disheartened  them, 
and  leaving  their  work  undone,  they  returned  to  Ger- 
many, Their  immense  force,  estimated  at  200,000 
men,  was  dissolved  and  scattered. 

The  emperor  at  length  appeared  on  the  Bohemian 
frontier  toward  the  close  of  the  year,^  (Dec.  25, 
1421.)  Great  efforts  had  been  made  to  gather  an 
army  capable  of  resisting  him.  It  was  agreed  that 
its  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  city  of  Prague. 
But  all  would  have  been  in  vain  probably,  without 
the  aid  of  Zisca.  The  mere  presence  of  the  blind  old 
wari'ior  was  a  terroi'  to  the  foe. 

'  ^neaa  Sylvius,  oh,  sliy.     Guerre  des  Hus.,  i.  1^2. 
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Sigisrauud  with  his  powerful  army  was  now  ap- 
proaching Prague.  Several  places  had  already  been 
taken.  Zisea,  meanwhile,  had  been  busy  in  suppress- 
ing all  movements  throughout  Bohemia  in  favor  of  the 
emperor.  At  Pilsen,  however,  he  was  met  with  an 
obstinate  resistance,  and  was  forced  to  I'aise  the  siege 
aud  retreat  before  the  foe,  who  had  reassembled  and 
resumed  the  offensive  upon  receiving  intelligence  of 
the  emperor's  invasion.  Blind  as  he  was,  Zisca  con- 
ducted a  three  days'  retreat  to  Saatz  in  a  most  master- 
ly manner.  But  already  the  emperor  had  collected 
his  scattered  forces,  and  was  prepared  to  encircle, 
with  his  mighty  host,  the  doomed  city.  Prague  was 
alarmed,  and  summoned  the  blind  old  hero  again  to 
her  aid.  Zisea  was  received  within  her  walls,  almost 
with  royal  honors,^ 

Gathering  his  forces,  he  marched  first  to  Kutten- 
berg,  and  then  to  Czaslau,  But  the  citizens  of  Kut- 
tenberg  were  ill-pleased  with  the  vkit  of  the  Tabor- 
ites.  The  occasion  was  not  a  favorable  one.  The 
invading  army  strengthened  at  once  theii'  fears  and 
their  orthodoxy.  They  saw  for  the  firat  time  the  cere- 
monial, or  rather  the  want  of  ceremonial,  of  Taborite 
■worship.  Scarcely  had  the  soldiers  entered  the  city, 
when  they  hasted  to  improve  their  privilege  of  the 
freedom  of  communion.  With  all  their  dusty  cloth- 
ing upon  them,  just  as  they  were  when  they  dis- 
mounted from  their  horses,  they  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  sacred  assembly.  It  seemed  to  the  ICut- 
tenbergers  almost  a  sacrilege  thus  to  huriy  from 
their  horses  to  the  altar;  and  when  they  had  wit- 

'  Guerre  des  Hus.,  i.  173. 
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nessed  their  communion  with  comraoQ  bread,  and  the 
use  of  a  tin  or  wooden  cup  for  the  wine,  with  the 
short  prayer  and  simple  worda  of  consecration,  they 
turned  away  in  disgust.  So  strong  was  their  aver- 
sion to  such  alhes,  so  widely  divergent  was  the  prac- 
tise of  the  Taborites  in  the  communion  from  the 
old  forms  of  the  mass  which  the  Kuttenbergers  still 
retained,  that  scarcely  had  Zisca  with  his  forces  left 
the  city,  when  they  opened  their  gates  to  receive  the 
army  of  the  emperor. 

Ziaca  strengthened  the  fortifications  of  Czaslau, 
and  then  returned  to  cope  with  the  hostile  army. 
Sigismund  had  already  marched  upon  Humpoletz  and 
Ludetz,  when  the  antagonist  forces  approached  each 
other,  and  the  pickets  of  the  two  armies  exchanged 
blows.  At  this  critical  moment  the  treason  of  the 
Kuttenbergers  gave  Sigismund  the  advantage.  Put- 
ting their  city  in  his  rear  to  protect  it,  he  prepared 
to  confront  Zisca.  The  Hussite  general  saw  himself 
forced  to  retreat.  The  citizens  of  Prague,  uncertain 
of  the  issue,  fearful  of  incurring  the  vengeance  of 
Sigismund,  and  encouraged  by  the  example  of  Kut- 
tenberg,  began  to  drop  away  from  Zisca's  army.  As 
the  enemy  approached,  he  fell  back  upon  the  hill 
Transkauk;  and  here  it  was  that  the  emperor  felt 
that  he  had  his  sure  grasp  upon  his  destined  victim. 
He  carefully  spread  out  the  wings  of  his  army  to  en- 
close the  Taborites.  Night  settled  down  in  darkness  ■ 
over  the  scene,  and  the  morning  threatened  to  dawn 
upon  a  beleagured  host,  with  no  alternative  but  that 
of  sure  and  hopeless  defeat  or  unconditional  sur- 
render. 
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But  the  blind  Ziaca  was  not  to  be  so  easily  caught. 
He  waited,  indeed,  another  day,  retaining  his  position 
upon  the  hill,  whence  his  enemies  did  not  venture  the 
attempt  to  dislodge  him ;  bnt  on  the  second  night  his 
plans  were  matured  and  ready  for  execution.  Quietly 
marahalling  all  his  army,  he  led  them,  nearly  without 
loss,  aiid  with  scarcely  striking  a  blow,  through  the 
camp  of  the  enemy.  The  emperor  saw  himself  again 
defeated  in  his  plans — completely  outgeneralled  by 
an  antagonist  whom  he  I'egarded  as  ali'eady  within 
his  toils. 

Zisca  marched  first  to  Colin,  thence  to  Giezio  and 
Turnau,  recruiting  his  forces.  Sigismund  was  not 
prepared  to  attack  him  before  he  had  recovered  him- 
self sufBciently  to  be  able  to  turn  and  face  his  pur- 
suer. He  encamped  on  the  hanks  of  the  Nebonid, 
j'eady  for  battle.  But  Sigismund  no  longer  thought 
of  attacking  him.  He  withdrew  to  Moravia,  laying 
Kutteuberg — probably  deeming  its  fidelity  to  him  in 
this  time  of  his  reverse  utterly  unreliable — in  ashes. 
Zisca  followed  him  in  his  retreat.  He  overtook  him 
(Jan.  9,  1422)  at  Deutachbrod,  where  a  fierce  battle 
was  fought,  which  lasted  for  three  hours.  At  length 
victory  declared  in  favor  of  the  Taborites.  The  en. 
emy  fled,  but  their  retreat  proved  more  disastrous 
than  the  battle-field.  The  crowd  of  fugitives  was 
such  that,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bridge  of  the 
Sazanna,  their  progress  was  checked,  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand cavalry,  led  by  their  general,  Pipo  of  Florence, 
attempted  to  cross  the  river  on  the  iee.^  But  the 
weight  of  men  and  horses  proved  too  much  for  its 
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strengtli  to  support.  It  gave  way  beneath  them, 
aod  nearly  all  were  drowned.  Sigismund  continued 
his  retreat  to  Iglau.  He  left  behind  him  seven 
standards,  five  hundred  baggage-wagons,  and  an  im- 
mense booty,  which  Zisca  distributed  to  his  soldiers. 
■  Blind  though  he  was,  the  Taborite  general  could 
not  content  himself  with  merely  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive. The  loss  of  sight  forced  him  to  employ  the 
eyes  of  others,  and  from  their  observations  he  formed 
hia  plans  of  attack  or  defence.  His  memory  of  local- 
ities was  wonderful.  His  frequent  campaigns  had 
made  him  familiar  with  almost  every  part  of  Bohe- 
mia. The  whole  region  was  spread  out  before  his 
mind's  eye  like  a  map,  and  his  measures  were  takea 
with  the  utmost  wisdom  and  precaution.  In  battle, 
he  took  his  stand  upon  a  baggage-wagon,  near  the 
standard,  and,  by  the  eyes  of  others,  closely  watched 
each  stage  of  the  conflict,  and  the  necessities  of  his 
position.  Nothing  escaped  him.  He  discerned  as  if 
by  instinct,  and  by  a  military  genius  for  which  the 
age  in  which  he  lived  could  not  furnish  a  parallel  or 
a  rival,  the  strong  and  the  weak  points  of  each  array, 
and  the  measures  by  which  they  might  bo  turned  to 
his  own  advantage. 

As  a  genera!,  friends  and  enemies  vie  with  one 
another  in  elevating  him  to  the  first  rank.  Scarce 
any  history  of  Hebrews,  Greeks,  or  Latins,"  says 
Cochleius,^  "  biings  before  us  any  leader  of  armies 
of  such  capacity  as  Zisca  was."  An  undisciplined 
peasantry  were  trained  by  him  to  withstand  and 
repel  the   shock  of  imperial  cavalry.      A  restless 
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energy  in  his  iron  frame  defied  fatigue,  and  scorned 
to  rest,  and  into  his  troops  he  infused  his  own  activity 
and  daring.  But  prudent  sagacity  supplied  the 
means  of  energy  and  courage,  and  new  expedients 
were  devised  as  necessity  required,  till  his  soldiers 
attained  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  almost  magic 
skill  and  enterpiise  of  their  leader.  Many  of  his 
most  signal  and  successful  battles  were  fought  after 
he  had  become  entirely  blind ;  and  never,  till  the 
breath  left  his  body,  did  the  terror  of  his  name  cease 
to  make  his  foes  tremble. 

Returning  from  .the  pursuit  of  Bigismund,  he  found 
some  of  his  partisans  still  active  in  Bohemia.  The 
Bishop  of  Leitomischel,  the  bitter  enemy  of  Huss  and 
Jerome  at  Constance,  and  the  persecutor  of  the  Cal- 
ixtines,  now  appears  again  upon  the  stage.^  He  had 
been  promoted  to  the  bishopric  of  Olmutz,  and  on 
Conrad's  secession  to  the  Calixtines  he  was  elevated 
to  the  vacant  archbishopria  Sigismund  had  not  a 
more  faithful  and  daring  ally,  nor  the  Bohemians  a 
more  bitter  or  dangerous  foe.  At  the  moment  of 
the  threatened  invasion,  with  a  sword  for  his  crosier 
and  an  armed  band  for  his  flock,  he  attempted  to 
promote  at  once  the  cause  of  the  emperor  and  his 
own  by  violent  methods.  He  had  deservedly  earned 
the  epithet  of  "  The  Iron  Bishop."  From  the  altar  where 
he  celebrated  mass,  he  would  haste  to  the  camp, 
moant  on  horseback,  with  his  helmet  on  his  head 
and  his  body  cased  in  armor,  and  sink  the  church- 
man in  the  warrior,  the  bishop  in  the  general.  His 
rage  against  the  Hussites  was  almost  fiendish.     He 

'  Guerre  des  Has.,  L  1^5. 
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boasted  of  the  number  he  had  slain  with  his  own 
hand.  But  the  defeat  of  Sigismund  was  the  prelude 
to  his  own.  His  army  was  cut  to  pieces  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Broda,  and  completely  annihilated.  Zisca, 
assuming  the  authority  which  his  victories  assured 
hira,  seated  upon  the  ruins  of  the  fortress,  and  under 
the  captured  standards,  knighted  the  bravest  of  his  sol- 
diers, and  distributed  among  them  an  immense  booty. 

Not  content  with  thus  prostrating  the  enemy  in 
Bohemia,  Zisca  extended  bis  arms  into  Moravia.  He 
bad  already  reached  the  borders  of  the  Auati-ian  terri- 
tory, when  be  was  summoned  back  to  Prague.  Leav- 
ing behind  bim  his  ablest  general,  Procopius  Magnus, 
or  Rasus  as  be  was  called,  to  prosecute  the  war,  he 
returned  with  a  portion  of  his  army  into  Bohemia. 

Events  at  Prague  had  assumed,  suddenly,  an  omi- 
nous aspect.  On  the  refusal  of  the  king  of  Poland 
to  accept  the  crown,  it  had  been  offered  to  Withold, 
Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania.^  He  also  had  declined  to 
accept  it,  but  had  recommended  to  the  Bohemian 
barons  his  near  relative,  Sigismund  Oorj'but.  Accom- 
panying him  to  Prague,  they  had  both  sealed  their 
Calixtine  faith  by  partaking  of  the  communion  of 
the  cup.  But  at  this  juncture,  many  of  the  nobility 
disappointed,  perhaps  gladly,  by  the  king  of  Poland's 
declinature  of  the  crown,  had.  fallen  back  upon  their 
old  preference  for  Sigismund.  Doubtless  they  im- 
agined that  successive  defeats  had  made  him  wiser 
while  freedom  from  foreign  invasion  allowed  the 
antagonistic  elements  of  the  Taborites  and  Calixtines 
again  to  show  themselves. 

'  Fleury,  siri,  ISi 
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At  Prague  the  Calixtine  party  liad  refiovered  their 
supremacy,  and  had  elected  magistrates  who  favored 
their  views.  The  old  hostility  against  the  Taborites 
was  revived.  They  cited  before  them  the  bold  Pre- 
monstrant  monk,  John,  whom  they  accused  of  tyranny 
and  sanguinary  acts.^  The  monk  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons. "With  nine  of  his  companions  he  presented 
himself  at  the  council-house.  He  was  at  once  ar- 
rested, and  the  whole  number  were  summarily  tned 
and  executed.  It  was  attempted  to  keep  the  deed 
secret;  but  the  blood  of  the  victims  flowing  out. into 
the  street,  told  their  friends  of  their  sad  fate.  This 
was  the  signal  for  vengeance.  Jacobel,  whom  we 
now  find  on  the  side  of  the  Taborites,  encouraged 
the  multitude.  He  held  up  to  their  view  the  head 
of  the  monk,  whom  he  called  a  martyr.  In  their 
rage,  the  Taborites  assaulted  and  massacred  the  mag- 
istrates who  had  ordered  the  execution.  The  coun- 
cil-house was  taken,  and  the  library  destroyed.^ 

This  event  was  the  signal  for  hostilities  to  recom- 
mence. The  presence  of  Coiybut  had  no  effect  to 
repi'ess  passion  or  restore  order.  Although  a  Calix- 
tine, there  waa  a  strong  party  opposed  to  him.  When 
the  coronation  was  to  take  place,  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  obtain  the  regalia.  Some  of  these  SIgismund 
had  carried  away  with  him.  But  for  this,  it  is  pos- 
sible, as  Cochleiua  suggests,  that  Sigismund  would 
never  bave  recovered  his  throne.  At  first  Zisca 
favored  the  cause  of  Corybut.  He  urged  the  people 
generally  to  accept  him  as  king.  But  the  favorable 
moment  had  now  passed.     The  nation  was  divided 

'  Guerre  des  Hus.,  i,  169.  '  .^neas  Sylvius,  ch.  xliv. 
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into  iiefce  parties,  embittered  by  prejudice  and  mu- 
tual aggressions.  The  old  church  party  began  again 
to  raise  its  head, — and  these  at  one  extreme,  and  the 
Taborites  at  the  other,  were  irreconcilably  opposed 
to  Corybut,  It  was  in  vain  that  Zisca,  here  differing 
from  the  Taborites,  espoused  his  cause. 

The  diet  that  was  held  at  Prague  toward  the  close 
of  the  year  (Nov.,  1421)  to  determine  the  question 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  a  king,  was  much  divided. 
Zisca  urged  harmony,  and  the  exercise  of  a  kindly 
and  forbearing  spirit.  "  Forgive  one  another,"  said 
he,  "that  you  may  unite  in  saying  'Our  Father.'" 
On  the  other  hand,  he  did  not  fail  to  reprove  the 
violence  of  the  Taborites.  He  exhorted  them  to 
"honor  the  elders,  and  deal  justly,  not  with  violence, 
80  that  God  may  be  with  us."  But  his  counsels  and 
persuasions  were  vain.  There  was  an  utter  lack  of 
unanimity.  Corybut,  for  the  present  at  least,  de- 
spaired of  the  election,  and  prepared  to  leave  Prague. 

It  was  not  such  words  as  those  of  Zisca  that  would 
heal  the  division.  The  vengeance  of  the  Taborites 
for  the  murder  of  the  Premonstrant  monk  had  been 
signal,  and  had  embittered  their  foes.  They  bad 
unwittingly  given  the  latter  a  great  advantage.  In 
their  excitement  the  mob  had  proceeded  to  great 
lengths.  They  had  plundered  the  library  of  the 
university,  and  destroyed  the  records  of  the  council- 
house.  They  had  sacked  the  houses  of  the  council- 
lors, and  had  even  assaulted  the  dwellings  of  the 
Jews. 

As  if  this  provocation  was  not  enough,  the  citizens 
of  Prague  were  indignant  and  took  offence  at  the 
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tone  in  which  Zisca  had  addressed  them.  They  com- 
plained of  it  as  too  authoritative.  They  disliked  him 
the  more  that,  while  on  many  points  he  differed  from 
the  Taborites,  he  was  still  their  general,  and  lent  to 
them  the  strength  and  sanction  of  his  name.  Against 
him  therefore  their  animosity  was  now  directed. 

But  Zisca  was  not  a  man  to  be  trampled  upon  by 
those  whom  he  had  so  often  protected  from  invasion. 
Their  insults  could  not  be  directed  against  him  with 
impunity.  He  saw,  moreover,  that  unless  the  present 
movement  in  favor  of  Sigisraund  was  checked,  Bo- 
hemia would  be  subjected  to  bis  control,  and  not 
only  the  Taborites,  but  the  Calixtines  would  be  given 
over  to  the  counsels  of  such  men  as  the  Bishop  of 
Leitomischel,  who  were  living  embodiments  of  the 
spirit  of  the  crusade.  Even  Corybot,  favoring  the 
Calixtines  as  the  stronger  party,  and  the  one  from 
whom  he  had  the  most  to  expect,  was,  however  un- 
wittingly, playing  into  the  emperor's  hands.  Zisca 
withdrew  from  Prague,  brooding  over  his  plans  of 
vengeance,  which  he  was  not  slow  to  execute  against 
those  barons  whose  counsels  were  betraying  the 
freedom  and  the  interests  of  their  country.  He  at- 
tacked their  partisans  and  ravaged  their  estates. 

The  Calixtines  promptly  armed  to  repel  his  as- 
saults,' and  endeavored  to  crush  him  whom  they 
now  regarded  as  an  open  enemy.  All  their  former 
jealousies  were  revived  and  embittered.  He  stood 
in  the  way  of  their  coming  to  terms  with  Sigismund 
— terms  which,  however  ignominious,  they  were  will- 
ing to  accept.     Czenko  of  Wartemberg,  former  gov- 

Guerre  dea  Hus.,  i.  195. 
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ernor  of  the  castle,  gathered  an  army,  largely  com- 
posed of  the  nobility,  and  marched  against  Zisca. 
But  the  Taborite  general  waa  victoriong,  and  the 
Calistines  were  severely  beaten.  Distnbuting  the 
booty  among  his  soldiers,  Zisca  with  only  three  days' 
delay  pushed  ou  to  Kozagedy,  which  he  took  by 
storm.  Terror  preceded  him,  and  devastation  marked 
his  track.  He  mercilessly  cut  down  all  that  opposed 
him,  and  laid  castle  and  fortress,  as  well  as  all  that 
offered  resistance,  in  ashes. 

But  his  incessant  activity  and  unwearied  energy 
were  too  much  for  his  soldiers.  When  he  ordered  a 
night  march  upon  Koniggratz,  they  began  to  com- 
plain. "Zisca,"  said  they,  "is  blind,  but  we  are  not. 
We  cannot  fight  like  him  in  the  dark."  They  threat- 
ened to  halt  upon  their  march,  and  the  plans  of  their 
general  against  Koniggratz  were  in  danger  of  being 
defeated,  Zisca  reasoned  with  them.  He  endeavored 
to  overcome  their  reluctance  to  follow  him.  Him- 
self a  Calixtine  in  sentiment,  though  not  in  sympa- 
thy, his  arguments  were  the  more  forcible.  "It  is 
for  your  sake,"  said  he,  "  that  I  fight.  It  is  no  con- 
cern of  mine,  personally.  I  could  make  peace  for 
myself  if  I  chose.     All  is  for  your  good." 

Soothing  their  minds  with  these  reasonings,  he  at 
once  changed  his  course  of  remark,  and  surprised 
them,  by  one  of  those  strokes  of  policy  which  showed 
the  inexhaustible  resources  of  his  mind.  "Come, 
now,"  he  added,  "listen  to  counsel.  In  what  neigh- 
borhood are  we  now  ? "  "  Between  the  hills  Pod- 
mokly  and  Cziniswes,"  was  the  reply.  Zisca,  who  in  a 
moment  apprehended  the  position  of  the  army,  was 
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ready  with  an  expedient  to  meet  their  objection  of 
the  darkness  of  the  night.  "  Go  with  all  dispatch," 
said  he,  "  and  light  up  the  village  of  MiesteeZjSO  that 
we  may  see  our  way,"  The  comnaand  was  obeyed, 
and  the  conflagration  of  that  village  lighted  their 
march  to  the  walls  of  Koniggratz.  The  city  fell  into 
Zisca'a  hands,  with  scarce  the  show  of  resistance.  A 
friendly  party  within  aided  the  victors."  ^ 

But  the  Calixtines  of  Prague  felt  the  loss  of  the 
place  too  severely  not  to  make  strenuous  efforts  for 
its  recovery.  Borzek,  a  foi'mer  governor  of  Prague, 
led  out  an  army  to  attack  Zisca  and  regain  Konig- 
gratz. The  Taborite  general  did  not  decline  the 
offered  battle.  He  marched  out  to  meet  the  foe,  and 
a  terrible  conflict  ensued.  The  Calixtines  suffered  a 
complete  and  annihilating  defeat. 

The  course  of  events  had  wrought  a  change  in 
Zisca's  policy.  Driven  to  desperation  by  the  Calix- 
tines, he  now  conformed  to  the  Taborite  ceremonial. 
The  priests  before  him  no  longer  said  mass  in  their 
robes,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  old  church.  He 
had  been  willing  and  even  anxious  before,  that 
former  differences  between  Calixtiue  and  Taborite 
should  be  compromised  by  uniting  upon  Corybnt  as 
king.  But  this  expedient  failed  to  secure  unanimity, 
and  Corybut,  in  throwing  himself  into  the  arras  of 
the  Calixtines,  had  alienated  himself  more  than  ever 
from  the  Taborites,  Zisca  now  treated  him  as  an 
enemy.  He  had,  in  fact,  introduced  foreign  troops 
to  the  aid  of  the  army  of  Prague,  and  stood  ready 
to  lead  them  against  the  Taborites.     At  this  aspect 
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of  things  Zisca  felt  the  necessity  of  strengthening 
his  array.  Procopius,  whom  he  had  left  behind  him 
when  summoned  to  meet  the  diet  at  Prague,  and 
who  had  followed  the  enemy  across  the  frontier,  was 
probably  recalled ;  at  least  he  now  rejoined  Zisca 
with  his  forces  (May,  1422.) 

Borzek,  on  his  defeat,  in  which  he  was  badly 
wounded,  withdrew  to  his  castle.  Zisca  returned  to 
Koniggratz,  and,  destroying  its  fortifications  that  it 
might  be  defenceless  in  case  it  was  seized  by  the 
enemy,  marched  to  Czaslau.  Here  he  stengthened 
himself,  and  put  the  place  in  a  state  of  defence  against 
the  new  army  which  was  marching  against  him  from 
Prague.  One  of  his  generals,  Lupak,  with  the 
force  under  his  command,  was  ent  off  by  the  enemy. 
Zisca  upon  this  seems  to  have  withdrawn  from  Czas- 
lau,  willing  probably  to  have  it  stand  a  siege  and 
delay  the  foe,  while  he  hastened  to  Moravia, '  where 
the  Archduke  Albei't,  nephew  of  Sigismund,  was 
recovering  the  cities  which  Procopius  had  taken. 
The  archduke  laid  claim  to  Moravia  as  a  gift  from 
the  emperor,  and  exerted  all  his  energies  to  drive 
out  the  Hussites  and  subject  it  to  his  own  dominion. 
He  was  engaged  in  beleaguering  Suntenberg,  when 
Procopius  was  dispatched  to  relieve  it.  At  the 
news  of  the  approach  of  Zisea's  army,  (Aug.  12, 
1422,)  the  archduke  consulted  his  safety  by  a  hasty 
retreat.  He  was  not  anxious  even  to  face  the  ter- 
rible army  of  the  blind  old  Taborite  general. 

Zisca,  taking  summaiy  vengeance  upon  all  parties 
that  had  shown  any  inclination  to  favor  the  arch- 

'  Gaerre  des  Hue.,  i.  196. 
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duke,  followed  tiin  in  his  retreat.  He  advanced 
into  Austria  as  far  as  Stokerau,  on  the  Danube,  and 
only  four  leagues  from  Vienna.  The  archduke,  Low- 
ever,  had  escaped  him,  and  lay  upon  the  Opposite 
bank.  Zisca  turned  aside  for  the  siege  of  Kremsen, 
when  the  army  from  Prague,  which  had  fallowed  on 
his  track,  came  up  with  him.  Procopiua  promptly 
marched  to  his  relief;  and  the  army  of  Prague,  led 
by  John — possibly  the  archbishop— was  foiled.  Zisca, 
secure  for  the  present  from  the  archduke,  whom 
he  left  to  be  looked  after  by  his  general  Proeopius, 
returned  to  Bohemia. 

Never  had  a  harder  task  than  the  present  one  been 
confided  even  to  his  hands.  The  Calixtines  and  the 
imperialists  were  virtually  in  league  together  against 
him.  The  one  within,  and  the  other  without  the 
kingdom,  attempted  to  crush  him  as  the  common 
enemy  of  both.  But  the  spirit  of  the  blind  hero 
breathed  defiance,  and  his  genius  and  skill  were 
equal  to  the  emergency.  With  Proeopius  left  be- 
hind him  to  hold  the  foreign  enemy  in  check,  he 
now  turned  to  suppress  internal  hostilities.  At  Cka- 
litz,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Koniggratz,  he  fell  in 
with  a  body  of  troops  from  Prague,  which  he  cut  to 
pieces  and  dispersed.  Arnau,  however,  nine  miles 
north  of  Koniggratz,  repulsed  his  assault,  (Jan.  6, 
1423.)  The  castle  of  Mlazowicza  was  less  fortanate. 
It  fell  into  his  hands,  and  he  signalized  his  vengeance 
by  hewing  its  commander  in  pieces.  For  several 
months  he  continued  his  ravages  by  flying  marches, 
increasing  as  much  as  possible  the  strength  of  his 
army.      Klattau  was  taken    by  storm;    but   when 
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Zisca  reached  Saatz,  his  whole  force  consisted  of  only 
T,000  foot  and  500  horse.  Yet  with  this  force  he 
directed  his  marshal,  John  Bzdinka,  to  march  in  the 
direction  of  Czaslau  and  Prague.  At  Kostelez  he 
fell  in  with  the  Calixtine  army,  under  the  command 
of  Czenko.  The  Elbe  now  threatened  to  cut  off  all 
opportunity  of  retreat,  and  Czenko'a  army  was  too 
strong  to  be  safely  withstood.  The  Taborites,  how- 
ever, discovered  a  ford  by  which  they  were  enabled 
to  cross  the  Elbe,  and  for  three  days  the  army  of 
Czenko  followed  in  close  pursuit.  Zisca  was  over- 
taken near  Kuttenberg,  and  finding  the  ground  fa- 
vorable, no  longer  declined  battle,  Corybut,  who 
now  made  common  cause  with  the  Calixtine  army 
of  Prague,  arrived  with  a  reinforcement,  and  Zisca, 
who  had  animated  his  soldiers  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  pointed  them  to  the  ruins  of  Kuttenberg  as  an 
illustration  of  imperial  mercy,  saw  the  opportunity 
of  gaining  a  decisive  victoiy  unexpectedly  snatched 
from  his  grasp.  Feigning  an  apprehension  of  defeat, 
he  slowly  retreated,  till  by  his  manceuvres  he  had 
drawn  the  enemy  into  a  position  in  which  he  could 
safely  engage. 

Again  victorious,  Zisca  now  commenced  his  march 
directly  for  Prague,  which  he  reached  on  Sept.  11, 
(1423.)  He  had  now  thrice  defeated  the  most  pow- 
erful armies  which  his  enemies  at  Prague  could 
marshal,  and  the  intelligence  of  his  approach  filled 
them  with  consternation.  ^  They  determined,  how- 
ever, to  resist  his  attack,  and  closing  the  gates  against 
him,  forced  him  to  the  necessity  of  storming  the 
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city.  But  here  his  soldiei's  began  to  hesitate  and 
muraiur.  They  had  too  often  fought  to  defend  those 
walls  which  they  were  now  to  assault,  not  to  shrink 
from  an  act,  however  necessary  in  their  circum- 
stances, which  only  the  genius  and  the  vengeance  of 
Zisca  could  have  conceived  and  dared.  Though 
accustomed  to  blood,  and  hardened  to  all  the  atroci- 
ties of  the  battle-field,  their  hearts  were  affected, 
and  complaints  were  heard  when  Zisca  proceeded 
with  his  measures  for  storming  the  city. 

But  the  blind  old  warrior  could  speak  as  well  as 
fight,  and  could  marshal  and  guide  the  passions  of 
men  with  a  skill  equal  to  that  with  which  he  con- 
ducted armies.  Standing  on  a  cask,  where  he  might  be 
seen  of  those  whom  he  no  longer  saw,  he  harangued 
his  troops,  and  his  powerful  voice  at  once  kindled 
all  hearts  by  its  familiar  yet  stirring  tones.^  "  Com- 
panions," said  he,  "  why  do  you  murmur  ?  I  am  not 
your  enemy,  but  your  general.  It  is  by  me  that  you 
have  gained  so  many  victories— by  me  that  you  have 
won  fame  and  wealth.  And  yet,  for  you  I  have 
lost  my  sight,  I  am  condemned  to  ceaseless  darkness. 
.  .  .  For  all  my  labors,  what  is  my  reward  ?  Noth- 
ing but  a  name  !  It  is  then  for  you  that  I  have 
acted ;  that  I  have  conquered.  It  is  not  ray  own 
interest  that  arms  me  against  this  city.  It  is  not  the 
blood  of  a  blind  old  man  that  it  thirsts  after,  but  it 
dreads  your  inti-epid  hearts  and  your  invincible  arms. 
When  they  shall  have  taken  rae  in  their  nets,  they 
will  lay  snares  for  you,  from  which  you  will  scarcely 
escape.     Let  us  therefore  take  Prague.     Let  us  crush 
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the  sedition  before  Sigismund  is  informed  of  it.  A 
few  men,  well  united,  will  do  more  against  the  em- 
peror than  avast  multitude  divided.  Let  do  person 
therefore  accuse  me,  for  I  act  in  your  interest.  Now 
make  your  choice.  "Will  you  have  peace  ?  Take 
care  that  it  does  not  cover  some  ambush !  "Will  you 
have  war  ?     Here  I  am  !" 

These  words  had  the  desired  effect.  There  was 
no  more  murmuring.  The  Taborites  invested  the 
city,  and  suffered  no  one  to  issue  forth  from  the 
gates.  Every  thing  was  ready  for  the  assault,  but 
Zisca  delayed  his  order  to  storm  the  city.  Perhaps 
he  had  ever  hoped,  and  still  believed,  that  he  would 
be  spared  the  terrible  necessity.  If  he  had  laid  hia 
plans  to  subdue  the  city  by  terror,  he  was  not  disap- 
pointed. The  citizens  had  no  wish  to  engage  in  con- 
flict with  the  man  who  rarely  lost  a  battle — never 
succumbed  under  defeat — never  abandoned  his  pur- 
pose. They  could  not  bear  to  imagine  what  results 
might  follow  the  storming  of  the  city,  or  the  revival 
within  it  of  the  spirit  of  the  Premonstrant  monk,  a 
spirit  suppressed  and  almost  stifled,  but  still  ready  to 
show  itself,  if  occasion  permitted,  as  flerce  and  as  terri- 
ble as  ever.  They  met  to  deliberate,  and  determined 
to  send  a  deputation  to  Zisca  to  induce  him  to  releot. 

At  the  head  of  the  deputation  was  John  of  Eoky- 
zan,  a  Calixtine  preacher  of  great  credit  and  ability, 
subsequently  archbishop,  who  from  the  obscurity  and 
poverty  of  his  birth  had  raised  himself  by  his  talents 
to  a  high  position.  His  representations  were  effectual 
with  Zisca,  who  in  all  probability  was  only  too  will- 
ing to  listen  to  counsels  which  might  at  once  spare 
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his  own  honor  and  the  execation  of  his  terrible 
threat.  To  the  entreaties  of  the  deputation  he  lent 
a  favorable  ear,  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
were  at  once  settled.  It  was  signed  in  the  camp ; 
and,  as  a  monument  of  the  alliance,  and  from  regard 
for  ancient  customs,  a  pile  of  stones  was  raised  upon 
the  spot,  as  if  to  intimate  that  the  pai'fcy  which 
should  violate  its  provisions  should  perish  beneath 
the  stones  that  formed  the  rude  altar.  Zisca  then 
made  a  public  entry  into  Prague,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  honors,  and  was  allowed  to 
exercise  a  paramount  authority. 

The  emperor's  hopes,  which  he  had  based  upon 
the  divisions  of  the  Bohemian  nation,  were  baf&ed 
by  the  truce  which  restored  to  Zisea  the  control  of 
the  kingdom.  He  saw  that  arms  and  counsels  were 
alike  futile  to  regain  it,  while  he  had  such  a  foe  to 
watch  and  counterwork  his  designs.  He  sought 
therefore  to  win  him  over  by  the  most  liberal  prom- 
ises. "  For  himself,"  he  said,  "  it  was  sufficient 
that  he  should  merely  be  p'odairaed  king  of  Bohe- 
mia. To  Zisea  should  be  left  the  government  of  the 
kingdom."  To  all  these  honors  Sigisrauud  joined 
the  promise  to  Zisea  of  immense  wealth.^ 

This  was  to  the  emperor  a  most  humiliating  pos- 
ture of  affairs.  After  all  his  efforts,  supported  by 
the  huU  of  the  pope  and  successive  crusading  ar- 
mies, he  saw  himself  reduced  to  the  ignominy  of 
offering  to  accept  the  aid  and  reward  the  valor  ^f 
the  man  who,  in  defence  of  what  had  been  branded 
as  heresy,  had  demolished  and  annihilated  all  his 
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armies,  ^neas  Sylvius  grows  indignant  in  narra- 
ting a  proceeding  which  he  condemns  aa  a  disgrace  to 
the  emperor,  and  a  stain  upon  his  royal  name.*  That 
a  man  whom  all  Christendom  venerated,  and  of 
whom  heatheu  nations  stood  in  awe — the  son  of  aa 
emperor,  and  an  emperor  himself — in  the  vigor  of  his 
years,  should  be  reduced  to  treat  upon  such  terms 
with  "  a  man  hardly  noble  by  birth,  old,  blind,  heret- 
ical, sacrilegious,  with  audacity  for  any  enormity;" 
that  he  should  offer  him  the  government  of  the 
kingdom,  the  command  of  its  armies,  and  an  immense 
yearly  revenue,  in  order  to  secure  his  alliance  and 
aid ;  all  this  was  indeed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Roman 
historian,  as  disgraceful  as  it  was  humiliating.  If 
Huss  had  ever  longed  for  revenge  upon  his  murder- 
ers, if  he  had  wished  them  an  earthly  retribution  for 
their  crime,  he  could  not  have  imagined  anything 
more  bitter  as  a  dreg  in  their  cup,  than  that  they 
should  see  their  chosen  champion,  supported  by  the 
papal  bull  and  immense  armies,  forced  to  bend  the  knee 
to  a  man  who  was  regarded  at  once  as  a  rebel  and  a 
heretic,  and  whose  very  blindness  made  the  homage 
paid  him  more  bitterly  if  not  ludicrously  humiliating. 
But  the  terms  proposed  were  never  executed. 
"We  do  not  even  know  how  they  were  regarded  by 
Zisca.  It  is  more  than  possible  that  he  thought 
favorably  of  them.  Specious  pretexts  were  not 
wanting  for  their  acceptance.  He  might  have  been 
king  himself  in  all  but  name,  and  none  better  than 
he  united  a  knowledge  of  the  people  with  a  capacity 
to  govern  them. 

'  ,^neas  Syhius,  ch,  xlvi. 
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Bnt  at  this  culminating  point  of  Zisca's  fortunes 
death  overtook  him.  He  lived  to  foil  the  purposes 
of  Sigismund,  and  died  at  the  moment  wheu  his 
death  was  in  some  respects  another  defeat  to  blast 
his  hopes.  Had  he  been  longer  spared  to  his  conn- 
try,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  nation 
would  have  been  harmonized,  if  that  were  possible, 
and  that  under  his  government  national  prosperity 
and  freedom  of  worship  would  have  gone  hand  in 
hand.  The  plague,  however,  which  was  at  the  time 
ravaging  Bohemia,  numbered  him  among  its  victims. 
He  died  Oct.  11,  1424,  while  engaged  in  the  siege 
of  a  small  town  on  the  Moravian  border.  Perhaps, 
with  a  foresight  of  the  hostility  that  might  bunt  out 
his  bones  and  drag  them  like  Wickliffe's  from  their 
grave,  he  ordered  his  soldiers  to  abandon  his  body 
to  the  birds  of  prey,  and  to  have  his  skin  made  into 
a  drum,  the  mere  sound  of  which  would  make  their 
enemies  tremble.  ^ 

The  command  of  Zisca  was  not,  however,  obeyed. 
His  body  was  interred  with  honors  in  the  cathedral 
church  at  Czaslau,  and  his  iron  mace  was  suspended 
near  his  tomb.  Upon  his  monument  was  placed, 
according  to  Theobald,  in  his  history  of  the  Hussite 
ware,  the  following  inscription :  "  Here  lies  John 
Zisca,  inferior  to  no  other  general  in  military  science, 
the  rigorous  punisher  of  the  pride  and  avarice  of 
the  priesthood,  and  the  zealous  defender  of  his  conn- 
try.  What  the  blind  Appius  Claudius  did  for  the ' 
"Romans  by  Vm  counsel,  and  Cuiius  Camillus  by  his 
actions,  I  accomplished  for  the  Bohemians.     I  never 

'  Fleury,  xxvi.  622.    Guer.  des  Hue,,  i.  208. 
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failed  fortune,  nor  she  me ;  and  although  blind,  I 
always  perceived  what  ought  to  be  done.  I  have 
fought  eleven  timea  with  standards  displayed,  and  I 
have  always  conquered.  I  was  unceasingly  seen  de- 
fending the  cause  of  the  unfortunate  and  the  poor, 
against  sensual  and  bloated  priests,  and  therefore  did 
God  sustain  me.  If  their  hatred  did  not  oppose  it, 
I  should  be  reckoned  aniong  the  most  illustrious ; 
and  yet,  in  spite  of  the  pope,  my  bones  repose  in  this 
holy  place." 

la  the  biography  of  Zisca  published  at  Prague,  ^ 
another  epitaph  is  given,  more  in  keeping  with  the 
character  of  the  man,  and  which  may  have  been 
inscribed  after  the  former  was  defaced.  "  Here 
rests  John  Zisca,  the  leader  of  oppressed  freedom 
in  the  name  and  for  the  name  of  God."  "We  are 
told,  moreover,  that  not  far  from  h^  tomb  was  en- 
graved the  inscription — "  Hnss,  here  reposes  John 
Zisca,  thy  avenger ;  and  the  emperor  himself  has 
quailed  before  him." 

Zisca's  person  was  of  middle  stature,  of  a  strong 
and  muscular  frame,  especially  in  the  shoulders 
and  chest.  Ilis  head  was  large,  round,  and  closely 
shaven.  His  nose  was  aquiline,  and  his  long  mous- 
taches added  to  the  ferocity  of  a  co'untenance  that 
spoke  out,  in  its  bold  and  eagle  eye,  the  penetra- 
tion and  the  energy  of  the  man.  His  complexion 
was  dark  and  bilious,  bespeaking  his  capacity  for 
long  and  patient  endurance  ;  and  his  forehead  pre- 
sented that  indenture,  falling  perpendicularly  down 
it,  whicthas  been  remarked  in  several  famous  war- 

'  Edition  of  1789. 
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riors — and  has  in  consequence  been  callecl  the  mar- 
tial line.' 

His  outward  aspect  waa  no  unworthy  index  of  the 
spirit  within.  In  all  that  pertained  to  war  or  strat- 
egy, Zisca  was  the  man  of  his  age,  and  it  is  even 
doubtful  whether  the  world  has  ever  presented  any 
leaders  of  armies  who  might  not  be  honored  by 
being  accounted  rivals  of  Zisca  in.  ability.  With  a 
kingdom  rent  by  dissensions,  and  the  weaker  and 
less  powerful  class  only  on  his  side,  he  had  to  repel 
successive  assaults  from  armies  immensely  superior, 
and  led  by  able  generals.  He  bad  to  stand — single- 
handed  as  it  were — against  the  hosts  of  Christendom 
animated  by  the  spirit  of  religious  bigotry,  and 
breathing  exterminating  vengeance  against  all  that 
bore  the  name  of  Huss,  or  expressed  sympathy  for 
him.  But  he  met  the  tide  successfully ;  he  stemmed 
it  and  turned  it  back.  In  the  most  desperate  cir- 
cumstances, he  never  quailed  or  wavered.  Unfore- 
seen and  overwhelming  difficulties  only  brought  out 
the  inexhaustible  resources  of  his  genius  and  sagac- 
ity, and  he  never  offered  to  capitulate,  but  alwaya 
waited  to  accept  terms  of  surrender  from  the  foe. 
He  did  not  make  his  suit  to  Prague,  but  Prague 
made  its  suit  to  him.  He  did  not  solicit  the  empe- 
ror's alliance ;  the  emperor,  however,  solicited  his. 
The  tactics,  equipage,  and  defences  of  his  army,  as 
well  as  their  unshrinking  courage  and  resolute  energy, 
betrayed  the  impress,  and  manifested  at  once  the 
sagacity  and  the  inspiring  power  of  Ziaea's  genius. 
His  enemies  might  condemn  him  as  a  heretic.     They 
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might  blacken  his  memory  with  charges  of  crimes 
that  make  us  shudder,  tut  his  ability  as  a  general, 
and  his  unapproachable  mastery  in  the  art  of  con- 
ducting battles  and  managing  armies,  were  never 
questioned. 

What  his  real  character  was  as  a  man,  is  some- 
what more  doubtful.  His  enemies  have  drawn  his 
portrait ;  and  no  friendly  hand,  unless  that  which 
inscribed  his  epitaph,  has  rescued  it  from  their  cari- 
cature. It  is  evident  that  his  soul  glowed  with  the 
deepest  resentment  and  indignation  at  the  wrongs 
of  Huss,  and  the  injustice  of  the  council  that  ordered 
his  execution.  He  saw  a  whole  nation  virtually 
condemned  unheard,  and  hemmed  around  by  a 
league  of  Christendom,  marshalled  by  a  papal  crusade 
to  carry  out  the  sentence.  He  felt  himself  called 
to  be  an  avenger  of  the  wronged,  and  he  fulfilled 
his  mission  with  an  inexorable  severity.  No  tears 
flowed  from  his  blind  eyes.  Pity  was  in  his  view 
a  weakness,  of  which  he  was  rarely  known  to  be 
guilty.  His  system  of  army  discipline  was  inflexi- 
bly rigid,  and  it  extended  to  all  the  acts  and  cir- 
cumstances of  a  state  of  war.  It  was  truly  a  mili- 
tary code,  and  every  infraction  was  punished  with 
death. 

Zisca  was  undoubtedly  ambitious,  as  he  was  cruel, 
but  grosser  vices  were  foreign  to  his  character.  He 
distributed  the  plunder  to  the  army,  never  anxious 
to  retain  it  himself.  Every  soldier  was  a  brother, 
and  that  was  the  epithet  which  he  employed  in  his 
familiar  intercourse  with  his  army.  He  was  more- 
over a  Bohemian  in  heart  and  soul.     He  loved  his 
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country.  He  resented  her  wrongs,  and  burned  to 
avenge  her  insulted  honor,  "With  too  sound  a  mind 
to  be  carried  away  by  fanaticism,  he  knew  how  to 
employ  the  fanaticism  of  others  ;  and  yet,  in  his  owa 
way  he  was  scrupulously  devout  and  religious.  In 
spite  of  all  his  cruelty  and  his  ambition,  we  must 
account  him  a  great  and  au  honest  man,  sincere  in 
his  convictions  as  he  was  terrible  in  his  vengeance. 
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—  Befeatop  thb  Impekialibts,  —  Varuncb  Between  the  CALisriNEa  and  TA- 
— MsAflnKES  of  pRocopins.— Hia  CiNFAIHfiS.  — MiilTIN  V.  tTllGES  A  CllUSADE.— 
Letter  to  the  Kino  of  Poland.  —  Diais  of  PEESBniui  and  NnBEMBERn.  —  Tan 
Ftmai,  Cecsadk.  —  Letter  of  the  Cardinal  Legate. — Letter  of  the  Bohe- 
mians.—Eoct  OF  THE  Aeht.  —  Boon. 

OoT.  11,  1424  — Jan.,  1432. 

The  success  of  the  Taborites  was  largely  due  to 
the  impolitic  and  cruel  measures  of  the  papal  party. 
At  the  very  time  when  Zisca  was  most  closely  pressed 
"by  the  imperialists,  he  found  a  most  effective,  al- 
though involuntary,  ally  in  an  unexpected  quarter. 
In  its  thirty-ninth  session,  the  council  of  Constance 
had  decreed  that  another  council  should  be  convoked, 
to  prosecute  still  further  the  l-eform  which  it  assumed 
to  have  initiated.  It  was  to  be  convoked  within  the 
space  of  six  years  from  the  close  of  its  own  sessions. 

The  council  thus  decreed,  was  convoked  by  a  bull 
of  Martin  V.,  and  its  opening  session  was  held  at  Pa  via 
early  in  May,  1423.  But  the  thin  attendance,  and 
the  dread  of  the  plague,  which  had  commenced  its 
ravages  in  the  city,  led  to  its  transfer  to  Sienna, 
whither  the  members  were  directed  to  repair  by  the 
(610) 
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flrat  of  ^November  of  tlie  same  year.  The  first  ses- 
eioQ  was  held  upon  the  25th,  and  the  council  pro- 
ceeded to  fulminate  the  most  aevere  deci'ees  against 
the  followers  of  Wickliffe  and  Hnss.  Temporal 
princes  were  enjoined  to  drive  them  oat  of  their  do- 
minions ;  spiritual  rewards  were  promised  to  such  as 
should  inform  against  them,  or  give  them  over  into 
the  hands  of  the  inquisitors.  It  was  ordained,  more- 
over, that  the  decree  granting  indulgences  should  be 
read  yearly  to  the  people,  in  an  audible  voice,  on  the 
first  and  fourth  Sundays  of  Lent,  and  on  several  of 
the  festivals  of  the  church.  All  intercourse  with  the 
condemned  heretics  was  forbidden.  Such  as  fur- 
nished them  with  food,  spices,  salt,  or  weapons  of 
war,  were  to  be  subjected  to  severe  penalties.^  Secu- 
lar princes  were  to  spare  no  effort  for  their  complete 
extermination. 

No  measure  could  have  been  more  unwise  than 
this  of  the  council.  It  could  not  fail  to  strengthen 
the  prejudice,  and  exasperate  anew  the  feelings  of 
the  Bohemians  against  the  papal  party.  Undoubt^ 
edly  it  strengthened  the  cause  it  was  meant  to  crush, 
and  deferred  for  years  the  hope  of  compromise. 

The  death  of  Zisca  left  the  Taborites  without  an 
acknowledged  leader.  Some  of  them — to  indicate 
their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  which  they  had  sustained 
—called  themselves.  The  Oi-phaTis.  Zisca  had  been 
a  father  to  them,  and  his  death  was  bewailed  with 
an  unaffected  grief.  Others  were  absorbed  by  the 
Horebites,  while  others  still  chose  to  retain  their  old 
name.^ 

'  Richerins,  iij.  259, 23?.  '  Fleury,  nrl  623. 
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Among  the  ablest  generals  who  survived  Zisca, 
were  Procopius  Magnus  (or  Kasus,  for  he  had  origi- 
nally been  a  monk^)  and  Procopius  Parvus,  the  for- 
mer of  wliom  had  beeo  thoroughly  trained  in  Zisca's 
school,  and  had  eminently  justified  the  confidence 
whicli  the  latter  reposed  in  his  ability.  The  course 
of  events  soon  elevated  him  to  the  position  of  virtual, 
if  not  acknowledged,  leader  of  the  party.  But  the 
death  of  Zisca  had  been  equivalent  to  a  sore  defeat. 
It  was  impossible  that  some  degree  of  disorganiza- 
tion should  not  follow  upon  the  loss  of  a  leader  of 
such  preeminence.  Civil  disorders  again  prevailed. 
Sigismund  and  Martin  V.  were  not  inattentive  ob- 
servers of  events,  and  with  renewed  hope,  determined 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  favorable  moment  for  the 
execution  of  their  long-cherished  bat  oft  defeated 
designs.  A  renewal  of  the  crusade  was  preached  at 
the  instigation  of  the!  pope,  and  an  army  100,000 
imperialists  was  gathered  under  the  invading  ban- 
ners. They  marched  to  the  relief  of  the  town  of 
Ausch  which  had  been  besieged  by  the  Hussites,  but 
were  repulsed  with  a  severe  loss  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  thousand  men.  The  battle  was  fought  June 
15,  1426,  and  the  intelligence  was  speedily  carried  to 
Nuremberg,  where  a  diet  had  been  assembled,  and 
where  another  invasion  of  Bohemia  had  been  re- 
solved upon,  at  the  instigation  of  the  papal  legate, 
Pontanus  Oraini.  But  the  terror  caused  by  this  de- 
feat was  such,  that  all  measures  for  executing  this 
resolve  of  the  diet  were  at  once  stayed, 

A  year  was  suffered  to  pass  before  the  electoral  and 

'Life  of  Procopiua.    Prague,  IW^. 
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other  princes  could  unite  on  any  further  measures. 
A  diet  was  then  held  at  Frankfort,  at  which  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  four  distinct  armies  should 
be  assembled  for  the  invasion  of  Bohemia.  Every 
soldier  was  required  to  confess  and  hear  mass  once  a 
week,  Nothing  was  neglected  to  secure,  by  ritual 
devotion,  the  divine  favor.  The  Cardinal  of  Win- 
chester assumed  the  chief  command.  Acting  under 
the  special  directions  of  the  pope,  and  authorized  to 
use  at  discretion  the  spii-itual  or  the  temporal  sword,* 
he  urged  forward  the  preparations  for  a  decisive 
campaign.  A  numerous  army  was  gathered,  a  por- 
tion of  which  proceeded  to  the  siege  of  Miess,  a  small 
town  on  the  western  bordei«  of  Bohemia,  in  the 
circle  of  Pilsen, 

Intelligence  of  the  invasion  soon  reached  the  Ta- 
borites.  All  internal  dissensions  were  immediately  at 
an  end.  They  marched  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
to  the  relief  of  the  beleaguered  city.  Scarcely  was 
the  Grerman  army  aware  of  their  approach,  when 
they  appeared  within  sight  of  the  walls.  A  panic 
terror  seized  the  imperial  host.  Without  waiting  to 
meet  a  foe  which  their  feam  magnified,  they  bi'oke 
and  fled  in  confusion.  Their  terror  was  infectious. 
The  next  division  of  the  imperial  army  was  thrown 
into  hopeless  disorder,  and  the  iron  flails  of  the 
Horebites  did  fearful  execution  upon  the  broken 
ranks  of  the  invadei-s.  An  immense  booty,  com- 
posed of  almost  every  description  of  military  stores, 
was  the  reward  of  Bohemian  valor,^ 

The  princes  of  the  empire  had  leai'ned  a  lesson 

'  Fleury,  xivL  6B1.  '  jSiefla  SjlTius,  oi.  xL 
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wtich  was  not  .soon  forgotten.  Several  years 
before  the  attempt  to  subdue  Boliemia  was  renewed. 
The  removal,  however,  of  external  danger,  again 
allowed  scope  for  internal  dissension.  The  Calix- 
tines  and  Taborites  were  soon  at  variance.  No  one 
showed  himself  more  anxious  to  conciliate  the  oppos- 
ing parties,  and  restore  peace  to  the  kingdom,  than 
Proeopius  Magnus.  By  his  able  generalship  and 
terrible  victories,  he  had  acquired  a  fame  second 
only  to  that  of  Zisca,  But  he  was  less  ambitious  of 
military  distinction  than  anxious  to  secure  civil  peace 
and  order.  As  occasion  required,  he  appeared  by 
turns  the  theologian,  the  negotiator,  the  general. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1428,  a  con- 
vention was  held  at  Beraun  to  see  what  could  be 
done  toward  a  general  pacification  of  the  nation. 
The  Taborites,  Orphans,  and  Calixtines  from  Prague 
were  present.  But  there  was  no  possibility  of  bring- 
ing the  different  parties  to  stand  upon  a  common 
platform.  Proeopius  and  his  Taborites  contended 
that  sacerdotal  habits  were  not  necessary  to  the 
proper  solemnization  of  the  eucharist,  and  that  there 
was  no  need  of  elevating  or  adoring  the  host.  The 
Calixtine  view  of  the  seven  sacraments  was  rejected 
by  those  whom  he  represented,  while  differences 
were  also  developed  in  regard  to  the  doctrines  of 
free-will,  justification,  and  predestination.^ 

The  convention  broke  up  without  accomplishing 
anything.  Proeopius,  somewhat  provoked  at  the 
course  of  the  Calixtines,  withdrew  to  Eaudnitz,  there 
to  meet  and  welcome  the  Taborite  Smirekzic,  who 

1  Guerre  des  Hus,,  i,  267. 
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had  been  imprisoned  at  Prague  for  sedition,  but  who 
had  managed  to  escape.  The  Orphans  of  Kuttenberg 
planned  and  executed  an  invasion  of  Silesia,  marking 
their  way  by  ravaged  villages  and  desolated  monas- 
teries. At  Nissa  they  were  arrested  by  an  obstinate 
resistance ;  and,  even  when  Procopius  had  marched 
to  their  relief,  were  forced  to  retreat  with  loss.  This 
was  only  the  earnest  of  a  more  serious  defeat  suffered, 
by  the  Taborites  and  Orphans  at  Brunn,  in  Moravia. 
The  impenalists  prudently  declined  to  pursue  their 
advantage.  They  did  not  wish  to  confront  men  who 
might  be  goaded  to  desperate  courage  by  another 
assault.  The  Taborites  were  suffered  to  withdraw 
to  Austria,  and  the  Orphans  to  Bohemia.  They  first 
extended  their  ravages  to  Cornenburg  and  Vienna; 
but,  apprehensive  of  an  attack  fr'om  Hungary,  with- 
drew to  Tabor.  The  fortified  town  of  Bechin  had 
meanwhile  begun  to  act  upon  the  offensive.  Proco- 
pius took  it,  after  a  siege  of  four  months,  and  gar- 
risoned it  with  Taborites. 

The  Orphans,  at  the  same  time,  prosecuted  the 
siege  of  Lichtenberg.  In  want  of  food,  they  marched 
into  Silesia,  leaving  but  a  small  portion  of  their  forces 
behind  them.  The  besieged  did  not  fail  to  improve 
the  occasion  to  make  a  sortie.  A  partial  success 
encouraged  them  in  their  hopes  of  a  successful  resist- 
ance, but  in  December  (1428)  they  were  forced  to 
surrender- 
Assisted  by  a  junction  with  a  portion  of  the  Tabor- 
ites, the  Orphans  now  executed  their  plan  of  a  new 
invasion  of  Silesia.  Every  thing  was  put  to  fire  or 
sword.     Several  of  the  nobility  who  offered  resistance 
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were  slain.  After  a  bloody  conflict,  the  Silesians 
were  completely  routed,  and  left  to  the  Bohemians 
their  wagons  and  baggage.  The  severity  of  the 
winter  arrested  the  progress  of  the  invaders,  and 
they  returned  to  Bohemia. 

The  emperor  had  been  no  inattentive  spectator  of 
what  was  taking  place.  While  the  different  parties 
wei-e  vainly  seeking  a  common  basis  of  conciliation, 
he  again  proposed,  by  a  deputation — which  at  Kutten- 
burg  met  the  citizens  of  Prague,  the  Orphans,  and 
the  Taborites — that  the  Bohemians  should  accept 
him  as  king.  He  urged  his  rights  to  the  kingdom, 
and  seemed  to  be  willing  to  make  some  concessions. 
But  the  Bohemians  could  not  trust  him.  They  replied, 
that  Sigismund,  by  the  effusion  of  blood  which  he 
had  occasioned,  and  by  his  complicity  in  the  death 
of  Huss  and  Jerome,  as  well  as  in  the  crusades  to 
the  dishonor  of  the  nation,  had  forfeited  all  right  to 
the  kingdom,  since  his  whole  conduct  showed  that 
he  had  sworn  its  destruction. 

Procopius,  who  wag  still  at  Eechin,  invited  the 
ambassadors  to  visit  him  at  Tabor,  It  is  more  than 
possible  that  he  hoped  to  obtain  for  himself  the  same 
conditions  which  had  been  offered  by  the  emperor  to 
Zisca,  and  thus  close  the  war  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  restore  peace  and  security  to  a  desolated  land. 
The  arabassadora  furnished  him  a  safe-conduct,  that 
lie  might  visit  Sigismund  and  confer  with  him  in 
person.  He  did  so,  but  the  emperor  spurned  the 
terms  which  Pi'ocopius  was  disposed  to  offer ;  and  the 
lattei',  irritated  by  such  treatment,  returned  to  Tabor 
"  meditating  veng 
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The  motives  of  Sigismund  it  is  not  difficult  to  sur- 
mise. Events  throughout  Bohemia,  and  especially 
afc  Prague,  showed  that  the  division  between  the  two 
pai'ties  of  the  Bohemians  waa  bittei'  aud  irreconcila- 
ble. Early  in  the  yeai-  (Jan.  30,  1429)  the  citizens 
of  Old  and  New  Prague  had  come  to  ao  open  rup- 
ture. Each  party  chose  itself  leaders,  and  the  city 
was  for  the  whole  day  a  scene  of  desperate  and 
deadly  conflict.  A  truce  for  a  few  days  was  effected, 
which  was  subsequently  extended  till  the  25th  of 
July,  when  the  states  of  the  kingdom  met  at  Prague, 
to  effect,  if  possible,  a  general  pacification.  Procopius 
was  present  at  the  assembly.  He  proposed  to  receive 
Sigismund  as  king,  provided  that  he,  with  his  Hun- 
garian subjects,  would  receive  and  follow  the  Holy 
Sctipture,  commune  under  both  kinds,  and  grant  such 
requests  as  they  shoold  see  fit  to  make. 

These  terms  were  laid  before  the  diet  which  soon 
met  at  Presburg.  Procopius  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Bohemian  deputation,  which  consisted  of  several 
nobles  and  Calixtines  from  Old  Prague.  For  eight 
days  the  deliberations  were  contimied,  without  attain- 
ing any  satisfactory  result.  At  length,  after  consult- 
ing with  parties  at  Prague,  it  waa  determined  to  ac- 
cept Sigismund  as  king.  Deputies  from  the  different 
orders  were  named,  to  go  and  inform  Sigismund  of 
the  conclusion  which  had  been  reached.  But  the 
Orphans  boldly  opposed  the  measure.  "A  free  people," 
they  said,  "needed  no  king."  This  was  the  signalfor 
the  recommencement  of  hostilities.  At  Prague,  and 
throughout  Bohemia,  the  civil  strife  was  immediately 
renev.-ed. 
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But  the  refusal  of  Sigismund  to  accept  the  terms 
offered  by  tlie  Bohemians,  had  the  effect  of  producing 
a  conciliatory  spirit  between  the  opposing  parties. 
Glorying  in  his  orthodoxy  as  the  patron  of  the  church, 
he  rejected  alike  the  articles  of  the  Calixtines  and 
the  Taborites.  It  was  now  quite  evident  that  the 
acceptance  of  Sigismund  by  the  nation  would  be  the 
signal  for  the  commencement  of  a  bitter  peraecution 
against  all  who  refused  to  return  to  the  communioa 
of  the  Roman  church.  Under  the  direction  and  by 
the  management  of  Procopius,  a  plan  of  conciliation 
between  the  opposing  parties  of  Calixtints  and  Ta- 
borites was  agreed  upon.  An  enormous  fine  was  the 
penalty  of  infringing  it;  and  Procopius,  the  principal 
author  of  this  compact,  was  elected  generalissimo. 

ConscioQS  of  the  difBculties  of  his  position,  awai'e 
of  the  necessity  of  still  inspiring  his  foes  with  ter- 
ror, and  sagacious  enough  to  perceive  that  thfc  best 
security  for  intei'nal  peace  was  the  employment  abroad 
of  an  army  accustomed  to  action,  Procopius  resolved 
to  seize  the  occasion  for  punishing  the  presumption 
of  the  Misniaus,  from  whose  attacks  the  Bohemians 
had  often  suffered.  "  It  is  the  moment  to  act,"  said 
he;  "the  hour  of  great  things  has  arrived."^  The 
words  were  greeted  with  loud  acclamation.  Pj'oco- 
pius  led  forth  his  army,  crossed  the  Elbe,  and  fell  on 
M^nia,  Saxony,  Brandenburg,  Bavaria,  and  Austria. 
Dreadful  ravages  mai'ked  his  progress.  Churches 
and  monasteries  were  destroyed.  Many  towns  were 
reduced  to  ashes,  and  their  defenders  perished  with 
them.      Over   the    smoking    ruins  the    conquerors 

'  Guerre  des  Hus.,  i.  214. 
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siouted,  "Behold  the  funeral   obsequies   of  John 
Huss ! " 

Returning  from  this  campaign,  the  Taborites  dis- 
tributed themselves  into  several  bands  in  difFerent 
places,  adopting  names  according  to  their  fancy. 
Some  were  known  as  Collectors,  some  as  8m,aVr0aps^ 
some  as  LUth  Cousins,  others  as  Wolf-bands.  The 
winter  was  no  sooner  passed  than  they  were  ready 
(1430)  again  to  unite  for  a  new  campaign.  With 
20,000  cavalry,  30,000  infantiy,  and  3,000  chariots, 
and  with  Procopius  the  Great  and  other  able  gene- 
rals at  their  head,  they  again  renewed  their  invasion 
of  Misnia.  Continuing  their  march  to  Dresden,  they 
left  behind  them,  desolated  or  reduced  to  ashes, 
Kolditz,  Mogeln,  Dablen,  Godelberg,  and  more  than 
a  hundred  towns  and  villages.  The  Elector  of  Bran- 
denberg  vainly  attempted  to  arrest  their  progress, 
John  of  PoUentz  met  with  no  better  success.  Seve- 
ral of  the  neighboring  princes,  impelled  by  a  common 
apprehension  lest  their  own  turn  for  invasion  should 
at  last  come,  prepared  to  offer  a  united  resistance ; 
but  divisions  of  feeling  and  opinion  paralyzed  their 
energies,  and  the  Bohemians  were  left  almost  unmo- 
lested. In  the  region  of  Grim,  Colditz,  and  Altem- 
burg,  the  invaders  successively  spread  their  ravages. 
At  Leipsig  the  news  of  their  approach  pi'oduced 
great  apprehension.  Verden,  Reichembac,  Averbach, 
and  Olsnisch  were  laid  in  ashes.  Germany  took  the 
alarm,  and  began  to  rouse  itself  to  a  sense  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  measures  to  resist  the  terrible  invaders. 
City  after  city  had  been  forced  to  purchase  immunity 

'  Petit  cliEpeaus.     L'Erfant. 
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"by  pecuniary  bribes.  The  Bishop  of  Bamberg  rau- 
soraed  the  place  by  the  payment  of  9,000  golden 
ducats.     Nuremberg  paid  aatill  larger  sum. 

The  policy  of  Martin  V.  toward  the  Hussites  was 
summed  up  in  one  word — a  crusade.  For  twelve 
years  this  had  been  his  uniform  reply,  when  pressed 
for  a  solution  of  the  Bohemian  question.  He  ex- 
horted the  emperor  and  kings  and  princes  to  unite, 
and  crush  oat  forever  the  dangerous  heresy.  To  the 
king  of  Poland  he  sent  a  master  of  the  sacred  palace, 
Andrew  of  Constantinople,  as  his  ambassador  to 
induce  him  to  take  active  measures  in  conceii;  with 
Sigismund.  He  represented,  in  a  letter  which  the 
ambassador  bore  with  him,  that  pi'udence  as  well  as 
religion  required  the  suppression  of  a  people  whose 
dogmas  were  fatal  to  all  government,  opposed  to 
the  authority  of  kings,  and  destructive  of  all  human 
legislation.  They  favored,  he  said,  many  dangerous 
eiTors  and  superatitions,  denied  sovereigns  their  trib- 
ute, and  held  that  all  property  was  common  and  all 
men  equal.  The  attempt  to  check  and  subdue  them 
had  been  vain  hitherto,  and  it  seemed  that  provi- 
dence had  expressly  reserved  the  work  that  the 
king  of  Poland  might  have  this  left  him  to  crown  his 
other  conquests. 

The  pontiff,  in  a  second  letter,  renewed  his  appli- 
cation, (Jan.  13,  1430,)  representing  to  the  king 
that  he  could  do  "  nothing  more  acceptable  to  God, 
more  useful  to  the  world,  or  glorious  to  himself,  than 
to  turn  all  his  thoughts  and  all  his  strength  to  the 
extirpation  of  the  perfidious  heresy"  of  the  Bohe- 
mians.    Help,  however,  was  not  to  come  from  this 
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quarter.  Domestic  dissensions — even  had  tie  king 
of  Poland  been  disposed—effectually  prevented  his 
compliance  with  the  exhortation  of  the  pope. 

Sigismund,  meanwhile,  had  been  diligently  pur- 
suing his  own  measures.  The  untoward  fortune  of 
his  campaigns  against  the  Turk  had  materially  af- 
fected the  energy  with  which  he  had  proaecnted  his 
pui'pose  to  recover  Bohemia  to  his  allegiance.  But 
the  alarm  excited  by  the  Hussite  invasions  aided  his 
project,  and  a  diet  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Vienna, 
Nov.  1,  1429,  before  which  the  matter  was  to  be 
brought.  The  delay  of  Sigismund  in  reaching  the 
place,  led  to  a  transfer  of  the  diet  to  Presburg,  The 
subject  which  invited  attention  was  the  coarse  which 
should  be  adopted  to  restore  peace  to  tie  empire,  so 
that  its  entire  strength  might  be  concentrated  upon 
an  invasion  of  Bohemia.  After  some  delibej'ation, 
several  of  the  princes  urged  a  postponement  of  any 
decisive  action  until  after  another  diet,  in  which  the 
German  states  should  be  more  fully  represented,  and 
which  should  be  held  at  Nuremberg  or  Frankfort. 
Sigismund  reluctantly  acquiesced  in  the  proposal  to 
meet  at  Nuremberg.  He  spoke,  in  his  indignation, 
of  throwing  down  the  imperial  sceptre,  and  relieving 
himself  of  the  burdensome  and  vexatious  duties  of 
his  position.  "Hungary,"  he  said,  "is  enough  to 
furnish  me  with  bread."  But  his  threats  availed 
nothing.  The  German  princes  were  resolved  to  hold 
a  diet  on  their  own  soil. 

The  object  of  the  assembly  was  to  find  a  solution 
for  the  standing  problem  of  the  Bohemian  heresy. 
After  many  delays,  enough  were  assembled  to  pro- 
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ceed  to  business.  For  eight  months  the  delibera- 
tions were  protracted  ;  and  at  length  nearly  all  the 
prelates  and  princes  of  the  empire  were  bronght 
together,  either  in  person  or  by  ambassadors,  Martin 
V,  sent  to  the  diet  the  Cardinal  St.  Angelo,  Juliano 
Csesarini,  who  afterward  presided  at  the  council 
of  Basle.  By  his  influence  the  reluctance  of  the 
diet  to  act  upon  the  offensive  was  overcome.  It 
was  finally  resolved  to  make  still  another  invasion  of 
Bohemia.  The  papal  legate  came,  provided  for  the 
emergency.  He  had  brought  with  him  a  bull  of 
Martin  V.  ordaining  a  crusade,  which  was  now  oppor- 
tunely to  be  published.  It  exhorted  all  believers  to 
assume  the  cross,  and  set  forth  on  this  holy  expedi- 
tion. Indulgences  were  profusely  promised  to  those 
who  should  engage  in  the  enterprise,  or  contribute  to 
its  promotion.  Those  who  should  fast  and  pray  for 
its  success,  should  have  a  remission  of  penance  for 
sixty  days.  From  other  vows  interfering  with  en- 
listment in  the  holy  war,  a  dispensation  should  be 
freely  bestowed.^ 

The  greatest  efforts  were  now  put  forth  to  secure 
a  successful  issue  for  this,  the  sixth  ^  invasion  of 
Bohemia  by  the  imperialists.  The  time  fixed  for  the 
expedition  was  June  24,  1431.  The  princes  and 
prelates  exerted  themselves  to  assemble  a  powerful 
army.  To  John  Hoffman — the  old  opponent  of  Husa 
doubtless,  but  now  Bishop  of  Misnia*'— the  leg3,te 
wrote  a  letter,  in  which  he  exhorted  him  to  unite 
in  "the  holy  leag;ue.".    "Alas!"  he  exclaims,  " the 

'  Gnerre  Aea  Hub.,  L  299. 

'  It  was  only  the  third  papal  ra 
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abominable  heresy  of  the  Wickllffites  and  Hussites 
exceeds  to-day  in  cruelty  all  the  heresies  of  preced- 
ing ages.  It  has  inspired  them  to  a  fierce  obstinacy,  so 
that,  like  the  adder,  they  shut  their  ears  to  the  voice 
and  doctrine  of  the  church  their  mother,  reckless  of 
all  the  methods  which  she  may  take  to  bring  them 
back  to  reason.  Not  content  with  their  poisonous 
dogmas  and  their  blasphemies,  they  have  despoiled 
all  humanity  and  all  piety,  and  have  become  lite 
ferocious  beasts,  to  be  satisfied  only  with  the  blood 
of  Catholics." 

He  then  dwells  indignantly  upon  the  violence, 
plnnderings,  and  sacrilege  of  the  Hussites,  vindica- 
ting the  wisdom  of  the  princes  in  arming  for  their 
extermination.  He  closes  with  the  solemn  and  formal 
command  to  proclaim,  or  have  proclaimed,  without 
delay,  in  all  cathedral  and  parish  churches  of.  his 
diocese,  the  bull  of  "  Apostolic  Indulgences." 

The  bishop  rendered  a  prompt  obedience.  Similar 
measures  doubtless  were  taken  in  most  of  the  other 
dioceses  of  the  empire.  The  emperor  meanwhile, 
to  test  the  spirit  of  the  Bohemians,  advanced  to 
Egra,  and  sent  two  of  his  nobles  forward  to  Prague, 
to  propose  terms  upon  which  he  should  be  received 
as  king.  The  Taborites  and  Calixtines  were  engaged 
in  warm  disputes.  At  the  opportune  moment,  the 
two  nobles  interposed  their  propositions.  The  citi- 
zens of  Prague,  and  Procopius  and  Kerski,  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Taborites,  favored  them  as  a  basis  of  nego- 
tiation. In  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Orphans, 
a  deputation  of  four,  one  of  whom  was  a  Taborite 
priest,  were  sent  to  confer  with  the  emperor. 


dbyGoogle 


524  LIFE   AND   TIMES    OF   JOHN  SJim.        [Ch.  XVIL 

More  than  two  weeks  were  spent  in  useless  eonfer- 
cDce,  when  the  deputation  from  Prague  became  sat- 
isfied that  the  only  object  of  the  emperor  was  to 
amuse  and  deceive  them  till  he  was  ready  to  strike 
a  decisive  blow.  Complaining  of  this  to  the  emperor 
himself,  they  protested  that  henceforth  their  enemies 
alone  were  responsible  for  the  continuance  of  this 
tei'rible  and  bloody  conflict.  For  themselves,  they 
were  ready  for  peace,  and  the  fault  of  preventing  it 
did  not  rest  upon  their  heads. 

The  deputation  returned  to  Prague.  Their  report 
produced  great  consternation  in  the  city.  The  mag- 
istrates took  measures  for  publishing  throughout 
Bohemia  the  imminency  of  the  threatened  danger. 
The  populace  were  bitter  in  their  maledictions  and 
curses  of  the  emperor.  The  most  moderate  and 
cautious  were  satisfied  that  he  had  attempted  to 
dupe  and  betray  them,  and  that  his  proposed  nego- 
tiations for  peace  were  only  intended  to  mislead  them 
into  a  false  confidence. 

Prompt  measures  were  immediately  taken.  The 
states  of  the  kingdom  were  informed  of  the  danger 
of  a  new  crusade,  and  the  Taborites  and  Orphans 
were  recalled  from  foreign  conquests  to  defend  their 
native  land.  In  execution  of  their  purpose  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  campaign,  they  had  gone  abi'oad 
spreading  on  every  side  the  desolation  of  their  rav- 
ages and  the  terror  of  their  arms.  Divided  among 
themselves,  and  not  rarely  at  open  variance,  this 
dread  of  a  common  foe  was  necessary  to  bring  them 
again  together.  The  old  leagues  and  confederations 
were   revived.     Old   fends  were    forgotten.     The 
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barons  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  the  Calixtines  of 
Prague  and  the  indomitable  Taborites  and  Orphans, 
again  united  to  repel  the  invader.  In  a  few  weeks 
50,000  infantry,  7,000  cavalry,  and  3,600  chariots 
were  gathered  for  review  at  Chotlscliau,  in  the  circle 
of  Pilsen. 

Meanwhile,  with  some  unexpected  delay,  tbe  cru- 
sading forces  had  been  got  togetber.  They  were 
estimated  to  number  130,000  men.  But  they  were 
not  ready  to  march  until  the  month  of  August. 
The  Elector  of  Brandenberg  was  appointed  to  the 
chief  command.  Amid  scenes  of  the  most  imposing 
ceremonial,  the  sword  was  placed  in  his  hand  by  the 
cardinal  legate.  The  Count  of  Hohenlohe  presented 
him  with  the  imperial  banner,  and  the  highest  hopes 
were  entertained  of  the  success  of  the  campaign. 

But  before  the  invading  army  crossed  the  frontiers 
of  Bohemia,  the  cardinal  determined  to  see  what 
could  be  accomplished  by  persuasion  and  argument. 
He  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Bohemians,  overflowing 
with  tenderness  and  anxiety  for  their  spiritual  wel- 
fare. He  vaunted. the  tender  mercies  of  the  church, 
and  protested  that  the  aim  of  the  invaders  was  kind 
and  Christian,  and  that  if  the  Bohemians  would  only 
submit  and  return  to  the  unity  of  the  church,  they 
should  be  left  entirely  unharmed.  In  a  tone  of  ear- 
nest entreaty,  a3  if  any  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  was 
most  remote  from  his  thought,  he  ui'ged  and  besought 
them  to  give  up  their  heresies,  and  accept  the  charity 
which  the  church  was  ready  to  bestow. 

The  eloquence  of  the  letter  in  other  circumstances 
might  have  been  credited  in  part  to  sincerity  and 
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afiectionate  anxiety,  bnt  the  author  of  it  must  himself 
have  felt  that  its  success— if  it  met  any — would  be 
due  to  the  armed  legions  who  stood  ready  to  enforce 
its  application.  No  doubt  a  large  Dumber  of  the 
Bohemians  were  prepared  to  meet  it  with  a  favorable 
response ;  but  as  a  general  thing,  Calixtine  as  well  as 
Taborite  had  learned  only  too  thoroughly  to  distrust 
the  professions  of  the  enemy  and  the  good  faith  of 
Sigismund.  The  reply  that  was  made  was  one  in 
which  all  parties  could  unite,  and  one  which  betrayed 
no  trace  of  vaiiance  between  the  different  elements 
of  opposition.  While  laying  down  the  four  Calixtine 
articles  as  the  only  basis  upon  which  any  measures 
of  negotiation  or  conciliation  were  possible,  it  pro- 
ceeds in  an  unsparing  manner  to  expose  the  policy 
hitherto  pursued  by  the  imperialists  and  the  enemies 
of  Bohemia.  It  was  a  document  well  calculated  to 
kindle  anew  the  patiiotic  zeal  of  the  nation,  and  fire 
it  to  fierce  indignation  against  the  arts  and  arms  of 
the  invader.  Its  closing  paragraphs  glowed  with  an 
indomitable  and  defiant  spirit  worthy  of  Zisca  him- 
self. It  declared  that  the  Bohemians  would  maintain 
their  rights  to  the  end,  and  repel  force  by  force,  by 
whomsoever  offered.  "Your  trust,"  say  the  authors 
of  the  letter,  addressing  the  party  of  the  cardinal, 
"  IS  in  an  arm  of  flesh ;  but  our  ti-ust  is  in  the  God 
of  armies," 

This  reply  to  the  cardinal's  letter  was  in  reality 
the  manifesto  of  the  Bohemians,  and  it  was  sent  not 
only  to  the  cardinal,  but  to  the  different  states  of 
the  kingdom.  This  correspondence  took  place  dur- 
ing the  months  of  June  and  July,  (1431,)  while  the 
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impeiialists  were  marshalling  their  army,  and  the 
different  parties  in  Bohemia  were  uniting  their  forces 
for  a  desperate  resistance. 

The  cardinal  legate  attended  in  person  the  march 
of  the  main  body  of  the  impei-ialists.  He  sought, 
by  all  tbe  ecclesiastical  resources  at  his  command, 
to  enkindle  the  fanatic  zeal  of  the  crusaders.  The 
son-in-law  of  the  emperor,  Albert  of  Austria,  was 
prepared  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  imperi- 
alists on  the  side  of  Moravia,  while  80,000  infantry, 
40,000  cavalry,  and  a  formidable  artillery  approach- 
ed the  western  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The  Elector 
of  Saxony  invested  Taschau,  while  another  corps  pro- 
ceeded to  Eatisbon.  At  the  entrance  of  the  Frauen- 
berg  forest,  the  imperialists  halted.  A  council  of 
war  was  held,  and  scouts  sent  out  to  make  explora- 
tions. Pi'ocopius,  not  unmindful  of  his  danger,  took 
pains  to  deceive  them,  and  lead  them  into  the  belief 
that  the  Hussites  were  divided.  The  imperialists 
were  duped,  and  in  the  confidence  of  security  enter- 
ed the  forest  near  Tausch.  Of  a  sudden  the  report 
spread  that  the  Hussites  were  united,  and  were  rapid- 
ly advancing  iti  order  of  battle.  The  Archduke 
of  Bavaria,  and  all  his  troops,  seized  with  a  panic, 
broke  up  in  the  night  and  fled.  Abandoning  all 
their  stores,  they  hurried  back  in  the  greatest  disorder 
to  Riesenaburg.  The  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  with 
the  division  under  his  command,  betrayed  the  same 
terror.  His  soldiers  tore  up  their  standards  and  fled.* 

'  Wenzel  (History  of  Gennamy,  ii.  the  honor  of  the  empire,  and  to  march 

177)  says,  "  The  free  knights  of  the  ngtdnst  the  Hussites,  on  condition  of 

empire,  filled  with  shame  at  this  cow-  no  prinoe  being  pomiitted  to   join 

ardly  disoomfltace,  vowed  t*>  restore  their  rants.    The  nobility  cast  all  the 
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The  cardinal  legate  alone  stowed  more  presence  of 
mind.  He  rallied  the  fugitives  again  at  Riesenburg, 
a  few  miles  distant  from  TaoscH,  and  his  glowing 
words  restored  shame  if  not  enthusiasm  to  the  sol- 
diery. But  the  approach  of  the  Bohemians  renewed 
the  old  terror.  The  army  was  dispirited  and  dis- 
organized. They  fled,  and  the  flight  was  a  complete 
rout.  The  Bohemians  met  no  resistance.  They  had 
nothing  to  do  but  massacre  the  fugitives  and  seize 
the  booty.  The  mass  of  the  imperialists  obstiiacted 
their  own  escape.  Eight  thousand  wagons  full  of 
military  stores,  with  all  the  heavy  artillery,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Procopius  and  his  Hussite  soldiera. 
The  strong  chest  of  the  imperial  army  was  seized, 
and  the  cardinal  himself  barely  escaped,  with  the  loss 
of  his  hat,  cross,  sacerdotal  robes,  and  the  bull  of 
the  crusade.  The  last  was  long  pr'eserved  at  Tausch 
as  a  glorious  trophy  of  the  Hussite  victory. 

So  disastrous  a  defeat  effectually  crushed  the  hopes 
that  had  hitherto  been  cherished  of  subjecting  the 
Bohemians  by  force 'of  arms.  Even  the  cardinal 
Julian,  who  had  instigated  the  crusade  so  effectually, 
now  declared  himself  iu  favor  of  adopting  more 
conciliatory  measures.  The  time  was  approaching 
for  the  assembling  of  the  council  summoned  at  Basle, 
and  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Bohemians  in  the  most 
gentle  tone,  inviting  them  to  be  present  and  discuss 
their  grievances  and  present  their  demands,  with  the 
assurance  that  they  should  be  allowed   the  fullest 

blame  on  the  eowacdly  or  egotistical  to  Betye  agdnst  the  Huasites,  whose 

policy  pursued  by  the  princes:   the  cause  waa  deemed  by  tJiem  boUi gloil- 

flight,  however,  chiefly  arose  from  the  oua  and  just." 
disinclinaUon  ot  the  common  soldiers 
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freedom.  The  council  itself  (which  met  Dec,  1431^) 
renewed  the  invitation.*  It  was  accompanied  by  a 
safe-conduct,  the  substance  of  which  declared  that 
they  should  have  entire  liberty  to  remain  at  Basle, 
to  act,  decide,  treat,  and  enter  into  arrangements 
with  the  council ;  that  they  should  celebrate  with 
perfect  liberty,  in  their  own  houses,  their  peculiar 
forms  of  worship ;  that  in  public  and  in  private, 
they  should  be  allowed  from  scripture  and  the  holy 
doctora  to  advance  proof  of  their  fow  a/rtiehs,  against 
which  no  preaching  of  the  Catholics  should  be  allowed 
while  they  remained  within  the  city ;  that  any  at- 
tempt at  the  violation  of  their  safe-conduct  should 
be  severely  punished,  and  that  on  their  return  they 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  safe  escort  to  the  Bohe- 
mian frontier.  But  even  these  conditions,  favorable 
as  they  were,  could  not  at  once  overcome  their  deep 
distrust.  In  fact,  the  source  fn)m  which  they  came 
could  not  fail  to  excite  suspicion.  They  who  but 
just  now  breathed  only  a  spirit  of  exterminating 
invasion — who  had  incited  all  Christendom  to  engage 
in  a  criKade  to  be  marked  by  plunder  and  carnage — 
assume  a  tone  too  gentle  to  accord  with  theij-  former 
threats. 

'  The  council  had  been  snminoned  14S1 ;   but  the  number  of  membarB 

to  meet  at  Basle  at  a  rovich  earlier  present  w^  ao  small,  that  the  first 

date,  and  was  in  fact  opened  at  the  seseion  was  not  held  till  Dec.  24. 

cathedral  church  of  Baale,  July  33,  '  Kcherius,  iii,  S98. 
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THE  COUNCIL  OF  BASLE,     CALIXTINE  ASCEKDEKCT. 

JjECE'tSTV  (F  \  KOUL— DE^iND  BOH  Rh  H(— S  ISMDND  \.  SUME  LSM 
BKOY  — CjNCILIATOBT   pLiN   OP  TDK   Co    NCIL  —  DlBBATiaFSniON   OP   THS   POPD 

—  The  CoDKtiJ.  OP  Baslb  Declared  to  be  Dissolved — The  SirsPtt  sb  Oooa 
sioned-Ekflt  op  CATiDi-ist  J  1,11.-1— The  C  n  il  Resolve  to  Contihoe 
THEitt  Sesiionb— The  Leiute  EEHO^=Ta*Tsa  with  the  Pope  — PiHBNEaa  or 
THE  CocNtiL  — The  Empeeok  —  Itilt — Tns  Pops  CirtD  —  Tub  BoBauiAKa 
AT  Basll  —  Thbie  Re  ppt  oi  —How  theib  EBLUCUvrE  was  OvERraiiK  — 
Hostage?  DEMiunitD  — The  Boni-Hiim  before  the  Codvpil  — Eoktzii  — 
Thi.  LiLiirivE  ART101E9  Defebded  —  Terms  Oppeekd  by  the  BoHEMii-ra- 

DlSOn^SI  V  IN  THE  Corrvnl,- UNSiTHFtCTOKl  ISS  E  -  RETUEI  OF  THE  BoHE 
NUKS    TO    PrSOOE   — DbPUTATION   OP  THE   TtDNnL  AT   pBAHPE — TeH   Ultib* 

TDM— CMCBSaiONS  — Tag  Lompactati  —  The   Calistines  All)  Tabohites  il 

VarIASJCE — CoNFLIW^DkPEAT    1\D   DuthofPr    OOFIDS — faTEBVOTH  OF  THE 

TiBORiTES  Bhokek  ^Demand  op  thb  Stite?  op  Bohemia  — Conspieaci 
AijAEiST  '^lu  suuNC — HisResolittios  — His  dhath. — Albert  of  Austbia. — 
Oeob  b  Pjdieeead— The  Tabobitk  Sitpebiiact-  StjFPHEaaED 

Meanwhile,  however,  changes  were  taking  place  in 
the  relative  position  of  the  parties  hitherto  combined 
against  Bohemia — changes  which  enforced  the  policy 
of  conciliation.  Germany  was  loudly  and  urgently 
insisting  upon  her  demand  for  ecclesiastical  reform. 
The  disappointment  of  her  hopes  at  the  council  of 
Constance  only  made  her  more  earnest  that  some 
measures  should  now  be  adopted,  which  should 
effectually  check  the  corruption  of  the  church.  The 
cardinal  legate,  who  had  carefully  surveyed  the 
ground,  and  had  received  information  which  excited 
his  alarm,  felt  that  it  would  no  longer  answer  to  trifle 
(530) 
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with  the  demand.  He  boldly  declared,  that  i: 
something  wag  done  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to 
eradicate  the  Bohemian  heresy.  Other  heresies 
wonld  spring  up  to  supply  its  place,  and  introduce 
new  divisions  into  the  church.  Unless  there  was  a 
reformation  in  the  clergy,  the  result  was  inevitable.^ 
The  license  and  excesses  of  the  German  clergy— so 
he  wrote  to  Pope  Eugenius  IV.  (Gabriel  Condulmer, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  tiara  on  the  death  of 
Martin  V.,  Feb.  20,  1431)~-"had  irritated  the  laity 
beyond  measure  against  the  ecclesiastical  order,"  ^  so 
that  it  was  to  be  feared  lest,  imitating  the  example 
of  the  Hussites,  the  popular  indignation  should  rise 
up  and  sweep  away  the  entire  hierarchy. 

Nor  was  this  all.  The  Bohemians  would  be  so 
encouraged  by  the  corrupt  state  of  things  in,  Ger- 
many, as  to  be  inspired  to  greater  audacity  in  their 
invectives  and  complaints.  To  shut  their  mouths, 
and  to  take  away  every  excuse  for  their  coarse,  it 
was  absolutely  essential  that  the  council  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  task  of  reform.  If  a  general  council 
was  not  held,  a  provincial  council  was  absolutely 
essential.  The  danger  was  imminent.  The  entire 
hierarchy  was  threatened  with  destruction. 

Such  were  the  views  of  the  legate,  boldly  expressed. 
They  were  shared  fully  by  most  of  those  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  the  case.  Sigismund  himself  felt 
that  hostile  measures  for  the  invasion  of  Bohemia 
were  no  longer  wise  or  practicable.  With  his  ready 
dissimulation  he  assumed  a  supplicating  attitude,  and 
hypocritically  assured  the  Bohemians  in  writing  of 

'  EicherinB,  Ui.  333.  '  lb.,  822. 
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his  good-will  and  of  his  present  inclination  to  come 
to  terms;  to  which  they  macle  reply — indicative  of 
their  distrnst — that  his  real  intention  was  to  draw 
them  away  from  the  truth.  In  these  circumstances 
his  only  hope  was  in  the  conciliatory  policy  of  the 
council. 

This  policy  was  strongly  urged  by  the  cardinal 
legate.  He  had  seen  enough  to  satisfy  him  that  the 
hope  of  subjecting  Bohemia  by  crusading  zeal  was 
vain  and  illusive.  He  had  no  wish  to  try  again  his 
previous  experiment.  Yet  he  was  deeply  in  earnest 
to  bring  back  the  Bohemians  to  the  unity  of  the 
church.  By  means  of  the  council  which  was  now  to 
be  convoked,  he  hoped  that  the  object  might  be 
accomplished. 

The  spiritual  and  temporal  lords  generally  took 
the  same  view  of  the  case.  They  were  strongly 
inclined  to  make  concessions.  But  this  did  not  suit 
the  plans  of  the  new  pontiff.  He  was  opposed  to  all 
negotiation  or  compromise.  He  was  urgent  for  a 
renewal  of  the  crusade,  and  scorned  the  humiliation 
of  treating  with  heretics  who  assumed  a  defiant  atti- 
tude. Perhaps  his  fear  of  the  council,  which  he 
dreaded  scarcely  less  than  the  Bohemian  infection, 
had  not  a  little  to  do  with  it. 

He  beheld  with  apprehension  the  convocation  of 
a  council  in  a  city  not  only  beyond  his  own  juris- 
diction, but  where  it  would  be  subject  to  imperial 
influence.  He  dreaded  the  freedom  of  its  utterance. 
He  had  reason  to  fear  the  bearing  of  its  decisions 
upon  himself  The  precedent  of  the  council  of  Con- 
stance filled  him  with  alarm.     The  result  was,  that 


dbyGoogle 


Oh.  XVIII.l   THE  COUHCIL  PEONOUNCED  DISSOLVED.        533 

in  spite  of  the  emperor,  the  council  of  Basle  was 
pronounced  to  be  dissolved,  and  was  convoked  anew 
to  meet  at  Bologna,  (Nov.  11,  1431.)  The  reasons 
adduced  by  the  pope  for  this  procedui-e,  were,^  that 
Basle  was  not  a  place  sufficiently  secure,  io  part,  on 
account  of  the  Hussites,  and  iu  part,  on  account  of 
the  interaal  conflicts  of  the  Grerman  princes;  and 
that  it  was  too  distant  for  the  deputation  from  the 
Greek  church,  in  case  they  wished  to  prosecute  the 
business  of  their  union  with  the  church  of  Rome,  For 
this  purpose  an  Italian  city  would  he  far  preferable.^ 
This  measure  of  the  pope  took  the  assembled  bish- 
ops and  theologians  by  surprise.  Even  the  Cardinal 
Julian  was  dissatisfied  with  it,  as  at  least  impolitic. 
He  replied  to  each  of  the  reasons  which  the  pope 
had  adduced  for  the  transfer  of  the  council.  The 
Greeks,  he  said,  had  been  talking  for  three  hundred 
years  about  union,  but  nothing  had  come  of  it ;  and 
as  to  the  Hussites,  or  the  civil  discords  and  eonfliete 
in  Germany,  no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  An 
uncertainty  should  not  be  surrendered  for  a  certainty. 
Tlie  emperor  and  the  princes  regarded  the  council 
as  the  -last  resource  for  restoring  peace  to  Bohemia ; 
and,  beside  all,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  if  there 
■were  no  speedy  reform  in  the  morals  of  the  German 
clergy,  the  laity,  who  already  had  them  hi  derision, 
would  treat  them  no  better  than  they  had  been 
treated  by  the  Hussites. 

'  Schmidt's  GescMohte  der   Denlr  Basle  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  the 

aohen.  It.  1B9.  heretical  and  exeommuBioated  Huaa, 

'  In  addition  to  these  reasons  for  and  that  the  preaonoe  of  the  council 

the  transfer  of  the  conneil,  the  pope  there  wonld  breed  daily  scandals  and 

stated  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  quarrels. — Bower,  iii.  219. 
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In  spite  of  tbe  papal  mandate,  the  council  resolved 
unanimoasly  to  remain  at  Basie,  and  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. The  condition  of  Bohemia  first  invited  their 
attention ;  but  the  papal  urgency  for  the  crusade 
was  rendered  futile  by  the  open  controversy  between 
Eugenius  and  the  council.  At  Basle  it  was  no  longer 
the  question  whether  Bohemia  should  be  subdued 
by  force  of  arms.  The  Archduke  of  Austria  and 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  would  have  been  selected 
as  ■  leaders  in  case  of  a  crusade,  were  at  open  vari- 
ance. It  would  be  no  longer  possible  to  combine  in 
a  single  enterprise  the  forces  of  the  empire.  The 
invitation,  moreover,  given  by  the  council  to  the 
Bohemians  to  be  present  at  Basle,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  they  should  be  indulgently  heard,  was  a 
step  which  the  pope  represented  as  prejudicial  to 
the  authority  of  previous  councils  which  had  con- 
demned them  as  heretical.  He  therefore  renewed 
his  decree  removing  the  council  to  Bologna. 

The  old  difficulty  of  the  council  of  Constance  was 
thus  renewed.  The  pope  and  the  council  were  at 
variance.  It  was  in  vain  that  Cardinal  Julian  at- 
tempted to  dissuade  Eugenius  from  the  inflexibility 
of  his  purpose.  "What,"  he  asks,^  "will  the  heretics 
say  who  have  been  already  invited  to  Basle  ?  Will 
they  Dot  be  more  strenuous,  and  must  not  the  church 
confess  itself  overcome,  if  it  refuses  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  those  whom  it  has  invited  ?  Will  they  not 
think  they  see  the  finger  of  God  in  it,  that  after  so 
many  armies  have  been  routed,  the  church  itself  flees 
before  them,  making  it  plain  that  the  heretics  can 
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be  overcome  neither  by  arms,  nor  by  learning  and 
conviction  ?  What  will  the  world  say  of  the  clergy  ? 
Win  they  not  hold  that  its  corruption  must  be  per- 
petual, and  that  if  so  many  councils  have  been  held 
in  vain,  its  refor'mation  is  hopeless  ?  The  whole 
world  is  waiting  in  expectation  of  some  result.  If 
thia  is  again  to  be  defeated,  men  will  say  that  we 
are  making  a  mock  of  God  and  man ;  and  as  the  hope 
of  reform*  vanishes,  the  laity  will  persecute  us  as  the 
Hussites  have  done."  In  a  similar  strain  the  emperor 
himself  addressed  the  pope.  But  all  was  in  vain. 
Either  the  court  of  Rome  had  gone  too  far  in  its 
course  of  opposition  to  retreat  with  honor,  or  it  was 
inspired  by  a  deeper  policy  than  that  which  it 
avowed.  The  council  of  Basle  was  an  object  of  pro- 
found distrust.  There  was  no  relying  upon  it  unless 
it  was  removed  to  some  Italian  city.  The  ciy  of  re- 
formation had  become  exceedingly  obnoxious,  and 
the  pope  could  not  be  dissuaded  from  his  purpose  to 
suppress  it. 

But  on  its  side,  the  council  was  equally  firm.  It 
felt  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  were  directed  toward 
the  measures  which  it  should  adopt  for  restoiing 
Bohemia  to  the  unity  of  the  church.  It  was  said 
openly  at  Basle,  that  the  Roman  court  was  opposed 
to  all  reform,  and  resolved  to  sacrifice  the  welfare  of 
all  Christendom  to  its  own  interest.  The  decrees  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  sessions  of  the  council  of  Con- 
stance were  confii-med,  establishing  the  superioiity  of 
general  councils  to  the  authoiity  of  the  pope.  The 
decisions  of  Eugenius  against  the  lights  of  the  assem- 
bly were  declared  null,  and  it  was  decided  that  in  case 
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tKe  Holy  See  sliould  become  vacant,  the  electioa 
should  take  place  at  Basle  and  no  where  else.  The 
nomination  of  cardinals,  pending  the  eessions  of 
the  council,  was  forbidden,  and  the  pope  himself  was 
summoned  to  appear  at  Baale  within  the  space  of 
three  months. 

These  decisions  were  regarded  at  Kome  as  a  for- 
mal declaration  of  war  against  the  papal  authority 
Nor  were  the  measures  of  Eugenius  more  favorably 
interpreted  at  Basle.  Each  party  prepared  itself  for 
the  conflict,  determined  to  maintain  its  superiority. 
The  ground  was  disputed,  step  by  step.  Eugenius 
imagined  that  he  had  one  decisive  advantage.  Sigis- 
mand  had  never  yet  received  the  imperial  crown  at 
the  hands  of  the  pope.  He  was  now  anxious  for  his 
coronation.^  Eugenius  determined  to  make  his  own 
terms,  and  these  were,  the  submission  or  transfer  of 
the  council.  Sigismund  was  in  no  condition  to  en- 
force his  demand.  For  a  year  he  lingered  in  Italy, 
and  vainly  summoned  the  German  princes  to  his  aid. 
None  came.  But  even  thus  Sigismund  held  out. 
He  would  not  betray  the  cause  of  the  council.  Eu- 
genius at  last  receded  so  far  as  to  consent  that  a 
general  council  summoned  by  him  should  be  held  at 
Basle.  But  this  would  not  satisfy  the  council  already 
assembled.  What  would  be  the  fate  of  the  sessions 
already  held?  They  persevered  in  their  cause  in 
spite  alike  of  the  threats  and  intrigues  of  the  pope. 

'  The  pope  deferred  the  oereinoiiy  to  he  placed  awry  on  Sigismund's 

aa  long  Its  possible.      He  e.t  length  liead    by   another   ecclesiastic,   and 

yielded  to  Sigismund's  demands,  but  then  pusliedit  straight  with  his  foot 

in  doing  so,  gave  fall  vent  to  his  dis-  as  the  emperor  knelt  before  Mm. — ■ 

pleasure.     He    caused   "  the  crown  Men^ra  Germany,  ii.  178. 
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At  length,  in  the  eleventh  session,  they  cited  him 
again  to  appear  at  Basle,  threatening  him  with  sus- 
pension if  he  failed  to  comply,  and  in  c^e  of  con- 
tinued peraistence  in  his  refusal,  with  deposition. 
Again  the  pope  yielded,  but  the  capitulation  was 
partial.  He  recalled  his  decree  dissolving  or  trans- 
feriing  the  council.  The  return  of  the  emperor  from 
Italy  suspended  further  hostile  proceedings,  and  the 
year  (1432)  closed  with  an  apparent  reconciliation  of 
the  two  parties,  whose  mutual  irritation  and  violent 
designs  were  cloaked  by  hypocritical  professions.' 

The  Bohemians  at  length  were  led  to  confide  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  invitations  that  had  been  ex- 
tended to  them  from  Basle.  Conscious  of  their  own 
strength,  they  saw  that  the  Roman  church  was  no 
longer  in  a  condition  to  prosecute  hostile  measures 
against  them,  and  the  obvious  weakness  produced  by 
its  threatened  schism  secured  a  confidence  in  its  as- 
surances which  promises  and  safe-conducts  alone 
never  could  have  afforded.  It  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year  (Jan.  4,  1433)  that  the  Bohemian 
deputation,  numbering  three  hundred,  was  chosen, 
from  among  the  most  noble  in  the  land,  and  with  Pro- 
copius  the  Great,  the  colleague  of  Zisca,  the  hero  of 
many  battles,  the  leader  of  many  invasions,  at  its 
head.  A  curious  spectacle  was  this — the  reception 
with  public  honors,  by  a  council  representing  the 
orthodoxy  of  Catholic  Christendom,  of  a  body  of 
men  who  had  stood  forth  for  years,  with  arms  in 
hand,  as  the  champions  of  the  martyred  Huss — the 
heretic  of  Constance.     They  came  in  the  conscious- 
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ness  of  strength,  with  the  hard-won  reputation  of 
invincible,  and  in  their  bold,  fearless,  and  haughty 
beanng,  presented  a  striking  contrast  to  the  entrance 
of  Huss  or  Jerome  upon  the  scenes  of  their  trial  and 
martyrdom.  They  came  with  no  tokens  of  inferi- 
ority or  marks  of  submission,  but  to  treat  on  equal 
terms  with  a  body  which  represented  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  whole  Catholic  church. 

The  greatest  cui-iosity  prevailed  to  see  these  men 
who  had  rendered  their  names  terrible  throughout  the 
world,  and  against  whose  impetuous  heroism  succes- 
sive imperial  armies  had  been  dashed  and  shattered. 
Strange  stories  of  their  valor  had  gone  abroad. 
The  very  means  employed  by  calumny  to  make  them 
odious  and  even  horrible,  had  lifted  them  to  fame. 
Procopius,  with  his  hawk  nose  and  his  dark  and  omi- 
nous-looking countenance,  led  the  band.  He  was  at- 
tended by  the  shrewd  and  crafty  Rokyzaii,  the  head  of 
the  Bohemian  clergy,  Nicolas  Biscupek,  "  The  Little 
Bishop,"  the  leading  preacher  among  the  Taborites, 
Ulric,  the  principal  speaker  among  the  Orphans,  and 
Peter  Payne,  the  Englishman. 

As  the  Bohemians  approached  the  city,  they  were 
met  by  an  immense  crowd,  embracing  a  large  number 
of  the  members  of  the  council  itself,  who  had  dis- 
persed themselves  without  the  walls  in  anticipation 
of  their  arrival.  "The  public  places  and  streets, 
along  their  passage,  were  thronged  with  spectatoi-s. 
Women,  children,  and  even  young  girls  filled  the 
windows  and  occupied  the  roofs  of  the  houses.  The 
lookers-on  pointed  out  to  each  other  these  foreign 
costumes,  which  had  never  before  been  seen  there. 
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Ttey  gaaed  witi.  surprise  at  the  visages  marked  with 
scare,  and  those  terrible  eyes  ;  and  in  beholding  men 
of  stern  appearance,  they  were  the  less  astonished  at 
the  things  which  fame  related  of  them."^  But  it 
was  to  Procopius  himself  that  particular  attention 
was  drawn.  He,  the  hero  of  so  many  sieges  and 
battles,  the  destroyer  of  so  many  towns,  who  had 
subdued  mighty  armies,  and  was  scarcely  less  terrible 
to  his  own  countrymen  by  his  massacres  and  plunder- 
ings  than  to  the  enemy  by  his  victories,  was  the  ob- 
ject of  univereal  curiosity. 

It  had  been  only  by  pressing  invitations,  and 
strenuous  efforts  to  overcome  their  distrust,  that  the 
Bohemians  had  been  drawn  to  Basle.  The  first  let- 
ters sent  them  had  remained  unanswered.  No  notice 
even  was  given  the  council  that  they  had  been  re- 
ceived. They  had  been  first  sent  to  Egra,  and  thence 
transmitted  to  Prague.  The  deputies  of  the  council, 
anxious  for  the  success  of  their  mission,  sent  through 
the  senate  of  Nuremberg  to  inquire  of  the  citizens  of 
Egra  how  the  invitation  had  been  received  at  Prague. 
On  learning  that  the  Calixtine  party,  which  prepon- 
derated there,  had  been  inclined  to  regard  it  with 
favor,  they  renewed  their  application  in  hope  of 
finally  succeeding  in  their  object.  A  reply  was  re- 
turned, proposing  a  conference  at  Egra  between  the 
deputies  of  the  council  and  the  neighboring  princes 
on  one  side,  and  the  Hussites  on  the  other,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  safe-conducts.  The  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  April  (1432)  was  appointed  for  the 
conference.     But  the  Bohemians,  on  the  ground  that 

'  .^neaa  Sjlrius.    CocUeiiis,  247. 
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no  assurance  had  been  given  for  their  safety,  even  at 
the  conference,  failed  to  appear.  This  difficulty  was 
at  last  overcome  ;  but  the  Bohemians,  complaining  of 
the  injuries  and  wrongs  they  had  suffered,  and  not 
unmindful  of  the  violation  of  the  eafe-conduct  of 
John  Huss,  demanded  hostages  for  the  fulfilment  of  . 
the  promises  made  by  the  deputies  of  the  council. 
Nor  would. they  accept  any  but  those  of  princely  or 
noble  birth.  At  length  the  princes  pledged  them- 
selves to  see  that  the  safe-conducts  were  faithfully 
observed.  Even  thus,  however,  the  distrust  of  the 
Bohemiar^  could  not  be  overcome  until  they  had 
sent  two  of  their  countrymen  to  Basle  to  be  more 
fully  certified  of  the  honest  intentions  of  the  council. 
Upon  their  favorable  report  that  the  invitation  was 
sincerely  and  truly  given,  the  deputation  of  the  Bo- 
hemian nation  was  elected. 

The  next  day  after  their  arrival  at  Basle,'  the 
Bohemian  deputation  appeared  before  the  council. 
They  were  graciously  received,  and  addressed  by 
Cardinal  Julian,  who  presided  at  its  sessions.  In  be- 
half of  the  Bohemians,  Rokyzan  replied.  His  ad- 
dress, composed  for  the  most  part  of  select  passages 
of  scripture  skilfully  adapted  to  express  the  feelings 
and  views  of  the  Bohemians,  and  expressing  a  meas- 
ured confidence  in  the  council,  closed  with  demand- 
ing that  a  day  should  be  appointed  on  which  they 
might  be  heard.  The  sixteenth  day  of  January  was 
appointed  for  opening  the  discussion,  which  was  con- 
tinued with  few  intervals  for  more  than  two  months. 

The  Bohemians  presented  and  defended  their  four 

'  Some  say  January  9  . 
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Calixtine  articles.  "These  articles,"  say  they,  "we 
present  to  yoa,  that,  apprehending  the  unusaal  desire 
felt  for  peace  and  security,  you  may  consent  to  ap- 
prove them  in  the  form  subscribed,  so  that  they  may 
be  freely  held,  taught,  and  irrevocably  observed  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bohemia  and  the  march  of  Moravia, 
and  such  places  as  adhere  to  the  views  they  hold."  * 

In  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  their  desire  for 
peace,  the  Bohemians  say,  "  We  are  ready  to  be 
united,  and  to  become  one  in  the  way  iu  which  all 
Christian  believers  are  bound  to  be  united,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  God,  and  to  adhere  to  and  obey 
all  legitimate  ecclesiastical  rulers  in  whatever  they 
command  accordant  to  the  divine  law.  Bo  that  if 
council,  pope,  or  prelate  shall  determine  or  com- 
mand that  to  be  done  which  is  forbidden  of  God,  or 
shall  pass  over,  or  command  to  pass  over,  what  is 
written  in  the  canon  of  the  Bible— since  the  canons 
pronounce  such  things  execrable  and  anathema — we 
shall  be  under  no  obligation  to  respect  them  or 
render  them  obedience.  These  conditions  we  offer, 
to  be  accepted  and  concluded  mutually  between  you 
and  us." 

The  Bohemians  also  insisted,  that  in  case  of  the 
acceptance  of  their  articles,  the  council  should  united- 
ly use  its  influence  to  produce  concord  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia,  silencing  or  restraining  by  its  authoi'ity 
such  as  might  be  disposed  to  make  disturbance,  so 
that  a  safe  and  permanent  peace  might  be  the  result. 

The  discussion  of  the  articles  was  commenced  by 
Rokyzan,  who  spoke  for  three  days  in  defence  of  the 
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first,  on  the  communion  of  the  cup.  The  i 
was  argued  by  Nicholas  de  Peletz,  who  occupied  two 
days ;  the  third  by  Ulric,  who  occupied  two  more, 
and  the  fourth  by  Peter  Payne,  .who  spoke  for  three 
successive  days.  A  perfect  freedom  of  speech  was 
allowed,  and  the  council  was  compelled  patiently  to 
hear  Wickliffe  and  Huss,  who  had  been  condemned 
as  heretics  at  Constance,  spoken  of  as  evangelical 
doctors.  In  conclusion,  the  Bohemians  thanked  the 
council  for  the  gracious  hearing  which  had  been 
allowed  them.' 

John  of  Ragusa,  a  theological  professor,  afterward 
a  cardinal,  then  demanded  to  be  heard  in  reply  on 
the  subject  of  the  first  article.  For  eight  successive 
days  he  disputed  the  positions  taken  by  Rokyzan. 
Before  he  commenced,  however,  John,  a  Cistercian 
abbot,  exhorted  the  Bohemians  to  submit  to  the 
decisions  of  the  church  as  represented  by  the  council. 
But  a  blind  submission  was  not  to  their  taste,  and 
they  indignantly  rejected  the  offensive  proposal. 
They  preferred  a  full  and  free  discussion.  John  of 
Eagusa  then  proceeded  with  his  remarks,  but  the 
terms  "  heretic  "  and  "  heresies  "  were  so  frequent  upon 
his  lips,  that  the  patience  of  Procopiusjwas  exhausted. 
He  rose  up  and  indignantly  complained  to  the  coun- 
cil against  such  injustice.  "  This  onr  countryman," 
said  he,  "  does  us  great  wrong,  so  often  calling  us 
heretics."  "As  I  am  your  countryman  both  by 
tongue  and  nation,"  replied  the  speaker,  "  I  do  the 
more  desire  to  bring  you  back  to  the  church."  Some 
of  the  Bohemians  were,  however,  so  offended,  that 

'  Coclildia,  260. 
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they  left  the  council,  and  would  not  hear  the  re- 
mainder of  his  diaputation.  Ten  days  more  were 
occupied  by  others  in  reply  to  the  three  remaining 
articles,  till  the  Bohemians  grew  weaiy  of  the  tedious 
and  protracted  discussion.  Still  they  maintained 
their  ground. '  Rokyzan  defended  his  first  positions 
for  six  successive  days. 

At  last  it  was  evident  that  the  parties  were  brought 
no  nearer  together  by  prolonged  disputations,  and 
at  the  instance  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  protector 
of  the  council,  another  plan  was  devised  to  reconcile 
matters.  This  was,  that  a  certain  number  of  the 
Bohemians  and  a  certain  number  from  the  council 
should  meet  together,  and  in  friendly  conference 
decide  upon  terms  of  agreement.  But  here  again 
they  were  met  by  an  insuperable  difficulty.  Those 
of  the  council  demanded  that  the  Bohemians  should 
first  unite  with  the  council,  and  then  be  bound  by 
its  decisions.  But  to  this  it  was  replied  that  there 
must  first  be  a  decision  in  regard  to  the  four  articles. 
All  present  union  would  be  frivolous  which  resulted 
in  a  final  disagreement.  It  was  in  vain  that  Cardinal 
Julian  urged  the  Bohemians  to  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
cisions of  the  council.  They  only  replied,  that  they 
came  to  Basle  to  propound  their  four  articles,  and 
that  not  in  their  own  name,  but  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Bohemia.  At  length,  as  the  Bo- 
hemians were  preparing  for  their  return  home,  it 

'During  the  discussion,  FrocopLuH  can  they  be?"   he  boldly  replied; 

was  reproached  with  ha-ying  said  that  "  for  they  were  instituted  neither  by 

the  monks  were  an  iuTention  of  the  Mosee,  by  the  prophets,  nor  by  ChriaL 

deril.    He  did  not  palliate  his  guilt  — Mensel,  ii.  110, 
or  deny  the  charge.     "  Whose   else 
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was  resolved  to  send  a  deputation  of  the  council 
with  them,  to  aee  what  could  be  effected  at  Prague. 

The  citizens  of  Prague,  however,  were  no  more  in- 
clined to  sacrifice  the  integrity  of  their  four  articles 
than  their  ambassadoi'3  to  the  council  had  been. 
The  eloquence  of  the  deputation  was  wasted  upon 
ears  that  had  listened  to  the  powerful  arguments  and 
representations  of  Eokyzan.  The  I'esolution  of  the 
Bohemians  was  inflexible,  and  the  deputation  could 
only  carry  back  to  Basle  the  four  articles  as  the 
idiknatmn.  The  council  was  reluctantly  compelled 
80  far  to  acquiesce  as  to  send  back  word  that  if  the 
Bohemians  would  accept,  with  the  three  articles,  the 
union  of  the  church,  they  should  not  be  molested  in 
regard  to  the  fourth  on  the  communion  of  the  cup. 
To  this,  their  reply — Indicative  of  their  wise  and 
just  caution — was,  that  they  could  give  no  decisive 
answer  until  they  had  a  clearer  understanding  of 
what  was  to  be  done  on  the  subject  of  the  commun- 
ion of  the  cup. 

The  formulary  of  the  council's  reply  was  drawn 
up  with  great  art.  It  granted  for  a  time  permission 
to  the  Bohemian  clergy  to  administer  the  communion 
in  both  kinds,  enjoining  however  upon  the  communi- 
cants to  believe  that  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
not  merely  in  the  bread,  and  that  his  blood  was  not 
merely  in  the  wine,  but  that  his  body  entire  was  to  be 
found  in  the  sacrament  under  both  kinds. 

With  these  concessions  many  of  the  Calixtines 
were  fain  to  acquiesce.  The  ambition  of  Kokyzan 
was  flattered  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  arch- 
bishopric of  Prague,  and  multitudes,  weary  of  civil 
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war  and  iotestiae  conflict,  were  ready  to  accept  almost 
any  conditions  on  which  peace  could  be  restored. 
Id  'the  city  of  Prague  the  party  composed  of  these 
had  the  preponderance,  and  through  their  influence 
deputies  were  sent  to  the  council.  In  the  following 
year  the  definitive  conditions  of  union,  known  ia 
history  as  the  Compactata,  were  signed  by  both  par- 
ties. 

But  if  these  measures  were  intended  to  secure  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  they  failed  in  their  design. 
The  Taborites  could  scarcely  have  been  satisfied,  even 
with  the  full  and  entire  cxjneesaion  of  the  four  Calix- 
tioe  articles.  They  had  other  demands  and'  grievan- 
ces which  these  did  uot  meet.  The  proposed  agree- 
ment became  therefore  the  occasion  of  new  disquiet. 
Civil  war  broke  out  in  the  kingdom  more  furiously 
than  ever.  The  Catholics  and  the  Calixtines,  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  nobility  anxious  for  peace,  formed 
one  party,  however  incongruous  in  its  elements,  while 
the  Taborites,  Orphans,  and  Horebites,  united  under 
the  two  Procopii,  formed  the  other.  By  the  last, 
the  concessions  of  the  council  were  regarded  as  per- 
fectly illusory,  and  for  the  most  part  no  union  was 
desired  with  the  Catholic  church.  But  their  former 
violence  and  the  memory  of  their  terrible  ravages 
stood  in  the  way  of  their  success.  The  nobility  were 
anxious  that  their  vassals  and  serfs  should  return 
to  the  cultivation  of  their  neglected  domains,  and 
that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the  desolations  of  ma- 
rauding bands. 

The  first  open  conflict  occurred  at  Prague.  The 
Calixtines  of  the  Old  town  rose  against  the  Taborites 
VOL.  11.  35 
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and  Oj-phans  who  predominated  in  the  New.  A 
bloody  battle  was  fought,  and  the  Calixtines  were 
victorious.  Twenty  thousand  men  were  left  on  the 
field ;  and  the  lesser  Procopius  with  the  survivors 
joined  his  namesake,  who  was  engaged  in  the  siege 
of  Pilsen. 

Upon  intelligence  of  the  calamitous  battle  of 
Prague,  the  siege  was  raised,  and  the  two  Proeopii, 
with  all  their  forces,  mai'ched,  in  imitation  of  Zlsea's 
former  policy,  upon  the  capital.  They  were  met 
four  miles  and  a  half  from  Prague  by  the  opposing 
army  under  Rosemberg,  Newbauss,  and  Koska.  Pro- 
copius  resolved  not  to  engage  unless  at  a  manifest 
advantage.  But  the  indiscretion  of  a  part  of  his 
troops  precipitated  the  conflict.  Confusion  ensued 
on  the  part  of  the  Taborites,  and  the  orders  of  Pro- 
copius  were  imperfectly  understood.  His  chariots 
were  captured,  and  the  general  of  his  cavalry  fled 
from  the  field.  Gathering  his  bravest  men  around 
him,  Pi'ocopius  threw  himself  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  and  made  a  manful  stand  against  the  hostile 
squadrons.  But  he  was  at  last  overcome  by  numbei-s, 
and,  amid  the  uuce^iug  shower  of  darts  by  which 
he  was  ovei-whelmed,  he  fell  pierced  by  an  unknown 
hand,  "tired  of  conquering,  rather  than  vanquished." 
Procopius  the  Less  also  fell  in  this  terrible  battle, 
and  the  prophecy  of  Sigismund^  was  fulfilled,  that 
"  the  Bohemians  will  only  be  conquered  by  them- 
selves." 

The  Taborites  never  recovered  from  this  defeat. 
Internal  peace  was  to  a  certain  extent  restored,  but 

'  Menael,  ii.  177. 
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IS  temble  no  longei".  The  heroism  of 
the  nation  was  quenched  in  Taborite  blood.  While 
it  lived,  it  resisted  and  defied  pope,  conncii,  and  em- 
peror combined.  It  had  met  the  successive  hosts  of 
crifeailing  armies,  and  hnrled  them  back  routed  from 
the  Bohemian  frontier.  But  the  treacherous  conces- 
sions of  the  council  had  shorn  it  of  its  unity,  and 
Calistine  and  Catholic  banded  together  to  crush  what 
they  regarded  as  a  common  foe.  The  last  of  the  more 
prominent  Taborites,  Pardo  Von  Czorka,  was  hunted 
down  like  a  wild  beast,  found  under  a  rock,  and 
hanged. 

No  obstacle  stood  any  longer  in  the  way  of  Sigis- 
mnnd's  recovery  of  his  hereditary  kingdom,  except 
such  feeble  demands  as  the  emasculated  energy  of 
the  Calixtine  party  might  choose  to  present.  But  even 
these  demands,  which  Sigismund  did  not  dare  to  re- 
fuse, show  how  strongly  the  doctrines  of  Huss  and 
Jacobel  had  rooted  themselves  in  the  Bohemian 
mind.  The  C'ompactata  between  the  council  and  the 
states  of  Bohemia  were  approved  by  the  emperor, 
July  13,  1436,  but  still  further  concessions  were  de- 
manded and  secured  in  treating  with  him.  The  cit- 
izens of  Tabor  were  allowed  for  five  yeare  full  ancl 
entire  liberty  of  conscience.  The  emperor  promised 
not  to  recall  the  banished  monks,  to  leave  the  present 
possessors  of  ecclesiastical  property  unmolested,  and 
to  confirm  Rokyzan  in  the  archbishopric  of  Prague. 
But  these  promises  were  extorted  by  fear,  and  were 
soon  violated.  The  necessity  of  the  occasion  forced 
his  assent  to  what  his  inclinations  disavowed.  He 
put  his  own — a  papal — interpretation  upon  the  Com- 
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pactata;  restored  the  Roman  woishipin  the  kingdom ; 
reopened  the  monasteries ;  recalled  the  monks ;  and, 
with  a  retribution  just  in  providence,  bat  iniquitous 
on  bis  part,  defeated  the  grasping  ambition  of  Roky- 
zan  by  withholding  from  him  the  promised  archbish- 
opric unless  he  Consented  to  abjure. 

But  the  spirit  of  Huss  was  not  yet  extinct  in  Bo- 
hemia, and  the  rashness  of  Sigismund  almost  lost  him 
his  hard-won  crown.  The  states  of  Bohemia  pre- 
sented their  complaints  and  demands  at  the  council 
of  Basle,  in  1438,  and  by  their  tenor  was  manifested 
the  tenacity  with  which  the  nation  still  clung  to  the 
four  articles.  Among  other  things,  they  ask  that  the 
permission  of  the  use  of  the  cup  shall  not  be  tempo- 
raxy  only,  and  that  the  "  gospels,  epistles,  and  creed 
may  be  sung  and  read  in  our  vulgar  tongue  before 
the  people,  to  move  them  to  devotion,"  Bnt  the  dan- 
ger to  Sigismund  was  not  merely  in  the  yet  unsub- 
dued spirit  of  the  nation,  which  might  be  provoked 
too  far,  but  it  found  a  place  within  his  own  household. 
He  had  designed  his  rich  inheritance  for  Albert,  Arch- 
duke of  Austria,  his  son-in-law ;  but  his  second  wife,  by 
culpable  intrigues,  countermined  and  frnstrated  his 
IH'ojects.  She  represented  to  the  Bohemians  the  dan- 
ger which  threatened  them  in  case  the  sceptre  should 
fall  into  the  hands  of  an  ardent  Catholic  like  Albert 
of  Austria,  and  she  hoped  to  inflame  the  ambition 
of  the  king  of  Poland  by  the  offer  of  her  hand  and 
the  rich  inheritance  of  the  empire,  upon  the  death 
of  Sigismund,  prospectively  near. 

The  intelligence  of  the  conspiracy  reached  Sig- 
ismund   at  Prague.     There,  dangerously  ill,  almost 
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alone,  and  surrounded  by  a  populace  in  whieli  he 
could  not  confide,  he  saw  and  felt  the  impending 
danger.  Calling  around  him  his  Hungarian  nobility, 
objects  like  himself  of  popular  odium,  he  spoke  to 
them  of  his  approaching  death,  and  warned  them 
for  their  own  safety  to  flee  with  him  from  a  city  in 
which  their  lives  would  be  no  longer  safe,  the 
moment  he  expired.  He  procured  the  circulation 
of  a  report  that  he  was  going  forth  to  meet  his 
daughter  whom  he  wished  to  embrace  before  he 
died,  and  then,  "  resuming  all  his  dignity,  he  wreathed 
his  brow  with  laurel  leaves,  as  on  solemn  feast-days, 
invested  himself  with  his  imperial  robes  and  insignia, 
and  decorated  still  more  with  his  long  white  hair 
which  flowed  freely  over  his  shoulders,  with  his  long 
majestic  beard,  and  the  nobility  stamped  on  his  pale 
visage,  he  had  himself  borne  through  the  city,  in  an 
open  litter,  in  the  sight  of  all,  followed  by  his  faith- 
ful Hungarians.  It  is  said  that  he  shed  tears  in  re- 
garding this  city  where  his  ancestors  had  so  gloriously 
reigned,  and  which  he  was  beholding  for  the  last 
time.  The  people,  affected  at  this  unexpected  and 
imposing  spectacle,  forgot  their  vengeance,  and  sa- 
luted, with  their  adieus,  their  aged  emperor."  ^  The 
illness  and  fatigue  of  the  emperor  allowed  him  to 
proceed  no  further  than  Znoima  in  Moravia^  Here 
he  had  the  empress  arrested  and  imprisoned,  and  held 
a  long  and  secret  conference  with  his  son-in-law, 
Albert  of  Austna.  As  his  death  drew  near,  he 
charged  the  Hungarian,  Moravian,  and  Bohemian 
noblemen  aronnd  him  to  remain  united  and  loyal  to 

■  CocMeiua,  313. 
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the  archduke,  whom  he  designated  as  worthiest  to 
succeed  hira,  even  if  he  was  not  his  relative.  Ob- 
taining their  assent,  he  named  deputies  who  should 
secure  the  recognition  of  Albert  as  his  successor  to 
the  throne.  Among  these  was  his  able  chancellor, 
Caspar  Schlick,  who  had  so  resented  the  sentence 
of  the  council  of  Constance  against  Jerome.  Almost 
immediately  Sigismund  expii'ed  (1437.) 

The  death  of  Sigismund  left  Bohemia  again  a 
prey  to  faction  and  popular  turbulence.  The  acces- 
sion of  Albert  of  Austria  to  the  Bohemian  crown 
provoked  opposition  at  Prague,  where  Cassamir,  a 
youDger  brother  of  the  king  of  Poland,  was  set  up 
against  him  by  those  who  still  cherished  the  memoiy 
of  Huss.  Scarcely  bad  he  grasped  the  sceptre,  when 
death  snatched  it  from  his  hands,  (1439,)  and  under 
the  minority  of  his  infant  son,  the  control  of  the 
kingdom  was  a  prize  for  the  ambition  of  the  nobility. 
In  spiritual  matters  Bokyzau  regained  his  former 
supremacy,  and  in  temporal  affairs  Ptaczeck  and 
George  de  Podiebrad  were  the  real  masters.  The 
last  was  elected  king  on  the  death  of  Ladislaus, 
(14.5Y,)  although  for  many  years  the  supreme  power 
had  been  vested  in  his  hands. 

For  fom'teen  yeai-s  more  George  de  Podiebrad 
governed  Bohemia.  His  abilities  and  energy  secured 
respect,  and  restored  peace  to  the  kingdom.  A  Gal- 
ixtine  in  sentiment,  policy  forced  him  sometimes  to 
violate  his  more  humane  convictions,  and  he  yielded 
to  the  pressure  which  impelled  him  to  treat  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Taborite  party  at  times  with  great 
severity.     He  hoped  to  appease  the  pope  and  the 
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Calixtine  party  by  making  them  a  sacrifice  to  relig- 
ions bigotry.  Iq  this  course  he  was  abetted  by  the 
time-serving  Rokyzan.  But  it  was  not  long  before 
he  discovered  his  error.  The  pope's  favoi'  was  not 
to  be  secured  even  at  such  a  price.  In  maintaining 
what  he  conceived  the  course  of  justice- — -the  concor- 
dat of  Iglau — George  drew  down  upon  himself  the 
anger  of  the  ponti:^  Pius  II.,  which  manifested  itself 
in  the  form  of  interdict.  The  aj'ticles  of  Prague — the 
(JompOA^ata — were  revoked,  under  the  pretext  that 
no  pope  had  signed  them.  The  Catholics  were  incited 
to  rise  against  the  Callxtines,  and  when  Paul  II.  succeed- 
ed to  the  tiara,  the  zeal  of  the  Roman  conrt  against 
the  Bohemian  heretics  became  still  more  violent. 

Meanwhile  the  warlike  Taborites  had  disappeared 
from  the  scene.  They  no  longer  formed  a  national 
party.  But  the  feeble  remnants  of  that  multitude 
that  had  once  followed  the  standards  of  Zisca  and 
Procopius  still  clung  to  their  cherished  faith,  and, 
with  the  word  of  God  as  their  only  supreme  authori- 
ty, the  United  Brethren  appear  as  their  lineal  repre- 
sentatives. How  from  such  an  origin  should  have 
spi'ung  a  people  whose  peaceful  virtues  aad  mission- 
ary zeal  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  world,  is  a 
problem  only  to  be  solved  by  admitting,  that  in  the 
faith  of  the  old  Taborites,  however  they  may  have 
been  guilty  of  fanatical  excesses,  there  was  to  be 
found  that  fundamental  principle  of  reverence  for 
the  authority  of  scrip  ure  alone,  which  they  bequeath- 
ed as  a  cherished  legacy  to  those  who  could  apply 
and  act  upon  it  in  more  favorable  circumstances  and 
in  more  peaceful  times. 
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1460  —  1517. 

The  early  history  of  the  Moravian  church  abounds 
in  scenes  of  deep  and  thrilling  interest.  For  nearly 
three  hundred  years  before  John  Wesley  was  the 
admiring  witness  of  their  calm  faith  amid  ocean  per- 
ils, they  had  exhibited  to  the  world  the  most  sublime 
illustrations  of  heroic  constancy,  under  the  severest 
hardships  and  persecutions.  There  might  seem  but 
little   congeniality  between   the  warlike  Taborites 

"The  materials  of  this  chapter  haYe  by  Benjamin  La  Trohe,  was  published 

been  derived  from  the  varioua  Hsto-  in  London       w   8  1  1780 

ries  of  the  Moravians,  and  from  a  Boars  H   t    y    f  th    M  ins 

valuable  wort  entitled  "  Reforraatioa  a  smalls         d  j   p  1      w    k 

and  AnU-Refonnation  in  Bohemia,"  Poscheek'       lum  1    f,  ly     ni 

by  Dr.  Peschsct  of  Zittau,  tranalated  piled  fro         t     i  i  doc  m  an  I 

and  published  in  London  in  two  8yo  are  arrang  d  w   h  1  ttl         >^  d  to 

yolumes,  in  1846.    "  The  Hiatory  of  system,  alth  uht     thra    tp    tf 

the  Brethren,  or  Unilas  M-alrum,"  by  unqueationable  authority   and   gath- 

DaTid  Grants,  translated  into  English  ered  with  great  diligence. 
(5521 
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■who  followecl  the  invincible  Zisca  to  the  field,  and 
the  humble,  peaceful,  aud  peace-loving  brethren, 
whose  gentle  manners,  honest  industry,  and  aimple- 
minded  devotion  made  Hernhut  the  radiating  centre 
of  missionary  influences,  that  have  extended  from 
Greenland  to  the  islands  of  tropic  seas,  from  the 
Eastern  to  the  Western  continent;  but  in  the  faith 
of  the  former,  who  bowed  with  implicit  submission 
to  the  sole  authority  of  the  word  of  God,  we  recog- 
nize that  living  germ  of  the  church  of  the  United 
Brethren,  which  more  than  two  centuries  of  pro- 
tracted persecution  was  unable  to  suppress.  Through 
a  tedious  but  jfar  from  fruitless  discipline,  they  were 
brought  to  the  exercise  of  those  rare  graces  of  the 
spiritual  life  which  have  commended  them  to  the 
sympathy  and  respect  of  the  Christian  world.  Like 
the  Israelites  of  old,  they  had  their  Eed  Sea  and 
desert  to  pass  through ;  but  the  first  was  red  with 
the  blood  of  martyrs,  and  the  last  was  bitter  with 
the  pains  of  plundered  want  and  weary  exile. 

The  attempts  made  through  successive  years,  after 
the  close  of  the  council  of  Constance,  to  crush  out 
the  Bohemian  heresy  and  subdue  the  followers  of 
Huss,  had  proved  futile.  Milder  measures,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  were  at  last  found  necessary,  and 
the  council  of  Basle  (1431)  listened  patiently,  for 
fifty  days,  to  discussions  conducted  by  the  Bohemians 
on  one  side,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Romish 
church  on  the  other.  Through  the  influence  of  the 
able  but  intriguing  Rokyzan,  a  compromise  was  at 
last  effecte<l.  The  Bohemians  were  to  retain  the  use 
of  the  cup,  but  in  other  respects  were  to  conform  to 
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tlie  rites  and  doctrines  of  the  church,  promising  obe- 
dience to  the  Papal  See.  These  articles — soon  con- 
firmed by  the  Emperor  Sigismund  at  Iglaa,  and  after- 
ward known  as  the  Compactata  of  Iglau — failed  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  more  zealous  portion  of 
the  Hussites ;  but  they  were  now  in  the  minority ; 
and  when  their  opposition  had  been  effectually 
crushed  in  a  new  appeal  to  arms,  (1434,)  they  found 
themselves  constrained  either  to  acquiesce  in  the 
prevalent  policy  of  the  Utraquists,  or  enjoy  their 
proscribed  worship  in  solitudes  or  secret  retreats. 

But  the  compromise  measures  were  scarcely  more 
acceptable  to  the  papal  party  than  they  had  been  to 
the  Taborites.  They  had  been  carried  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Eokyzan,  who  aspired  to  become  Archbishop 
of  Prague.  The  object  of  his  ambition  seemed  just 
within  his  gi'asp.  At  the  diet  of  1435,  he  was  elected 
to  the  post,  and  his  election  was  confirmed  by  the 
emperor.  But  the  papal  party  refused  to  acknowl- 
edge him,  and  he  was  denied  investiture  unless  he 
woold  abandon  the  doctrine  of  the  cup.  Indignant 
at  being  thus  foiled  in  his  purpose,  and  having  the 
object,  whose  pursuit  must  have  cost  him  many  a 
reproof  of  conscience,  snatched  from  his  grasp,  Roky- 
zan  threatened  to  break  entirely  with  the  Koman 
Catholic  church.  His  hearers  urged  him  on.  In  the 
diet  of  1450  he  succeeded  in  procuring  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  an  embassy  to  Constantinople,  to  seek  a 
union  with  the  Greek  church.  The  Patriarch  Nico- 
medis  promised  to  ordain  the  Bohemian  bishops,  but 
the  Turkish  conquest  (1453)  defeated  the  execution 
of  the  design.     Rokyzan  became  now  more  timid. 
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Hitherto  he  had  not  hesitated  to  denounce  the  fJom.' 
pactata  which  he  had  been  so  largely  instrumental 
in  procuiing.  He  publicly  taught  that  the  forms  of 
religion  should  be  established  according  to  the  law 
of  Christ  alone.  He  introduced  hymns,  in  the  vulgar 
tongue,  into  the  churches  and  schools  of  Bohemia. 

But  at  length  he  began  to  draw  back.  He  was  too 
hesitating  to  take  a  decided  step,  or  countenance  the 
measures  of  the  Taborites.  The  Kegent,  George 
Podiebrad,  (1450,)  was  moreover  inclined  to  adopt  a 
temporizing  policy,  and  Rotyzan  henceforth  stood 
more  aloof  from  the  "  Brethren."  His  convictions 
were  in  their  favor,  but  his  ambition  would  not  allow 
him  to  act  upon  them.  "When  their  assemblies  were 
Tn'oken  up,  he  replied  to  their  complaints  by  advis- 
ing them  to  maintain  communion  among  themselves, 
and  seek  their  mutual  edification  by  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  and  of  good  books.  They  had  hoped  for 
hie  sanction,  but  could  not  obtain  it.  Severe  cruel- 
ties were  inflicted  upon  them,  through  the  influence 
of  papal  emissaries;  and  even  Gregory— although  a 
nephew  of  Eokyzan — was,  as  one  of  their  number, 
cast  into  prison. 

In  1451,  Peter  Maldoniewitz,  the  faithful  notary 
of  John  de  Chlum,  and  the  friend  of  Huss  at  Con- 
stance, who  had  for  many  years  been  a  Hussite 
preacher,  engaged  with  others  in  zealous  efforts  to 
disseminate  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel  throughout 
Bohemia.  But  their  efforts  were  met  by  violent 
opposition.  Persecution  was  more  bitterly  revived. 
Three  deacons  of  the  Hussites  were  compelled  to 
sacrifice  their  lives  for  their  creed.     One  of  them, 
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John,  was  burnt  at  Sobieslau ;  Weiizel  was  beheaded 
at  Horzowitz,  and  the  third,Vita8,  not  improbably  the 
friend  of  Jerome  at  Constance,  curate  of  Holonuz, 
was  killed  with  several  of  his  hearers  in  the  church 
itself,  for  having  administered  the  communion  under 
both  forms,^ 

But  the  zeal  of  their  enemies  went  yet  further. 
People  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  were  made  the 
victims  of  cruel  intolerance.  The  pope  sent  to  Bo- 
hemia baflds  of  crusftdei's,  warrioi-s  with  the  sign  of 
the  cross,  who  volunteered  to  attack  the  heretics, 
and  who  performed  their  task  in  the  spirit  of  brig- 
ands. Many  of  them  were  students  from  Erfurth 
and  Leipsig,  in  whom  the  ancient  spirit  of  animosity 
against  Prague  had  been  revived.  For  yeai-s  they 
i-avaged  Bohemia,  encouraged  by  allies  in  the  country 
itself.  Many  towns  were  plundered  and  burnt.  The 
pursuits  of  agriculture  were  suspended,  and  hundreds 
perished  of  famine.  To  murder  children  was  a  mere 
amusement  to  the  brutal  invaders.  But  the  popular 
vengeance,  thus  bitterly  provoked,  overtook  them  at 
last.  Near  Klattau  3,000  were  left  dead  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

■  It  was  at  this  period  that  the  first  band  of  exiles 
left  Bohemia,  (1453.)  Composed  in  part  of  Tabor- 
ites,  with  Calixtine  priests  and  even  nobles  among 
them,  they  retired  in  a  numerous  body  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Lititz  not  far  from  the  Silesian  mountains. 
Their  avowed  object  was  the  enjoyment  of  the  free- 
dom of  a  purer  worship.  The  Gompactata  of  Iglau 
were  pronounced  by  them  unsatisfactoi-y.     The  su- 
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perfluous  ceremoniea  wLict  had  been  retained  hith- 
erto by  the  Calixtines,  were  rejected  by  the  exiles. 
None  were  admitted  to  their  communion. except  upon 
an  examination  as  to  their  personal  piety.  Gregory 
— already  mentioned  as  the  nephew  of  Rokyzan — 
a  man  of  knightly  rank,  once  a  monk  of  Prague, 
joined  them,  and  became  afterward  consenior  of  the 
church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1457,  a  band  under 
Michael  Bradazius,  drew  off  to  Kunewald,  founding 
their  church  on  what  they  considered  gospel  prin- 
ciples, and  calling  themselves  "  Brethren  of  the  Rule 
of  Christ."  As  others  joined  them,  they  took  the 
name  which  they  ever  after  retained,  of  the  "  United 
Brethren."  Multitudes  throughout  Bohemia,  who 
were  not  yet  prepared  to  become  exiles  from  their 
native  land,  found  in  them  the  organization  toward 
which  their  own  sympathies  were  peculiarly  drawn. 

Already  the  time  had  arrived  that  would  put  their 
principles  to  the  test.  Taught  by  the  errors  and 
experience  of  the  Taborites,  as  well  as  by  the  lessons 
of  the  word  of  God,  that  carnal  weapons  belong  not 
to  the  ai'mor  of  the  Christian  soldier,  they  foreswore 
all  appeal  save  to  prayer,  reason,  and  the  word  of 
God.  Yet  if  anything  might  have  provoked  them 
to  a  departure  fi'om  their  principles,  it  was  the  treat- 
ment to  which  they  were  subjected,  by  Calixtines  as 
well  as  Romanists.  By  both  alike  they  were  charged 
with  being  heretics  and  anarchists.  They  were  sum- 
moned before  the  consistory  of  Pi'ague,  and  were 
accused  of  schism,  even  by  Rokyzan,  though  they 
claimed  to  have  acted  by  his  advice. 

The  regent,  (George  Podiebrad,)  although  inclined 
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to  lenieot  measures,  dared  not  venture  so  far  to  dis- 
regard his  oath  "  to  root  out  heretics,"  as  to  interpose 
in  their  behalf.  Outrage  of  almost  every  kind  was 
heaped  upon  them.  They  were  known  by  the  hated 
name  of  Picards.  Notwithstanding  their  "  apologies," 
stringent  laws  were  enacted  against  them.  They 
were  denied  civil  rights.  In  the  cold  of  winter 
they  were  driven  from  city  and  village,  and  their 
goods  were  plundered.  Their  character  was  assailed 
with  malicious  slanders.  They  were  accused  of  blas- 
phemy, murder,  and  witchcraft.^  Some  were  appre- 
hended, and  thrown  into  prison.  The  sick  were 
forced  to  leave  their  homes,  and  perished  in  the  fields. 
To  perform  worship  without  Catholic  ceremonies  was 
forbidden  absolutely,  under  pain  of  death.  The 
members  of  the  church  of  the  Brethren,  in  Bohemia 
and  Moravia,  were  forbidden  to  assemble  together. 
Some  of  their  persecutora  proposed  imprisonment, 
and  some  recommended  the  punishment  of  death. 
The  Bishop  of  Breslau  opposed  the  last  on  the 
ground  that  martyrdom  multiplied  the  numbers  of 
the  Brethren.  He  advised  their  expulsion,  with  the 
hope  that,  sooner  than  leave  their  native  land,  they 
would  rejoin  the  Romish  church. 

Upon  this  many  took  refuge  in  the  forests.  They 
lived  in  pits  and  caves,  and  thus  obtained  the,  nick- 
name of  Pit-dweUera  (Gruhenheimer).  In  the  day-, 
time  they  dared  not  kindle  a  fire,  lest  the  smoke 
should  betray  them.  At  night  they  studied  the 
scriptures  by  the  light  of  their  biasing  fagots.  Lest 
the  traces  of  their  footsteps  should  be  detected  in 

'  Peacheek,  i.  89. 
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the  snow,  they  ti'od  all  in  the  same  line,  the  last  of 
the  party  obliterating  their  tracks  with  the  branch 
of  a  tree,  to  give  their  path  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  made  by  a  peasant  dragging  his  brushwood 
after  him.  ^  Sometimes,  notwithstanding  their  pre- 
cautions, they  were  arrested,  and  foi'ced  by  cold, 
hunger,  chains,  and  torture,  to  confess  their  revolu- 
tionary projects,  or  betray  the  names  of  their  asso- 
ciates. If  nothing  could  be  extorted  from  them, 
they  were  cruelly  maimed.  Sometimes  their  hands 
and  feet  were  cot  off.  Sometimes  they  were  hung, 
or  quartered,  or  buried  alive.  Many  perished,  and 
multitudes  were  reduced  to  the  extreme  of  wretch- 
edness. 

The  Brethren  at  Lititz  did  not  fail  to  send  encour- 
aging counsels  to  those  whom  they  had  left  behind. 
They  were  admonished  that  "  such  as  would  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  must  suffer  persecution,"  Greg- 
ory, the  nephew  of  Eokyzan,  who  bore  the  mes- 
sage, was  reported  to  be  in  a  dying  state  in  the 
prison  where  he  had  been  cast.  He  was  visited  by 
his  uncle,  who  was  constrained,  by  the  anguish  of  a 
guilty  conscience,  to  exclaim  as  he  saw  him,  "  Nephew, 
I  would  that  I  were  where  you  are  now  ! "  His  lan- 
guage excited  hope  in  the  Brethren,  that  all  good 
had  not  died  out  of  the  primate's  heart.  They  were 
encouraged  to  apply  to  him  as  the  ecclesiastical 
head  (summus  tkcologus)  of  the  kingdom,  to  urge 
forward  the  cause  of  evangelical  reform,  and  relieve 
them  from  the  accusation  of  schism.  He  answered 
them  kindly,  confe^ed  his  high  estimate  of  their 
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religious  character,  but  toM  them  that  in  attempting 
to  aid  them  he  conld  accomplish  nothing  of  any 
account,  and  should  only  injure  himself.^ 

The  Brethren  were  disappointed.  Rokyzan  was 
a  trimmer  and  time-server.  In  taking  leave  of  tim 
they  could  not  suppress  the  expression  of  their  min- 
gled grief  and  disgust.  "  Thou  art  of  tlie  world 
and  wilt  perish  with  the  world,"  said  they.  The 
language,  however  honest,  truthful,  or  well  meant, 
was  at  least  impolitic.  Rokyzan  was  provoked  to 
renew  the  persecution  against  them;  At  his  instance 
the  diet  of  1468  issued  what  have  justly  been  called 
"  the  bloody  decrees." 

The  hope  of  church  reform  by  means  of  the  eccle- 
siastical authorities  was  thus  extinguished.  The 
Brethren  found  that  they  must  provide  for  their 
own  government.  Their  numbers,  increased  by 
accessions  from  the  ranks  of  the  more  conscientious 
Calistines,  had  made  this  a  necessity.  To  the  New 
Testament  they  looked  for  their  model  of  church 
order  and  discipline.  If  here  they  were  in  some 
respects  at  fault,  it  was  from  no  intentional  depar- 
ture from  their  acknowledged  standard,  but  because 
their  peculiar  circumstances  modified  the  application 
of  their  principles.  A  high  testimony  to  their  con- 
scientious fidelity  in  framing  their  form  of  church 
government  is  found  in  the  language  of  Luther,  who 
declared  its  greater  accordance  with  scriptural  sim- 
plicity than  his  own.  First  of  all,  they  elected  elders 
of  their  own  number,  by  a  majority  of  voices,  and 
to  the  discretion  of  those  who  were  thus  elected,  the 
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rule  of  the  cliurcJies  was  committed.  At  their  sum- 
mons the  most  eminent  of  the  Bohemian  and  Mora- 
vian Brethren  were  convoked,  to  form  such  regu- 
lations as  the  interest  of  the  churches  required. 
General  rules  for  the  conducting  of  theii'  worship, 
the  observance  of  fast  days,  the  doctrines  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  church,  were  subjects  of  discussion, 
and  these  were  definitely  settled. 

Their  system  of  church  order  occasioned  them 
some  anxiety.  A  growing  repugnance  to  thft  Roman- 
izing tendencies  of  the  Calixtines,  from  whom,  more- 
over, they  were  repelled  by  persecution,  forbade 
them  to  seek  ordination  at  their  hands.  Even  had 
they  sought  it,  their  application  would  doubtless 
have  been  rejected.  The  subject  therefore  was  cai-e- 
fully  considered  in  a  synod  held  at  Lhota  in  1467.' 
They  resolved  to  choose  their  own  teachers,  from 
among  themselves.  It  shows  their  discreet  caution 
that  first  of  all  they  elected  twenty  persons  as  can- 
didates. These  twenty  were  to  elect  nine  of  their 
number,  to  whom  the  definitive  choice  of  thi'ee  was 
to  be  committed. 

At  another  synod  the  question  arose  whether 
presbyter*  might  be  ordained  without  a  bishop.  It 
was  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Both  orders,  it 
was  said,  were  originally  equal.  Still,  to  avoid  all 
occasion  for  scandal,  it  was  deemed  best  to  secure 
episcopal  ordination.  The  three  who  had  been 
elected  as  preachers  were  therefore  sent  for  this 
purpose  to  the  Waldensian  church — the  only  one 
which  they  could  recognize  as  pure  and  scriptural. 

'  Pesoheck,  i.  S9. 
VOL.  II.  36 
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Tbese,  after  their  ordination,  returned  to  the  Breth- 
ren and  ordained  othera,  as  the  necessities  of  the 
church  required. 

The  cireumetances  of  the  Brethren — ^persecuted  by 
the  Komauists,  and  disowned  by  the  Oalixtlnes,  who 
were  apprehensive  of  the  result  if  they  should  be- 
come in  the  least  identified  with  them— led  them  to 
look  abroad  for  sympathy.  Might  there  not  be — - 
they  asked — in  other  lands,  thc«e  whose  views  and 
doctrines  accorded  with  their  own  ?  Only  among 
the  Waldenses  could  such  be  found.  But  even  of 
them,  it  was  said  that  they  did  not  confess  the  whole 
truth.  Persecution  had  made  them  shrink  from  a 
bold  and  fearless  avowal  of  all  their  convictions. 
Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  resolved  that  communion 
with  them  should  be  proposed,  while  they  should  be 
admonished  of  what  the  Brethi-en  regarded  as  errors. 
The  admonition  was  kindly  received.  The  proposal 
of  communion  was  accepted.  The  common  faith 
which  they  held  was  endeared  to  them  the  mofe  by 
the  common  hardships  which  a  persecuting  spiiit 
inflicted  on  both.  The  result  was  most  disastrous 
to  the  Waldenses.  The  fact  of  their  communion 
with  the  Brethren  (Picards)  was  betrayed.  Their 
leader,  Bishop  Stephen,  along  with  several  others, 
was  burned.  Some  were  scattered  abroad  in  other 
lands.  Some  fled  to  the  march  of  Brandenburg,  and 
others  joined  the  Brethren.  This  year  (1480)  was 
marked  by  quite  an  accession  to  the  church  of  the 
exiles,  from  this  as  well  as  other  sources. 

Meanwhile  the  Utraquists  were  not  left  unmolest- 
ed.    George  Podiebrad,  who  from  Regent  had  be- 


dbyGoogle 


Cn.  XIX.]       PERSECUTION    OF   THE   CALIXTINES.  563 

come  king,  was  unwilling  to  favor  the  Brethren,  or 
restrain  their  persecutors,  lest  the  infamy  of  the 
hated  "PIcards  "  should  attach  to  himself.  Calixtine 
in  sentiment,  he  held  by  the  Oompactaia  of  Iglau. 
But  this  came  far  short  of  the  standard  of  papal 
orthodoxy.  Pius  II.,  who  had  long  pretended  friend- 
ship for  the  king,  at  last  won  over  to  himself  Mat- 
thias of  Hungary,  and  in  separating  him  from  George, 
threw  off  the  mask.  The  articles  of  Prague — allow- 
ing toleration  to  the  Calixtines — were  revoked,  and 
George  was  put  under  interdict. 

Paul  II.  (1465)  was  even  more  violent  than  his 
predecessor.  In  hie  zeal  against  the  Bohemian  here- 
tics, he  dispatched  a  legate,  Rudolf,  Bishop  of  La- 
vant,  to  Silesia,  Saxony,  and  Bohemia,  to  preach  up 
a  crusade.  The  ambassadoi-s  of  the  king  were  driven 
out  of  Rome  with  rods.  A  murderous  war  sprang 
up  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia  between  Catholics 
and  Calixtines,  each  party  branding  its  prisoners 
with  the  cup  or  the  cross.^  The  Invading  hosts  were 
manfully  resisted;  but  at  this  juncture  (14:71)  the 
king  died.  Ladislaus  of  Poland,  whom  the  excom- 
municated monarch  recommended  on  his  death-bed 
as  his  successor,  adopted  another  policy.  He  perse- 
cuted the  Calixtines  in  order  to  conciliate  the  pope. 
A  revolt  took  place.  The  exasperated  citizens  threw 
the  Burgomaster  out  of  the  window  of  the  council- 
house,  and  beheaded  some  of  the  town  councillors. 
Their  most  furious  attacks,  however,  were  directed 
against  the  prieste  and  monks.  Tranquillity  was  at 
last  restored  by  the  sons  of  the  late  king,and  Ladis- 
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laus  consenting  to  treat  the  Utraquists  with  less 
rigor. 

The  pope  moreovei-  found  violent  measures  impol- 
itic. He  determined  to  try  what  kindness  could 
effect.  He  withdrew  thei'efore  the  excommunication 
and  crusade,  and,  agreeably  to  the  Compactata^  de- 
clared the  Bohemians,  the  Utraquists  included,  good 
sons  of  the  church. 

AH  this  however  was  but  a  temporary  expedient, 
demanded  by  the  emergency.  The  oppressive  meas- 
ures were  only  deferred  to  a  time  more  favorable  to 
their  execution.  A  short  interval  only  elaj^ed  before 
the  administrators  of  the  Utraquistic  consistory,  and 
several  other  ministers,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
Some  were  put  to  the  rack,  or  treated  with  such 
severity  that  they  did  not  long  survive. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1480,  Michael  Pollack, 
curate  of  St.  Giles  in  Old  Prague,  a  man  of  irre- 
proachable character  and  distinguished  for  his  elo- 
quence, and  three  other  curates,  were  seized,  because 
they  had  called  the  pope  Antichrist,  and  conveyed 
to  the  royal  castle  (Karlstein),  where  Pollack  per- 
ished of  hunger  and  hardship,  and  the  others  were 
scarcely  released  at  the  intercession  of  the  states. 
Other  pei-sons  were  banished,  or,  apprehensive  of 
danger,  fled  the  city.  Among  the  latter  were  Lucas 
of  Prague — subsequently  a  bishop  of  the  Brethren — 
and  his  friend  John  Nix,  a  man  of  leai-ning.  The 
king  moi'eover  prohibited  the  singing  of  certain 
Hussite  hymns,  and  when  the  prohibition  was  disre- 
garded, the  transgressors  were  committed  to  prison, 
and  some  were  put  to  death  by  torture. 
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The  mocks,  wlio  liad  become  more  bold  and  even 
extravagant  m  their  rage,  "  condemned  the  Huasites 
to  hell."  It  was  in  vain  that  the  people  murmured. 
The  magistrates  of  Prague  conspired  with  the  nobili- 
ty opposed  to  reform,  to  exterminate  the  Galixtines. 
Various  royal  edicts  of  a  persecuting  nature  were 
issued,  and  the  night  of  the  24th  of  September, 
1483,  was  long  remembered  as  one  that  threatened 
to  become  almost  as  memorable  for  wholesale  massa- 
cre as  the  French  St,  Bartholomew's  of  the  succeed- 
ing century.'^ 

The  plot,  however,  was  discovered.  A  great  uproar 
took  place  among  the  people.  Three  public  halls, 
and  all  the  monasteries  were  plundered,  and  several 
monks  and  senators  were  killed.  Ladislaos,  at  fli'st. 
indignant,  refused  to  interfere  when  he  learned  how 
great  had  been  the  provocation  offered  to  the  Utra- 
quists.'^ 

In  tbe  public  diet  of  1485,  the  king,  who  seems  to 
have  become  disgusted  with  the  harsh  measui'es  of 
the  persecutors,  ordered  a  treaty  to  be  confirmed 
between  the  opposing  parties.  They  were  required 
to  promise  mutual  toleration  and  friendship.  Bat 
in  spite  of  this,  mutual  hatred  still  continued.  The 
Galixtines  as  well  as  the  Brethren  were  for  many 
yeais  subjected  to  vexatious  and  liarrassing  modes  of 
persecution.  Some  of  the  more  yielding  among  them 
joined  the  Catholic  church.  Others  steadfastly-ad- 
hered to  their  peculiar  views,  and  refused  to  accept 
the  ordination  of  the  Romish  bishops.    Some  of  their 

^  other  authorities  giye  the  date  ot    fiiilare  of  tie  first  attempt  may  have 
the  pontemplated  mussacrc  na  Dec,    led  to  a  Bcoond, 
Sith,  1485.      It  is  possible  that  the         '  Peseheck,  i  43. 
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preachers  were  sent  to  Armenia,  with  com  mend  atory 
lettera  from  the  University  of  Prague  (1499).  As 
reports  of  the  Bohemian  heresy  had  already  reached 
that  country,  they  were  closely  examined.  But  their 
general  agreement  of  doctrine  with  the  Armenian 
church,  especially  in  the  use  of  the  vulgar  tongue 
in  church  service,  secured  their  approval,  and  they 
were  consequently  ordained,  Among  them  were 
Martin  of  Tabor  and  his  deacon,  who  wei'e  after- 
■  wards  burned  by  their  persecutors  at  Raudnitz.^  At 
length,  after  the  appearance  of  Luthei',  the  Utraquists 
—many  of  them— preferred  the  ordination  of  the 
reformera  of  "Wittemberg  to  that  of  the  Catholics. 

The  Bi'ethren,  meanwhile,  notwithstanding  the 
harshness  of  their  treatment,  were  increasing  in  num- 
bers. To  the  false  accusations  brought  against  them 
before  the  king,  they  replied  by  presenting  him  a 
confession  of  their  faith,  (1493,)  and  a  refutation  of 
the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge.^  No  one  can  read 
their  "  Agreement,"  drawn  up  by  the  Brethren  in  the 
mountains  of  Richenau,  and  "given  forth  by  the 
aenioi's,"  as  their  bishops  were  called,  without  an  ad- 
miration of  its  kindly.  Christian,  and  Evangelical 
spirit,*  "  Before  all  othei'  things,"  it  proceeds  to  say, 
"  we  have  agreed  among  ourselves,  that  we  will 
preserve  to  ourselves  the  faith  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  purity,  and  confirm  it  in  righteousness  which 
is  of  God,  abiding  together  in  love,  and  putting  our 
trust  in  the  living  God.  This  we  are  faithfully  to 
manifest,  in  word  and  deed.  One  is  to  assist  another 
faithfully  in  love,  to  lead  a  blameless  life,  and  be  ex- 

'  Peechect,  i  40.  '  lb.,  3B.  '  lb.,  15. 
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ercised  in  humility,  snbmissioD,  meekness,  continence, 
and  patience,  in  order  to  prove  thereby  that  we  have 
a  true  faith,  real  love,  and  sure  hope,  which  is  laid 
up  for  us.  We  have  also  agreed  together  that  we 
will  unanimously  observe  a  willing  and  perfect  obe- 
dience, even  as  the  scriptures,  given  of  God,  enjoin 
upon  us.  One  is  to  receive  of  another,  instruction, 
warning,  exhortation,  and  correction  in  the  v^ay  of 
brotherly  kindness,  thereby  to  keep  the  covenant 
which  we  have  made  with  God  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  in  spirit.  We  have  also  unanimously 
agreed  to  strengthen  one  another  In  the  truth  which 
we  confess,  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord,  according  to 
the  measure  which  is  given  to  each  of  us,  and  willing 
to  do  and  undertake  everything  which  shall  be 
'judged  conducive  to  edification  and  improvement;' 
but  especiaJly  to  observe  Christian  obedience,  to  ac- 
knowledge one  another  in  want  and  poverty,  to  be 
humble  and  in  subjection,  to  have  the  fear  of  God 
always  before  our  eyes,  to  improve  after  exhortation 
or  correction,  and  acknowledge  our  guilt  before  God 
and  man.  But  if  one  be  found  not  to  abide  in  all 
these,  and  refuse  to  keep  the  covenant  made  with 
God,  and  likewise  with  faithful  Chiistian  brethren, — ■ 
we  declare  with  sorrow  that  we  cannot  ensure  such 
a  one  of  his  salvation ;  but  the  result  may  be,  that 
we  shall  withdraw  from  him,  and  be  under  the 
necessity  of  excluding  him  from  our  communion  in 
divine  service.  And  if  one  be  overtaken  in  a  griev- 
ous sin,  or  in  a  decided  heresy,  for  which  he  ought 
to  be  put  away,  we  cannot  readmit  him,  until  he 
has  entirely  purged  himself  from  it,  and  evidently 
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amended  his  life.  It  has  been  moreover  determined, 
that  every  one  is  to  abide  faithfully  in  his  calling, 
and  in  all  things  to  keep  a  good  conscience,  according 
to  the  apostolic  injunction.  The  priests  and  teachers 
in  particular  are  to  set  a  good  example,  and'in  word 
and  deed  so  to  behave  toward  othei's  that  punish- 
ment and  reproof  may  be  avoided." 

Faithful  to  the  principles  and  rules  thus  clearly 
announced,  the  lives  of  the  Brethren  extorted  praise 
even  from  their  persecutors.  The  constancy  of  their 
faith  and  the  purity  of  their  morals  were  exem- 
plary. One  wretch,  who  had  been  a  main  instrument 
of  their  persecution  by  the  slanders  to  which  he 
testified,  refused  longer  to  peijure  himself,  and  con- 
fessed that  he  knew  no  ill  of  the  Brethren.^  His 
testimony  had  been  accounted  so  important,  that 
he  had  been  taken  by  the  persecuting  party  from  vil- 
lage to  village,  and  city  to  city,  that  he  might  retail 
his  calumnies  in  the  audience  of  the  people.  Copies 
of  his  confession  were  sent  where  he  could  not  be 
taken  io  person.  la  this  manner  it  was  sought  to 
overwhelm  the  Brethren  with  odium.^  But  the  con- 
science of  the  wretch  smote  him  for  his  perjuiy,  and 
he  was  terrified  by  the  apprehension  of  the  mischiefs 
which  he  was  bringing  down,  in  the  basest  manner, 
npon  the  heads  of  the  innocent. 

This  event  tended  much  to  the  fm'therance  of  their 
cause.  Many  were  led,  from  curiosity  or  other  motives, 
to  frequent  the  meetings  of  the  Brethren.  Some  began 
to  do  it  privately  and  in  disguise ;  but  what  they  saw 
won   their  approval,  and  at  last  led  them    openly 

'  Peecheck,  i.  40.  "  Boat.  54. 
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to  join  the  calumniated  and  persecuted  disciples. 
Among  the  accessions  to  tbeir  ranks  were  several  of 
the  nobility  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  who,  in  various 
districts,  erected  for  them  churches  and  houses  of 
prayer.  The  king,  moreover,  was  favorably  impress- 
ed by  a  perusal  of  their  confession  and  apologies, 
and  mitigated  the  severity  of  his  persecuting  edicts. 
He  even  received  with  favor  to  his  Bohemian  king- 
dom a  portion  of  the  church  of  the  Brethren  who  had 
been  driven  from  Hungary,  and  for  several  years 
had  dwelt  in  Moldavia. 

A  favorable  influence  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Brethren  was  also  exerted  by  the  political  events  of 
the  time.  Ladislaus,  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne 
of  Bohemia,  (1471,)  had  succeeded  to  the  position 
and  duties  of  George  de  Podiebrad,  as  the  enemy  of 
Matthias  of  Hungary.  Eleven  years  later  (1482) 
the  common  interests  of  Ladislaus  and  the  eraperor 
in  opposing  him,  cemented  between  them  an  alliance 
which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Matthias  near  Bruck 
on  the  Leytra,  But  the  latter,  regaining  strength, 
laid  siege  to  Vienna,  whose  inhabitants  vainly  em- 
plored  help  of  the  emperor.  The  city  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Matthias,  (1485,)  but  by  the  generous  aid 
of  Albert  of  Saxony,  he  was  soon  after  defeated. 
In  1493,  Maximilian  succeeded  his  father  Frederic 
on  the  imperial  throne.  A  milder  policy  for  a  time 
prevailed.  The  daughter  of  Ladislaus  was  married 
to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  son  of  Maximilian,  and 
Bohemia  was  thus  again  brought  under  the  control 
of  the  house  of  Hapsburg.  During  most  of  this 
period  the  external  dangers  of  Bohemia  and  the  em- 
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pire,  whose  interests  were  one,  withdrew  attention 
from  the  Taborites  and  Calixtines.  These  might  be 
regarded  as  well-nigh  subjected,  while  the  Turk, 
thundering  at  the  gates  of  Christendom,  excited  pa- 
pal anxiety  and  more  general  apprehension. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Calixtines  were  now 
more  disposed  to  persecute  the  Brethren,  than  were 
the  party  avowedly  papal.  Their  aim  was  to  retain 
the  cap,  and  yet  be  allowed  the  name  of  Catholic. 
They  wished  to  have  their  bishops  consecrated  at 
Kome.  To  recommend  themselves,  it  seemed  politic 
to  appear  as  distinct  as  possible  from  the  maligned 
and  hated  "  Picards."  Hence  they  were  jealous  of 
their  reputation,  and  willingly  adopted  even  perse- 
cuting mea'^ures  to  vindicate  it  from  the  reproach  of 
common  sympathy  with  the  Brethren.  One  result 
of  this  course  however,  was,  to  drive  the  more  honest 
and  conscientious  of  the  Calixtines  over  to  the  per- 
secuted body.  The  closing  period  of  the  fifteenth 
century  witnessed  the  slow  but  sore  increase  of  the 
churches  of  the  Brethren.  Although  far  from  being 
nnmolested,  they  yet  enjoyed  comparative  rest.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  century,  their 
churches  numbered  two  hundred  in  Bohemia  and 
Moravia.  Almost  all  their  communities  possessed 
each  their  own  house  of  prayer.  The  scriptural  sim- 
plicity of  their  rites  and  the  parity  of  their  doctrines 
were  confirmed  by  their  familiarity  with  the  sacred 
writings.  They  procured  the  piinting  of  two  edi- 
tions of  the  Bohemian  Bible,  the  first  at  Venice,  and 
the  second  at  Norembei'g.  But  these  were  insuffi- 
cient to  supply  the  demand,  and  three  pre^es  were 
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procured,  and  employed  in  Bohemia  for  the  printing 
of  Bibles  alone.  The  version  used  was  a  translation 
of  the  Vulgate,  and  answered  its  purpose  for  a  hun- 
dred years. 

The  short  peace  of  the  Brethren  was  soon  dis- 
turbed by  fresh  troubles.  Some  of  them  had  gone 
so  far  in  the  zealous  defence  of  their  non-resistance 
tenets,  as  to  declare  that  a  Christian  could  not  with 
a  good  conscience  hold  civil  office,  or  bear  arms. 
These  propositions  were  represented  to  the  king  as 
of  dangerous  tendency;  and  in  the  diet  of  1503,  he 
was  urged  to  extii-pate  them  from  the  kingdom. 
Several  of  the  states  protested  against  these  insinu- 
ations, asserted  the  innocence  of  the  Brethren,  and 
opposed  the  cruel  measures  which  were  contemplated. 
But  when  the  friends  of  the  Brethren  had  withdrawn 
from  the  assembly,  their  enemies  prevailed  upon  the 
king  to  sign  a  persecuting  decree. 

Against  this  the  Brethren  entered  their  remon- 
strance. The  king  changed  his  mind,  and  sought  to 
bring  about  a  union  between  them  and  the  Callxtines. 
With  this  view  he  directed  that  some  of  their  princi- 
pal preachers  should  visit  Prague,  and  confer  with 
the  professoi-a  of  the  university  and  the  Calistine  con- 
sistory. Though  apprehensive  of  a  plot  against  them, 
the  Brethren  complied  with  the  command,  (Dec, 
1503.)  But  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  conference 
was  to  have  been  opened,  their  most  bitter  enemy, 
the  rector  of  the  university,  died.  None  of  the  rest 
dared  to  meet  them  in  a  public  discussion.  They 
were  afraid  of  being  confounded  in  argument  in  the 
presence  of  the  citizens.'  The  conference  was  deferred 
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from  day  to  day,  till  under  various  pretexts  it  was 
altogether  abandoned. 

From  time  to  time,  however,  the  work  of  peraecu- 
tion  was  revived.  The  views  of  the  Brethren,  as 
maintained  in  their  apologies,  were  studiously  mis- 
represented. Their  non-resistance  principles  espe- 
cially were  so  perverted  "by  their  enemies  as  to  make 
them  objects  of  odium  and  contempt.  In  1508  this 
malice  threatened  to  break  out  in  a  more  violent 
manner.  The  Eoman  Catholic  bishops  succeeded  by 
flattery  in  obtaining  from  Ladislaus  several  severe 
decrees  against  the  Brethren.  These  were  met  by 
a  presentation  to  the  king  of  their  confession.  This, 
with  their  apologies,  was  all  the  resistance  they  could 
offer  to  the  measures  of  their  persecutors.  Yet  if 
any  thing  could  have  justified  a  departure  from  their 
principles  by  the  use  of  physical  force,  it  was  the 
decree  of  August  10th,  l.'iOS.  lu  this  it  was  com- 
mauded  that  "  all  Picardiues,  without  distinction  of 
sex  or  age,  should  be  punished  with  death."  ^  An 
anecdote  in  this  connection  illustrates  the  fearless 
sphit  of  the  Brethren,  notwithstanding  their  view  of 
non-resistance.  The  chaneelloi',  Albert,  on  bis  return 
from  the  diet  where  the  decree  had  been  ratified, 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Baron  of  Coldicium,  and  reported 
to  him  what  all  had  agreed  upon.  The  baron  turned 
to  his  servant  Simon,  one  of  the  Brethren,  and  asked 
him  how  he  liked  it.  "All  have  not  agreed  to  it," 
was  his  reply.  "Who  are  they,"  asked  the  chancel- 
lor, "  who  dare  oppose  all  the  states  of  the  king- 
dom?"    "There  is  in  heaven,"  replied  the  servant, 

'  Pespheck,  i.  41. 
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lifting  up  his  hand,  "  One,  who  if  he  were  not  pres- 
ent at  your  counsels,  you  have  taken  counsel  in  vain." 

The  mnrderous  character  of  the  edict  disgusted 
some  of  the  principal  nobility.  Through  their  op- 
position its  execution  was  defeiTed.  But  in  1510  it 
received  the  second  assent  of  the  states,  and  to  some 
extent  was  enforced.  Many  of  the  Brethi'en  became 
its  victims.  Numerous  were  the  cases  of  imprison- 
ment. Some  were  mutilated,  some  burned,  and  some 
put  to  death  by  droTVoing.  All  varieties  of  torture 
were  employed  to  subdue  the  constancy  of  the  mar- 
tyrs. So  far  did  the  power  of  persecution  prevail, 
that  divine  service  could  only  be  performed  in  secret, 
save  in  the  district  of  Baron  Schwamberg. 

Already,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Brethren  had 
sought  to  discover  in  other  lands  Christian  organiza- 
tione  to  which  they  could  extend  their  sympathy 
and  communion.  These  they  had  found  among 
the  Waldenses  alone.  Their  eSbrt  was  now  (1486) 
renewed.  Previous  to  this  they  had  made  the  mat- 
ter a  subject  of  deliberation.  But  in  the  synod  of  that 
year  they  gave  evidence  of  their  large  views  and 
liberal  spirit.  They  declared  that  the  Catholic 
church  of  God  was  not  limited  to  any  visible  society 
of  believers,  but  was  to  be  found  in  any  part  of 
Christendom,  wherever  the  holy  Cathalic  faith, 
agreeable  to  the  truth  of  God,  prevailed.  Again 
they  sent  forth  brethren  to  Rome,  Italy,  France,  and 
the  Waldenses,  to  search  out  those  whom  they 
might  recognize  as  their  spiritual  kindred.  They 
longed  to  enjoy  the  assurance  that  somewhere  in  the 
world  there  were  those  whose  doctrines  and  worship 
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were  mainly  identical  with  their  own ;  that  in  their 
isolation,  they  were  not  altogether  separate  from 
spiritual  kindred  who  in  other  scenes  and  other  lands 
were  bearing  testimony  to,  a  pure  gaspel. 

Some  whom  they  sent  out  on  this  novel  errand  of 
searching  for  Christian  brethren,  went  to  Greece,  to 
Russia,  to  8cythia,  to  Egypt,  to  Constantinople,  and 
to  Thrace.  Others  visited  France,  Rome,  and  various 
parts  of  Italy.  Their  report  is  indeed  striking  and 
significant.  They  found,  they  said,  sighing  soals,  but 
no  organized  church  with  which  they  could  unite. 
Hence,  at  a  synod  at  which  the  report  was  made, 
(1489,)  it  was  resolved :  "If  God  anywhere  in  the 
world  should  stir  up  righteous  teachers  and  re- 
formers of  the  church,  they  would  make  common 
cause  with  them."  Such  was  the  truly  catholic  spirit 
by  which  they  were  animated. 

The  fame  of  Erasmus  had  already  reached  Bohe- 
mia. The  Brethren  looked  to  him — a  Biblical 
scholar — with  some  degree  of  hope.  In  1511  they 
presented  to  him  their  confession  of  faith — the  same 
which  had  been  exhibited  to  Ladislaas  in  1480. 
They  asked  him  to  point  out  its  eiTorg,  or  show  them 
in  what  respects  it  could  be  improved.  True  to  his 
nature,  the  timid  scholar  gave  it  his  secret  approval, 
but  advised  them  to  keep  quiet.  He  excused  him- 
self from  coming  out  openly  in  their  favor,  as  it  would 
only  injm'e  himself  and  do  them  no  good.  In  some 
of  his  writings,  however,  he  expressed  himself  favora- 
bly in  regard  to  them.^ 

'  The  language  of  Ecasmua,  in  re-  pastora  from  Among  themselves,  it  ia 
ply  to  one  of  the  calumniators  of  the  nothing  more  than  what  the  primitive 
Brethren,  was,  "  If  the  Brethreu  elect    Christiana  did ;  if  they  make  choice 
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TTie  interval  between  th^  and  the  appearance  of 
Luther  as  a  reformer,  was  one  of  sore  trial  to  the 
Brethren.  They  were  rarely  left  unmolested  in  the 
enjoyment  of  religious  worahip.  They  grew  weary 
of  their  state  of  isolation,  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  religious  world.  Their  condition  was,  with  many 
at  least,  that  of  seeming,  if  not  actual,  schism  from 
the  Christian  body.  Some  proposed  that  they  should 
reunite  with  the  Calixtines,  in  the  hope  of  peace 
and  larger  usefulness.  The  subject  was  brought 
before  cue  of  their  synods.  Here  it  was  decided, 
that  if  in  another  church  than  their  own  a  priest  of 
pure  doctrine  and  holy  life  was  to  be  found,  it  was  a 
subject  for  gratitude  to  God ;  but  this  was  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  reunion  or  communion  with  a  church 
which  had  been  left  because  of  its  errora.  The  suc- 
cessor of  the  priest  might  be  a  man  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent character.  Even  though  one  might  not  enjoy 
the  membership  of  a  properly  organized  chureh,  all 
might  keep  the  unity  of  the  spii-it  and  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  Nor  was  it  without  danger  for  believers 
to  forsake  privileges  accompanied  by  divine  grace 
among  themselves,  to  seek  them  among  strangera. 
In  case  there  should  be  found  many  priests  of  another 
church  nnited  together  in  the  work  of  a  faithful  min- 
istration of  the  word  of  God,  and  properly  consti- 

of  unlettered  and  unedncated  men,  leas    confidence    in  their  preachera 

they  may  well  be  aicused,  since  the  than  in  the  Holy  Soripturea,  that  is, 

want  of  leanung  is  sufficiently  com-  if  they  put  more  confidence  in  God 

penaated  by  the  holiness   of  their  than  in  man,  they  are  right.    As  to 

lives  j  if  they  esU  one  ftnothar  5ro(AGi-  holy  days,  I  find  their  sentiments 

and  sister,  I  see  no  harm  in  it ;  wonld  little  different  from  those  which  pr&- 

to  God  that  thia  appellation,  dictat-  veiled  in  the  times  ot  Saint  Jerome ; 

ei  by  brotherly  love,  existed  univer-  but  festivals  have  now  increnaed  to 

■ally  among  Christians ;  it  they  place  an  enormous  number," 
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tuted,  they  were  not  to  be  despised  ;  tut  the  eldera 
of  the  churches  of  the  Brethren  were  to  see  whether, 
in  some  way,  a  union  might  not  he  effected  with 
them.  In  ease  they  were  found  to  hold  the  fundar 
mental  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  they  were  to 
be  obeyed  and  listened  to  as  teachei's.  If  in  this 
respect  they  did  not  agree  with  the  Brethren,  they 
were  not  to  "be  contemned,  but  treated  with  kind- 
ness, both  that  the  purity  of  faith  might  be  preserv- 
ed, and  themselves  brought  to  the  enjoyment  of  clearer 
light.  "  Finally,"  say  they,  "  we  recognize  no  mul- 
titude or  assembly,  however  numerous,  as  the  church 
catholic, — that  is,  as  containing  the  entire  number 
of  believers,  so  that  outside  of  it  are  none  of  God's 
elect ;  but  wherever  the  sole  catholic  Christian  faith 
is  kept  in  truth,  according  to  God's  word,  in  whalr 
ever  part  of  Christendom,  there  is  the  holy  catholic 
church,  out  of  whose  communion  there  is  no  hope  of 
salvation." 
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REFORMATION   IN   GERMANY.    THE   BRETHREN. 
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Ckito.  —  LSKIBMT    POUCT    OF    M  —  T         B  B  Ef- 

POttia  voti  Union.  —  Phosfehiti  — T       B  Ot         L     ds      Ru- 

dolph   II. — TOLEttlTIOH. 

151Y  — 1602. 

For  a  whole  century  the  Taborites  and  the  United 
Brethren— as  the  followers  of  Huss— had  borne  their 
testimony  against  the  apostasy  and  errors  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church.  Their  enemies  had  persecuted 
them  with  calumny  and  violence.  Pen  and  sword 
had  been  employed  against  them  without  scruple. 
The  harshest  measures  had  been  adopted  to  shake 
their  constancy.  Beyond  their  own  neighborhoods 
they  were  known  by  the  odious  name  of  Picards. 
In  all  Germany  there  was  scarcely  to  be  found  an 
mdividual  who  had  any  proper  acquaintaace  with 
their  character  or  doctiinea. 

But  their  revolt  against  the  dominant  hierarchy 
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was  now  to  be  justified  in  a  most  striking  manner. 
They  were  to  find  whole  nations  nnconscioiialy  array- 
ing themselves  upon  their  side.  Germany,  from  the 
days  of  the  council  of  Constance,  had  been  indig- 
nantly demanding  reform ;  but  her  cry  had  'been 
smothered.  Instead  of  meeting  the  demand,  the 
hierarchy  only  became  more  hopelessly  cori'upt,  until 
the  evil  was  no  longer  to  be  borne.  An  earlier 
reformation  might  have  been  less  radical,  but  eccle- 
siastical authority  and  interested  opposition  had 
resisted  and  turned  back  the  current  of  popular 
feeling,  until  now,  become  resistless,  it  broke  over 
all  restraint.  Luther  came  forward,  the  exponent 
of  long  suppressed  convictions,  the  champion  of  a 
purer  Christianity,  the  leader  in  the  cause  of  reform  ; 
and  the  Brethren,  who  had  long  waited  and  watched 
for  the  appearance  of  one  to  whom  they  could  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship,  greeted  him,  ere  yet  his 
prejudices  against  them  hacV  given  way,  as  a  fellow- 
laborer  in  their  own  great  work. 

Tardily,  but  surely,  the  career  of  Huss  and  the 
bold  views  he  had  put  forth  were  vindicated  from 
that  very  direction  from  which  the  bitterest  hostility 
against  him  had  proceeded.  Germany  had  been 
taxed  and  plundered  and  abused,  till  her  patience 
was  exhausted.  As  the  noble  gave  up  his  broad 
forests  to  the  tramp  of  beasts,  that  he  might  himself 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  so  papal  avarice 
seemed  to  hold  Germany  in  reserve  as  the  bunting- 
ground  of  ecclesiastical  extortion. 

The  Germans  had  been  a  patient  people.  They 
bad  borne  the  yoke  of  Rome  long  and  well.     They 
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had  complained  and  submitted,  till  it  seemed  their 
habit.  The  grossest  impositions,  the  most  absurd 
dogmas,  and  the  coolest  impudence  of  ecclesiastical 
assumption,  had  failed  to  produce  revolt.  Rome 
felt  that  she  might  venture  further.  There  was  yet 
"  in  the  lowest  deep  "  of  her  avarice,  "  a  lower  deep  " 
of  unscrupulous  and  unblushing  audacity.  Alex- 
ander VI.,  whose  unnatural  vices  and  monstrous 
crimes  had  so  eclipsed  those  of  John  XXIII.  that 
the  latter  appeared  almost  as  a  saint  by  his  side, 
had  done  all  it  was  possible  to  do  to  make  the  Papal 
See  odious  .to  Christendom.  His  successor,  Leo  X., 
while  patronizing  ancient  and  modern  art,  surrounded 
himself  with  the  splendors  of  the  old  Roman  my- 
thology, with  heathen  deities,  and  all  the  forms  of 
polished  licentiousness.  The  immense  expense  occa- 
sioned by  the  erection  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  drained 
Germany  and  even  Europe  of  its  wealth,  and  an 
avaricious  ingenuity  was  set  at  work  to  invent  new 
methods  of  extortion,  or  wring  new  tribute  from 
exhausted  provinces.  Novel  taxes  were  imposed. 
Forms  of  penance  were  multiplied.  The  periodical 
recurrence  of  the  jubilee  at  Rome  was  reduced  suc- 
cessively from  one  hundred,  t-o  fifty,  thirty-three,  and 
finally  twenty-five  years.  Millions  of  money  were 
ppured  into  the  papal  treasury ;  but  the  cry  was  still 
heard,  "  Give,  give." 

The  system  of  indulgences  was  subjected  to  a 
new  process  of  development.  It  was  elaborately 
drawn  out,  and  shaped  by  chancery  I'ules.  Absolu- 
tion was  made  a  matter  of  traffic.  Bills  of  exchange 
on  the  court  of  heaven  might  be  had  on  demand. 
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for  the  premium  in  money.  Scarce  a  sin  could  be 
imagined — scarce  a  crime  ever  known  in  tlie  realm 
of  the  actual  or  ideal — but  had  its  price.  In  politi- 
cal intrigue  and  treachery,  papal  artifice  won  the 
palm  over  every  competitor.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  papal  and  secular  courts  seumed  to  be 
merely  that  the  latter  could  uot  dissolve  the  obligar 
tion  of  their  own  oaths. 

The  depravity  of  the  church  was  such  that  good 
men  shuddered  to  think  of  it.  Everywhere  it  was 
to  be  met.  The  heart  was  diseased,  and  the  whole 
body  suffered.  When  the  pope  was  a  devil  incar- 
nate, it  is  not  strange  that  prelates  and  priests  copied 
from  the  model.  Hypocrites  and  idlers  abounded. 
Nobles  were  elevated  to  bishopricka,  and  used  the 
vast  revenues  of  the  church  to  revel  in  wanton  luxury. 
The  priests  were  proverbially  ignorant,  brutal,  and 
drunken.  But  one  in  ten — by  a  concession  of  the 
popes  ^ — was  required  to  study.  The  obligations  of 
celibacy  were  unscrupulously  eluded.  The  wealthy 
priests  had  poor  vicara  in  their  pay,  who  for  the 
merest  pittance  discharged  the  drudgery  of  visita- 
tion, preaching,  and  clerical  duty.  The  disorders  of 
the  monasteries  and  convents  equalled  those  which 
had  provoked  in  Bohemia  the  vengeance  of  Zisca, 
The  wealthy  abbots  vied  with  the  powerful  secular 
lords. 

As  to  the  monks,  John  of  Goch  said  at  Mechlin, 
that "  they  did  what  the  devil  was  ashamed  to  think," 
The  abuses  of  the  church  in  respect  to  relics  were  in 
some  instances  so  ridiculous  as  to  disarm  indignation. 

'  Menzel's  Germany,  ii,  230. 
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Many  a  saint  had  several  genuine  bodies  and  innu- 
merable limbs.  A  collection  of  the  curic^ities  of 
ecclesiastical  resources  for  revenue  would  have  formed 
a  rare  museum  for  inspection.  It  would  have  had 
the  chemise  of  the  virgin,  six  feet  long — the  drum 
on  which  the  march  of  the  Jews  was  beaten  as  they 
crossed  the  Red  Sea  diy-shod— a  piece  of  the  head  of 
Tobias'  fish — at  least  five  hoofe  of  the  ass  on  which 
Christ  rode  into  Jerusalem — and  numerous  other 
treasures,  well  known  alike  in  G-ermany  and  in  Eng- 
land, and  long  before  made  familiar  by  Erasmus'  wit 
and  by  Chaucer's  rhymes. 

To  all  these  things  are  to  be  added  the  burlesque 
sermons,  the  Ass'  and  Fools'  festivals,  ^  the  buffoon- 
eries in  the  churches,  and  the  saciilegious  traffic  in 
indulgences,  which  finally  exhausted  even  German 
patience,  and  placed  the  northern  portion  of  the 
empire  in  an  attitude  of  revolt  against  Rome. 

In  a  way  not  unlike  that  by  which  Huss  was  led 
to  take  the  position  he  did,  Luther  was  trained  for 
his  work.  The  cause  to  which  he  devoted  himself 
was  the  same — ^the  vindication  of  a  pure  Christianity 
from  corrupting  innovations  of  past  centuries.  His 
fiindamental  position  moreover,  was  like  that  of  Huss 
— the  supreme  authority  of  the  word  of  God.  As 
the  tones  of  his  clarion  voice  rang  out  over  Germany, 
hosts  of  friends  rallied  to  his  side.  In  the  printing- 
press  he  found  an  ally  which  Huss  never  had.  His 
sermons  and  invectives  were  printed  and  circulated 
— hawked  abi'oad  by  colporteui-s  through  the  cities 
and  villages  of  the  land.    The  pulpit  of  Wittemberg 

'  Michelef  s  France. 
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had  a  thouaand  sounding-boards— -awoke  a  thousand 
echoes.  Rome  was  boldly  impeached,  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  public  opinion  of  Christendom,  of  high 
Climes  and  misdemeanoi-s.  Consternation  was  ex- 
cited among  the  advocates  of  the  old  abuses.  There 
was  alarm  at  the  court  of  Rome.  The  eyes  of  Eu- 
rope were  directed  toward  the  fearless  monk  who 
had  dared  to  burn  the  papal  bulls,  and  fling  forth 
his  challenge  against  the  world. 

We  cannot  be  surprised,  therefore,  that,  among  a 
people  holding  such  views  as  those  of  the  Brethren,  the 
appearance  of  Luthei",  as  the  German  refoi'mer,  was 
heartily  welcomed.  Nowhere  did  his  labors  excite 
more  hope  and  attention  than  in  Bohemia,  Many 
of  the  Utraquists  or  Calixtines,  as  well  as  of  the 
Brethren,  preferred  the  ordination  of  the  reformers 
of  Wittemberg  to  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  chnrch. 
Two  years  after  the  publication  of  Luther's  celebrat- 
ed theses,  (1519,)  his  principles  had  found  their  way 
to  Prague.  Matthias  the  hermit,  arriving  there  as  a 
pilgrim,  publicly  preached  the  doctrines  of  the  Refor- 
mation, in  connection  however  with  peculiar  opinions 
of  his  own.  Many  were  won  over  to  his  views,  but 
were  subjected  in  consequence  to  repeated  imprison- 
ments. 

The  celebrated  Thomas  Munzer  followed  Matthias 
(1521).  The  sympathies  of  the  Brethren  were  al- 
ready strongly  enlisted  on  the  side  of  Luther.  In 
1523  they  sent  two  of  their  number  to  congratulate 
him,  and  render  an  account  of  their  doctrine  and 
discipline.  So  satisfactory  did  these  appear,  and  so 
gratified  was  he  upon  a  perusal  of  their  writings, 
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that  he  publicly  declared  that  the  prejudice  which 
he  had  hitherto  entertained  against  them  was  on- 
founded.  Some  questions  of  church  order  for  a  time 
interrupted  the  friendliuesa  of  their  intercourse ;  bufc 
in  1532  Luther  printed  their  confession  at  his  own 
press,  and  testified  to  the  futility  of  his  own  suspi- 
cions in  regard  to  the  Brethren,  declaiing  that,  not- 
withstanding diversities  of  discipline '  and  ceremony, 
they  must  be  acknowledged,  with  all  true  believers, 
to  belong  to  the  one  fold  of  Chi-ist.  "  Although  I 
cannot  accept,"  he  says,  "the  Brethren's  forms  of  ex- 
pression, I  will  neither  urge  nor  force  them  to  adopt 
mine,  so  long  as  in  fact  there  subsists  a  real  unity 
"^      lo  1535  he  wrote  to  Melanchthon 


'  Luther,  on  reo^ving  in  1532  the  have  found  what  I  deem  e  great  won- 

confeEaion  of  faith  which  the  Brelirea  der,  and  what  is  not  to  be  met  with 

had  presented  to  George  of  Brandeo-  in   the  whole    extent   of  popedom; 

bnrg,  caused  it  to  be  printed  at  Wit-  namely,  that,  setting  aside  all  human 

temburg  with  the  following  preface :  traditiona,  they  exercise   themselTes 

"  While  I  was  a  papist,  my  zeal  for  day  and  night  in  the  law  of  the  Lord ; 
religion  made  me  cordially  hate  the  and  though  they  are  not  eo  great  pro- 
Brethren,  and  consequently  likewrae  ficients  in  Hebrew  and  Greek  as  soma 
the  writings  of  Hnss,  I  had  indeed  others,  yet  they  ace  well  skilled  in 
early  discovered  that  he  taught  the  the  Holy  Scriptures,  have  made  espe- 
doctrinca  of  holy  writ,  purely  and  rience  of  its  doctrines,  and  teach  them 
forcibly,  so  much  so,  that  I  was  aatoo-  with  clearness  and  accuracy.  I  thero- 
ished  that  the  pope  and  the  council  fore  hope  all  true  Christians  will  love 
of  Constance  should  have  condemned  and  esteem  them.  Tea,  we  are  hound 
80  worthy  a  man  to  the  flames.  StdU,  to  give  hearty  thanks  to  the  God  and 
such  was  my  blind  zeal  for  the  pope  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
and  the  council,  that  without  hesita-  accordijjg  to  the  riches  of  Ms  grace 
tion  I  abandoned  the  reading  of  his  he  hath  commanded  the  light  of  hia 
books,  wholly  distrustmg  my  own  word  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  and 
judgment.  But  since  God  hath  dis-  raised  us  from  death  to  life.  We  sin- 
covered  tome  "the  Son  of  Perdition,"  cecelyrejoice,  both  for  their  aakea  and 
I  think  otherwise,  and  aro  constrained  ours,  that  the  easpicion  wWch  hereto- 
to  honor  those  as  saints  and  martyrs  fore  alienated  us  has  been  removed, 
whom  the  pope  condemned  and  mur-  and  that  we  are  now  gathered  into 
dered  as  heretics,  for  they  died  for  the  one  told,  under  the  only  Shepherd  and 
truth  of  their  testimony.  In  this  nura-  Bishop  of  omr  souls,  to  whom  be  glory 
her  I  reckon  the  Brethren,  common-  to  all  eternity.  Amen," 
ly  called  Picards ;  for  among  them  I 
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00  the  subject:  "While  we  are  agreed  in  the  main 
articles  of  Chiistian  doctrine,  let  us  accept  one  an- 
other in  love,  nor  let  the  dissimilarity  of  usages  and 
ceremonies  separate  our  hearts."  Another  deputa- 
tion, in  the  following  year,  (1536,)  again  urged  a 
stricter  church  order ;  but  Lnther  excused  himself 
from  compliance,  on  the  ground  that  things  wei'e  not 
ripe  for  it,  nor  had  he  leisure  to  attend  to  it  amid 
the  many  tasks  impeded  upon  him  by  his  opponents 
in  controversy. 

In  1540  still  another  deputation  was  sent  to  Wit- 
temberg,  with  the  same  request.  It  was  headed  by 
John  Augusta,  senior  or  bishop  of  the  Brethren, 
who  in  1524  had  studied  at  Wittemberg,  and  whom 
Luther  highly  esteemed.  After  his  return  to  Bohe- 
mia— under  a  compulsory  decree  of  the  emperor,  who 
wished  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  the  Kefor- 
matioa  in  his  dominions,  and  to  this  end  commanded 
all  his  subjects  under  pain  of  severe  penalties  to 
leave  Wittemberg — he  still  kept  up  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  German  reformer.  Luther  received 
his  former  pupil  with  the  utmost  kindness,  and 
promised  that  so  soon  as  sufficient  quiet  was  restored 
he  would  act  upon  the  subject.  As  Augusta  took 
leave,  he  extended  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  the 
other  professors,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  ex- 
claiming, "  Be  ye  the    apostles  of  the  Bohemians ; 

1  and  mine  will  be  the  apostles  of  the  Germans." 
"  I  admonish  you  in  the  Lord,"  so  he  wrote  Augusta 
afterward,  "  that  ye  peraevere  with  us  to  the  end  in 
the  communion  of  the  spirit  and  of  doctrine." 

At  Prague,  meanwhile,  the  different  parties  became 
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more  divergent  and  alienated  from  one  another.  In 
1523,  under  the  impulse  and  encouragement  of  the 
Lutheran  refoi'mation,  the  influence  of  which  had 
powerfully  extended  to  Bohemia,  it  was  proposed  in 
a  meeting  of  the  states  to  adopt  articles  looking  to 
the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  reform.  These  articles 
were  of  a  moderately  protestant  character ;  but  they 
wei'e  strenuously  opposed  by  Gallus  Zahera,  curate  of 
Tein  church  in  Old  Prague.  Zahera  had  resided  at 
Wittemberg,  and  had  been  reputed  a  friend  of  Lu- 
ther. But  his  time-serving  policy  led  him  to  abandon 
his  former  principles,  and  he  became  an  intolerant 
Calistine, 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  the  pope,  apprehensive 
of  the  spread  of  the  reformation  in  Bohemia,  sent 
his  legate  to  Prague.  The  latter,  upon  his  ai'rival, 
wrote  to  several  persons  of  influence,  among  others 
to  Zahera,  insinuating  with  much  flattery  the  idea 
of  a  union  of  the  churches.  The  party  of  John  Pas- 
sack  of  Wrat,  elected  chief  magistrate  of  the  city, 
was  now  in  th«  ascendant,  and  to  this  Zahera  joined 
himself.* 

This  new  party,  in  the  name  of  the  consistory,  ex- 
tended a  favorable  reply  to  the  legate.  Articles 
were  drawn  up  which  looked  toward  a  union  of  the 
Calixtines  with  the  papal  party,  and  the  influence 
of  the  king  and  pope,  of  Passek  and  Zahera,  was 
employed  to  enforce  them.  They  were  imposed  upon 
the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy,  and  whoever  refused 
to  subscribe  them  was  banished  from  the  city.  Six 
preachers,  including  Martin  of  the  Bethlehem  church, 

'  Pesclieck,  i.  09. 
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were  diiven  from  tteir  posts.  Sixty-five  of  the 
principal  citizens  shared  the  same  fate.  The  Evan- 
gelicals were  charged  with  conspiring  to  destroy 
their  enemies.  Three  citizens  were  put  to  the  rack 
to  extoi't  a  confession.  Others  were  scourged,  others 
branded,  and  still  others  cast  into  prison.  The  prog- 
ress of  the  cause  of  reform  was  checked  by  these 
measures  of  cruelty  and  violence. 

For  several  years  this  harsh  policy  prevailed. 
Scenes  of  horrid  barbarity  were  not  infrequent. 
The  hermit,  Matthias,  the  earliest  preacher  of  Luthe- 
ran doctrines  in  Bohemia,  whose  unassuming  man- 
ners and  irreproachable  life  had  secured  him  univer- 
sal respect,  was  no  longer  suffered  to  speak,  as  he 
had  been  wont,  in  the  streets  and  in  the  mai'tet- 
places.  He  had  admonished  Zahera  for  his  apostasy 
and  evil-doings,  and  had  thus  invited  the  vengeance 
of  the  persecutor.  Invited  to  a  conference,  he  was 
seized  and  cast  into  prison,  and  subsequently  banished. 
The  fate  of  Nicolas  Wrzetenarz  was  still  more  cruel. 
He,  with  his  aged  housekeeper,  who  shared  his  faith, 
was  condemned  to  the  flames.  Both  met  with  a  cheer- 
ful and  heroic  spirit  their  terrible  fate.  From  time 
to  time  the  funeral  pile  was  lighted,  but  brighter  than 
its  flames  glowed  the  faith  of  its  victims. 

Meanwhile  the  influence  of  the  reformation  had 
extended  into  the  Austrian  dominions.  The  doctrines 
of  Luther  were  preached  at  Vienna  by  Paul  von 
Spi'etten  (Speratus),  and  were  widely  disseminated 
in  the  whole  country  around,^  In  spite  of  violence, 
the  new  opinions  made  progress.     Speratus  was  ban- 
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isbed,  and  his  auccessor,  Tauler,  was  condemned  to  the 
stake.  Hubmaier  of  Waldshut  was  also  burnt.  But 
fresh  preachers,  patronized  by  the  nobility,  arose  to 
disseminate  their  views,  and  the  emperor,  engaged 
in  a  contest  with  the  Turk,  was  constrained  to  leave 
them  for  the  most  part  unmolested.  In  1528  he 
found  that  almost  the  entire  Austrian  nobility  had 
embraced  Lutheranism.  In  1532  the  estates  de- 
manded religious  liberty;  and  in  1541  they  repeated 
their  demand  with  new  emphasis.  For  ten  yeara, 
previous  to  1538,  not  a  single  student  iu  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna  had  turned  monk. 

Daring  this  period  Bohemia  had  fallen,  by  the 
death  of  Louis,  to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  who,  to 
distance  his  rivals  and  win  the  Calixtines,  initiated  a 
mifder  policy.  There  was  good  reason  for  it.  Per- 
secution might  well  by  this  time  have  grown  weary 
in  its  task.  The  people  became  disgusted  with  such 
scenes  of  intolerance.  Several  who  had  been  fore- 
most Id  the  cruel  work,  were  overtaken  by  suddea 
and  startling  calamity,  which  was  regarded  in  the 
light  of  divine  vengeance  for  theii*  crimes.  One 
hung  himself  in  bis  own  house,  and  was  secretly 
buried.  Zahera  was  banished,  and  ended  his  life 
miserably  in  Franconia.  The  king,  Ferdinand,  on 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  changed  the  city  council, 
and  the  year  1530  was  a  season  of  jubilee  to  the 
exiles,  who  were  allowed  to  return. 

Better  prospects  now  opened  before  the  Brethren. 
As  the  reformation  spread,  they  found  new  sympar 
thizers,  and  a  deeper  interest  was  taken  in  their  con- 
dition and  doctrines.  '  Their  fame  went  abroad.     At 
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Strasbourg,  Capito  and  Bucer  heard  of  them.  They 
wrote  to  inquire  more  carefully  in  regard  to  their 
views  and  usages.  They  even  sent  one  of  their 
number,  Matthias  Erythreus,  to  obtain  fiiller  informa- 
tion. So  satisfactory  was  the  report,  and  so  grateful 
to  the  feelings  of  Bucer,  that  at  the  assembly  of  the 
Strasbourg  theologians  he  could  not  restrain  himself 
from  tears.  "I  believe,"  so  he  wrote  to  the  Brethren, 
"  that  at  this  present  time  ye  are  the  only  ones 
among  whom  not  only  a  pure  doctrioe,  but  a  becom- 
ing, gentle,  and  useful  church  order  prevails." 

Calvin  was  pr^ent  at  the  time  at  Strasbourg.  He 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  accounts  which  he  re- 
ceived of  the  Brethren,  and,  in  the  church  constitu- 
tion which  he  afterward  framed  at  Geneva,  adopted 
several  of  their  peculiar  principles.  Thus  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Brethren  reached  both  the  leading 
reformers  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Without  be- 
coming involved  in  any  of  their  peculiar  controver- 
sies, they  had  the  sympathy,  friendship,  and  respect 
of  both,  extending  to  each  the  hand  of  Christian 
fellowship. 

From  this  period,  their  cause  is  identified  with 
that  of  the  Eeformatiou  generally.  In  the  hopes 
and  feara  of  the  German  protestants,  they  likewise 
shared.  The  merciless  resolve  of  Charles  V.  to 
crush  out  the  reformers  from  every  part  of  his 
donWnions,  excited  in  their  behalf  the  ardent  sym- 
pathy, not  only  of  the  Brethren,  but  to  a  great 
extent  of  the  Bohemian  Calixtines. 

At  the  time  of  the  celebrated  leagae  of  Smalcald, 
the  authoiity  of  Ferdinand  over  his  subjects  was 
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insufficient  to  enable  him  to  procure  levies  from 
Bohemia  to  aid  the  imperial  arms.  The  object  of 
the  war  was  to  crush  what  the  Brethren  regarded 
as  their  own  cause.  Here  they  were  sustained  by  a 
large  portion  even  of  the  Calistines,  So  strong 
were  the  feelings  of  repugnance  and  disgust  at  the 
demand  of  Ferdinand  for  auxiliary  troops,  that  the 
states  and  free  towns,  one  and  all,  excused  them- 
selves from  compliance.  On  the  ground  of  their 
common  faith,  as  well  as  that  of  their  ancient  coa- 
federacy  with  the  house  of  Saxony,  they  declined 
acceding  to  the  demand. 

This  pi'ovocation  was  not  forgotten  by  Ferdinand. 
When  the  triumph  of  the  emperor's  arms  had  laid 
Germany  at  his  feet,  the  crime  of  the  Bohemains 
was  recalled,  and  they  were  charged  with  rebellion. 
Ferdinand  entered  Bohemia  with  his  victorious  array, 
and  seized  the  city  of  Prague  (1547.)  The  "  bloody 
diet "  was  convened.  Many  of  the  nobles,  barons, 
and  citizens  were  thrown  into  prison.  Some  were 
scourged,  others  beheaded.  Some  were  almost  beg- 
gared by  the  heavy  fines  imposed ;  others  were 
utterly  despoiled  of  their  estates.  Prague  was  de- 
prived of  its  arsenal  and  all  its  privileges.  Many 
of  the  inhabitants  were  banished,  and  more  went 
into  voluntary  exile. 

But  while  the  rage  of  the  king  was  directed 
against  the  Calixtines  generally,  the  Brethren  were 
especially  pointed  at  as  the  authors  of  rebellion. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  draw  down  upon  them  the 
hatred  of  the  king.  The  calumnies  against  them 
were  poured  into  willing  ears,  and  the  churches  of 
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the  Brethren  were  firat  ordered  to  be  closed.  All 
who  professed  their  doctrines  were  then  commanded 
to  leave  the  country,  unless  they  would  connect  them- 
selves with  the  Roman  Catholics  or  the  Utraquists. 
Sis  weeks  only  were  allowed  them  to  make  their 
choice.  The  test  was  a  severe  one,  but  the  Brethren 
met  it  in  the  spirit  of  martyrdom.  Dear  as  their 
native  land  was  to  them,  those  who  were  able  to 
remove  prefeiTed  exile  to  a  violation  of  their  con- 
scientious convictions. 

Some,  however,  were  not  allowed  to  escape  unmo- 
lested. The  senior  of  the  Brethren,  John  Augusta, 
was  thrice  tortured  to  extort  from  him  a" confession 
of  his  guilt,  and  when  these  measures  failed,  was 
cast  into  prison,  where  he  remained  for  sixteen  years. 
Many  other  teachers  were  arrested,  and  subjected  to 
similar  treatment.     There  was  no  safety  but  in  flight. 

The  exiles  emigrated  for  the  mc^t  part  in  three 
divisions.  The  first,  gathered  from  parts  about  Lei- 
tomischel,  Bidschow,  and  Chlumer,  amounting  to 
five  hundred  souls,  passed  with  above  sixty  wagons 
through  the  country  of  Glatz  and  upper  Silesia. 
The  second  band,  consisting  of  three  hundred,  pro- 
ceeded by  the  way  of  lower  Silesia.  The  third,  like 
the  second,  from  Brandeis  and  Turnau,  took  the 
same  route.  Some  of  their  deliverances  upon  their 
journey  were  remarkable.  Several  bands  of  rob- 
bers attempted  to  plunder  thera  of  their  scant  treas- 
ures. Their  course  led  them  through  Poland,  at 
that  time  entirely  papal;  yet  a  kind  Providence 
carried  them  safe  to  their  common  destination  at 
Posen,  not  without  a  large  experience  of  sympathy 
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and  kindness  from  those  who  were  of  the  same  faith 
with  their  royal  persecutor. 

At  Posen  they  were  coui-teously  and  hospitably 
entertained,  but  even  here  they  were  not  allowed 
to  rest.  An  order  was  received  from  the  king  ^  for 
their  expulsion.  They  were  thus  forced  to  proceed, 
and  directed  their  steps  to  the  confines  of  Prussia 
To  Duke  Albert  of  Brandenburg  they  sent  a  depu- 
tation, asking  leave  to  settle  in  his  dominions.  At 
Konigsberg  they  were  examined  by  the  Lutheran 
theologians,  and  by  them  were  acknowledged  as 
brethren.  Seven  towns,  among  them  Soldau  and 
Guidzin,  were  assigned  them  for  their  residence. 
The  bishop,  Paul  Sprettin  (Speratus),  a  former 
pupil  of  Luther,  who  wag  well  acquainted  with  their 
ritual  and  doctrine,  showed  them  many  tokens  of 
Christian  kindness. 

One  by  one,  as  they  were  able  to  make  good  their 
escape,  their  teachers  followed  them.  George  Israel, 
pastor  of  the  church  of  Turnau,  who  afterward  be- 
came the  apostle  of  the  Poles,  refused  to  allow  his 
friends  to  pay  the  penalty  of  his  non-appearance  be- 
fore the  magistrate.  Thanking  them  foi'  their  kind- 
ness, he  appeared  at  the  castle  of  Prague  and  sur- 
rendered himself  "It  is  enough,"  said  he,  "to  have 
been  once  redeemed  fully  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
and  there  is  no  need  of  being  bought  again  by  the 
gold  of  man."  He  was  thrown  into  prison,  but  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks  made  good  his  escape  and 
followed  his  fellow-exiles  to  Prussia.'' 

'^omeanthorities  speakof  theBish-        '  lie  ventured  to  walk  out  of  the 
op  of  Posen  as  the  instigator  to  harsh    place  of  his  confinement  in  the  castle 
of  Prague  in  broad  day,  through  the 
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Such  of  the  Brethren  as  remained  in  Bohemia  were 
subjected  to  the  most  cruel  hardships.  The  Baron 
of  Schanow  was  put  to  the  rack  to  extort  a  confes- 
sion of  his  having  opposed  the  king.  In  the  midst 
of  his  tortures,  with  heroic  indignation,  he  bit  off  his 
tongue.  "When  asked  the  reason  of  his  conduct,  he 
wrote,  "If  I  tell  the  truth  according  to  my  conscience, 
you  will  not  believe  me  ;  and  that  I  might  not  be  in- 
duced by  pain  to  declare  what  is  false  against  my- 
self and  others,  I  have  disabled  myself  from  speak- 
ing at  all." 

The  baron  died  of  the  tortures  that  had  been  in- 
flicted. He  was  a  distinguished  victim,  and  counted 
worthy  of  a  distinguished  fate.  The  humbler  classes 
of  the  Brethren  were  subjected  to  vexations  scarcely 
less  cruel.  It  was  decreed  at  Prague,  that  no  one  of 
suspected  faith  should  be  admitted  to  the  workshops 
of  the  mechanics,  or  should  be  allowed  the  rights  of 
citizenship.  The  act  was  confirmed  by  the  king, 
and  almost  every  kind  of  outrage  against  the  hated 
"  Picards  "  was  perpetrated  with  impunity.  If  any 
one  was  unwilling  to  pay  his  creditor,  he  only  needed 
to  accuse  him  of  "  Pieardism,"  and  all  was  settled  by 
the  banishment  of  the  creditor.  One  man,  for  having 
in  his  possession  a  book  of  one  of  the  reformers  on 
the  sacraments,  was  scourged  in  the  market-place, 
and  then  banished.  Another  was  branded  on  the 
forehead.  Another  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon  and 
there  murdered. 

midst  of  the  guards,  in  the  habit  of  a  PrnaBia.    In  the  space  of  rix  years, 

clerk,  with  a  pen  behind  Ms  ear,  twenty  congregatione  of  the  Brethren 

carrying  an  ink-hom  and  aome  paper,  ware  established  by  him  in  the  conn- 

and  made  good  his  escape   to   Mb  try. — Bofi.   79.      Lochnefs    Lift  of 

brethren  who  had   preceded  him  to  George  Israel,  60,  60. 
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A  chapter  of  thrilling  interest  would  be  afforded 
by  the  history  of  the  martyrdoms  of  this  period. 
Never  was  the  heroism  of  Christian  faith  more  nobly 
illustrated.  The  victims  met  their  fate  with  a  con- 
staucy  and  a  cheei-fulneas  that  showed  the  strength 
of  their  convictions  and  the  fervor  of  their  devotion, 
"Thither,  where  our  God  is,  must  I  look,"  said  one, 
lifting  her  eyes  to  heaven,  as  the  image  of  the  cro?s 
was  presented  to  her  at  the  stake.  They  counted  it 
"  a  grace  given  them  to  suffer  for  the  law  of  God." 
"  On  my  wedding  day,"  said  one,  "  I  did  not  feel  so 
happy  as  I  do  now."  ' 

The  clmrchea  of  the  Brethren  were  now  closed, 
and  their  ministers  were  persecuted  wherever  they 
could  be  met.  Some  found  temporary  rest  and  se- 
curity in  Moravia ;  others  hid  themselves  in  the  day- 
time, but  crept  forth  from  their  holes  and  hiding- 
places  by  night  to  comfort  and  instruct  their  suffer- 
ing brethren. 

The  Calixtines,  moreover,  were  not  left  nnmolested. 
In  1538  the  communion  of  the  cnp  was  prohibited 
by  Ferdinand,  in  an  order  issued  by  him  at  Vienna. 
He  did  indeed  at  one  time  solicit  the  pope  for  a 
grant  of  the  cup,  bnt  his  object  was  merely  to  pro- 
cure peace  and  prevent  any  further  defection  from 
the  papacy. 

In  the  years  1554-5,  emissaries  of  the  newly- 
founded  order  of  the  Jesuits  had  found  their  way  to 
Prague.  They  had  been  sent  for  the  purpose  of 
"  manufacturing  genuine  Catholic  priests."  It  was  a 
timely  movement  on  the  part  of  Eome.    "  There  were 

Peaoheot,  i.  67, 
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SO  few  orthodox  priests  in  Bohemia,"  se 
"  that  had  it  not  been  foi'  the  Jesuits,  the  Catholic 
religion  would  have  been  suppressed."  At  first  they 
spoke  in  the  mildest  tone.  They  assumed  the  most 
bland  and  winning  manners.  All  that  cunning,  zeal, 
perseverance,  and  genius  could  accomplish,  they  ef- 
fected. They  laid  hold  of  the  court.  They  conde- 
scended to  the  masses.  At  the  confessional,  in  the 
pulpit,  in  the  lecturer's  chair,  their  power  was  felt. 
Among  them  "  wei'e  saints,  equalling  in  faith  the 
martyrs  of  old ;  poets,  overflowing  with  philanthropy ; 
bold  and  unflinching  despots ;  smooth-tongued  di- 
vines, versed  in  the  art  of  lying."  While  the  popes 
negotiated,  they  acted.  They  discerned  the  prob- 
lem to  be  solved,  and  set  themselves  to  the  task 
with  fearless  energy  and  unscrupulous  policy.  Noth- 
ing seemed  to  them  too  desperate  that  might  enlarge 
the  authority  of  the  Papal  See. 

With  the  arts  of  the  Jesuits,  the  feeblene^  of  the 
king,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  contributed  to  pro- 
duce a  relaxation  of  the  severity  employed  .ngainst 
the  Pi'otestants.  The  council  of  Trent  disappointed 
the  hopes  and  refused  the  demands  of  Ferdinand, 
and  his  previous  zeal  for  orthodoxy  was  sensibly 
diminished.  The  closing  yeare  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury were  years  of  comparative  security  and  repose 
to  the  Brethren.  Some  of  them  screened  themselves 
under  the  name  of  the  Utraquists,  to  whom  an 
almost  complete  toleration  was  allowed. 

In  1562  Maximihan  II.  succeeded  to  the  throne, 
and  soon  after  was  elected  emperor.  His  policy  was 
more  lenient.     The  Brethren  were  allowed,  for  the 
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most  part,  fi'eedom  from  molestation.  A  dangerous 
attempt  against  their  privileges  met  with  a  signal 
failure.  In  1563  the  ArchchaQcellor  of  Bohemia  re- 
paired to  Vienna,  and  by  continued  importunity  pre- 
vailed on  the  emperor  to  sign  a  pei'secuting  decree 
against  them.  But  on  his  return,  exultant  in  his  suc- 
cess, he  was  arrested  in  the  execution  of  his  designs. 
He  had  scarcely  left  the  gates  of  Vienna  and  reached 
the  bridge  over  the  Danube,  when  the  part  upon 
which  he  stood  sunk  under  him,  and  he  himself,  with 
his  suit  and  baggage,  was  plunged  into  the  stream. 
Some  fishermen  hasted  to  the  rescue  of  the  chan- 
cellor, who  had  been  seized  by  his  gold  chain,  and 
supported  in  the  water  by  one  of  his  young  attend- 
ants ;  but  he  was  too  far  gone  to  be  restored.  The 
casket  which  held  the  persecuting  edict  was  swept 
down  with  the  current,  and  never  recovered. 

In  the  following  year  brighter  prospects  opened 
before  them.  They  obtained  the  liberty  of  opening 
their  places  of  worship,  and  engaging  in  public  re- 
ligious services.  These  privileges  were  granted  by 
the  emperor  himself.  When  measures  for  enforcing 
conformity  were  about  to  be  put  in  execution,  the 
Brethren  applied  to  him  asking  his  protection.  Their 
application .  was  favorably  received,  especially  when 
the  empero:'  had  perused  their  confession  of  faith, 
and  they  were  left  for  a  penod  unmolested.  The 
principle  of  religious  toleration  was  becoming  pop- 
ular at  court.  Maximilian  had  been  educated  by  one 
who  was  himself  a  pupil  of  Melanchthon.  His  phy- 
sician was  John  Crato,  one  of  the  Brethren  whom 
Maximilian  made  his  confidant.     Once  as  they  were 
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riding  together,  the  emperor  lamented  the  religious 
dissensions  of  the  empire,  and  asked  Crato  which,  of 
all  the  various  sects,  approached  the  nearest  to  apos- 
tolic simplicity.  "The  Brethren,  known  as  Picarda," 
replied  Crato,  "  may  bear  away  the  palm."  "  I  think 
so  too,"  was  the  significant  testimony  of  the  emperor. 
His  mind  was  evidently  strongly  inclined  to  the  re- 
formed opinions,  although  he  wished  to  preserve  the 
Roman  hierarchy.  His  disposition  accorded  well 
with  that  of  his  contemporary,  Henry  IV,  of  France. 
His  education  and  his  tastes  confirmed  him  in  his 
convictions  of  the  impolicy  of  attempting  to  restrict 
human  belief  To  force  conscience  he  conceived  to  be 
to  assail  heaven,  as  he  once  told  the  Bishop  of 
Olmiitz.  On  one  occasion  he  wrote  to  Paul  Eber,  at 
Wittemberg,  "  that  he  wished  the  pure  gospel  every- 
where preached,  though  the  Roman  hierarchyshould 
be  retained."  Catholic  writei's  censure  him  for  a 
neglect  of  duty  in  restraining  the  spread  of  heresy. 
It  was  even  rumored  abroad  that  he  was  a  follower 
of  the  Lutheran  doctrine. 

This  charge  was  not  altogether  without  reason.  In 
1565,  Maximilian  urged  Pius  IV.  to  abrogate  the 
rule  requiring  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy.  He  granted 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  to  the  Austrian 
nobility,  and  to  the  cities  of  Lintz,  Steyer,  Enns, 
Wels,  Freistadt,  Gmunden,  and  Vcecklabruek.  He 
tolerated  the  introduction  of  the  Protestant  woi-ship 
into  Austria  (1568)  by  Chytreeus  von  Rostock.  He 
allowed  the  Bible  to  be  translated  for  the  use  of  the 
Sclavonians  in  Caraiola,  Corinthia,  and  Styria ;  and 
protected,  even  in  Vienna,  the  Protestants  as  well  as 
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the  Jesuits.  He  even  boxed  tlie  ear  of  his  son — 
afterward  Kudolph  II.— for  having  attacked  a  Prot- 
estant church  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jesuits. 

In  1566  the  Bohemian  Brethren  dedicated  their 
hymn-book  to  him.  In  the  preface  they  ventured 
to  say,  "that  the  right  form  of  the  primitive  church 
had  been  altered,  the  true  worship  abandoned,  the 
light  of  truth  made  dim,  the  word  of  God  adulter- 
ated, and  the  sacraments  rent  asunder ;  that  error, 
superetition,  and  abuse  had  been  introduced,  and  that 
the  true  doctrine  must  be  again  established."  The 
confession  of  the  Brethren,  moreover,  was  kindly  re- 
ceived. It  was  eminently  evangelical,  and  met  the 
warm  approval  of  the  theologians  of  Wittemberg 
(I-'d'TS.)  To  the  petition  of  toleration  presented  by 
the  Brethren,  Maximilian  replied,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  neither  during  his  reign,  nor  that  of  his 
son,  should  they  be  molested. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  comparative  quiet  that 
followed,  that  the  Brethren  pnreued  the  task  of  a 
new  translation  of  the  scriptures,  from  the  original 
Hebrew  and  Greek,  into  the  Bohemian  language.  It 
was  published  with  annotations,  under  the  title  of 
the  '■'■  BrethrerCs  Bihhr  An  excellent  copy  of  this 
now  rare  work  is  still  preserved  in  the  museum  of 
Prague. 

During  this  favorable  period,  the  Bohemian  Breth- 
ren found  themselves  in  a  somewhat  peculiar  position. 
They  were  not  the  only  Protestants  of  the  kingdom, 
and  each  party  of  the  Lutherans  and  Reformed 
strove  to  draw  them  over  to  their  side.  Repeated 
efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  more  formal  union. 
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In  155V  a  synod  was  held  at  Sleza  in  Moravia,  wbicli 
was  attended  by  more  than  two  hundred  ministers, 
as  well  as  a  large  number  of  Polish  noblemen.  A 
principal  object  of  the  convocation  was  to  consider 
the  proposed  union  of  the  Brethren  with  the  Reform- 
ed of  Poland  and  Switzerland.  But  there  were 
great  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  nothing  could  be 
effected.  In  1560  the  attempt  was  renewed,  at  a 
synod  held  at  Buntzlan,  in  Bohemia,  the  place  of 
their  principal  settlement.  A  correspondence  was 
opened  with  the  Reformed,  and  the  most  kindly  feel- 
ings were  mutually  expressed.  At  the  synod  of 
Xyans,  in  the  same  year,  the  matter  was  brought  to 
an  issue.  The  Brethren  dropped  the  title  of  bishop 
for  that  of  elder  ;  both  parties  retained  their  confes- 
sions ;  and  the  strict  discipline  of  the  Brethren  was 
adopted,  with  slight  modification. 

With  the  Lutherans,  the  Brethren  encountered 
greater  difficulties.  In  Poland  the  matter  was  pros"^' 
cuted  with  mtrat  success,  although  even  in  other  landg 
the  seed  of  truth,  scattered  by  the  Bohemian  exiles, 
had  taken  root  and  had  begun  to  bear  fruit.  In  this 
kingdom,  soon  after  the  period  of  the  most  extensive 
emigration,  already  referred  to,  (1551,)  forty  churches 
of  the  Brethren  had  sprung  up.  Although  strongly 
reluctant  to  yield  one  iota  of  their  church  order  and 
discipline — now  endeared  to  them  by  the  experience 
of  a  century  and  a  half — the  sympathies  of  the  Breth- 
ren were  warmly  extended  to  all  that  embraced 
evangelical  views.  The  subject  of  a  union  was  discuss- 
ed at  the  synod  of  Posen,  in  156Y.  No  compromise 
could  be  effected,  and  the  subject  was  remitted  in  the 
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following  year  to  the  judgment  of  the  Wittemberg 
theologians.  Their  advice  was  of  a  liberal  and  tol- 
erant character.  The  result  was,  that  at  a  second 
synod  at  Posen,  in  15V0,  both  parties  acknowledged 
the  harmony  between  the  Brethren's  confession  and 
tbat  of  Augsburg.  Soon  after,  at  the  synod  of 
Sendomir,  the  union  of  all  the  Protestants  in  Poland 
was  accomplished  (1578).  The  Consensus  of  Sendo- 
mir w2iB  the  basis  .of  compromise  received  and  adopt- 
ed, and  for  more  than  a  century  adhered  to  in  Poland. 

Each  church  retained  its  peculiar  rites  and  usages, 
but  obtained  the  benefits  of  a  practical  union  and 
mutual  aid.  The  scene  that  was  witnessed  on  the 
publication  of  this  agreement  was  deeply  affecting. 
Many  wept  for  joy,  while  the  members  of  the  synod, 
as  they  sang  the  Te  Bewni^  gave  each  other  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  Successive  attempts  were  made 
to  disturb  this  onion  of  the  different  churches,  but 
they  all  proved  futile.  In  1627,  at  the  synod  of 
Ostrog,  a  more  entire  union  was  effected  between 
the  Reformed  and  the  Brethren,  so  that  they  were 
no  longer  distinctly  known. 

In  Bohemia  this  period  of  calm  was  one  of  great 
external  prosperity.  Enlarged  efforts  were  made  to 
evangelize  the  land,  and  numerous  synods  were  held. 
At  one  of  these  there  were  present,  beside  ministers, 
not  less  than  seventeen  of  the  most  distinguished 
barons  of  Bohemia,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
nobles  of  inferior  rank. 

Meanwhile  the  Jtsuits,  although  lai'gely  favored 
by  the  emperor,  failed  to  stem  the  tide  of  religious 
and  ecclesiastical  reform.     The  number  of  the  Calix- 
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tines  aa  well  as  Brethren  vastly  increased.  It  con- 
ti-ibuted  not  a  little  to  this  result,  tliat  the  priests  r.^- 
the  papal  party  were  not  only  few  in  number,  bat 
at  once  ignorant  and  infamous.  Repeated  complaints 
were  made  of  their  gluttony  and  drunkenness ;  in 
some  cases,  of  their  profanity  and  licentiousness. 
It  were  better,  said  some,  to  be  altogether  without 
curates  than  to  have  such.  In  evident  contrast  stood 
the  sciiptural  simplicity  of  worship. and  doctrine,  and 
the  exemplary  life,  of  the  Brethren.  A  marked  prog- 
ress was  manifest  in  the  cause  of  evangelical  reform. 

With  brief  exceptions,  the  reign  of  Eudolph  II. 
was  characterized  by  a  tolerant  spirit,  (1576-1612.) 
In  1602,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jesuits,  the  old 
edicts  against  the  Picardswere  revived.  The  increas- 
ing number  and  prosperity  of  the  Protestants  began 
to  excite  apprehension  lest  Bohemia  should  soon  be 
lost  to  the  Papal  See.  "The  principal  Bohemian 
and  Moravian  nobility,  says  Pelzel,  joined  the  Oalvin- 
ists  or  Lutherans."  At  the  urgent  remonstrance  of 
their  enemies,  the  old  severe  measures  were  again 
I'esorted  to.  Their  meetings  were  forbidden,  their 
churches  closed,  and  the  Calvinists  and  Picards 
(Brethren)  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country.^  They 
were  declared  incapable  of  holding  public  office,  or, 
if  discharging  such  duty,  they  were  deposed.  Some 
of  their  schools  and  churches  were  either  demolished 
or  shut  up.  But  the  mind  of  the  emperor  was  not 
without  misgivings.  When  the  news  of  the  capture 
of  Stuhlweissenberg,  in  Hungary,  by  the  Turks, 
reached  him,he  is  reported  to  have  said,  "Something 

'  Banke.  Hiet.  of  the  Popes,  218. 
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of  the  kind  struck  my  mind  to-day,  when  I  began 
to  usurp  the  province  of  God, — which  is  the  province 
of  conscience."  ^  The  old  decrees  were  again  revoked. 
The  Brethren  for  several  yeara  were  left  unmolested. 
The  Bethlehem  church,  in  which  John  Huss  preach- 
ed, was  allowed  to  them  as  true  followers  of  that 
faithful  martyr,  by  the  Univereity  of  Prague.  But 
they  could  not  obtain  possession  of  it.  Three  mem- 
bers out  of  twelve,  however,  were  allowed  them  in 
the  consistory  of  the  univei'sity,  and  they  were  per- 
mitted to  build  themselves  churches,  and  have  ad- 
vocates to  maintain  their  rights.  There  were  some, 
indeed,  beside  the  papal  party,  who  would  have  ex- 
cluded, them  from  toleration  on  the  ground  of  their 
separation  from  the  Calixtines,  which  might  now  be 
called — embracing  as  it  did  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
population— the  national  church;  but  the  diet  would 
not  allow  of  their  exclusion  from  the  common  privi- 
lege. 

In  their  prosperity,  however,  they  were  subjected 
to  a  new  danger.  "With  the  freedom  of  religion," 
says  Comenius,  their  historian  and  bishop,  "  there 
sprang  up  freedom  of  the  flesh."  They  were  more 
disposed  to  a  laxity  of  principle  and  to  worldly  con- 
formity. But  this  danger  was  to  be  but  of  brief 
duration. 

'  PesoHaok,  l  136. 
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The  closing  years  of  the  sixteentli  century  were, 
to  tlie  Protestants  of  Bohemia,  years  at  once  of  se- 
curity and  of  danger.  The  lenient  policy  of  their 
rulers  had  disarmed  their  feara,  while  the  seed  sown 
by  Jesuit  policy  was  springing  up  to  its    harvest. 
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Ferdinand  had  need  of  the  aid  of  his  Pi'otestant 
subjects  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Turkish  war, 
Maximilian  IT.  leaned  from  conviction  toward  the 
doctrines  of  the  Brethren,  and  Rudolph  II.,  though 
educated  by  the  Jesuits',  was  not  a  promising  pupil. 
A  pedant  rather  than  a  king,  he  indulged  his  learned 
indolence  in  the  arts  of  the  laboratory  rather  than 
in  the  arts  of  statesmanship,  and  buried  himself  from 
the  sight  of  his  subjects  in  his  museum  of  curiosities 
and  antiques. 

But  while  the  Protestants  were  almost  unmolested, 
and  were  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers,  their  Jesuit 
antagonists  were  not  idle.  If  the  first  bad  acquired 
the  ascendency  in  Austria,  and  to  a  large  extent  in 
Bohemia,  the  latter  had  seized  upon  the  seats  of 
leai'ning,  and  pi'esided  over  the  education  of  those 
who  were  destined  to  wield  the  sceptre.  Maximilian 
had  tolerated  both.  The  rival  elements  of  future 
strife  had  been  developed  side  by  side.  The  papacy, 
moreover,  was  regaining  its  lost  vigor.  The  tiara  no 
longer  rested  on  the  brow  of  John  XXIII.,  or  on  that 
of  an  Alexander  VI.  Paul  IV.  commenced  the  restora- 
tion. Pius  IV.,  through  the  decisions  of  the  council 
of  Trent,  reorganized  if  he  did  not  regenerate  the 
hierarchy.  Pius  V.  exchanged  the  milder  policy 
that  had  prevailed,  for  the  sword  and  fagot,  sanc- 
tioning, by  precept  and  example,  the  cruelties  of 
Alva  in  the  Spanish  Netherlands.  Gregory  XIII. 
conciliated  favor  as  the  representative  of  Jesuit  learn- 
ing, and  Sixtus  V.  displayed  the  pomp  of  the  old 
and  undivided  church.  Protestant  strength  encour- 
aged Protestant  division.     Henry  IV.,  to  secure  him- 
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self  against  Spain,  had  sought  the  alliance  of  the 
Protestants  of  the  German  empire ;  but  this  hasty 
union  was  dissolved  by  his  death,  (1610,)  while  it 
had  given  occasion  for  the  formation  of  a  counter 
alliance,  the  "Catholic  League,"  (July  11,  1609.) 

The  meaning  of  this  league  was  well  understood 
at  Prague,  for  at  this  juncture  the  Protestants  had 
just  succeeded  in  extorting  from  Rudolph  important 
religious  immunities.  The  persecution  of  1603  was 
scarcely  passed,  when,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jesuits, 
and  through  pontifical  suggestion,  it  was  proposed  to 
renew  it.  The  success  of  the  Protestants,  and  the 
spread  of  their  doctrines,  had  been  such  as  to  excite 
apprehension  lest  the  "Roman  Catholic  church  should 
be  utterly  exterminated  from  the  land. 

In  1605  ,the  alarm  was  sounded  at  Prague  by  the 
archbishop,  at  the  instigation  of  the  pope.  The 
principal  nobles  of  Bohemia  had  joined  the  Luthe- 
rans, the  Calvinists,  or  the  Brethren,  and  the  clergy 
became  apprehensive  lest  their  flocks  should  dwindle 
quite  away.'  The  archbishop,  the  Jesuits,  the  Capu- 
chins, and  the  Eoman  Catholic  nobility  clamorously, 
demanded  of  Rudolph  severe  and  persecuting  meas,' 
ures.  They  would  have  only  "  Catholics  "  and  Utra- 
quists  tolerated  in  the  kingdom. 

Their  demand  was  granted.  Rudolph  forbade  the 
meetings  of  the  Protestants,  and  decreed  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Brethren  and  tjie  Reformed.  None  but 
"Catholics"  might  hold  office.  Schools  were  de- 
molished, and  churches  closed.  The  archbishop  had 
been  enjoined  by  the  pope  "  to  destroy  and  root  out 

iO — ([iiotea  from  Felzel, 
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heretical  errore,"  and  the  work  was  now  begun. 
Deeds  of  harshness  and  violence  followed.^  Protes- 
tant preachers  were  expelled,  or  silenced.  The  ob- 
servance of  the  coramemora|;ion  days  of  Huss  and 
Jerome  was  prohibited.  Special  tortures  were  de- 
vised against  offenders.  Some  were  thrown  to  the 
hounds  to  be  worried.  Others  were  deprived  of 
their  ears  or  tongues.  Others  were  tortured  ia  sub- 
terranean vaults  by  incessant  showers  of  watei'. 
Property  was  confiscated.  The  wafer  was  thrust 
down  the  throats  of  the  victims  by  force.  Printers 
were  forbidden  to  print  Protestant  books ;  and  burial 
in  the  graveyards  was  denied  to  those  of  the  evan- 
gelical faith.^ 

But  this  state  of  things  could  not  long  continue; 
Policy  was  foi'ced  to  revoke  what  justice  should  have 
forbidden.  The  Bohemians  refused  to  aid  Rudolph 
in  the  Turkish  war,  and  he  was  forced  to  conclude  a 
disadvantageous  peace.  At  this  very  juncture,  Hun- 
gary, where  the  Protestants  were  decidedly  in  the 
ascendant,  demanded  and  obtained  freedom  of  relig- 
ious worship. 

The  grant  had  been  made  by  the  Archduke  Mat- 
thias, brother  of  Rudolph,  who  witnessed  with  indig- 
nation the  inefficiency  of  the  emperor,  and  the  im- 
policy of  his  administration.  At  a  conference  with 
the  princes  of  the  empire  he  was  charged  to  inter- 
fere, and  remedy  the  evils  that  had  followed  per- 
verse counsels.  Austria  and  Moravia  were  ripe  for 
revolt,  and  were  won  to  his  banners  by  the  promise  of 
religious  freedom.     At  the  head  of  an  army  he  pro- 

'  Peseheck,  i.  184.  '  lb. 
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ceeded  to  Prague,  and,  sword  in  hand,  dictated  terms 
to  Lis  brother. 

In  this  measure  he  was  encoaraged  by  the  state  of 
things  at  Prague.  The  patience  of  the  Protestants 
w:ia  exhausted,  and  the  principal  nobles  were  pre- 
pared to  welcome  one  who  came  as  their  deliverer. 
Already  the  evangelical  states  had  ventured  to  pre- 
sent to  the  emperor  their  demands.  At  the  instance 
of  Wenzel  Budowa — a  man  of  devoted  piety,  who 
uniformly  opened  the  meetings  for  deliberation  with 
singing,  prayer,  and  a  religious  address — fifteen 
articles  were  drawn  up,  setting  forth  the  claims  of 
the  Protestants,  They  were  intended  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  Protestant  worship,  and  check  the  in- 
triguing .designs  of  the  Jesuits. 

These  articles  were  approved  and  adopted  by  two 
hnndred  lords  and  three  hundred  knights,  as  well  as 
by  deputies  from  the  royal  cities.  The  imperial  coun- 
sellor, Martinitz,  objected  to  them,  but  he  was  threat- 
ened with  being  cast  from  the  windows  if  he  per- 
sisted. Rudolph  was  forced  to  grant  and  ratify  the 
demands  of  the  Protestants,  in  regard  to  most  of  the 
articles  (1608).     Some  however  were  rejected. 

In  the  diet  of  the  following  year,  the  Protestants 
again  presented  their  demands,  and  their  warlike 
prepaj-ations  showed  that  they  were  in  earnest.  Ru- 
dolph's ad\'i8ers  favored  compliance.  Even  the  arch- 
bishop took  this  ground.  Although  with  great  re- 
luctance, Rudolph  accepted  the  advice.  "  He  indig- 
nantly cursed  his  fate,  which  so  meanly  and  disgrace- 
fully exposed  him  to  the  arrogance  of  the  faithless, 
and  deprived  him  of  the  only  right  of  heirship." 
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But  the  immineney  of  the  danger  forbade  hesitation. 
The  aid  of  Matthias  might  be  invoked,  and  Rudolph 
himself  lose  the  kingdom.  The  articles  of  the  Prot- 
estants were  embodied  in  a  "charter,"  by  which 
their  rights  were  secured,  and  the  charter  was  signed 
by  Eudolph,  July  9,  1609. 

As  intelligence  of  the  concession  went  abroad, 
it  was  received  with  transports  of  joy.  Budowa 
announced  the  signature  of  the  charter,  adding  that 
now  the  Protestants,  equally  with  the  Jews  of  Prague, 
might  enjoy  full  liberty  of  woi-ship.  The  fifteenth 
day  of  July  was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving, 
and  a  sermon  was  preached  upon  the  occasion  in  one 
of  the  old  Hussite  churches  of  Prague  that  had  long 
remained  unopened.  Throughout  Bohemia  there 
waa  great  rejoicing  over  the  restoration  of  religious 
privileges.  Churches  that  had  long  been  closed  were 
opened,  and  new  ones  were  erected.  At  Prague  the 
German  Lutherans  erected  themselves  houses  of  wor- 
ship. Evangelical  schools  were  established ;  and  with.- 
in  twelve  years  after  the  granting  of  the  charter,  the 
Protestant  churches  of  the  kingdom  were  estimated 
at  about  five  hundred. 

But  the  success  of  the  Protestants  was  a  new  occa- 
sion of  danger.  The  Jesuits  regarded  them  with  a 
jealous  eye.  There  was  astealthy  encroachment  upon 
their  privileges,  and  step  by  step  the  University  of 
Prague  was  wrested  from  the  control  of  the  Calix- 
tines.  Nor  was  this  all.  Assured  of  the  support, 
if  not  directly  invited  by  Rudolph,  the  Archduke 
Leopold  of  Austria,  who  was  also  Bishop  of  Passaa 
entered  the  kingdom  with  an  array  of  plunderers, 
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and  directed  his  efforts  to  the  suppression  of  Prot- 
estant -worship  and  the  restoration  of  "Catholic" 
ascendency.  But  though  ferociously  orthodox  him- 
self, his  troops  were  more  brigands  than  soldiers. 
His  violence  and  injustice  united  the  Bohemians  to 
repel  his  assaults,  and  recover  the  stolen  booty. 
The  troops  of  Hungary,  by  direction  of  Matthias, 
hastened  to  Prague,  and  the  invaders  were  forced  to 
retreat. 

Eudolph  did  not  long  retain  the  sceptre.  Dejected 
and  humiliated,  he  died  Jan.  20,  1612.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Matthias,  who  had  already  wrested 
from  him  the  government  of  Bohemia,  Silesia,  and 
Lusatia.  The  Bohemians  rejoiced  in  his  accession  to 
the  throne,  confident  from  his  past  course  that  he 
would  concede  to  them  their  religious  freedom.  But, 
secure  in  his  possessions,  he  no  longer  found  it  neces- 
sary to  court  the  friendship  of  the  Protestants.  His 
confessor,  moreover,  was  a  Jesuit,  Melchior  Clesel, 
not  an  unfair  specimen  of  his  order.  He  was  cool, 
crafty,  sagacious.  Mildness  of  manner  concealed 
firmness  of  purpose,  and,  by  stealthy  measures,  he 
prepared  the  way  for  the  suppression  of  Protestant 
privileges.  By  wrong  and  outrage  the  Protestants 
were  pi'ovoked  to  insurrection  and  rebellion,  that  a 
a  pretext  might  be  found  for  a  repeal  of  their  char- 
ters. They  appealed  to  Matthias.  They  remon- 
strated against  the  wrongs  done  them.  But  access 
to  their  monarch  was  denied.  The  Jesuit  kept  his 
ear  if  not  his  conscience,  and  the  petitioners  only 
made  themselves  obnoxious  by  their  troublesome 
complaints. 
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Wearied  out  and  exasperated  by  persistent  injus- 
tice, they  urged  their  "defenders"  to  active  meas- 
ures in  vindication  of  their  rights.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  latter  counselled  patience.  They  were 
themselves  si:^pected  of  weakness  and  cowardice. 
Continued  provocation  foi'ced  the  oppressed  to  vio- 
lent reprisals,  and  the  long  sought  pretext  for  retalia- 
tion was  given. 

It  increased  the  strength  of  Protestant  indigna- 
tion, that  Matthias,  old  and  childless,  wished  to 
adopt  as  his  successor  his  cousin  Ferdinand,  of  Styria, 
a  grandson  like  himself  of  Ferdinand  I.  He  at- 
tempted to  dictate  to  the  states,  in  violation  of  their 
privilege  of  electing  their  own  monarch.  All  the 
resources  of  hope  and  fear,  flattery  and  threats,  were 
employed  to  overcome  opposition.  Several  of  the 
nobUity,  who  could  not  be  overawed,  withdrew  dis- 
satisfied. Count  Thuru,  Fels,  and  others  openly 
opposed  the  project.  They  underatood  too  well  the 
character  of  Ferdinand.  Many  of  his  measures  for  . 
the  suppression  of  Protestant  worship  in  his  heredi- 
tai'y  states  were  well  known.  He  had  proved  him- 
self an  inexorable  zealot  for  the  popish  faith.  He 
tolerated  the  Jews,  yet  prohibited  Lutheran  worship 
by  three  successive  edicts.  Puled  by  his  Jesuit  con- 
fessor, Bishop  Stobeus,  of  Laybach,  he  had  banished 
Protestant  ministei's,  burned  Protestant  books,  and 
endeavored  to  subdue  Hs  people  to  a  perfect  con- 
formity to  the  Roman  church. 

In   spite  of  opposition,  Ferdinand  was    elected, 
(1617,)  although  the  Protestants  secured  his  approval 
of  their  charters.     Bnt  the  value  of  such  security 
VOL.  II.  39 
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was  trifling.  The  guarantee  of  tteir  religious  free- 
dom was  not  worth  the  parchment  opon  which  it 
was  recorded.  Ferdinand  was  a  pupil  of  the  Jesuits, 
and  their  ready  tool.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years 
he  had  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  bigoted 
Duke  of  Bavaria,  and  his  education  was  conducted 
by  the  Jesuit  professors  of  Ingolstadt.  From  the 
first  he  was  instructed  to  abhor  the  heresy  of  the 
Protestants.  His  bigotry  was  of  the  true  Span- 
ish type.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  retui-ned  to 
his  hereditary  states  to  put  his  principles  in  practice. 
For  some  years  policy  restrained  him  from  open 
violence ;  but  after  he  had  sought  in  person  at  Lo- 
retto,  with  edifying  devotion,  the  favor  of  the  Vir- 
gin, and  had  received  at  Rome  the  apostolic  bene- 
diction at  the  feet  of  Clement  VIII.,  he  was  ready 
for  his  task. 

Craftily  and  vigorously  he  proceeded  to  execute 
his  projects.  Dealing  with  his  Protestant  cities  in 
detail,  he  succeeded,  to  the  astonishment  of  Ger- 
many, in  the  suppression  of  Protestant  worship 
throughout  his  dominions.  He  had  found  it  in  the 
ascendant.  In  a  few  years  almost  every  trace  of  it 
was  obliterated.  Banishment,  stealthy  encroach- 
ment, annoyance,  and  persecution  had  done  their 
work. 

This  success  was  due  to  the  aid  and  counsel  afforded 
by  the  Jesuits.  All  his  steps  were  guided  by  the 
members  of  that  order.  "  He  yielded  himself,"  says 
a  Eoman  Catholic  author,  "  to  the  guidance  of  the 
clergy,  but  chiefly  of  the  Jesuits  and  other  monks, 
even  in  political  affaire.     Hence  originated  his  great 
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intolerance  and  hatred  against  all  who  would  not  be 
Roman  Catholics."  His  gloomy  reserve  secured  him 
the  reputation  of  esemplary  devotion. 

His  character  excited  the  distrust  of  the  Bohemi- 
ans ;  and  with  good  I'eason.  On  the  death  of  Mat- 
thias, (1618,)  his  policy  began  to  be  developed. 
Now  were  seen  the  fruits  of  his  Jesuit  training. 
When  CleseJ,  Matthias'  confessor,  mildly  expressed 
the  hope  that  Bohemia  would  be  leniently  treated, 
Ferdinand  was  offended,  and  exclaimed,  "Better  a 
desert  than  a  country  full  of  heretics."  His  people, 
he  resolved,  should  be  of  the  same  faith  with  him- 
self. He  is  said  to  have  declared  that  "he  would 
rather,  with  his  wife  and  children,  beg  his  bread, 
staff  in  hand,  from  door  to  door,  than  have  a  heretic 
in  his  service,  or  tolerate  one  in  his  dominions.^  His 
own  Jesuit  confessor,  more  intolerant  than  Clesel, 
advised  the  extermination  of  the  Lutherans ;  and  no 
advice  could  have  been  more  grateful.  There  was 
but  one  person  in  the  world  whom  Ferdinand  could 
have  envied,  and  that  was  his  bigoted  model,  Philip 
II.  of  Spain. 

Ferdinand  was  crowned  in  the  Cathedral  of  Prague, 
by  the  Archbishop  Lohelius.  Almost  immediately 
he  withdrew"  from  Bohemia,  leaving  the  government 
in  the  hands  of  his  creature,  Slawata,  a  renegade 
Protestant,  and  Martinitz,  a  supple  tool  of  the  Jesuits. 
A  harsh  policy  of  encroachment  on  Protestant  priv- 
ileges was  adopted.  In  spite  of  the  charter,  a  strict 
censorship  was  established.  Jesuit  works  alone  were 
unmutilated.     The  new  churches  which  the  Protes- 
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tants  were  erecting  at  Braunau  and  Klostergrab  were 
ordered  to  be  demolished,  and  the  remonstrances  of 
the  aggrieved  parties  were  treated  with  contempt. 

The  Jesuits  felt  that  their  hour  of  triumph  had 
come.''  They  were  open  and  loud  in  their  exultation. 
When  Fei'dinand,  soon  after  his  "  reception,"  departed 
to  be  proclaimed  in  Moravia,  they  erected  in  Olmutz 
a  triumphal  arch,  and  among  other  decorations,  they 
placed  upon  it  the  Austrian  coat  of  anns.  On  one 
side  of  this  was  the  Bohemian  lion,  and  on  the  other, 
the  Moravian  eagle,  both  chained  to  it.  Underneath 
was  a  sleeping  hare,  with  open  eyes,  and  the  super- 
scription, "This  is  natural  to  me."  Such  was  the  ridi- 
cule hurled  at  the  Protestant  states,  who  had  allowed 
themselves,  with  their  eyes  open,  to  be  chained  and 
bound ;  and  their  feebleness  was  thus  portrayed. 
From  the  pulpits  they  were  openly  derided  and 
menaced.  Count  Thurn  was  deposed  from  his  office 
as  governor  of  the  castle  and  keeper  of  the  rega- 
lia, and  his  place  was  supplied  by  the  Jesuit  tool, 
Martinitz.  An  attempt  was  made  t^o  wrest  the  uni- 
vei-sity  from  the  control  of  the  Protestants.  The 
patience  of  the  latter  was  exhausted,  and  a  call  for 
a  meeting  of  the  states  at  Prague  was  issued  sim- 
ultaneously from  the  Protestant  pulpits.  But 
the  imperial  councillors  resolved  to  prevent  the 
meeting.  Martinitz  and  Slawata,  already  extreme- 
ly odious  to  the  evangelicals,  were  comm^sioned 
by  the  sovereign  to  prevent  their  assembling 
in  the  Caroline  chamber;  to  summon  the  ringlead- 
ers; and  to  threaten  them  with  punishment,  unless 
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they  would  remain  quiet.^  The  states,  moreover, 
we.re  required  to  repair  to  the  palace  to  hear  the 
mandate  of  the  emperor,  now  absent  from  Prague, 
read  to  them.  They  appeared,  listened  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  docnment,  received  copies  at  their  own 
request,  and  promised  to  return  the  next  morning 
with  their  reply. 

They  did  so.  On  the  eventful  May  23, 1618,  they 
met  together,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace  where  the 
four  councillors  (governors)  .awaited  their  appear- 
ance. Among  their  number  were  some  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  Bohemian  nobility,— Thurn,  Fels, 
Schlick,  Eaupowa,  Lobkowitz,  Kapliztz,  and  others. 
They  were  not  without  ai-ms.  They  had  pistols  in 
their  girdles,  while  the  people  who  followed  them 
were  provided  with  muskets  and  sabres.  All  the 
avenues  to  the  castle  were  occupied ;  and  the  leaders 
passed  to  the  gi'een  chamber,  where  they  consulted 
on  the  answer  which  they  should  return  to  the  royal 
commands. 

Count  Thurn  was  the  leading  speaker.*  Though 
not  a  Bohemian  by  birth,  he  had  estates  in  the  king- 
dom, and  had  risen  to  posts  of  honor  from  which  be 
had  recently  been  removed.  A  thirat  for  vengeance, 
a  restless  and  aspiring  ambition,  a  burning  indignar 
tion  against  the  insults  and  wrongs  of  the  Protestants, 
not  without  the  impulse  of  his  own  impetuous  zeal, 
combined  to  make  him  a  reckless  and  headstrong 
counsellor  in  this  emergency.  But  he  had  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Utraquists,  and  his  burning  words  and 
unscrupulous  daring  bore  down  all  the  opposition 
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which  might  have  been  offered  by  more  cool  oi'  pru- 
dent counsels.  He  depicted  in  eloquent  invective 
the  wrongs  of  the  Protestants,  and  designated  the 
obnoxious  advisers,  from  whom  they  had  proceeded 
and  by  whom  they  were  sanctioned.  While  these 
stood  in  the  way,  religious  liberty  would  never  be 
established  in  Bohemia. 

He  declared  Mai'tiuitz  and  Slawata  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal offenders.  They  were  said  to  have  dnven  their 
evangelical  subjects  to  mass  with  dogs  and  scourges;' 
to  Imve  wrenched  their  mouths  open  that  the  wafer 
might  be  thrust  down  their  throats;  to  have  denied 
them  the  rites  of  marriage,  baptism,  and  bunal. 
These  men,  said  Tham,  must  be  put  out  of  the  way. 
They  must  be  made  a  sacrifice.  Some  opposed  the 
rash  and  hasty  decision,  but  othei-s  approved  it,  and 
a  rush  was  made  for  the  hall  in  which  the  councillors 
were  seated.  Paul  of  Rziczan  was  the  spokesman  in 
the  name  of  the  Utraquistic  states.  He  charged 
Slawata  and  Martinitz  with  being  disturbed  of  the 
peace,  and  with  having  sought  to  deprive  the  Utra- 
quists  of  their  charter. 

Each  of  them  was  now  asked  whether  he  had  had 
a  hand  in  the  imperial  mandate.  Some  who  were 
with  them  remonstrated  against  this  tumultuous  and 
d^orderly  proceeding.  Pels  replied  that  they  had 
nothing  to  say  against  Sternberg  or  Lobkowitz,  but 
that  Slawata  and  Martinitz,  who  were  now  put  upon 
their  defence,  had  on  every  occasion  opposed  the 
Utraquists. 
At  this  critical  moment,  when  indecision  threatened 
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to  be  fatal,  and  the  Protestants  had  gone  too  far  to 
retreat,  one  of  their  number,  "Wenzel  Eaupowa,  called 
out—"  The  best  way  is,  sf/raight  out  the  windovj^  after 
the  old  Bohemian  fashion."  These  were  fatal  words. 
Some  stepped  forward  to  lay  hold  of  one  of  their 
victims,  when  Lobkowitz  interfered  to  lead  them  ont 
of  the  room.  But  Martinitz  and  Slawata  asserted 
their  innocence,  and  prayed  that  if  they  were  guilty 
they  might  be  judged  according  to  the  laws.  The 
matter,  however,  had  gone  too  far :  reconciliation  or 
procrastination  was  now  out  of  the  question.  Mar- 
tinitz  was  seized  by  several  at  once,  who  bore  him  to 
the  window  and  threw  him  out.  He  fell  sixty  feet, 
into  the  moat ;  but  the  force  of  his  fall  was  broken 
by  a  heap  of  dung,  which  saved  bis  life.  Slawata 
was  nest  seized  and  treated  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  tragedy  was  completed  by  throwing  down  the 
secretary,  Philip  Fabricius  Platter,  who  was  also  im- 
plicated, after  the  other  two.^ 

Singularly  enough,  not  one  of  the  three  was  killed ; 
not  even  a  limb  was  broken.  Platter  was  the  first 
that  was  able  to  rise.  He  went  back  to  his  house  in 
the  Old  town,  and  hastily  proceeded  to  Vienna  to  ac- 
quMnt  the  emperor  with  what  had  happened.  The 
servants  of  Martinitz  and  Slawata,  although  fired 
upon  in  the  attempt,  ran  to  their  aid,  and  succeeded 
by  means  of  a  ladder  in  bringing  them  over  into  the 
adjoining  house  of  the  Chancellor  Lobkowitz:.  The 
means  to  restore  them  were  diligently  and  success- 
fully employed.  Thurn  came  and  demanded  them, 
but  the  prudent  and  bold  Polyrena  softened  dewn 
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his  fnry  by  assuiing  them  that  they  were  both  in  a 
pitiable  state. 

Martinitz  soon  after  made  good  his  escape.  Cut- 
tiag  off  his  beard,  blackening  bis  face  with  gun- 
powder, and  disguising  himself  so  as  to  defy  recog- 
nition, he  got  safe  to  the  White  HiU,  and  subse- 
quently to  Munich.  Slawata  was  unable  to  follow 
him,  and  he  was  allowed  a  physician,  though  kept 
under  close  guard.  The  three  men,  grateful  for  their 
■wonderful  escape,  united  in  the  present  of  a  golden 
diadem,  set  with  precious  stones,  to  the  Lady  of  Lo- 
retto. 

There  was  danger  lest  the  violence  at  the  castle 
should  be  imitated  in  the  city.  The  multitude  in 
their  exasperation  commenced  an  attack  upon  the 
Catholics,  but  Thurn,  mounting  his  horse,  hastened 
to  the  place  of  danger,  and  deprecated  all  violent 
proceedings.  The  Braunau  prisoners,  however,  were 
set  at  liberty. 

The  states  immediately  wrote  to  the  emperor,  ac- 
quainting him  with  what  they  had  done.  In  two 
Buecessive  letters,  termed  their  apologies,  they  de- 
tailed the  grievous  persecutions  they  had  sufFered, 
and  vindicated  the  course  they  had  pursued.  They 
united  together  in  a  league  of  mutual  defence,  and 
took  measures  for  their  own  security.^  The  goV^ernor 
of  the  castle  and  the  three  councillors  were  com- 
pelled to  swear  allegiance  to  the  officers  whom  the 
Union  saw  fit  to  appoint.  One  of  the  bishops,  and 
the  abbots  of  Strahow  and  Braunau,  were  banished. 
A.  severe  decree  was  issued  against  the  Jesuits ;  they 
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were  forced  to  evacuate  their  colleges  at  Prague, 
KrumaD,  Neuhaus,  and  Glatz,  and  witliin  fourteen 
days  to  leave  the  countiy.  None  was  to  grant  them 
shelter,  or  intercede  for  them.  Thus,  says  Pelzel, 
did  the  Protestants  make  enemies  of  those  "  who 
had  in  their  bands  the  hearts  of  the  Romanist  mon- 
arcbs." 

Unwisely  enough,  the  Protestants  had  now  fur- 
nished their  foes  with  the  long-sought  pretext  for 
violent  retaliation.  But  aware  of  their  danger,  they 
determined  to  anticipate  it  by  timely  measures. 
They  knew  what  they  would  have  to  expect  from 
Ferdinand  if  he  should  be  suffered  unmolested  to 
take  possession  of  the  kingdom,  and  they  therefore 
solemnly  deposed  him,  and  elected  Frederic  V,  Elec- 
tor Palatine,  a  Calvinist  in  his  religious  sentimeots, 
as  king  of  Bohemia.  Undoubtedly  they  had  felt 
that  in  the  troubles  which  surrounded  Ferdinand, 
and  with  the  support  which  they  expected  from 
England  or  its  continental  allies  in  behalf  of  the 
son-in-law  of  the  English  monarch,  they  could  safely 
maintain  their  cause. 

But  they  had  committed  a  great  error.  The  veiy 
weakne^  of  Ferdinand  proved  his  secunty.  The 
Catholic  league,  while  he  was  pressed  by  Protestant 
invasion  even  at  the  gates  of  his  palace  in  Vienna, 
came  forward  to  his  help.  His  own  casting  vote  as 
king  of  Bohemia,  and  consequently  imperial  elector, 
secured  for  him,  on  the  death  of  Matthias,  (1620,) 
in  spite  of  the  protest  of  the  Bohemians,  the  imperial 
crown.  Frederic  of  the  Palatinate,  moreover,  proved 
himself  utterly  unfitted  for  the  post  which  he  was 
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called  to  fill.  His  Calviuistic  sympathies,  and  im- 
prudent measures  in  stripping  the  churches  of  their 
ornaments,  alienated  his  Lutheran  subjects,  and  when 
the  league  began  to  act  in  earnest  in  support  of 
Ferdinand,  Bohemia  was  the  fii-st  to  feel  the  weight 
of  its  vengeance.  Its  king  was  merely  an  incum- 
brance. Without  energy  himself,  he  only  inspired 
his  subjects  with  disgust,  and  alienated  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  German  Lutherans,  while  he  was  coldly 
abandoned  by  his  own  father-in-law,  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. 

And  now  commenced  that  terrible  episode  of 
crime,  violence,  plunder,  and  invasion,  known  in  the 
history  of  Europe  as  "The  thirty  years'  war."  The 
real  date  of  its  commencement  is  from  May  23, 1618, 
when  the  imperial  councillors  were  thrown  from  the 
windows  of  the  royal  palace  at  Prague.  But  it  was 
some  months  before  the  cloud  of  vengeance  burst 
upon  the  devoted  country.  At  length  it  came.  The 
emperor,  recovering  from  his  depression  and  humilia- 
tion at  Vienna,  was  now  prepared  to  subdue  Bohe- 
mia. His  army  marched  direct  to  Prague.  Unpre- 
pared for  the  attack,  the  army  that  defended  the 
city,  and  which  consisted  of  Hungarians,  Moravians, 
and  Bohemiai^,  was  defeated  in  the  battle  of  the 
White  Hill,  Oct.  29,  1620.  The  weak  monarch, 
though  a  manful  resistance  might  have  yet  been  of- 
fered, abandoned  his  capital,  and  earned  by  his  brief 
residence  the  reproachful  title  of  "  the  summer  king." 
Prague  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  victor;  and  what  that 
mercy  would  be,  his  own  character  only  too  clearly 
foreshadowed. 
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The  days  of  Protestant  ascendancy  and  even  tolerar- 
tion,  in  Bohemia,  were  now  nntnbered.  The  concen- 
trated vengeance  of  the  papacy,  the  emperor,  and 
the  Jesuits  was  poured  oat  on  the  devoted  land.  It 
would  be  entering  upon  another  and  an  arduous  task 
to  trace  the  fortunes  of  the  Protestant  states  of  Eu- 
rope dunng  the  thirty  yeai-s'  war,  and,  happily,  there 
is  no  need  of  it,  for  it  has  been  already  done  by  an 
able  hand.^  The  horrors  of  war,  cai-nage,  devasta- 
tion, and  violence,  fiendish  cnielties  and  reckless 
deeds,  marked  with  aggravated  enormities  the  prog- 
ress of  the  feai-ful  drama.  Generals  like  WaUen- 
stein,  Tilly,  Pappenheim,  and  the  wonderful  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  appeared  upon  the  scene,  and  excited  al- 
ternate hope  and  fear  as  they  led  their  victonous 
hosts  from  city  to  city,  Europe  at  last  sank  ex- 
hausted under  its  own  efforts;  and  after  a  whole 
generation  had  been  made  to  feel  that  war  is  the 
natural  condition  ,of  humanity  on  the  globe,  the  ex- 
hausted combatants,  worn  out  by  their  own  efforts 
rather  than  by  defeats  sustained  from  theii'  foes,  laid 
down  their  arms.  German  Protestantism  was  secured 
from  its  imminent  peril,  but  Bohemia  and  Hungary, 
in  the  general  pacification,  were  abandoned  to  their 
fate.  This  result  was  the  more  readily  acquiesced  in, 
that  already  Protestantism  was  well-nigh  crushed 
out  from  these  devoted  lands.  They  scarcely  dared 
to  lift  a  voice  of  protest,  or  to  make  their  claims 
heard  in  the  ear  of  Europe,  and  the  sympathies  of 
Lutheran  Germany  abandoned  Bohemia  to  its  fate. 

Under  Rudolph  and  Matthias  the  condition  of  the 
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country  was  enviable,  compared  with  what  it  now 
became  under  the  rule  of  the  bigoted  Ferdinand. 
From  time  to  time  gleams  of  light  stole  in  upon  her 
through  the  broken  clouds,  as  the  beleaguering  hosts 
were  forced  to  tremble  before  a  foreign  foe.  But  for 
the  most  part  her  feeble  opposition  was  crushed.  It 
could  only  break  out  in  ill-timed  and  ill-managed 
insurrections.  Bohemia  had  her  full  share  of  the 
ravages  and  cruelties  of  this  dark  period.  The  im- 
perial will  found  nothing  to  stay  its  vengeance.  The 
palace  of  the  mysterious,  Mephistophelian  "Wallen- 
stein,  who  could  convoke  armies  at  a  word,  and 
whose  nature  was  constituted  without  the  element  of 
mercy,  rose  proudly,  with  menacing  aspect,  by  the 
Hradschin  of  Prague.  A  savage  soldiery  dragooned 
the  trembling  fugitives,  till  they  abandoned  in  exile 
their  native  land.  Every  attempt  at  national  resist- 
ance was  trampled  down.  The  choicest  spirite  of 
Bohemia  sighed  in  prisons,  or  wandered  in  foreign 
lands.  Twenty-seven  of  her  ablest  defenders,  in  the 
opening  scene  of  the  fearful  drama  of  retribution, 
perished  ou  the  scaffold. 

Nor  was  this  the  worst.  The  banished  Jesuits, 
expelled  by  the  states  for  their  incendiaiy  principles 
and  obnoxious  measures,  w&re  Teafkailted  at  the  point 
of  the  sword.  Volumes  could  uot  fitly  display  the 
results  of  the  fact  stated  in  that  single  sentence. 
With  them  ca;me  back  all  that  Bohemia  had  most  to 
dread.  Ferdinand  was  only  their  bigoted  tool.  What 
with  them  was  policy,  with  him  was  principle.  It 
may  easUy  be  imagined  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
measures  to  be  taken,  when  at  that  very  time  the 
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English  Jesnit  Carapian — a  fair  representative  of  the. 
order,  for  the  order  was  as  near  as  possible  a  unit  in 
spirit  and  sentiment — -waa  saying,  "  The  Lutherans 
and  Calvinists  ought  to  be  killed  with  the  sword ; 
they  ought  to  be  banished  and  oppressed;  they 
ought  to  be  burned  with  fire,  sulphur,  and  pitch ; 
drowned  in  water:  impoverished,  hunted  down,  de- 
prived of  their  estates,  annihilated;  in  a  word,  they 
oaght  to  be  rooted  out,  and  persecuted  to  death  by 
every  imaginable  kind  of  excessive  torture  and  pain." 
No  wonder  the  Protestants  should  say,  that  they 
would  rather  have  the  devil  for  their  master  than 
Ferdinand  with  hie  Jesuitical  principles.  In  his  bitter 
intolerance,  the  most  remorseless  cruelties  were  cov- 
ered with  the  sanction  of  churchly  zeal. 

The  battle  of  the  White  Hill  was  followed  by  a 
train  of  most  odious  crime  and  gratuitous  outrage 
on  the  part  of  the  emperor.  Neither  rank  nor  age 
was  regarded.  Of  the  twenty-seven  distinguished 
citizens  of  Bohemia  who  perished  on  the  scaffold, 
twenty-four  belonged  to  the  nobility.  Some  of  them 
had  grown  grey  in  the  imperial  service.  Men  they 
were,  of  lofty  patriotism,  of  heroic  spirit,  and  of 
Christian  principle.  The  histoiy  of  the  martyrs 
scarce  furnishes  a  more  sublime  illustration  of  a  tri- 
umphant faith  than  that  afforded  by  the  scenes  of 
their  imprisonment  and  execution.  They  might  have 
said,  each,  with  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  "  I  cawld  die  as 
a  Roman,  bat  I  choose  rather  to  die  as  a  Christian." 

Some  of  the  sufferers  were  members  of  the  Breth- 
ren church.  One  of  them  was  Wenzel  Budowecz  of 
Budowa.     For  talents,  learning,  sagacity,  integrity, 
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and  Christian  zeal  lie  stood  foremost  among  them 
all.  He  has  been  called  the  last  Bohemian,  as  Brutns 
was  called  the  last  of  the  Romans.  When  urged  in 
prison  to  seek  the  clemency  of  the  emperor,  his  reply 
was,  "  I  will  rather  die  than  see  the  ruin  of  my  coun- 
try." "  See  my  Paradise,"  said  he,  pointing  to  the 
Bible  in  his  hand.  "It  has  never  offered  me  such 
sweet  heavenly  food  as  now."  When  Count  Schlick 
was  offered  a  cup  of  wine,  he  declined  it.  "I  will 
only  look  forward  to  a  cup  of  heavenly  joy,"  was  his 
reply.  "  May  God  forgive  my  enemies,"  prayed  the 
dying  Harant,  and  then  commended  his  spirit  to 
Christ.  "The  flesh  is  ready  to  fail,"  said  the  vener- 
able Kosacius,  "  but  I  am  no  longer  afraid."  "  Tell 
your  emperor,"  was  the  language  of  the  fearless  Pro- 
copius  Dworshezky,  "  that  I  stand  now  before  his 
unrighteous  judgment,  and  remind  him  of  God's 
righteous  tribunal."  "  Thanks  be  to  God,"  exclaimed 
another,  as  the  summons  to  leave  his  prison  for  the 
scaffold  was  announced,  "  worldly  distress  has  ceased ; 
I  hasten  to  Christ."  In  such  a  spirit  these  noble  men 
met  their  fate. 

But  this  was  by  no  means  the  last  act  of  this  ter- 
rible drama  of  vindictive  tyranny.  Seven  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  of  the  nobility,  who  were  induced 
by  a  promise  of  pardon  to  confess  their  participation 
in  the  rebellion,  were  deprived  of  their  estates. 
Forty  million  dollars  were  collected  by  confiscation 
alone.  Five  hundred  noble  and  thirty-six  thousand 
citizen  families  emigrated.  Bohemia  lost  the  whole 
of  her  ancient  privileges.  The  charter  granted  by 
Eudolph,  in  favor  of  toleration,  was  torn  by  the 
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emperor's  own  hands.  All  heretical  works,  espe- 
cially those  of  the  ancient  Hussites,  were  aonght  for 
and  devoted  to  the  flames.  Nor  did  the  dead  escape. 
Zisea's  monument  was  destroyed.  Eokyzan's  remaina 
were  disinterred  and  burnt.  Every  visible  memorial 
of  the  heroism  of  Bohemia  was  obliterated.  No 
trace  of  religious  liberty  was  left,  to  remind  the  cit- 
izen of  privileges  that  his  ancestors  bad  once  enjoyed. 
The  emperor  declared  himself  in  conscience  bound 
to  exterminate  all  heretics. 

It  was  a  serious  question  what  measures  should  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose.  The  matter  was  agitated 
even  in  the  conclave  of  Rome.  Bloody  executions 
would  only  sow  the  seed  of  new  martyrs,  and  were 
deemed  impolitic.  Prompt  banishment  was  pro- 
posed. "  No,  not  yet,"  was  the  reply  of  crafty  mal- 
ice ;  "  at  present  they  have  too  much  to  take  with 
them.  They  would  bear  off  too  much  money.  The 
exile  would  too  easily  be  borne.  They  must  first  be 
fleeced." 

This  was  the  plan  adopted.  A  brief  space  inter- 
vened before  the  terrible  work  began.  There  was 
an  oppressive  sullenness  as  it  were,  like  the  lull  that 
ushers  in  the  tempest.  Men  lived  in  fearful  expecta- 
tion.  At  length  the  stoi-m  came  in  its  fury,  and 
swept  all  before  it.  Even  the  peasantry  were  im- 
prisoned by  the  hundred,  and  forced  by  starvation 
to  recant.  The  Protestants  were  deprived  of  their 
churches.  Some  of  them  were  shut  up  ;  some  buraed 
and  destroyed.  Pulpits  and  statues  were  torn  down. 
The  tombs  were  broken  open.  The  altai-s  or  fur- 
niture were   lashed  and  whipped,  in  the  imbecile 
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rage  that  attacked  even  inanimate  objects.  When 
the  Jesuifa  recovered  their  church  at  Prague,  they 
strewed  the  floor  with  gunpowder,  and  set  fire  to  it 
to  destroy  the  poison  of  heresy  with  smoke  and 
flame.  Hussite  pastors,  who  failed  to  make  good 
their  escape,  fell  a  prey  to  the  savage  soldiery. 
They  were  tortured  to  extort  confessions  of  guilt, 
or  the  place  where  their  money  was  stored.  In  one 
case  they  filled  their  victim's  mouth  with  gunpowder 
and  set  fii'e  to  it,  when  his  throat  was  burst  asunder 
Some  were  beaten,  some  left  for  dead,  some  plun- 
dered. These  indeed  were  the  acts  of  a  licentious 
soldiery,  but  they  were  countenanced  by  imperial 
authority.  Iniquity  and  violence  were  framed  and 
legalized  by  statute.  Imperial  clemency  was  a  com- 
mentary on  what  seriptm-e  declares  of  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  wicked.  A  fugitive  nobleman  was 
offered  pardon  if  he  would  return  to  his  country. 
His  answer  was  significant.  "  "What  sort  of  pardon  ? 
A  Bohemian  one  ?  Heads  off  !  A  Moravian  one  ? 
Imprisonment  for  life  !  An  Austrian  one  ?  Confis- 
cation ! "  Ferdinand's  confessor,  Lamormain,  superin- 
tended these  horrors  enacted  at  his  master's  com- 
mand. What  a  terrible  light  is  thrown  upon  his 
conduct  by  the  title  which  he  assumed  in  reference 
to  the  immense  confiscations  that  took  place—"  God's 
clerk  of  the  exchequer ! " 

All  through  the  space  of  the  thirty  years'  war 
persecution  raged,  till  the  materials  on  which  to 
wreak  its  vengeance  seemed  to  be  exhausted.  But 
the  work  of  plunder  and  proscription  still  went  on. 
Even  the  books  of  the  Protestants  were  sought  aa 
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eagerly  as  their  persons.  The  friends  of  the  Bible 
were  forced  to  conceal  it,  sometimes  in  the  space 
beneath  the  dog-kennels.  A  Bohemiam,  hook  became 
synonymous  with  a  rare  work.  Nothing  was  allowed 
to  be  printed  unless  by  the  approving  signature  of 
the  officials  of  the  Inquisition.  Whatever  Protes- 
tant works  could  be  gathered  were  piled  up  under 
the  gallows,  and  then  destroyed  by  fire.  The  work 
of  forced  conversions  was  carried  on  with  a  high 
hand.  The  Jesuits  threw  off  the  mask  of  mildness, 
and  called  in  to  their  aid  Lichteostein's  dragoons. 
The  peasants  were  driven  to  church  at  the  point  of 
the  sword  ;  and  a  licentious  soldieiy  won  the  title 
of  "Conversionists."  Count  Uohna  boasted  of  his 
having  been  able  to  do  more  than  Peter,  who  con- 
verted three  thousand  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  He 
had  accomplished  more  without  preaching  a  single 
sermon.  One  Jesuit  father  wrote  "  with  a  trembling 
hand,  a  little  before  his  death,  a  summary  of  his  con- 
veisions."  "He  had  restored  33,140  to  Christ  and 
the  church,  with  enviable  success."  Priests  of  the 
vilest  character  and  most  scandalous  life  were  put 
in  the  place  of  the  exiled  pastors.  The  people  were 
forced,  by  terrors  of  torture  and  death,  to  swear  "  that, 
without  oompuhion,  they  renounced  the  evangelical 
doctrine." 

But  even  these  measures  were  only  partially  effect- 
ual. The  praying  people  could  not  be  exterminated. 
They  met  in  the  houra  of  night,  in  the  mountains  and 
the  forests,  to  enjoy  their  worahip.  Denied  all  civil 
rights,  prohibited  from  marrjHng,  from  solemnizing 
the  burial  of  the  dead  or  the  rite  of  baptism,  many 
VOL  11.  40 
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still  clung  to  tlieir  cherislied  faith.  Even  wlien 
arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  the  steadfastness  of 
their  purpose  could  not  be  shaken.  Among  the 
humbler  victims  was  a  clerk,  whose  dungeon  was  in 
so  horrible  a  state  that  both  his  legs  rotted  off.  Yet, 
supported  by  his  faith,  he  still  sung  cheerful  songs. 
Such  cruelties  often  rose  beyond  the  point  of  endur- 
ance. Several  times  the  peasants  I'ose  in  insurrec- 
tion, but  they  were  crushed  by  the  imperial  power. 
The  sighings  of  the  suffering  martyrs  beneath  the 
shadow  of  the  Alps,  found  echo  among  the  forests 
and  mountains  of  Bohemia.  Thousands  indeed 
escaped,  to  swell  the  numbers  of  the  Brethren's 
churches  beyond  the  borders.  For  a  whole  genera- 
tion—from 1623  to  1652,  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  thirty  years'  war — the  work  of  expatriation  con- 
tinued, with  only  such  abatement  as  the  dearth  of  vic- 
tims rendered  necessaiy.  Pi'ecious  indeed  amid  their 
hardships  were  the  promises  so  beautifully  expressed 
in  the  Brethren's  hymn-book — songs  composed  in 
the  midst  of  trial,  and  calculated  to  cheer  the  hearts 
of  the  poor  exiles  amid  their  depression. 

To  the  prosperity  of  Bohemia  these  inroads  of 
persecution  were  fatally  disastrous.  "  As  high,"  says 
the  Romanist  author,  Pelzel,  "  as  the  Bohemians  had 
]'iseu  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  under  Maximilian  and 
Rudolph,  just  80  low  were  they  now  sinking.  I  do 
not  know  a  single  example  of  a  learned  man,  who 
distinguished  himself  in  Bohemia  by  any  marks  of 
erudition,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Protestants," 
Pesjjina,  in  his  work  on  Prague  cathedral,  confesses 
that  nothing  worse  or  more  melancholy  could  have 
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happened  to  Bohemia.  The  last  traces  of  her  ancient 
liberty  disappeared.  The  heel  of  the  tyrant  was  on 
the  nation's  heart,  and  crushed  its  throbbing  energies 
to  the  dust.  Protestantism  in  Bohemia  was  mur- 
dered by  inches. 

A  large  part  of  the  exiles  joined  their  brethren 
in  foreign  lands.  "  They  sought,"  says  an  old  author, 
"  a  place  where  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  and  the 
scriptural  use  of  the  holy  sacraments,  are  purely, 
clearly,  distinctly  taught  and  propagated,  and  they 
do  not  care  so  much  for  their  personal  and  temporal 
interests  as  for  their  spiritual  and  everlasting  wel- 
fare." As  persecution  relaxed  from  time  to  time, 
some  of  them  returned  to  their  native  land.  But 
they  were  rarely  left  unmolested.  Many  a  time  the 
gloom  of  despair  shrouded  the  prospects  of  the 
Brethren's  churches,  but  with  unswerving  fidelity 
they  clung  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  until  in 
more  peaceful  times  they  were  allowed  to  extend 
their  labors  and  influence  to  a  wider  sphere,  and  to 
become  the  first  missionary  church  of  modern  times. 

We  have  traced  from  its  origin  to  its  close  by  a 
violent  suppression,  and  a  catastrophe  of  carnage 
and  crime,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  religions 
movements  of  modern  times.  In  connection  with 
the  revival  of  learning  and  the  evils  of  the  schism, 
as  well  as  a  growing  religions  consciousness  which 
brought  to  light  the  corruptions  of  the  church,  an 
encouragement  was  given  to  the  long  suppressed 
demand  for  the  revival  of  a  purer  type  of  Christian- 
ity, and  at  the  opportune  moment  the  men  were 
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raised  up,  in  the  providence  of  Grod,  wbo  were  to  give 
utterance  to  that  demand.  Conrad  Waldbauser, 
John  Milicz,  and  Matthias  of  Janow  wei-e  the  precur- 
Bora  of  John  Huss.  They  prepared  the  way  for  hia 
labors,  and  more  or  less  clearly  apprehended  the 
radical  conflict  which  existed  between  the  interests  of 
a  corrupt  hierarchy  and  the  claims  of  Chnstian  truth. 

Huss  inherited  their  views,  but  he  brought  to 
their  elucidation  and  application  a  bold  and  fearless 
spirit,  a  stern  consciousness,  a  discriminating  mind, 
and  a  rare  self-command.  With  a  purpose  that 
never  wavered,  and  an  energy  that  never  wearied — 
sometimes  in  the  face  of  royal  authority,  and  in  spite 
of  unJHst  excommunication — he  pursued  the  line  of 
duty  marked  out  by  his  conscientious  convictions, 
reprobating  the  iniquity  of  the  times  and  the  abuses 
of  the.  hierarchy,  and  holding  up  before  the  world 
his  ideal  of  the  church  of  Christ.  All  human  author- 
ity was  made  by  him  subordinate  to  the  authority  of 
the  Great  Master  himself.  Hence,  constantly  appeal- 
ing to  the  scriptures  in  support  of  his  views  and  in 
defence  of  his  course,  he  led  men  to  look  beyond  the 
decisions  of  councils  or  the  bulls  of  popes,  and  to 
study  for  themselves  the  word  of  God.  The  impulse 
was  thus  given  to  a  reform  more  radical  than  he  had 
himself  contemplated.  Before  he  was  aware,  he  had 
come  into  conflict  with  the  whole  hierarchical  system, 
and  stood  forth  single-handed,  and  almost  alone,  as 
the  champion  of  truth  against  the  errors  by  which 
it  was  overlaid  and  well-nigh  suppressed. 

In  this  conflict  he  fell — a  victim  overpowered  by 
numerous  and  bitter  foes.     Men  that  stood  by  him 
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at  fii-st,  forsook  him  at  the  critical  moment,  and 
joined  the  ranks  of  his  assailants.  The  force  of  his 
convictions  had  brought  him  to  recognize  in  Wick- 
liffe  a  fellow-laborer  in  the  same  greiit  cause,  and  the 
odium  that  rested  ■  on  the  name  of  the  English  re- 
former was  inherited  by  himself  The  council  of 
Constance  gladly  surrendered  him  as  a  sacrifice  to 
the  prejudices  by  which  it  was  Itself  environed  and 
controlled. 

His  associate,  Jerome  of  Pi-agne,  met  the  same  fate. 
His  chivalrous  nature  scorned  to  retract  his  conscien- 
tious convictions  as  to  the  character,  the  truth  and 
integrity,  of  one  whom  he  had  known  and  loved. 
And  now  was  illustrated  the  trite  adage  that  "the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church." 
Hundreds  and  thousands  in  their  native  land  stood 
ready  to  receive  the  bequest  of  their  falling  mantle. 
A  nation  imbued  with  their  spirit  set  the  council  at 
defiance,  and  boldly  remonstrated  against  the  ini- 
quity of  the  deed  which  had  canonized  for  ever  the 
memory  of  the  martyrs. 

Meanwhile  aa  enlarged  acquaintance  with  scrip- 
ture had  led  to  the  restoration,  in  Bohemia,  of  the 
use  of  the  cup  in  the  eucharist.  Considered  as  a 
mere  rite,  this  innovation  was  a  matter  of  small  ac- 
count. But  it  symbolized  an  element  of  indepen- 
dent thought,  which  appealed  from  popes  and  coun- 
cils to  scripture  alone.  It  was  of  the  nature  of  a  prac- 
tical and  populai-  protest  against  errors  which  had 
crept  into  the  church,  under  the  sanction  of  ecclesias- 
tical authority  and  antiquated  usage.  Its  acceptance 
was  an  endorsement  of  the  right  of  private  judgment, 


dbyGoogle 


630  LIFE   AND   TTMES   OP   JOHN   HUSS.         [Ca  XXI. 

and  an  impeachment  of  synodieal  and  pontifical  infal- 
libility. It  was  a  rent  in  tlie  externa!  unity  of  the 
church — an  ominous  crack,  hke  that  of  the  dome  of 
St.  Peter — which  inspired  terror  by  its  portentous 
augury  of  what  was  yet  to  come. 

AH  the  resources  of  papal  authority  and  of  eccle- 
siastical interest  were  consequently  marehalled  to 
suppress  the  rite.  But  it  was  found  that  many  of 
its  adherents  had  already  made  it  the  fii-st  step  to 
more  radical  innovations.  Diverse  tendencies  had 
already  begun  to  develop  themselves  among  the 
followers  of  Huss,  and  the  Taborites  and  Oalixtines, 
as  two  radically  diverae  parties,  appear  upon  the 
stage.  In  connection  with  the  first,  we  find  a  pui-i- 
tanic  severity  of  morals,  a  demand  for  evangelical 
simplicity  of  worship  and  purity  of  doctrine,  a  valor 
nurtured  by  religious  principle,  and  sometimes  allied 
with  a  wild  fanaticism.  In  connection  with  the 
other,  we  note  the  timidity  and  the  prudence  of  a 
cautious  conservatism,  a  lingeiing  respect  for  ancient 
usage,  a  jealousy  of  further  innovations,  and  a  dis- 
position to  watch  and  restrain  what  they  regarded 
as  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  their  rivals. 

But  a  common  interest  temporarily  cements  the  alli- 
ance of  these  two  opposite  parties,  and  rendera  them, 
while  they  retain  this  attitude,  invincible  to  all  for- 
eign invasion.  Classed  together,  as  alike  heretical, 
they  are  threatened  with  the  same  fate,  and  papal  ful- 
raioations  and  crusading  armies  are  met  by  both  with 
a  bold  defiance  and  stern  resistance.  One  invasion 
after  another  is  hurled  back  from  the  Bohemian  fron- 
tier, like  the  waves  dashed  to  foam  upon  the  rocks. 


dbyGoogle 


Ch.  XXI.]  COITCLUDING    OBSEBVATIOTfS.  631 

But  the  very  humiliation  of  the  foe  opened  the 
way  for  the  development  of  the  eonflictiug  tenden- 
cies which  had  been  temporarily  restrained.  Inter- 
nal division  was  the  result  of  foreign  tiiumpb.  Calix- 
tine  and  Taborite  were  now  ranged  in  open  and 
avowed  hostility.  It  was  scarcely  a  question  which 
must  triumph  in  the  conflict.  The  Taborite  was 
indisputably  supei-ior  in  all  the  elements  of  uneora- 
promisjng  zeal,  of  fierce  resolve,  and  of  desperate  if 
not  fanatical  courage,  to  his  Calixtine  I'ival.  He 
thought  more  earnestly  if  not  profoundly.  He  felt 
more  deeply.  His  wrongs  had  been  greater,  and  his 
vengeance  was  more  terrible.  The  strife  that  now 
arose  was  scarcely  less  bitter  than  that  of  the  united 
Hussites  against  the  impeiialists.  It  ranged  neigh- 
bor against  neighbor,  and  brother  against  brother; 
but,  steeled  against  compassion  and  sympathy,  the 
Taborites  swept  down  before  them  all  resistance, 
and  encamped  before  Prague,  ready  to  visit  upon  it 
such  retribution  as  it  had  challenged.  To  save  it 
from  its  threatened  fat«,  its  defenders  submitted  to 
negotiate,  and  the  result  was,  the  concession,  in  the 
main,  of  the  demands  of  the  Taborites  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  supremacy. 

But  the  anarchy  of  the  kingdom  required  that 
authority  should  be  deputed  to  able  hands,  and  that 
the  monarch  to  be  selected  should  be  one  whom  all 
should  be  constrained  to  acknowledge.  Sigismund, 
as  the  rightful  heir,  was  preferred  by  many  who  dif- 
fered from  him  in  their  religious  views.  The  Com- 
pactata  de^ed  by  the  synod  of  Basle,  opened  the 
way  for  his  recognition,  but  reproduced  the  old  di- 
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visions  betwe^i  Calixtine  and  Taborite.  The  latter 
were  defeated  in  the  opeo  rupture  which  followed, 
and  Sigismund  at  last  secured  his  hard-won  crown. 

From  the  Taborites,  who  now  abandoned  all  fur- 
ther appeals  to  physical  force  in  their  own  defence, 
sprang  the  church  of  the  United  Brethren.  Through 
a  century  of  persecution  they  stiU  maintained  their 
fidelity  to  an  evangelical  creed  and  the  memory  of 
Huss.  The  Calixtines,  sometimes  leaning  toward 
Rome,  and  sometimes  repelled  by  her  bigotry,  wa- 
vered in  uncertainty  as  to  their  position,  although 
still  holding  fast  their  four  articles.  At  length  the 
advent  of  Luther  extended  to  both  parties  a  new 
strength,  and  the  current  of  the  Bohemian  reforma- 
tion was  swollen  by  the  powerful  tributary  of  Ger- 
man reform. 

With  intervals  of  persecution,  Protestantism  made 
steady  program  in  Bohemia  for  another  century,  till 
it  had  almost  secured  the  complete  ascendancy.  But 
its  bold  and  violent  measures  provoked  the  ven- 
geance of  the  "  Catholic"  league,  and  the  bigoted 
Ferdinand,  with  unfaltering  purpose,  resolved  to 
suppress  it.  The  tide  of  the  thirty  years'  war  swept 
over  northern  and  central  Europe,  covering  its  track 
with  desolation .  and  crime.  Of  all  the  states  that 
suffered,  Bohemia  was  the  most  signal  victim.  In 
the  general  pacification,  she  was  abandoned  by  her 
German  allies,  and  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
unscrupulous  and  bigoted  monarch.  His  vengeance 
was  terrible.  He  deliberately  preferred  a  desert  to 
a  kingdom  of  "  heretics,"  and  his  preference  was  well- 
nigh  realized.     Bohemian  art,  literature,  and  enter- 
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prise  received  a  blow  from  which  they  have  never 
recovered.  Protestantism  was  almost  utterly  sap- 
pressed.  Its  ablest  champions  pined  in  exile,  or 
in  prison,  or  atoned  for  their  patriotism  and  Protes- 
tantism on  the  scaffold.  The  nation  that  five  centu- 
ries ago  was  among  the  foremost  of  Europe,  dwiu' 
died  into  insignificance;  and  for  more  than  two 
centuries  Bohemia  has  ranked  as  little  more  than  a 
province  of  the  Austrian  empire.  Her  old  renown 
has  been  commemorated  by  the  noble  achievements 
of  Moravian  missionanes,  who  trace  their  spiritual 
lineage  to  her  great  reformer ;  but  her  condition  to- 
day is  such  as  to  render  her  a  signal  monument  of 
the  impolicy  of  persecution,  and  the  incalculable  mis- 
chiefs that  have  flowed  from  the  violent  suppression 
of  religious  freedom. 

The  day  may  not  be  far  distant  when  upon  her 
own  soil  the  memories  of  her  own  glorioiis  past  shall 
be  revived.  Her  hills  and  valleys  have  witnessed 
the  heroism  of  men  who  stood  forward  as  champions 
of  scriptural  authority,  and  the  rights  and  piivileges 
of  religious,  freedom.  Her  plains  have  been  mois- 
tened and  fertilized  with  the  blood  of  martyrs. 
Many  a  locality  has  been  immortalized  by  the  valor 
of  her  sons,  and  the  names  of  Huss  and  Jerome,  of 
Jacobel,  Zisca,  and  Procopius,  will  never  die  out 
of  her  annals,  whoever  may  guide  the  pen.  A 
national  partiality  even  now  triumphs  over  ecclesias- 
tical prejudice,  and  men  who  would  contemn  Huss 
as  a  heretic,  honor  him  as  a  patriot. 
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Gbbba 

It,  1.  BB,  oa,  109,  110,  119,  424,  619. 

SKhDXXAsa  of  Austria,  n.  66D ;  King  of  Bo- 

Gmsoh 

John,  1.  4,  84,  18,  63,  88,  112,  113, 

hemia,  667,  BSe,  m.  603. 

m  127,  234, 263,  26^  231,  826,  8fi4. 

FasDiBABi.  IL,  n.  eofi,  eiB.  617,  620;  hia 

361.834,434,476,626,648,646,662, 

character,  609;  elected  King  of  Boho- 

606,  618.    n.  12.  101,  108,  104,  110, 

mU.  a..;  Us  bigotry,  610,  Ml;  eleoted 

.. 

lis.  12^  127.  21B.  B04.  852.  8Sa.  86ft 

MnrquU  ot;  1. 168. 
Froi,  1 3S7, 8*4. 
FmHHDBS  of  Hues,  n.  12,  IS. 
FLseELLiNTs,  The  Sect  of  the, 


446;  secona  Eight,  447.    See  John  XXIIL 
Flobesoe,  l  108, 109,  HI,  119, 143, 198, 191. 
FOBCKS,  Moral,  that  led  to  Ecftirm,  L  S.  6. 
FOBHOLA  Of  CcBsion,  I,  425. 
Fbinob,  1 96. 97, 112,  457 ;  on  Martin  V,  il 
887. 

"       OD  the  Popes,  1 90-94.    n.  387.841. 

"       King  of.    See  Charles  VL 
FBiBOisOis  MonaBteiy,  l  426,-643.    n.  41. 
Fbjhoihcahb,  o.  36. 


Fbicehdebo  Forest^  u.  627. 

Bi,  nephew  of  Eokyian,  il 

Fkkdbbio.    See  Anslris,  Nurembei^. 

Fkedbkio,  Elector  Palatine,  chosen  King  of 

BoHemia,  n.  017. 

VII,  I.  00. 

FKEE-Witt,  n,  514. 

XL,  ..01. 92. 

F=mB£BO,  1.460, 457, 460. 

Xn.,  I.  93,  88-103,  108. 

FB.18T.i>T,n.66a 

138,  190,  191,  284,  342, 

FrasOK  deputation  to  the  Council,  i.  863, 

401,406,589.    n.42,9S, 

879, 482,  «1. 

XIII.,  II.  80S. 

jfaloua  of  English  Ii 

anence,  il  £63. 

Fbibnds  of  Hubs  in  the  Conncll,  L  679. 


II.  160;  on 
,*B  propoeitlonB,  96^100;  diflrgedwltli 
ij,  108;-  asBanited  hj  Falbenberg, 

death  of,  In  exUe,lll;  on  MeDdl- 
1, 164 ;  on  recanllng,  176 ;  on  Immao- 

doncepClon  of  Mar;  and  Joseph,  286 ; 
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l23L    I 


tBli.),n.l61. 


HuiiuuESE,  William  at,  n.  SB3. 
Ebidelbibo,  I.  4S1,  fi3&    il  204, 212, 210. 
Hbsei  IV^  of  Ftmioo.  II.  59B,  floa. 

"  of  Ei^land,  l  STL    n.  103. 

"  V,  of  England,  i.  869. 3TB,  31*. 
n  100, 190, 218,  STT,  30T. 

"  Vlt,  1. 48. 


hn  XXIIL,  L  *«,  48& 
lOKa,  tbo  reading  of,  j.  l&d. 
Mi  Willi,  11.  IBS.    869  Infidels. 
•  to  ba  treated,  II.  246, 83ft 


[iLDESia,  ,lohii,i.2T0. 


M  of  the  Cup,  n.  ^  8ft 


£oiu«,  169;  comproioiBo,  ITl;  Int 
with  the  archblaliop,  173 ;  Borm 
burials,  1T4;  aummoued  before  thf 
bishop,  IBI :  opposes  the  cnieado,  II 
statement  before  Che  university,  % 
pofl#s  the  cmssde,  200;  refntes  tli 
209-211 ;  flppears  tofore  the  town  c 
216;  aennon  on  the  deith  of  th( 
jonng  men,  21a;  Issue  ofhiscaaeat 
226 ;  exoommuniEaled,  22fi ;  leaves  I 
231;  appeals  to  Christ,  2B1-288;  li 
from  Prsgne,  SS6-B01 ;  preaches  stll 
23T;  rejioted  an  heretic,  241;  his  ( 


aition  to,  2S1 ;  wrtthigs  o 
0t,3fi6-8IW;  hie  journey  I 
S18-S22 ;    atene    taken 


lodglngH  at  Conetancc, 

^d  aa  a  heretic,  SS2 ;  cited  before 
□als,  884;  his  enemies  encouraged, 
>eai"8  before  the  cardinals,  848; 


52ft 
''aldahut,  n.  fil 


;  itbaudoned  by'Gi 


II.  184, 18 


19, 230, 202, 808, 805, 40S,  61 
larij  lite,  44 


*142, 


i;  progress. 


iU,  218,  2 

MT,  606^6 

bh^oI,48;  his 

nnlTer8ll7,4T;h 

62;  stndeut  ilfe,63,64;  < 

"Wlckliffe'9  writings,  69 ;  In  the  pnlpit— 
oonfesaor  of  Qneen  Sophia,  TS ;  (lopularity 
ot,TT;  drawn  toward "Wicltliffe,!*., 80,8" 
his  wfah,  84;  uneuspected  of  heresj',  » 


It  hIm,S9 


a,  lOS:  1 


with  the  archbishop,  188;  reclor  of  the 
onlyerslt)',  139 ;  defends  !he  Pisan  Coun- 


bythe  Bohemian  nobles,  499-S02;  condi- 
tion at  eottlleben  and  prison  esamlnatiou, 
sag;  petition  for  his  release,  681 ;  dlsconr- 
aglng  oironnulanoes,  634;  contrast  with 
John  XXIIL,  688;  prirate  euunlnaClon, 
Ml;  hie  philosophy,  646;  reading  of  the 
charges  in  his  absence,  643 ;  before  the 
Oonnoil,BS0;  reqnlred  to  recant,  B68 ;  aco- 
ond  day  of  his  audience,  654;  required  to 
recant,  558,  661;  hia  reply,  661;  on  Ger- 
aon,66*;  i^arged  with  teaching  WictllfEe'a 
Tiewa,  683;  on  tithe^  6M;  wishes  his 
aoni  with  Wickliffe's,OST;  reads  ana  ap- 
provea  WIckUlR's  theological  boots,  68S; 
charged  with  yiolent  measures,  663-OTa; 
objected  to  for  (aying  he  had  not  come  to 
Conslanee  unless  he  had  ohoaon,  5T2 ;  ad- 
Tised  to  submit,  BT3;  treatment  of,  610; 

6JT;hi9dehta,BT8;  third  audience  oC  630- 
682 ;  charged  with  writing  felse  atatomenla 
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rfoknoBB  fD  prison,  it.  2;  trestm 
priBunt  iJt.;  dlfflcntt^  of  mBkiD§ 
renc^  3 ;  hts  reaaon  sgslaet  Ecccpl 

his  Jitter  to  Prague,  lT-39;  tlm< 


deuued,  CD ;  his  sentence,  99-61 ;  degrsded 
from  tlie  prli'elliood.  t&-m;  the  mock 
croirn  placed  on  Ms  bcul,  65,  98;  be  !a 


condemnation,  74-61 ;  his  eharscter.  61-83 ; 
indlgDstionathis(j£ccution.ll5,lie;  effect 
of  it  at  Pragoe,  120 ;  Insult  to  hla  memorj-, 
121;  vladicatod  bf  the  Bohemian  nobles, 
lfll-161;  Jerome's  slBtcmont  of  the  <Me 
oi;22t.2M;  eulogy  of,  i92 ;  course  of  the 
enem!esof,81I;piu'tlaliDJudglnghIiti,8^ 
Hdssinitz,  I.  4S,  19e. 

Nicholas  de,  L  W.  ii.  BBfl,  866, 
833,  S16,  37B,  8B0,  89»,  404,  116, 
4TA;  b^lahed  tcttta  Pragne,  jr. 
2§A:  g&tbersau  army,  ib.;  deatb 
of  416. 


d,  146; 


M5,  498,  S23,  aST,  G33,  ^39: 
■  ;  cil«d,  198;  BSk  for  chui 

lYlded  in  ecntlmeat,  eee 
-nst  Sigismund,  406;  dcci 
charges  agalnsi,  fiSft^  pei 


12S,  209,  022,  S&,  St 


LTION  of  BalcU,  <i.  8«a 


L  B,  89,  44,  4T,  B2,  1S2, 168,  W6, 461, 
4M,  416  *93.  "■  125,  180,  819, 
864,547. 


m  ofballs  of  Indulgences,  L  218, 2I»; 
]g  with  Hubs,  S18;  citation  of, 461; 
a  to  Constance,  489 ;  escapes  to  Dber- 

i'&t  Hlrechan,  474;  carried  back  to 
tanco,  475;  eiamlnallon  ot  415^16; 

bcfbre  the  ooundl,  n.  124;   prison 


It,  ib;  b 


n,*J.,-  Haac 


__  itnted,  ib      Q 
'catlse  against,  176, 177    Oorm 
;ue  bring  new  oharges,  m         h 
riedagaln,  178;  hiatre  Un    t,   90 
lentanco,  ib-;   before  the  conncll, 

a,   200;    charged  with   sympathy 
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leo' 


in  l-rani 


loTrinny.JM;  ! 


n-ritlTLgB, 


InUiig,  ind  culogiilng  V 
306.  MT;  with  enaneoua  views  on  eieom- 
mimlcfltion.  908 ;  witi  denying  the  Pope's 
onthoHtj  to  grant  Inanlgenees,  209 ;  with 
violent  Kte,ii.;  with  the  mook  proces- 
sion, 210;  wttJi  clslmiog  that  all  may 
preach.  ».;  with  eayiog  that  pietnras 
nn  not  to  be  worshipped,  ib, ;  with  em- 
tamnlng  reliM,*!!;  Willi  calling  the  cri- 
miiuis  martyrs,  ib.;  with  foraaMng  the 
LaUn  bir  the  Qreek  Communion,  ib.; 
«  believed  on  oath,  212  j   his 


a  torture  demanded,  il 


l>eposit]on,  Sentenn 
a   of  Bavaria,   i.   106.       See  ] 

"  Kiwi,  L  isa 

"  IfltomischeL    See  Leitoi 
imbnrg,  i.  4a 


Joseph,  n,  WH, 

JoflT,  MiTgrave  of  Moravia,  i.  IM,  IBO,  IM, 

JuniLim  n.  619.    8ee  Waldhanser. 

"       ot  1860,1, 16, 60. 
JiIDis,  t  609,  €09,  810 ;  no  member  of  the 
ohnrch,  I.  68Bj  538. 

JmjGBa  of  the  Fspal  Court  appolnteil,  i, 

JUSTIFIOATIOB  by  faith,  IL  «4, 514. 


deri^on  of  the  ele^y,  Hi. ;  his  defense, 
31T,  213;  prepared  to  dear  himself  ~ 
oath,  ai3;  desenea  a  fonrjbld  oonvie 
£19;  bie  «peech  in  his  own  defenee, 


:.BiTE  (Leieaer  PragneX  in  883. 


menl,  137 ;  sympathy  fbr  him ;  be  is  nrged 
to  recant,  B3S ;  Ma  flnnneBS,  ib. ;  Zabarei- 
la's  conrerence  with  him,  240,  £41 ;  caUe^ 

with  otistinacy  in  the  Bishop  of  XoAVa 

318;  his  eloque 
9M-S6S;  his  pr< 

arm,  864;  scene  of  his  eiecntl 

relics  of  bim  lieasnred,  26;. 
3XS0-UB,  St  See  Bt  Jerome. 
jEaaEHni,  John  oi;  i.  ISI,  208, 282,  2BT.    n. 

S36. 
.TKauns,  The,  n.  59S.  694^  6O0,  BOS,  60T, 

612. 610.  619,  629,  621,  62i  625, 
Jews,  The.  1. 18, 193, 194.    li.8H,!4t 
Joan,  Pope  Agnes,  i.  611.    See  Agnes. 
JoHK  The  BiTTTST,  a.  222. 
Joan  XXII,  1.  Bl. 

"  XXIIL  8eoGoasa.Balth8aar,ieT-201, 
220.  22S,  232.  2i8,  2S0.  806, 
809,  829,   S36-S42,    844,    848, 


t  896,  89S-41I,  416- 
450, 464-462, 4»r466,  EOS-621, 
628,526,686-588,606,608.  il 
60. 96,  91, 149. 
leaves  for  OoDstance.  l  806; 
Btlendancc  of,  396,  3I>T ;  re- 


121,  422, 414. 
II.  400.  4T2,  4( 


B,  Zdenet  o^  1 184, 2T2.    h,  825. 

of  Krawar,  1. 110. 

iHD,  John,  of  England,  i.  61. 

Avs  of  Naples, :.  96, 99. 108. 108.  HI, 

115,  in.  148, 186, 107,198,  2*1, 

208, 219, 229,  278. 
of  Poland,  King  of  Bohemia,  ii. 


IiAUXBHAiH,  Confessor  of  Ferdinand  IL,  n; 
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Lauha,  II,  820,  398,  418,  «3. 
LABBBBTIUg,  BL,  I.  M. 
LiTSDE,  Bishop  ot,  n.  61. 
LiiAH,  Henry  ot  i.  MO. 

*■       with  Pragne,  n.  4Tfl. 
'       Oatholio,  17,  «04.  617.  6i 
LBBUa,  Blabop  of,  i,  S49,  582. 


LKamMiOT  nf  the  Papal  fl^itj,  i.  i 
Leithebite,  L  Ifl.    11.113. 
iBtrOBOOHit,  r.  1T6.    n.  481, 6B0. 


134, 1«2, 19S,  491, 4 
Lbo,  Pope,  L  MT. 

Leopold,  Arohdnko,  of  Anstrl^  n. 
Letivk,  of  "WeDzel  tu  the  Carding 
uf  Buna  to,  S33 ;  of  John  XXII!.  ti 
to  the  Popo,  IT" 


il,  116 ;  ot 


858;  of  JohnXXlIL 
440,  01^ ;  of  Hues  to  priest  Usrtln.  SISJ 
from  Nnremhrrg,  SSOj  of  tha  BohemlBn 
Nobles  to  Slgiemnnd,  839;  of  Paris  Dni- 
versit)-,  445;  of  Council  of  OonstaneB  lo 
theBoheiiiiaDB,iLl38;  reply  of  the  latter, 
138, 181. 168-167;  of  the  Coancll  to  Sigis- 
tuiud,  268;  of  Sl^smucd  to  lannm  3S0; 


a.  !  Zisca's  Ifl  TanBh.  Sn ;  Si^ 
to  pTAgae.  389-391 ;  of  ^neas 
on  the  Taborilea,  465;  of  Martio  ' 


nDDd'a 


KBBTEiB,  George  of,  Biatop  of  Trent, 
"  dragoonsof,  n.  625. 


of  rerdinand  It.,  i 


jns.  Arcliblsliop  of  Prague,  n. 


ilshop  of,  Robert  Ciiftord,  1. 87S. 


LoBBiTO,  n.  810,  81& 
Imfj,  Martin,  n.  456, 463, 4T 

LoFisotAnjon,  1.103.117. 


rTBEB,i.64.  D.6Sl,63a;flrattiiow]edgeof 
jn  tbe  UnitedBrellireii,  II.  660 ;  prints  thei  [ 


inraoBEa. ..  II,  535.    ii.  123. 
kiATUTA.  Charles  Lord  of,  i.  1»S.    ii.  92. 
iLDONiBwiTZ,  Peter,  l  4IS,  643,  6B1,  6301 
II.  27,  36, 339, 665. 

ABCFS  of  Konl^rats,  l  148, 170. 
AETiB  Fekbabdez  of  CordoTB,  n.  279. 
iETIS.  Priest,  l.S:8.    11.27,37. 
"       Preacherat  Prague,  banlahed.  n.  ^Sl 
«       V.    See  Colonaa,  it  834.  82^  331, 
ass,  839,  MO,  34S,  349, 363,  872. 613. 
620;  his  election,  11.812;  enthron- 
ing at;  818;  ordination  and  cOFOna- 
«on,  814;   bull  sg^nst  Tlokllff- 


lileeli 


>;  hla  family,  83 


his  antes  at  the  dose  of  the  coun- 
1^1,  855;  simony  ot,  856;  liberal 
grant  of  Indulgencea,  358;  lejires 
Conatance,  861 ;   huH  against  tb? 

Coundl  of  Sienna,  619;  urges  a 
cnuads,  630)  death  o^  681. 


dbyGoogle 


ottli6Brsttrea,ii.B 

Uabs,  Fduuqi^  I.  ssa. 

MiBBKB,  s  vanitj,  i.  33T,  39& 


of  Hnsgiir;,  n.  S63,  S69. 
of  AiisUlB,  Archdnks,  il  S05,  GOe, 
KSag  of  BohemiA,  ji.  ,•   deuUi 


n,  n.  6H  WT,  603,  626. 


(UauCz,)  n.  S 

a 

"        of  Yiaseirad,  1.322. 

Archbisliop 

f.  1. 131,130. 

MicoPOj-ia,  Usttio  ot  1.  219,  BIS. 

THON,  ■1.1188,6 

KIOOMDI,  The  patriarch,  u.  BM, 

ffu-Qftl.eclmi 

Kh,,.m. 

NraM,  Thletry  do,  i.  S25,  3ST,  839, 

TB,  1. 124-12S. 

bnl)  in  fa 

woftbe,i.lSl,12S, 

NiENBEna,  t.  4S8, 459. 

IBS. 
11.497. 
473,  OlS. 

NiBEA  EOSA,  uhnrch  of,  1. 10. 

Nis,  John,  II.  664. 

NCKiSiLi™,  I.  TO,  2S2,  MS,  »S, 

103.  lia.  118, 1 

chMsbop  ot;  I 

21,  fll. 

Hobs  a  Ticam  to  the 

Miuoz,  IL 181. 

"      John,  L  11,  13,  19-26,  27,  40,  BS,  Et^ 
la,  14,81. 


MlA»jw«KA,  11, 499. 


469,401,465,618.    . 
"  plnnaerei  it.  233,  399,  421. 

HoHKB,  The,  I,  16,  IT,  62,  HI;  ineultB  to,  i. 
2B6. 
"      reform  0^  proposed  by  the  councTl, 

MOBSTMILET,  i^.  de,  L  193, 


MosiYiA,  1,  180,  lU,  160,  801,  BM. 

.L198, 

'      Ponlanug,  n.  612. 

636, 691, 641,  606,  M2. 

Oe™,  Cardinal  John  of,  l  BIT,  6B2, 

heresy  in,  it  146. 

1,8. 

citaUon  of  heretics  In,  n. 

"        margMVBof,    SeeJosL 

OxFWBD,  L 14, 41,  62, 93,  241, 8T1,    n. 

MoSAVTiB  Ohnroh.    Sea  United  Br. 

thren. 

MOKATIANS,  11,  47B,  483, 

"              "          "on  WlctUffe 

MOB>8,n222,3I*,48a 

"  Chanoellorof 

Moslem  IntaMon,  i.  96,  279,  B06. 

"  Most  Holt"  as  a  Pspal  title,  i.  I6f 

PitATi™,  The  Eleotor,  1.489.    See 

MuLHSiH,  John  of,  1. 13, 14. 

Louis  of. 

Nlplbs.    Bee  LafUalans,  i,  M,  100, 

HiBOK,  Dt.  John,  I.  3S2,  670^  BH,  606,  006. 

11. 1B9, 176. 
NiBaoMSB,  Sea  Capitulation,  ri.  129, 119, 183, 
Natiosai  feeling  In  Bohemia,  l  fl. 
Navaem,  il  146,  294 

eoUege  of;  1. 126, 891, 


,  of;  IT. 


NnrraiE,  Thomas,  l  8T8-373, 
Kbuteautt,  edict  ol,  in  Fran. 
Kewaioaa,  it  640, 617. 


n.  18^ 


the  charge  o^  l  BT5.    a.  02. 
Okbzik,  John,  n,  456. 
Oldcabtie,  air  John,  Lord  Cobham,  l  ST8. 

Leltomlachel,  n,  491,  312. 


ABCB  of  Sbjuco  agilaet  H 


1148. 


PAtBTS,  Stephen,  l  86,  104,  132,  ITO^  184, 
203,  204,  206,  203,  226,  229,  261,  257,  200, 
263,  270,  278,  270,  298,  815,  381-883,  84T, 
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8&S.  63S,  Wl),  M2,  »65i  682, 

»101,  «09,  eOB,  810,  923-836,  8S 

81,  88,  IS 

115;  proleBtotioa 

itb  Hoss.    c  12, 

from  EuB 

reply  tt>  the  tiesU 

Afiiiy.Ti.e.1.60. 

flft-M. 

propoaed  relbrm 

inUieMsenthoe 

IF,  tho  Fair  of  France^  l  90. 

II,  of  Bp^n,  n.  611. 
[ppo-UiBii,  of  Milan.    See  Ml 
BDB,  II,  55S,  W3,  sn.  092,  600. 


)!  Leiteieiiti,  D.  402. 


,n.  419, 46T,  018,  M6. 


OnWerHlty  „(,  i.  BO,  104, 261, 284,  i 

K6T,  455.    n,  151, 1B4, 302. 
Bishop  of;  IL  96,  ST. 
»  in  the  Univeraity  of  Prsgoe,  1 ' 


Pl8i,  1,  111.  m,  1S9, 110,  186, 23 
BT4,  B99, 402. 410. 
Council  ot;  1S9. 140. 
ti  (or  Hsek),  iL  881,  406. 451 


.    See  OoDstBJitiuople,  Autiool 

!  at  Pan). 

(,  STO.  SIS ;  bis  "  Golden  Jtrirto 


,1.80,136:  of  1434,  iL  WB. 
ard,  II.  275. 

I  Fabrioliu,  u.  216. 


'eter,  Che  Engllabraan,  ii.  C38 

ITlcholss  de,  n.  M2, 
1.  800,  on,  626. 
.i,  L195.    n.  191.  M8,  ass.  SB 
To  recant,  n.  10. 
m,  1.102.    II.  129,  ISa 
Cotmoil  of,  II.  no. 
noH  by  the  aacnlflr  imn,  1. 4! 
11.826, 
Hues  on,  L  502. 
and  exile  of  the  olergy  Ihrongli 


PlUSlLOT.BO. 


t  of,  I!.  106,  no,  148,  853,  859, 

8,620,548. 

HBsadorof    Bee  Voiadlmlr. 

the  TentoBio  Knlgits,  ii.  104, 


"  TheUoileaEretlir. 
UH  Nation  in  the  Unisei 
I.IOK.  Michael,  ii.  564. 


Peb^'im,  Henry  do,  1. 109. 

PESSIMA,  It  628. 

pBIBB.    See  Bt.  Polar,  Maldoniawlts,  Dre! 


Pope,  power  of  the,  diacnBaed.  1. 18,  246^  M 
839,  865,  893,  44^  448,  461.  604,  589.  58 
803,  606,  811.  618,  SIR 

POPOHB  Bympathj  witli  Hasa,  i.  SST,  292. 


101;      furtlier    proce! 


itedatChecoDndl,ii.2^ 
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tH;  in  assanltsd,  i3S;  edict  < 

fields  to  OecA,  W.  8ea  vi< 
lence.  CiYllBlrlte8t,5JTi  dcpi 
tatlOD  from,  to  BlglamLind,  S2f 
caiifiictat,I»S;  Latberaoiam  o] 
posed  at,  EBB;  jwraecntton  o 
G36;  attacked  by  Ferdinand 
army,  618, 


6T0,    I 


ein, 


Doded.  fid, 
tlon  of,  TO  \  flentonee  of  i^lnaC 
Wicklia^  ib.;  troubles  in,  30; 
meeting  ot,  isa;  new  ordor  of; 
IS3;  on  tlie  burning  of  tlie  books^ 
l«e;  on  tbe  ball  for  the  scusade, 
we,  WS,  213;  ctuiraeter  of  tlie 
members  ot  491;  oa  'Vrickllffe. 
M5;  tbeologlaasot  {«.;  Hdss's 


A  duty  in  epite  of  exi 

Won,  I.  593, 099. 
ITS,  tlie  body  of,  a 


Pkbmybl  djnoety  i.  6. 


Unworthy,  i.  SOT. 
iPofPilsen,  I.1B2. 
iriue  Magnus,  n,  414, 408, 498,  499,  61 
614,616,518,  Blfl,  Sfi 


mTi,  John,  T.  38, 16, 565, 660. 


KiTOLFCMtL,  1. 5J0-SI3, 529,  58& 
RiBDSfK,  L 145.    n.  514, 664. 
Eadpow-a,  11.618,616. 

EiVBRSBnHO,  L  455. 
EBiLiST*.    See  NointaaliBta, 

Bkcant,  Hase  no!  to  be  allowed  to,  i.  628, 
KSCAHTA.TIOB  of  HuBS  reqnirecT,  i.'663,  661, 
620  ;ujBed,  11. 10.41,48,11. 

"  of  Jerome,  ii.  110;  'distrusted, 

160;Gcraononit,lIft 
Besdei  of  EDoIeslaatioal  oormpUon,  u.  64- 


Eeichehbac,  it.  610. 
Itt.CHiiHTHii,  TjLBio,  n,  63, 
REiroEHmovement&tPiague,  i.R,   BeeE 

liBSEHaBEBG,  11.  5^. 

KBMOBsniiBrB  of  the  Bohemians,  l  S8B 
"  "  John  da  Chlam,  i.  30; 

"BEPUTiTioB  of  the  Eight  Doctors."  !. 
293. 

EBPBOBiTBF  not  of  {he  ohorch,  i.  BSt 

Popes,  I.  eia 

Eheiur,  1. 13T. 

"       Arohbiahop  of,  l  448. 


RiQi,  Archbishop  Wallenrod  of,  i.  4*4,  4Tft 
DIB,  5T3,  630.    II,  S42,  SS5. 

»  "        aljandons  tbe  Baiperor,  u. 

300,313. 
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114,  119,184. 188,331,539.    11.1116. 

Bbthco,  Archbishop  of  Prague,  i.  S9,  98.  lOS, 

EocaA,  John  lie,  ii,  £00. 

104, 117, 120, 198,  ISO,  181, 183, 186, 

Book  oq  which  the  CLureh  1b  buUt,  i  SSI. 

188,189,111,142,150,166-158.161, 

163,666,668.686,669.    n.203. 

"        of  Trent,  n.  1ST. 

-       Contempt  toward,  i.  157.  163.  166, 

EOKTIAH,  JohB  of,  I  H  «.    It.  688,640,  MS, 

171, 176, 177, 388, 255;  death  of,  1. 

64*,  64J,  6S0, 55S.  56S,  S5J,  CM,  638. 

177. 

898,418,419,446. 

acKAi-rnATOBB,  1. 487, 440, 4«,'446,'447. 

BOHAH  Choboh,  I.  M. 

aonAsow.  Baron  ot;  11.  692. 

"      Court  opposed  to  refono,  li.  SBB. 

BCBISB,  The  Papal,  l  66, 92, 96, 109, 228, 263. 

Eo-B,  I.  15,  28.  24,  92,69,  IflS,  148, 186, 196, 

BCHUCK.  Caspar,  protest  o^  ii.  364. 

"    C<ran6ilo(;i.WS. 

"       Connt;  n  660, 618,  632, 

BoriENiiEKo,  Hemy  uf,  n.  167. 

BCBOiABS  of  the  Age,  their  pra^llee,  l  68. 

BCBOBASD,  niric,  11.  69. 

EuDoiF,  Bishop  of  Lsrant,  n.  B6B. 

SOBWAMBEEO,  BohuslauB  de.  u.  474. 

Eddoleh  II.,  11.  m.fiill>.  60S,  604, 807,  623. 

"         grsnta  the  demands  of  the  Prot- 

estanla.  D.  608. 

SosiBAHia,  John  de.  Procurator  of  tha  eoun- 

ell,  L  436. 

EneuH,  Paul  of,  u,  614 

BOEIPTDEB  BB  Bothoritj-,  1.  354.  268,  391,  395, 

Baaii,  II.  896.487,900. 

193,406,642,648,660.11.171, 

SAOBatDOTAX  hibita,  n.  S14, 

193,  194,  865.  463,  628. 

"         appeal  of  Hnss  to,  n.  6. 

Safe  Cobddot  of  Onss,  i.  818,  8S3, 886,  4M- 

Snu.  of  the  ooandl,  1. 147. 

of  the,  884.    iLllS. 

See  of  Koue  declared  Tsonnt,  1. 116. 

Miod  for  by  Jerome,  l  471. 

SEHDomB,  Consensus  of,  il.  699, 

BenediM  XIIL. 

Sebijs,  Bishop  of,  n.  146. 

"           B8snred,'i.8B». 

Sato  Oohddoib,  The  tonneil  on,  ii.  168. 

against  Huaa'a  boots,  n.  67,  58. 

"              aenttoBohanilfl,".8M. 

St.  AuaransB.    Sob  Anguatioe. 

"      JohuPotlt,n-96. 

-  Bbbbabd.    See  Bernard. 

Sbbuonb  of  Hnsa,  1.  81, 384-SSl,  830-S33. 

■•  CuMBBT'a  ebun*,  i.  69a 

"       bettore  the  council,  D'AUly's,  1. 893 ; 

-  DEHiB,moiikoi;i.ll6. 

Beeper's,  397;  Bishop  of  Lodl's 

"  Gbhooki.  1.  580.  60S. 

"  JEEOME,  L  863, 497,  608.    il  336,  481. 

360;  of  moBkofMarenoe,iLllI; 

jwJter.  ib. ;  of  sn  EngUsh  preach- 

" MABi[.wmLamPhtta8tre,MraiBBl,tSe6, 

er,  119;  of  Gerwn  on  Petit  and 

407. 410,  439, 456,  465, 468.    11,806,818, 

tho  Connolt,  183;  of  Theodoric 

"  MAimr'B  charch,  1 484. 

of  Munsler,  192;  on  the  yicea  of 

-  MiqniBL-B  ohuroh.  l  187. 488, 

the  clergy,  211;  of  Maurice  of 

"  On™.  1.873. 

Prague,    281 ;    of    Stephen    of 

■•  PAOi,i.8e8,683,5Be.  iLlt 

Prague,  iS. 

"  Petee,  I.  688. 

Beevohs  in  Memory  of  Hubs,  ii.  292, 

"        !■  reproof  of  clerical  ylce,  n.  80S. 

"  "WESOKLSna.  i.  670. 

of  theTaborltes.    SaeTaborites. 

Bad™- Da™,  1. 380,  em 

SSMioss  of  the  Council  of  OonBtance.  Flrsl^ 

1.8S7;   second,  425;    third,  444;  fourth. 

SAMJBiCH.  1.  474.  477. 

447;  flfti,448;  BeTenth,4al;  eighth,  161; 

Bitnoaa,  Cardinal,  j.  117. 

Saedinia,  n.  8SS. 

twelfth,  614;  thh^enth,  ii.  84;  fourteenth. 

9S;  fifteenth,  46;   siiteenth,  137;  sSTen- 

8AEniiorBAiJBEDEi.EobcrtH8llani,BiBhop 

ieohti,  O).;  nineteenth,  140;  twaoaeth, 

of,l.S6^,37^441.    11.277,809. 

166;  twenty-first,  236;  fortj-flfth,  863. 

Satiebs,  II.  396,  M5i  repreSBsd,  il  209. 

8ATAKJJ10I.A,  T.  SS4. 

BiEBBA,  1. 116, 119, 186.    11.610. 

BAwmt,  William,  priest  of  Bt  Oiner,  L  873. 

SiamiitiBD.KIngof  Hungary,  1.87,188,  175, 

8ii0HT,i.61.185    11.618,688. 

219-328;  emperor  of  Geroiauy, 

"      Eleetor  of,  1.170,  888,884.  527. 

322,  37a  803,  804,  BSO,  S.54-6, 

858.888,896,401,407.416,424, 
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m,  4iS,  430,  4SI,  4SS^m,  439- 
442,440-14».462,  463,  466,471, 
609,  618, 630, 6*9, 6B1,  649, 564, 
51%  BTS,  DT6,  eOS,  «05,  62(1,  621. 
n.  86,  26, 41, 4B,  49,  TO,  93,  111, 
IIB,  125,  129, 106,  ITS,  2T0,  285, 
308, 311, 314,  B8T,  361, 817,  378, 
33*,  899, 425, 43T,  430,  411, 414, 
4T6,  478, 463, 434, 603,  613,  619, 
621,  698,  631, 536,  546. 643,  632. 
PoUoy  of,  I.  SIB,  273,  3S5 ;  eleot- 


!   Conata 


16^  SOS;  res 
332;  abandoni 
apology,  391;  snjolna  the 
Connotl  to  besr  Huas,  6+9 ;  hie 
view  of  Hie  case,  631;  bis 
blnsh,  n,  66;  Imfcs  for  SpaJii, 
1S7;  gains  OTBr  tbe  king  of 
Aragoii,  143;  propOEos  to  ra- 

retbrm,  270,  2B2;  bis  heresy 
liislamted,i6.,-  hDmlllsted  on 
Us  Joaiiey,  Sli;  reboff  In 
England,  27B;  eelli  territory, 
214,  rotnrns  to  Coaatsnce,  277 ; 
bis    interference    complained 


DoUea,  ib.  ,■  defem 


ihlac 


dlBsaSaflod  vltb  the  Cooncll, 
8B9;  rejected  ae  King  by  Bo- 
hemia, 379;  hte  BncceKion  lo 
the  tbrone,  331;  npbraids  the 
depulatiaD  trom  Fragne,  938 ; 


ages,  421-433 ;  refusei 
projoiec,  437;  cotona 


irethren,  ii.  672. 

DBl^  II.  316-843.  BeeVIcei 


Blasi,  II.  333, 396, 413,  US. 


Smith,  Conrad,  ir.  308. 
Somite,  It  117. 

SODOU,  II.  396, 466. 
SoiTOw,  Conrad,  l  B. 

SoHoa, Derisive,;.  157,227,255,262.    ii.2 
"  ProhiMted.  1. 160175. 

Queen,  i.  Ii.    ii.  377,  879. 


ticH,  II.  486. 


1.  126,  61 


inlTOnOpeiatus 
•z»Dko  de,  II.  405. 


Xyane,  ib.;  at  Fosen,  ib.,  599;  at  Sendo^ 
mlT,  15.,'  at0stT0g;f^ 

TlBOE,  IT.  372, 416-113, 419, 452, 455,  US. 
■•      MeeHng  at,  n.  872, 378. 

TiBOBiTO  soldier.  The,  n.  463. 

Tabobites,  u.  881, 394, 403-406, 421, 433, 619, 
634,630-632. 
"  attacked,  il  390,  406;  violence 

and  cruelties  of  the,  899 ;  character  And 
views  of  the,  484,  480,  441,  446-470;  ar- 
Hcles  of  the,  115, 116, 172;  thnatical  vlens 
of  the,  466,  45T;  practices  of,  153, 459, 497; 
described  by  -Eneaa  Sylylna,  466,  466;  at 
variance  with  Uie  Callxtlnes,  472;  498, 
614,  617 ;  conolliated,  618,  558, 626 ;  at  the 
Council  er  Basle,  640;  diseatlefled,  646; 
defeated,  646 ;  disappear,  661. 

TiBBBlAHB,  IL  219,  279. 

TisoHio,  II.  627. 
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650                                                      IHDEX. 

TuiBir  jeara'  wsr,  ii.  616,  6M. 

599 ;  persecuUon  ot  renewed,  600 ;  peace 

THBBS,Connl,ii.609,6ia,61S. 

and  prosperity  ot  601 ;  persecatiou  otBlH; 

TiEFKEH.    gee  LabtiB. 

Tilil,  u.  619. 

TiSNOW.  Stmoii  of.    See  Simon. 

book,  626. 

llNIYEESiia,  L  176. 

TOLBKAST  spirit  Ot  HuaS,  L  503. 

"      "  Jaoobel,  il  90. 

UBryiRaiTr  of  Prague,  decides  in  ihyor  of 

tbeOsliitiDes,iL288. 

TOPLKS,  il.  121. 

cow,Fraguc,  Heidelberg, 
Erfurti,  Bologna. 

sabJact'ed  to,  ii.  US;  compluDt  thst  be 

hid  not  been  tortured.  348. 
TDBBCIiaz,  Fortrens  ot;  u.  WO. 
TonaHABKNT,  L  436. 

Sohohistlc  license  ot  n.  219. 

175,247. 
UTBiWiBTB.    See  Calistines. 

ToDita,  ABOHBianop  uf,  il  184, 19L 
TEUiSLiTioB  of  tlie  Bible,  WtckJiffe's,  i.  6% 

11,894,397,393,103,436,454, 

Mfl,  555,  555,  698, 

FoliaMlriewa  of  u.  441. 

"            Keligious   views  ot  «.  469, 

Jarome  on,  BOB,  207, 

'm. 

"           gain  tbeaaoandancy  at  Prague, 

Teikt,  City  and  JSishop  of,  it.  156-158. 

"      CouiioU  o!,  IL  59t 

Valla  Ladbbntiits,  1. 12. 

TEIAI.oaOl^  Wtokllfte's,  i.  6S,  71,  IM,  201, 

Venice,  l  103, 108, 117, 113, 137, 19T,  220, 222, 

Tkooibow,  John  de.    See  Zisoa. 

Tanm  st  Prague,  iL  8B4,  SBB,  5H. 

"    between  England  ind  Franco,  L  19a 
TuoiP,  Mstthisa,  of,  i.  76. 
T)J=K8,THE,L2a3,i78.    .1. 147,  m,  521,541, 
6M,  670,  887,  60a 

TioiB  or  CiiBist,  or  of  Peter,  i.  537, 691. 

VIOINIA,  L  116. 

ViENHA,  L  14, 15    n,    151,200,202,212,216, 

291,199, 515, 521, 969, 986,  537, 599, 

TiE0i,i!4es. 

096.  619.  617. 

TrniBB,  merely  Sims, !.  275,  6M. 

"       nniyersltroti.827. 
"       msirascriptotLOOe. 

TJLLEMTOH,  Elohsrd,  1. 1,  8S,  875-87J. 

bis  "  Petition  for  Cbureb  Ke- 

Viou!NOE  of  the  Age,  n.  154^156, 295 

fOnn,"  L  87B,  876.    IL  S09. 
UiM,  1.  455. 
Ulsio,  I..  538,  m. 

-        St  Prsgne.  n.  287,  874,  8T9,  381, 

888,488,447. 
Violent  proceedings,  l  161,  295. 

TjMBTiow,  Peter  o!,  n.  280. 

Union  of  the  Church,  Plans  for  the,  t.  86S, 

HnsB  ehsrged  with,  l 

863,407. 

TTBrrED  Btethren,  Tie,  ir.  552,  570,  827.  632. 

VIKGIL,  IL  222. ' 

Peraeouted,iLB5S,0B6;  eiile 

ViEQm,iL610.    See  Mary,  worship  ot  808. 

ot  956;  asaume  their  asine,B97;  ehurch 

order  ot  M9 ;  liberal  spirit  o£  662;  "Agree- 

VBSnHEAO.  The.  n,  379,  &S4,*  410,  417,  12J, 

421,126,428,174 

663;  purity  ot  ii.;  prosperity  of,  9T0; 

ViTira,L479.    n.556. 

procure  the  printing  of  Bibles,  16.;  Don- 

TiTUM,  Carainal  de,  ir.  fe  191. 

realatanoe  prlnolplcB,  On ;  accept  Uie  cbsl- 

VfflOKLAEBUOE,  IL  596. 

lenge  to  discuss,  ib. ;  perseontlon  ot  672 

VOLADUHE,  Paul  ae,  ii.  106, 109,  893,  S54. 

taKon  to  Luther,  082 ;  snotber  dopntstlon 

ot  08* ;  brighter  pruapecte  ot  587 ;  infln- 

Ton  Faleinbeeo.    See  Fslkenberg. 

ence  ot  on  Luther  and  Caltln,  588 ;  perse- 

cBtion  ot  089 ;  eiile  of,  690 ;  hardships  of 

VOTiNO  hy  nations  In  Uie  oonudl,  l  361, 415, 

092  i  left  In  peace,  504 ;  plan  to  persecnte 

them  defeated,  095;  teaHmony  in  their 

Vnm,' Theodore  de,  l  88, 128,  384, 

fevor,  096;  their  Hymn-book,  Bible,  and 

OonreasloD,  BB7;  sougbl  after  by  Luthor- 

Waldehbes,  L  11, 4a    II,  081, '662,973. 

uia  and  Cilvlnists,  ib.;   ajnoia  of,  6S8, 

Waldhadsee,  Conrad,  L 14-19, 29, 72.  il623. 
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riLLBBEOD,  John.    8es  Elga. 
Fallbbstbih.  11.  «19,  iW. 
ViUCmH,  George  de,  i.  46!i. 
Pah  for  religion.    laltrlgMfw. 


Wai  of  CaeaioH,  i  93,  403, 406,  408^11, 418 
419.421,438^26,  429,  432,439, 4»),4M,  461. 
Welehbkt,  Luke,  X  ITB. 


17BNZBI.,  &  preaoheT  of  th 


14S,  IBO,  180,  lis,  188, 19S,  202, 206, 
2ie,  221. 228. 2^  229. 2B0. 352.  GW. 
AM.  11.36,184,185,118,818,321, 
823,151. 

ZiBco,  n.  118;  contsnmed,  268, 2ST; 
lesTes  Frsgas,  266,  290, 314;  lo  be 
treated  se  s  heiellc,  821 :  oppoees 
the  HcBBitee,  SIO;  desOi  of,  378- 

,  John,  II.  S52. 

EIiLL,  Battle  of  the,  n,  613, 621. 

■FE,  John,  u  6,  41,  08,  6T,  68,  n,  18. 
80,  81,  Sa,  84-36, 104, 129,  181, 
141, 145-160, 156,  ISl,  1S4,  203, 
241, 268. 268, 282. 841, 842, 869- 
874. 448,  451. 544, 565.  »8, 662. 
865,  611, 616,  63B.  n.  BO,  76, 
102,150,163,190, " 


ned  in 


Tifld  of  bis  doclr 
imia.  T.  6J  ;  com 


WiLSA,  Dufce  of,  II.  B12. 

■WlLBHiCE,  I.  SI. 

WiKOHBSME.  CardlnRl  oi;  n. 

WiTHOLD,  Dnks,'n.  312, 4Bi>. 
WiTKOK,  11.421,450. 

■VfiniMBBEO,  n.  681. 

"  Theolo^sns,  a. 


Tirn 

lUBEES.  OrdlnstlDD. 

I.6S2. 

WOD 

i*j.,a45I,485. 

W0U-BAJ.D9.  H.  619. 

■Wolf 

F,D0Ctor.l.ElL 

9,11,155,852. 

Wbai 

Weit 

ISfiE  OF  HTO9. 1.210, 

241-260,  292-290. 

ZAfiA 

EEi.i.A,  CwSinal  of  r 

orenoo,  l33,1I2, 

825,  836,  840,  858,  445, 

46,  465,  465,  5:8, 

560 

561,  564.  599,  621. 

1.51,52,106,116, 

LLna,  Preacher  at  Pragne,  ir.  666, 


Zaea,  1.  226,  222. 

Zateo,  n.  418. 

ZoBSBH,  of  Labann.    See  Laban 

ZDTBI.AW,  of  ^arlemberg,  l  160, 

Zblew,  John  of,  n.  463,  4117,  i 

death.  493. 
Zeuo,  n.  222. 
ZlKEBAff.  (I.  291. 


A,  Jflhn,  (de  Troianow),  ii,  172, 
379.  SSO.  S3T,  395, 391,  398 
401, 418, 414, 41T,  422,  427. 
445,  tn,  181, 499, 598,  623.' 
htagenfus,  n.  370,490,601; 
TanBoh,  BTl,  BT2;  attache 
874;  leaTea  Prague,  8"- 
382;  leaves  agsiii,  884; 
■■      'my,  412,413 ;  losei 


eoWicrs,4II;in- 


iy,478j 


iB  with  Martin  Loquf,  479 ;  free- 
dom oCfrom  taonticiBm,  481;  losei 
h(a  sight,  485;  rejoins  his  array. 

Fragile.  492;  fevora  Coiybnt,  193; 
opposed  by  the  OallsHEea,  464; 
leaves  Fr^e,  495;  defeat*  the 
Galixttnee,  606;  marches  gainst 
Prague,  i6.;  oondllatea  his  BoldlBia, 
501 ;  enters  Prague,  603 ;  offered  thB 
regenoy  by  Sfgisnmnd,  603;  death 
at,  506;  epitaph  of,  ii.;  oharaoter 
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Xieaaona  at  the  Crosa  ;    or,  Spiritual  Truths 
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